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�
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Circular Letter

CM/9�16 April 1999��To Administrations of Member States of the ITU



Subject:	IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION 340 OF WRC - 97 

		Need for Additional Search and Rescue Information in Databases



Reference: Circular Letter CM/6 of 27 February 1998



To the Director-General



	Circular Letter CM/6 concerning the above subject, outlined concrete proposals by the Bureau relating to the implementation of Resolution 340 (WRC-97) and requested administrations for their suggestions and comments thereto.

	The Bureau has been analysing the responses received so far from administrations to Circular-letter CM/6. These responses are mainly favourable concerning the approach proposed by the Bureau. Following these consultations, the Bureau shall incorporate information about gross tonnage, in addition to the information described in Annex 2, to that Circular-letter. This shall be a new data element for Gross Tonnage (numerical format, up to seven digits) as an optional field in the new ITU Maritime database. 



	At the same time, the Bureau has been developing appropriate paper notification forms and electronic notification format to facilitate submission by administrations of the required additional information for Global Maritime Distress and Safety System, GMDSS.

	For ship stations equipped for the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System, GMDSS, the additional information is now an extra requirement. Annex 1 contains the paper notification form that provides for all information details now applicable to a GMDSS ship station. Annex 2, contains a description of the electronic format for notification of all ship stations, GMDSS and non-GMDSS. In addition, at the back of Annex 1 and 2, there is some pertinent information concerning their completion. 

	Administrations are requested to submit to the Bureau particulars of their GMDSS ship stations as soon as possible, in the appropriate manner. The Bureau recommends electronic notifications as these offer distinct advantages. 

	Your attention is drawn to the fact that the existing paper notification forms for the List of ship stations, List V, continue, for some time, to be valid for non-GMDSS ship stations.

	The additional information referred to in the Annex to the Resolution will be accessible through the Internet via the current ITU Maritime Mobile Access and Retrieval System, MARS . It is envisaged that, in future, MARS shall have the following categories of user access:

a)	General users: access to the information currently in MARS and published in the List of Ship Stations and to the additional information referred to in the Annex except names and addresses of the contact person ashore and the alternative 24-hour emergency telephone number.

b) Administrations and notified Rescue Co-ordination Centres / SAR authorities: access to the information as currently in MARS and published in the List of Ship Stations and including all the new additional information referred to in Resolution 340 (WRC-97).

	The Global Maritime Distress and Safety System was fully implemented on 1 February this year. As you are aware, the Radio Regulations accords top priority to Distress and Safety matters. The additional information in the International and National databases are intended to support the GMDSS by facilitating search and rescue activities. Administrations are requested to give their due attention to these matters and to inform appropriately their maritime administrations, rescue co-ordination centres and SAR authorities.

	The Radiocommunication Bureau remains at the disposal of administrations for any further information regarding the above matters and still welcomes suggestions and comments from administrations in meeting the implementation of Resolution 340 of the World Radiocommunication Conference (Geneva, 1997).

							Yours faithfully,



							Robert W. Jones 

							Director, Radiocommunications Bureau.





Attached : Annex 1 - paper notification form for GMDSS ship station.

	    Annex 2 - description of data format for electronic notification.



Distribution:�-	 Administrations of Member States of the ITU

-	Members of the Radio Regulations Board 

-	International Maritime Organisation.
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For Notification forms, diskettes, telefax, mail, etc. 



The Director of Radiocommunication Bureau-ITU

Place des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

(Direct Telefax. No.: +41 22 730 5785)



For Electronic mail (email) 

brmail@itu.int
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�Notifications should be addressed to:





For Notification forms, diskettes, telefax, mail, etc. 



The Director of Radiocommunication Bureau-ITU

Place des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 20

Switzerland

(Direct Telefax. No.: +41 22 730 5785)



For Electronic mail (email) 

brmail@itu.int





Electronic Notification Format 



Format:	ASCII text file

Field delimiter:	Semicolon (;) 

Occurrence delimiter:	Comma (,) 



STRUCTURE OF RECORD LAYOUT: 



Column 1: Field.				-	Indicates the order in which data is to be notified.

Column 2: Field Name			-	The name of the field.

Column 3: Length (Max.)		-	Indicates the maximum number of characters in each field.

Column 4: Occurrences (Max.)	-	The following fields may contain more than one value. Each value is to be separated with the Occurrence delimiter

i.e. Comma (,)



Field 3		-	Selective Call Number(s)

Field 5		-	INMARSAT Number(s)

Field 12		-	Individual Classification

Field 13		-	Nature of Service





Column 5: Remarks			-	Useful information.







Rules:



1	Each field is to be separated using the Field delimiter (;).

2	The field delimiter (i.e. Semi-colon (;)) should not be used in any field.

3	No field should exceed the maximum length allocated to it (refer to the Length (Max.) in the Record Layout).

4	Only codes, mentioned in the Preface to List V,  for each field will be accepted.

5	The order in which the fields are mentioned in the attached Record Layout should ALWAYS be respected.



e.g. A;shipname;callsign;



6	Field delimiters should be used even if there is no data for a given field.



e.g. A;BLUE NOMAD;WAK8704;;303601000;;;USA;ALS;;;PL;VLR;CP;;HX;S;STV;;…..



7	The Occurrence delimiter should be used when more than one value is notified for the fields mentioned above



e.g. A;BLUE MARLIN;3FOP5;S42518;355725000;435572510,635572510;;PNR;;;;MM;CON;CP;;



8	Ship name should be notified in UPPER case only

9	No accented characters are to be used in a ship name.

10	Do not include the call sign with the name, even if there are several stations with the same name (the call sign is included automatically in those cases).

11	Roman numbers at the beginning of a ship name should be preceded by a dollar sign ($) and followed by a space and the rest of the ship name. If the dollar�	sign is omitted, the numerical value of the roman number will not be considered in  sorting order.



e.g. $XXVI SEIZED KPPS



12	The sign # should never be used to indicate “number”. Use instead abbreviation NO.



e.g.  DESPATCH NO.2



In order to avoid any discrepancy in the station data, you are requested to ALWAYS notify the full station particulars for Action Code (M) - Modification and Action Code (A) - Addition.



____________________
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NOTIFICATION  FORM

(SHIP STATIONS)
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Place des Nations�Telephone 	+41 22 730 51 11�Telex 421 000 uit ch�Internet: itumail@itu.int��CH-1211 Geneva 20�Telefax	Gr3:	+41 22 733 72 56�Telegram ITU GENEVE�X.400	S=itumail; P=itu��Switzerland�	Gr4:	+41 22 730 65 00��	A=400net; C=ch��



*�Mandatory fields��#�Information as specified in Resolution 340 (WRC-97)��**�Either one or both of the items is to be provided.��



*�Mandatory fields��#�Information as specified in Resolution 340 (WRC-97)��**�Either one or both of the items is to be provided.��
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NOTIFICATION  FORM
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*�Mandatory fields��#�Information as specified in Resolution 340 (WRC-97)��**�Either one or both of the items is to be provided.��
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DATA FORMAT FOR ELECTRONIC NOTIFICATION

(SHIP  STATIONS)  

Radio Regulations (RR) Article S20 and Resolution 340 (WRC-97) 
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*�Mandatory fields��#�Information as specified in Resolution 340 (WRC-97)��**�Either one or both of the items is to be provided.��












