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	Circular Letter	6 August 1996


	CR/55


To Administrations of Members of the ITU


Subject:	Supply of Blocks of Selective Call Numbers in the Maritime Mobile Service


References:	Articles 25 and 26 of the Radio Regulations and Appendices 39 and 44 to the			Radio Regulations


To the Director-General


Dear Sir,


In application of the provisions of Article 25 of the Radio Regulations (RR), the Radiocommunication Bureau is supplying series of selective call numbers or signals at the request of the administrations concerned (RR 2088 refers).


In cases where selective call numbers for ship stations and identification numbers for coast stations are required for use in the maritime mobile service and the selective calling system is in accordance with Appendix 39, the “five-digit” selective call numbers for ship stations are supplied as required in blocks of 100 (one hundred).  The system based on the use of the sequential single-frequency code (SSFC) has a maximum capacity of 100 000 numbers for identification of ship stations.  Following the supply, each administration is then responsible for the assignment of selective call numbers to its ship stations from the blocks supplied for the use in the   International Maritime Mobile Service.   At the time of assigning selective call numbers to its ship stations, each administration shall, in accordance with Article 26, notify this information to the ITU together with the information which is to appear in the List of Ship Stations (List V) (RR 2089 refers).


At present, there are 994 out of 1000 possible series (of 100 numbers) supplied to administrations.  Information published in List V shows that from a total of 99 400 supplied selective call numbers only 32160 selective call numbers for ship stations have been notified so far to the ITU (i.e. approximately 33%). The analysis of the situation shows that, although Appendix 39 indicates that the SSFC system is for use in the international maritime mobile service, some administrations assign selective call numbers to ship stations which do not communicate with stations other than those of their own nationality and, thus, are not subject to notification to the ITU.
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Taking into account that the remaining number of blocks of selective call numbers available for all administrations is nearly depleted, administrations are invited to reexamine the real needs with a view to use the 5-digit ship station selective call numbers for the purpose of the international maritime service only and when no other means of identification are applicable.  In this connection, administrations when operating NBDP equipment in accordance with Recommendation ITU-R M.625 are invited to use the numerical identification system with Maritime Identification Digits (MIDs).  The MID numbering system was designed so as to meet long-term requirements and provides for the assignment of 9-digit identities to stations in the maritime mobile and maritime mobile-satellite services.


I would therefore urge those administrations contemplating further requests for 5-digit selective call numbers to reexamine their position and see whether their needs cannot be met by the numbers already supplied.  It would be appreciated if administrations not intending to use the blocks of ship station selective call numbers already supplied to them, would return such blocks to the ITU so that they  may then be made available, when required, to other administrations.


In view of the above situation and taking into account both pending requests and possible candidate administrations which have no series assigned so far, the Radiocommunication Bureau is actually not in a position to supply any further series of selective call numbers to ship stations unless there is an expressed urgent need and the obligations of notification under RR2089 have been fulfilled.


For your convenience and guidance, a summary of ship station selective call numbers supplied to administrations and those notified to the ITU is attached to this Circular Letter.


Yours faithfully,


Robert  W.  Jones


Director


Radiocommunication Bureau


Attachment


Distribution:


