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To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Consultation on the form and contents of the List of Ship Stations (List V)

References:

No. 20.15 of the Radio Regulations 




Circular Letter CM/11 of 4 June 2001

To the Director-General

Dear Sir or Madam,

1.
In response to proposals received from various administrations and other subscribers to the List of ship stations (List V), as well as to comments from Search and Rescue (SAR) authorities and the shipping community, the Radiocommunication Bureau introduced a new form of presentation of List V, in 2001, which was implemented for the 41st edition of List V (published in July 2001). The new format and the reasons for changes were explained in Circular-letter CM/11 of 4 June 2001, which also invited comments on the new format that was introduced on a trial basis.  In the associated activities, a questionnaire was distributed to all subscribers of the 41st edition of List V, inviting comments on the implemented arrangement. Although not numerous, the comments from administrations and other subscribers widely supported the arrangement implemented for the 41st edition of List V. Consequently, the Bureau decided to implement the same approach for the publication of the 42nd edition of List V (to be published in June 2002), notably:

· To include in Part A of List V (published in paper format) particulars of all ship stations notified to the Bureau, with the exception of ship stations related to yacht pleasure ships (i.e. those with ship classification PL-YAT in column 5 of the List, implying vessels that may not be regularly involved in routine international travel or engaged in communications with stations of the Maritime Mobile Service of other administrations). 

· To include in Part B of List V (published in a CD-ROM format) particulars of all ship stations (including particulars of ship stations installed onboard yacht pleasure ships, i.e., those with the ship classification PL-YAT in column 5 of the List), in ACROBAT (pdf) format, as well as the complete database file, in MS-Access format, along with the MARS interface.

2.
The above arrangement decreased by two the number of paper volumes of the 41st edition of List V. However, the unprecedented increase in the number of ship stations notified to the Bureau since the publication of the 41st edition (more than 50 000 additional entries, which represent an increase of about 15%), will still require the publication of three paper volumes for Part A of the 42nd edition of List V. Such a trend, if followed for the next editions, would again result in unmanageable size of Part A. Therefore, the Bureau is obliged to review further the form and the contents of List V, with a view to establishing such an arrangement which would meet the requirements of administrations and other users for data availability in a modern, practical and cost effective way, while preserving the paper part of List V to a manageable size. 

3.
In considering the possible criteria for determining which ship stations should be included in the paper part of the List only, the Bureau suggests the following elements for consideration:

3.1 According to the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS), 1974, as amended, all SOLAS ships (cargo ships above 500 tons gross tonnage and all passenger ships) are required to be fitted for the GMDSS as from 1 January 1999. Given the fact that the GMDSS procedures are based, inter alia, on the use of digital selective calling techniques (DSC) for alerting, which in turn require the use and notification of MMSI, it would seem reasonable to conclude that those ship stations, which contain notified information on their MMSI, may enter into the category of ship stations eligible for inclusion in the paper volume of List V;

3.2 As the basic intention of the paper volume is to provide readily available information on those ships that are regularly involved in routine international travel or engaged in communications with stations of the Maritime Mobile Service of other administrations, it would seem reasonable to exclude from the paper edition all entries relating to pleasure yachts, despite the fact that some of them may be voluntarily equipped with GMDSS equipment and, consequently, their notifications may contain information on the assigned MMSI;

3.3 Notwithstanding the above considerations, administrations will have the option to exclude from the paper volume of List V those ship stations that are not involved in regular international voyages/communications, although they satisfy the above criteria. Similarly, administrations will have the option to include in the paper volume of List V those pleasure yachts that are regularly engaged in international voyages.

4.
In accordance with No. 20.15 of the Radio Regulations, the Bureau invites comments from administrations and the relevant international organizations on the issues raised in this circular-letter. For facilitating the consultation procedure, the Bureau suggests the use of the questionnaire attached to this Circular letter. The questionnaire is rather comprehensive so as to give the Bureau possible future perspectives for the publication of the maritime related publications that would be responsive to the needs of the administrations and to other users of the ITU publications related to the maritime mobile service. The Bureau would appreciate your comments within three months from the date of dispatch of this Circular letter. If the approach proposed is adopted by administrations and the relevant international organizations, the Bureau will issue a new form of notice for notification of the ship stations, which would reflect the results of this consultation, especially the condition referred to in paragraph 3.3 of this Circular letter.  

5.
The Bureau remains at the disposal of administrations, as well as to numerous users and subscribers to List V, for any further information and clarifications they may need in respect to these matters. The Bureau’s contact person for these matters is Mr. Stephen M. Challo, telephone: +41 22 7305217, fax: +42 22 7305785, e-mail: brmail@itu.int. 


Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones


Director


Radiocommunication Bureau

Attached: Annex 1 – Explanatory notes



Annex 2 – Questionnaire

Distribution:
-
 Administrations of Member States of the ITU

-
Members of the Radio Regulations Board 

-
International Maritime Organisation.

annex 1
To CIRCULAR LETTER CM/12

new format of list V (list of ship stations)

Explanatory notes

In order to keep abreast with developments in publication practices and in response to the requests from various users of the List of ship stations (List V), the Radiocommunication Bureau is introducing changes in the form of presentation of the data in the List. Subject to positive comments from administrations and the international organizations concerned, the Bureau intends to publish the 43rd edition of the List (to be published in 2003), as well as the subsequent editions, in a combined form of paper and CD-ROM, as follows:

· The paper part (Part A of List V) would contain particulars of all ship stations notified with MMSI numbers, i.e. basically those ships that are governed by the SOLAS Convention and are required to carry on board a GMDSS installation. 
· The CD-ROM part (Part B of List V) would contain particulars of all ship stations, including those with MMSI numbers, in Adobe Acrobat (pdf) format as well as a consolidated database file, in MS-Access format. The contents shall correspond to the complete Ship Stations database at the time of publication of List V, along with the interface, used in the Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System (MARS).

