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	Circular Letter


CCRR/14
	14 August 2001


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU

Subject:
Draft modification to part A6 of the Rules of Procedure

To the Director General

Dear Madam/Sir,

Please find enclosed a proposal for a modification to part A6 of the Rules of Procedure (Rules concerning the Regional Agreement relating to the planning of VHF/UHF television broadcasting in the African Broadcasting Area and neighbouring countries (Geneva, 1989)).

The modification concerns the application of the Agreement with respect to frequency assignments involving digital television systems. This rule has been prepared following a formal request by one administration to introduce frequency assignments for television using digital modulation. The concerned frequency assignments were published in Part A of Special Section GE89, no comment was received during the consultation period, and the update of the Plan will be made on a provisional basis, pending the consideration of the relevant Rule of Procedure by the RRB.


In accordance with Article S13.17 of the Radio Regulations, the proposal is made available for comment before being submitted to the RRB pursuant to Article S13.14.


To enable the Radiocommunication Bureau to prepare, translate and post on the ITU website the consolidated submission to the RRB in time for the 25th meeting which commences on 3 December 2001, any comments that you may wish to submit should reach the Bureau not later than 2 November 2001. Please note that other Rules of Procedure, related to part A6, are on the agenda of the 24th RRB meeting (10 – 18 September 2001), as distributed with CCRR/10 and CCRR/13.


Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annex: 1

Distribution:

-
Administrations of Member States of the ITU

-
Members of the Radio Regulations Board

- 
Director and Heads of Department of the Radiocommunication Bureau


annex

PART A6

Rules concerning the Regional Agreement relating to the planning of
VHF/UHF television broadcasting in the African Broadcasting Area
and neighbouring countries
(Geneva, 1989) (GE89)

[ADD]

2.
Execution of the Agreement


When a notice is received for a modification under Article 4 of the Agreement, the relevant coordination distances shall equally be applied to analogue and digital systems. An appropriate symbol shall be used to identify the television standard. Calculations requested in application of paragraphs 4.3.8 and 4.3.13 of the Agreement shall, where possible, be made using the most recent ITU-R Recommendation.
Reasons: 

The Regional Agreement GE89 has been established for analogue television. However, in paragraph 2.3 of Article 2, it is stated that “Administrations of the planning area may use different technical criteria from those contained in Annex 2 on the condition of providing the same protection to the Plan, confirmed by the IFRB, as provided for in the Agreement”, which may be used as a permitting provision for the introduction of the digital modulation, subject to the fulfilment of some conditions.

In view of some parallelism between the GE89 and ST61 Agreement, and bearing in mind that, in the context of the Regional Agreement ST61, the RRB already approved an appropriate Rule of Procedure (see Part A2 of the Rules of Procedure, which stipulates that the same coordination distance is applied equally to analogue and digital systems), the same approach is considered appropriate for the GE89 Agreement.

However, the GE89 Agreement is different from the ST61 Agreement in some other elements, especially in the context of providing assistance to administrations. According to §4.3.8 of GE89, an administration may ask the Bureau to provide a calculation of the interfering field, but the Agreement does not contain the necessary protection ratios in the case of interfering or interfered digital television transmissions. The same problem may arise when, in accordance with §4.3.13, the Bureau is requested to make technical studies related to the procedure. For those cases, it is advisable to use the latest ITU-R Recommendation (ITU-R BT 1368-2) subject to the necessary software being available.
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