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Circular Letter CM/10 of 19 July 2000

To the Director-General

Dear Sir or Madam,

1.
As stipulated in No. S20.15 of the Radio Regulations, the Radiocommunication Bureau is following very closely the developments related to the publication of service documents, so as to meet the requirements of administrations and other users for data availability in a modern, practical and cost effective way. Particular attention has been given to the publication of the List of Ship Stations (List V) bearing in mind the following elements:

1.1
List V is a service document whose carriage onboard a vessel is mandatory for certain categories of ships. The carriage requirements, as stipulated in Appendix S16 to the Radio Regulations, correspond to the provisions of the International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS),  as amended, for GMDSS ships, and consequently they apply to all ships that are subject to the SOLAS Convention. List V shall contain, inter alia, particulars of ships involved in routine international voyages or ships engaged in communications with stations of the Maritime Mobile Service other than those of their own nationality. 

1.2
The information in List V and in the Ship Stations database, which is available through the Internet on Maritime mobile Access and Retrieval System (MARS) interface, is extensively used by the Search and Rescue (SAR) Authorities in the current Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS).

1.3
The information in List V serves as a basis for determining the eligibility for the allocation of additional Maritime Identification Digits (MID), as indicated in Nos. S19.35 and S19.35.1 of the Radio Regulations.

2.
Given the multiple purposes of the information included in List V, notifications from administrations relating to ship stations for inclusion in the Ship Stations database, are steadily growing (at the rate of about 10 % annually). However, the Bureau notes that a considerable part of these notifications relate to non-SOLAS ships, which are voluntarily equipped with some of the GMDSS equipment. As indicated in various communications addressed to the Bureau in this regard, some notifications are submitted with a view to their inclusion in the MARS-associated Ship Stations database only, making them available to SAR authorities through MARS, mindful of the fact that many of these vessels are not involved in a broader international context which would necessitate their inclusion in List V. Such a course of action is justified by the fact that very few national arrangements were implemented by administrations, in pursuance to Resolution 340(WRC-97). Similarly, some administrations indicated  that some of their ships do not need to be included in either List V nor in Ship Stations database associated with MARS; nevertheless they are obliged to notify them with a view to justifying their demands for an additional MID, bearing in mind the requirements stipulated in the Radio Regulations in this respect. It is to be noted that, currently, all ship stations that are notified to the Radiocommunication Bureau of the International Telecommunication Union are included in both List V and the Ship Stations database associated with MARS.

3.
Consequently, the 40th edition of List V (published in 2000) comprised of approximately 3400 pages in A4 format and in three rather cumbersome volumes. Judging by the current number of stations in the Ship Station database, the next edition of the List would need to be published in four similar volumes. However, out of 350 000 ship stations currently contained in the Ship Stations database, the majority of the stations are related to pleasure ships (with yachts for individual classification) implying vessels that may not be involved in routine international travel nor engaged in communications with stations of the Maritime Mobile Service of other administrations. As such, these stations do not necessarily need to be recorded in international registers; nevertheless, the Bureau includes them in List V, together with the particulars of all other ship stations that are normally eligible for publication in      List V.

4.
Against this background, the Bureau has given full consideration to all aspects related to the contents of List V and the Ship Stations database associated with MARS. In the light of the proposals received from various administrations and other subscribers to List V, the comments from SAR authorities and the comments from the shipping community concerning their needs, the Bureau proposes to change the form of presentation of List V. As from the 41st edition (to be published in July 2001) the following arrangement will be implemented as an interim measure:

4.1
The main annual edition of List V will contain two parts:

4.1.1
Part A, in a paper format (in 1 or 2 volumes, depending on the number of ship stations), will contain particulars of all ship stations notified to the Bureau, with the exception of ship stations related to yacht pleasure ships (i.e. those with ship classification PL-YAT in column 5 of the List). 

4.1.2
Part B, in a CD-ROM format (one CD-ROM), will contain particulars of ship stations installed onboard all yacht pleasure ships  (i.e., those with the ship classification PL-YAT in column 5 of the List). The information therein will be presented in ACROBAT (pdf) format. For sake of completeness, the CD-ROM will also contain the information included in Part A, in ACROBAT (pdf) format.