In developing this questionnaire, the Radiocommunication Bureau has evaluated all relevant elements that need to be considered in this matter, such as the requirements stipulated in the Radio Regulations with respect to List V; the needs expressed by the Search and Rescue Authorities; the modern trends in the global and domestic shipping environments and the preliminary responses received in response to the 41st edition of List V (published in 2001). 

In the Bureau’s opinion, this approach would satisfy, in balanced manner, all foreseen requirements and particularly:

· Those of GMDSS ships, for which the carriage of List V is mandatory, as stipulated in Section VA of Appendix 16, and are subject to radio inspection of ship stations; besides, the installation of the CD-ROM reader onboard these ships would ensure useful redundancy and provide information on all notified ships;

· Those of SAR authorities, which will have the complete database installed in their own premises, in addition to the Internet availability of the ITU MARS data base;

· Those of the regulatory authorities, which will have the complete database easily available for reference and consultation purposes (e.g., register of all notified stations, for checking the eligibility for additional MIDs, etc). 

The results of the above survey will be analysed within the Radiocommunication Bureau and will be taken into account to further improve its products, initially with the restructuring of List V.

ANNEX 2
To CIRCULAR LETTER CM/12

Questionnaire on the publication List V (List of Ship Stations)

Replies to the Questionnaire should be sent to Radiocommunication Bureau to the following address:
Mr. S. CHALLO

Tel: +41 22 730 5217





Fax: +41 22 730 5785





E-mail: brmail@itu.int

International Telecommunication Union
Radiocommunication Bureau
Place de Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland

1
Basic questions concerning the proposed new format:



ڤ   This administration/organization supports the proposed new format



ڤ   This administration/organization does not support the proposed new format



ڤ   This administration/organization has no opinion on the subject matter



ڤ   Other comments:……………………………………………………………………...

Name and title of the authorized person:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Signature of the authorized person:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………


Date: ………………………………..
Additional questions
2.
Please indicate your experience with the use of the CD-ROM data in List V

2.1 For data in Adobe Acrobat (pdf) format 



ڤ   CD-ROM data used without problems 


ڤ   CD-ROM data used after resolving minor problems (please specify) 


………………………………………………………………………………………..

ڤ   CD-ROM data used after resolving major problems (please specify).

………………………………………………………………………………………..



ڤ   CD-ROM data could not be installed due to serious difficulties (please specify) 


………………………………………………………………………………………..



ڤ   CD-ROM data not used at all.

2.2
For data in MS Access format



ڤ   CD-ROM data used without problems 



ڤ   CD-ROM data used after resolving minor problems (please specify) 


………………………………………………………………………………………..



ڤ   CD-ROM data used after resolving major problems (please specify) 


………………………………………………………………………………………..



ڤ   CD-ROM data could not be installed due to serious difficulties (please specify) 


………………………………………………………………………………………..



ڤ   CD-ROM data not used at all.

3.
Please indicate your preference on the format used on CD-ROM (check all your preferences)


ڤ   I would prefer data in Adobe Acrobat (pdf) format



ڤ   I would prefer data in MS-Access format



ڤ   I would prefer data in other formats (please specify) 


………………………………………………………………………………………..



ڤ   I have no preference.

4.
Please indicate your preference for the future editions of List V



ڤ   The current arrangement (paper + CD-ROM) is satisfactory



ڤ   I would prefer all data in paper format



ڤ   I would prefer all data in Adobe Acrobat (pdf) format only



ڤ   I would prefer all data in MS-Access format only

ڤ   I would prefer all data in Adobe Acrobat (pdf) format and in MS-Access format only



ڤ   I would prefer all data in another format (please specify) 


………………………………………………………………………………………..



ڤ   I have no preference.

5.
Please indicate your subscription to other service documents (check all possibilities as applicable), in addition to List V 



ڤ   I subscribe also to List IV (List of Coast Stations)



ڤ   I subscribe also to List VI (List of Radiodetermination and Special Service




Stations)



ڤ   I subscribe also to List VIIA (List of Call Signs and Numerical Identities)


ڤ   I subscribe also to the Manual for use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime


Mobile-Satellite Services



ڤ   I do not subscribe to any other service document.

6.
Please indicate your preference for the format of other service documents



ڤ   All service documents (List IV, List V, List VI, List VIIA) should be published in




paper only



ڤ   I would prefer List IV in CD-ROM format 



ڤ   I would prefer List VI in CD-ROM format 



ڤ   I would prefer List VIIA in CD-ROM format 



ڤ   I have no preference.

7.
If there were possibilities of having consolidated publication of service documents in CD-ROM, I would prefer the following service documents included in the same CD-ROM


ڤ   List V, List VIIA and Manual for use by the Maritime Mobile and Maritime


Mobile-Satellite Services



ڤ   List IV and List VI



ڤ   List IV, List V and List VIIA



ڤ   List IV, List V, List VI and List VIIA


ڤ   List IV, List V, List VI, List VIIA and the Manual for use by the Maritime



Mobile and Maritime Mobile-Satellite Services



ڤ   Other combination (please specify) ………………………………………………….

8.
Please indicate the bases for your comments and replies:



ڤ   My own experience, as I am a user of List V


ڤ   My colleagues’ comments


ڤ   Combination of the above


ڤ   None of the above.
Administration/international organization: …………………………………………………………...

Date and Signature of the authorized person: …………………………………………………………
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