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	Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)


	Circular Letter


CCRR/16
	24 September 2001


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Draft new Rules of Procedure as a consequence of Council Resolution 1182

To the Director General

Dear Madam/Sir,


At its twenty-fourth meeting (10-18 September 2001) the Radio Regulations Board gave detailed consideration to resolves 2 of Council Resolution 1182 which recommended, inter alia, that the RRB develop, as a matter of urgency, a set of Rules of Procedure, consistent with the Radio Regulations, intended to eliminate the backlog in the Radiocommunication Bureau’s processing of satellite network filings. Please find enclosed (Annex 1) the text of the decision taken by the RRB at its meeting, together with proposals for new Rules of Procedure intended to address the above-mentioned Resolution.

2.
In accordance with No. S13.17 of the Radio Regulations, the proposals contained in the Annex are made available to administrations for comment before being submitted to the RRB pursuant to No. S13.14. The RRB has also invited Administrations to submit any other proposals for its consideration pursuant to Council Resolution 1182.

3.
To enable the Radiocommunication Bureau to prepare, translate and post on the ITU Website the consolidated submissions to the RRB in time for the 25th meeting, which commences on 3 December 2001, any comments or proposals that you may wish to submit should reach the Bureau not later than 7 November 2001.






Yours faithfully,






Robert W. Jones





Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annex 1:

Distribution:

-
Administrations of Member States of the ITU
-
Members of the Radio Regulations Board
- 
Director and Heads of Department of the Radiocommunication Bureau

RNS/at

ANNEX 1

RRB Decision - Item 7

The RRB considered a number of possible means of addressing the current backlog in processing satellite network filings by the Radiocommunication Bureau. In particular, the Board assessed possible responses to the recommendation of the ITU Council in Resolution 1182. The Council Resolution, inter alia, recommended the RRB to develop, as a matter of urgency, a set of Rules of Procedure intended to eliminate the backlog. The RRB also noted contributions from the Administration of the United States of America and five European administrations.

The RRB noted that Advance Publication Information procedures, whilst requiring some BR resources, do not have any processing backlog. The main backlog is in the regulatory and technical examination of requests for coordination and in notification, and the RRB concentrated on these aspects. Contributions from administrations also included possible options to address these stages of processing.

The Board considered information from the Administration of the United States of America relating to:

a)
Simplification of submissions and publication through simplifying the structure and volume of information prescribed in Appendix S4 of the Radio Regulations. This aspect links directly to the first of the examples included in Council Resolution 1182.

b)
Automation of regulatory checks required to be undertaken by the Radiocommunication Bureau pursuant to S11.31.

The Board is aware that both of the above-mentioned issues are subject to detailed consideration by Working Party 4A, the next meeting of which commences on 3 October 2001.

Proposals submitted to the Board from five European administrations focus on reducing the regulatory and technical examination of coordination requests and limiting such examination to the notification stage.

Having regard to all of the above, the RRB decided to take the following steps:

1)
Write to Working Party 4A to urge them to accelerate their work on simplification of Appendix S4 information and on possible specifications for greater automation of regulatory checks currently undertaken by the Radiocommunication Bureau. Working Party 4A to be asked to provide a report on their work to enable the RRB to further consider possible steps at its next (25th) meeting.

2)
Write to the Administration of the United States of America to encourage them to continue their work, including with WP 4A, on areas of potential improvement in the processing of satellite notices.

3)
Request the Director, BR, to arrange urgent distribution to administrations of draft Rules of Procedure (Attachment 1) for comments under S13.17 to enable the Board to consider their adoption at its next (25th) meeting. The circular letter should also include an invitation to administrations to consider any additional proposals.

4)
Request the Radiocommunication Bureau to provide information for its next (25th) meeting on the implications of proceeding with the draft Rules of Procedure (Attachment 1), particularly any potential implications that may affect the rights of administrations and the prescribed protection of other services. The Bureau should also indicate the effect on its processing of notices.