4.1.3
In addition, the CD-ROM will contain a consolidated database file, in MS-Access format, which corresponds to the complete Ship Stations database at the time of publication of the main edition, along with the MARS interface.

4.2
The subsequent supplements to the annual edition, which are published on a quarterly basis, will also contain two parts as follows:

4.2.1
Part A, in a paper format: this part will contain all amendments to Part A of the paper edition, i.e. amendments to particulars of all ship stations with the exception of those related to pleasure yachts.

4.2.2
Part B, in a CD-ROM format: this part will contain recapitulative information on the particulars of all ship stations installed onboard pleasure ships with yacht classification, (i.e. those with the ship classification PL-YAT in column 5 of the List at the time of printing the supplement) in ACROBAT (pdf) format. For sake of completeness, the CD-ROM will also contain the information included in Part A, in ACROBAT (pdf) format.

4.2.3
A consolidated database file, in MS-Access format, which corresponds to the complete Ship Stations database at the time of printing the supplement, along with the internet MARS interface, will also be included in the CD-ROM.

4.3
In providing the complete and consolidated ship stations database on the CD-ROM, the Bureau wishes to clarify that this information is provided as a service to search and rescue activities and to emphasise the fact that standard copyright practices will continue to be applied in this respect, as well as to the whole publication.

5.
In view of the above arrangement, and in order to ensure that the paper publication of List V contains only particulars of ship stations that are subject to the current SOLAS Convention, the Bureau is considering modifying the relevant notification procedures, so as to facilitate administrations to notify appropriately their ship stations for either the paper version of List V or for the Ship Stations database associated with MARS, or for both. Such an arrangement will keep the volume of List V to a manageable size while providing for the other functions of the Ship Stations database (e.g., ready means for consultation by the SAR authorities, maintaining of the reference situation on the eligibility for additional MID, etc.). 

6.
Notwithstanding the above arrangements, the Bureau draws the attention of administrations to Resolution 340(WRC-97), which invited administrations to set up national maritime databases that contain the particulars of stations as per the List of Ship Stations and the additional information mentioned in the Annex to Resolution 340(WRC-97), and to allow Rescue Coordination Centres (RCC) immediate access to these databases on a permanent basis (24 hours per day, 7 days per week).

7.
The Bureau takes this opportunity to also remind administrations of the importance of judicious management, by the administrations, of the Maritime Identification Digits (MIDs) that are allocated to them, given the fact that the identification system using MIDs represents a basis for the efficient operation of the GMDSS. When assigning Maritime Mobile Service Identities (MMSI), administrations are invited to take into consideration Circular letter CM/4 (which is available from the ITU web-site at the address http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/cl/cm/index.html). The attention of the administrations is specifically drawn to the fact that MMSI numbers should, wherever possible, be assigned to specific vessels.

8.
The Radiocommunication Bureau uses this occasion to thank all administrations and users of List V and the Ship Stations database associated with MARS for their valuable proposals and comments regarding the restructuring of List V. Although the Bureau was not able to implement all suggestions this time, many of them are under ongoing consideration and the Bureau will report on the possibilities of implementing some of them in the near future. The Bureau would welcome comments from administrations with respect to the issues treated in this Circular letter, especially on the arrangement implemented for the 41st edition of List V. The Bureau also wishes to inform the administrations that a questionnaire will be distributed to all subscribers of List V, with the 41st edition of List V, and the respective comments will be used for preparation of the subsequent editions of List V.

9.
The Bureau remains at the disposal of administrations, as well as to numerous users and subscribers to List V, for any further information and clarifications they may need in respect to these matters. The Bureau’s contact person for these matters is Mr. Stephen M. Challo, telephone: +41 22 7305217, fax: +42 22 7305785, e-mail: brmail@itu.int. 


Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones


Director


Radiocommunication Bureau

Distribution:
-
 Administrations of Member States of the ITU
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