INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION


	Radiocommunication Bureau�	(Direct Fax No. +41 22 730 57 85)�
�IMPORT R:\\APP\\WW6\\itulogo.WMF����
�
	Circular-letter	12 August 1998


	CM/8


To Administrations of Members States of the ITU





�
Subject:	Protection against Harmful Interference to satellite emergency position-indicating radio beacons operating in the band 406 - 406.1 MHz 


�
To the Director General





Dear Sir, 





	The International Maritime Organisation has drawn the attention of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) to the decisions of the sixty-ninth session of the IMO Safety Committee concerning harmful interference caused to 406 MHz satellite emergency position-indicating radio beacons (EPIRBs) operating with the COSPAS-SARSAT system as part of the Global Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) and the Recommendation which it has adopted on the prevention of the harmful interference. It has further requested the ITU to bring this Recommendation to the notice of its Members. Accordingly, I enclose the Recommendation in annex.





	In this connection, the Radiocommunication Bureau also understands that a large number of wireless modems capable of operating in the band 400 - 420 MHz, with a power output of 4 watts have been manufactured, sold for operation and that more are being manufactured. Significant interference to the life-saving COSPAS-SARSAT search and rescue satellite system has already been reported from some of these transmitters which were found to be operating on the frequency 406.0 MHz. Similar operation by a significant number of such transmitters will only aggravate the interference situation. In the light of the Radio Regulations Provision Nos. S5.266 (RR649) and S5.267 (RR649A) the latter of which specifically prohibits any emission capable of causing harmful interference to authorised uses of the band 406 - 406.1 MHz, your Administration is requested to ensure that the band  406 - 406.1 MHz is not authorised for any transmission, by adopting such measures as appropriate, in order to provide adequate protection to the mobile satellite service to which the band in question is exclusively allocated.    





	Yours faithfully,














	Robert W. Jones�	Director�	Radiocommunication Bureau


Annex: IMO Recommendation 
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