ATTACHMENT 1

Draft new Rules concerning Article S9 to the RR

ADD
S9.35

1
The Board noted Resolution 1182 of the 2001 session of the Council regarding the elimination of the backlog in the Radiocommunication Bureau's processing of satellite network filings, which inter alia recommends the RRB "to develop, as a matter of urgency, a set of Rules of Procedure, consistent with the Radio Regulations, intended to eliminate the backlog." (resolves 2.1, Resolution 1182).

2
The Board has carefully studied the different regulatory/technical steps, which apply to the processing of a coordination request, and is of the opinion that simplification of the examination of requests for coordination under the provisions of No. S9.35 is a measure that will assist in reducing processing time and consequently the backlog. Such a measure will, however, place greater responsibility on administrations of ensuring that their satellite network coordination requests are in conformity with the applicable provisions of the Radio Regulations.

3
The Board decided to instruct the Bureau to suspend the examination under No. S9.35 of coordination request information with respect to its conformity with No. S11.31. The Board understands that the full regulatory examination under No. S11.31 shall be performed by the Bureau when examining a notice submitted under Article S11.

4
The Board considers the above as measures to respond to Council Resolution 1182 to be used on a provisional basis until further decisions by WRC‑03, and to apply to those networks for which complete coordination information has been received by the Bureau on and after 1 May 1999.

MOD
S9.36

NOC

1
…

NOC

2
…

ADD

3
In response to Resolution 1182 of the 2001 session of the Council (see Rules of Procedure under No. S9.35), the Board concluded that when identifying any administration with which coordination may need to be effected under No. S9.7, the Bureau shall apply the coordination arc concept as described in Table S5‑1 to Appendix S5, No. S9.7 (GSO/GSO) with all associated provisions to all services in all frequency bands above 3 GHz, with an orbital arc threshold defined as follows:

	3 400-10 950 MHz
	Networks with a space station within an orbital arc of (10( of the nominal orbital position of the proposed network

	10.95-17.7 GHz
	Networks with a space station within an orbital arc of (9( of the nominal orbital position of the proposed network

	Over 17.7 GHz
	Networks with a space station within an orbital arc of (8( of the nominal orbital position of the proposed network


ADD

4
The Board considers the above as measures to respond to Council Resolution 1182 to be used on a provisional basis until further decisions by WRC‑03, and to apply to those networks for which complete coordination information has been received by the Bureau on and after 1 May 1999.1
ADD

5
See also Rules of Procedure under No. S9.42 (§ 1).

MOD
S9.42

ADD

1
When applying the provisions under No. S9.42 to services other than FSS in bands listed under items 1), 2) and 3) of column 3 of Table S5‑1 (Appendix S5) as well as to all services outside of the bands listed under the above items (see Rules of Procedure under No. S9.36 (§§ 3‑5)), the Board confirmed that the calculation method given in §§ 2.2.1.1 and 2.2.2.1 of Appendix S8 shall continue to be used when simple frequency-sharing transponders are used on the space station on board a geostationary satellite operating frequency assignments allocated to the services listed above.

NOC

2
...

Draft new Rules concerning Article S11 to the RR

ADD
S11.35

1
In response to Resolution 1182 of the 2001 session of the Council (see Rules of Procedure under No. S9.35) and in particular to resolves 2.1a), the Board decided that the Bureau shall apply No. S11.41 to a notice for which the examination with respect to No. S11.31 leads to a favourable finding, but for which the notifying administration requests explicitly the application of No. S11.41 and states the procedure for coordination under Nos. S9.7, S9.7A, S9.7B, S9.11, S9.12, S9.12A, S9.13 or S9.14 could not be successfully completed due to continuing disagreement. The attention of administrations is drawn to the provisions of No. S11.42 applying to stations using frequency assignments recorded under No. S11.41.

2
The Board considers the above as measures to respond to Council Resolution 1182 to be used on a provisional basis until further decisions by WRC‑03, and to apply to those networks for which a complete notice under No. S11.15 or a resubmitted notice under No. S11.46 has been received by the Bureau as of 1 January 2002.

� 	The Bureau is currently examining notices received by the Bureau after 1 January 1999.


1 	The Bureau is currently examining notices received by the Bureau after 1 January 1999.
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