-	Administrations of Members of the ITU


-	Members of the Radio Regulations Board


�
ATTACHMENT


Country�
Number of ship stations in List V�
Number of selective call numbers supplied�
Number of selective call numbers notified (List V)�
�
AFG�
-�
-�
-�
�
AFS�
58�
200�
7�
�
AGL�
78�
-�
-�
�
ALB�
62�
-�
-�
�
ALG�
158�
100�
9�
�
ALS�
183�
-�
45�
�
AND�
-�
-�
-�
�
ARG�
4838�
500�
14�
�
ARM�
-�
-�
-�
�
ARS�
299�
100�
6�
�
ATG�
449�
300�
-�
�
ATN�
268�
100�
50�
�
AUS�
350�
200�
48�
�
AUT�
1898�
300�
125�
�
AZE�
-�
300�
-�
�
AZR�
6�
-�
1�
�
�
B�
14249�
1000�
15�
�
BAH�
2724�
1100�
516�
�
BDI�
-�
-�
-�
�
BEL�
6157�
1500�
77�
�
BEN�
-�
-�
-�
�
BER�
263�
-�
58�
�
BFA�
-�
-�
-�
�
BGD�
194�
100�
1�
�
BHR�
421�
100�
1�
�
BIH�
-�
-�
-�
�
BLR�
-�
100�
-�
�
BLZ�
75�
200�
-�
�
BOL�
-�
100�
-�
�
BOT�
-�
-�
-�
�
BRB�
9�
100�
-�
�
BRM�
183�
100�
2�
�
�
BRU�
118�
100�
-�
�
BTN�
-�
-�
-�
�
BUL�
126�
100�
-�
�
CAF�
-�
-�
-�
�
CAN�
1502�
100�
8�
�
CBG�
2�
100�
-�
�
CHL�
605�
132�
8�
�
CHN�
1436�
1200�
141�
�
CKH�
-�
50�
-�
�
CLM�
204�
100�
-�
�
CLN�
105�
100�
7�
�
CME�
99�
-�
-�
�
COG�
-�
-�
-�
�
COM�
-�
-�
-�
�
CPV�
44�
100�
-�
�
CTI�
115�
-�
-�
�
�
CTR�
-�
100�
-�
�
CUB�
196�
100�
1�
�
CVA�
-�
-�
-�
�
CYM�
249�
-�
12�
�
CYP�
3003�
900�
390�
�
CZE�
21�
100�
-�
�
D�
47465�
15200�
8765�
�
DJI�
-�
100�
-�
�
DNK�
8223�
10700�
2863�
�
DOM�
9�
-�
-�
�
E�
1043�
1100�
174�
�
EGY�
259�
200�
15�
�
EQA�
302�
300�
195�
�
ERI�
-�
-�
-�
�
EST�
118�
100�
53�
�
ETH�
47�
100�
1�
�
�
F�
14864�
6800�
150�
�
FIN�
165�
200�
38�
�
FJI�
233�
100�
-�
�
FLK�
7�
-�
2�
�
FRO�
5�
-�
4�
�
FSM�
-�
100�
-�
�
�
G�
10124�
4100�
898�
�
GAB�
-�
-�
-�
�
GEO�
-�
200�
-�
�
GHA�
186�
100�
-�
�
GIB�
357�
-�
15�
�
GMB�
2�
-�
-�
�
GNB�
14�
-�
-�
�
GNE�
3�
-�
-�
�
GRC�
19399�
1000�
285�
�
GRD�
-�
-�
-�
�
GRL�
4�
-�
3�
�
GTM�
-�
-�
-�
�
GUI�
8�
-�
-�
�
GUY�
-�
-�
-�
�
�
HKG�
422�
-�
113�
�
HND�
3420�
300�
22�
�
HNG�
226�
100�
-�
�
HOL�
2863�
4000�
303�
�
HRV�
2�
100�
-�
�
HTI�
4�
-�
-�
�
�
I�
34476�
1000�
25�
�
IND�
686�
500�
13�
�
INS�
1090�
100�
22�
�
IRL�
2220�
100�
12�
�
IRN�
568�
200�
62�
�
IRQ�
107�
300�
-�
�
ISL�
420�
500�
20�
�
ISR�
52�
200�
23�
�
J�
2607�
500�
118�
�
JMC�
20�
-�
-�
�
JOR�
2�
100�
2�
�
�
KAZ�
-�
100�
-�
�
KEN�
-�
100�
-�
�
KGZ�
-�
-�
-�
�
KIR�
18�
100�
-�
�
KOR�
1179�
-�
-�
�
KRE�
113�
100�
-�
�
KWT�
78�
300�
-�
�
�
LAO�
-�
-�
-�
�
LBN�
227�
-�
-�
�
LBR�
2214�
900�
730�
�
LBY�
68�
100�
-�
�
LIE�
-�
-�
-�
�
LSO�
-�
-�
-�
�
LTU�
200�
200�
22�
�
LUX�
222�
200�
86�
�
LVA�
191�
100�
62�
�
�
MAU�
55�
100�
5�
�
MCO�
384�
100�
8�
�
MDA�
-�
-�
-�
�
MDG�
142�
-�
-�
�
MDR�
38�
-�
4�
�
MEX�
752�
200�
4�
�
MHL�
108�
100�
47�
�
MKD�
-�
-�
-�
�
MLA�
615�
200�
94�
�
MLD�
142�
-�
-�
�
MLI�
-�
-�
-�
�
MLT�
3408�
500�
16�
�
MNG�
-�
-�
-�
�
MOZ�
86�
100�
-�
�
MRC�
1154�
100�
-�
�
MTN�
45�
300�
-�
�
MWI�
16�
-�
-�
�
�
NCG�
17�
-�
-�
�
NCL�
10�
-�
-�
�
NGR�
-�
-�
-�
�
NIG�
91�
-�
-�
�
NIU�
-�
50�
-�
�
NMB�
1�
100�
-�
�
NOR�
36508�
14200�
11444�
�
NPL�
-�
-�
-�
�
NRU�
5�
-�
-�
�
NZL�
42�
100�
7�
�
OCE�
22�
-�
-�
�
OMA�
46�
100�
1�
�
�
PAK�
133�
300�
-�
�
PHL�
3904�
200�
29�
�
PNG�
29�
-�
-�
�
PNR�
10656�
1300�
807�
�
POL�
2019�
500�
158�
�
POR�
226�
200�
32�
�
PRG�
142�
-�
-�
�
PRU�
116�
200�
-�
�
QAT�
173�
100�
-�
�
ROU�
443�
200�
1�
�
RRW�
-�
-�
-�
�
RUS�
5240�
5200�
628�
�
�
S�
1783�
6900�
491�
�
SDN�
10�
-�
-�
�
SEN�
88�
100�
-�
�
SEY�
195�
100�
-�
�
SLM�
-�
-�
-�
�
SLV�
-�
-�
-�
�
SMO�
-�
100�
-�
�
SMR�
-�
-�
-�
�
SNG�
933�
300�
73�
�
SOM�
4�
-�
-�
�
SRL�
1�
100�
-�
�
STP�
2�
-�
-�
�
SUI�
969�
500�
107�
�
SUR�
2�
-�
-�
�
SVK�
-�
100�
�
�
SVN�
82�
100�
-�
�
�
SWZ�
-�
-�
-�
�
SYR�
325�
200�
1�
�
TCD�
-�
-�
-�
�
TGO�
4�
-�
-�
�
THA�
739�
200�
73�
�
TJK�
-�
-�
-�
�
TKM�
-�
100�
-�
�
TON�
16�
100�
-�
�
TRD�
2�
-�
-�
�
TUN�
754�
-�
-�
�
TUR�
7538�
500�
98�
�
TUV�
-�
100�
-�
�
TZA�
36�
100�
-�
�
UAE�
323�
100�
11�
�
UGA�
-�
-�
-�
�
UKR�
552�
1300�
196�
�
URG�
453�
100�
-�
�
�
USA�
54967�
2300�
950�
�
UZB�
-�
-�
-�
�
VCT�
1805�
200�
115�
�
VEN�
119�
200�
100�
�
VTN�
97�
-�
-�
�
VUT�
455�
100�
1�
�
YEM�
77�
200�
-�
�
YUG�
585�
300�
113�
�
ZAI�
9�
-�
-�
�
ZMB�
-�
-�
-�
�
ZWE�
-�
-�
-�
�
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