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Subject:	Matters related to the Radio Regulations Board (RRB) ( S13.17


To the Director General


Dear Madam/Sir,


	Please find enclosed (Annex 1) a proposal for a modification to a Rule of Procedure developed by the Radiocommunication Bureau following a request by the Radio Regulations Board at its 18th Meeting (8(12 November 1999).


	In accordance with Article S13.17 of the Radio Regulations, the proposal is made available for comment before being submitted to the RRB pursuant to Article S13.14.


	To enable the Radiocommunication Bureau to prepare, translate and post on the ITU website the consolidated submission to the RRB in time for the next meeting which commences on 21 February 2000, any comments that you may wish to submit, should reach the Bureau not later than 24 January 2000.





					Yours faithfully,











	Robert W. Jones


	Director, Radiocommunication Bureau











Attachment








Distribution:


-	Administrations of Member States of the ITU


-	Members of the Radio Regulations Board


- 	Director and Heads of Department of the Radiocommunication Bureau





�
ANNEX 1





Possible Rules of Procedure relating to the improvement of data input, processing and publication output of satellite network coordination requests submitted to the BR





1.	At its 18th meeting (Geneva, 8(12 November 1999), the RRB noted the Report of the Director, in particular the latest information on the backlog in satellite network filings in the Space Services Department. The RRB noted that the backlog is continuing to grow and that urgent measures were required immediately to address the problem. The RRB members urged administrations to consider proposals for WRC-2000 and for the Bureau to assist wherever possible in that work. Meanwhile, the BR was asked to prepare possible Rules of Procedure for consideration at the next RRB Meeting that would propose improved data input, processing and publication output in the BR treatment of current filings.


2.	The BR has reviewed the satellite network coordination and notification processes under Articles S9 and S11, associated Appendices, Resolutions, taking due consideration of the existing Rules of Procedure (edition 1998) with a view to identifying any initiatives that could be implemented quickly, which would improve the overall process.


3.	The Bureau has examined a range of possibilities but notes that, within the current provisions of the Radio Regulations, the options are quite limited. There are three main areas of focus for improvement, data input and capture, technical and regulatory examination, and publication.


3.1	In respect of data input and capture, there is significant scope for improved processing time by adopting greater use of electronic submission and capture of data. The Bureau will be in a position to implement new measures within its own procedures and within current regulatory provisions and Rules of Procedure early in 2000. These steps will follow the availability of new software.


3.2	As regards the technical and regulatory examination elements of the process, there is very limited scope for improved processing within the current regulatory requirements. The Bureau notes that some proposals have been included in the CPM Report to WRC(2000 (Chapter 7) and, in particular, proposals relating to a “Coordination Trigger” and “Separation of uplink and downlink data” offer promise for an appreciable reduction in processing time in the Bureau. However, noting the consideration of these concepts by WRC(2000, it would not be appropriate to propose them to the RRB. One proposal is made for a variation to the application of Rules of Procedure relating to S11.32 as noted below.


3.3	The Bureau has already introduced improvements in its internal processing of the publication of findings both in terms of resources and more automated procedures. Electronic publishing pursuant to Resolution 30 (WRC-97) is being introduced from 1 January 2000 and further improvements will be made progressively towards greater availability of data in electronic form. There are now only minimal delays in the process of publication of findings.


4.	Whilst some improvements are possible through the changes noted in paragraph 3 above, the Bureau is of the view that substantial improvement can only be achieved through modifications to the Radio Regulations. It is noted that the RRB has urged administrations to consider such proposals for change to WRC-2000 in the context of Resolution 86 (Minneapolis).  


�
Proposed modification


Advancing date on which Rule of Procedure relating to paragraph b) of S11.32 goes into effect


1. 	The Radio Regulations Board finalised at its 14th meeting (30 November - 8 December 1998) a consolidated new set of Rules of Procedure for their possible use by the Radiocommunication Bureau and administrations as from the date of the provisional application of the simplified Radio Regulations (1 January 1999).


2. 	Except for some Rules for which the RRB specifically adopted different dates of application, the Bureau applies the new set of Rules of Procedure to submissions which were received after 1 January 1999.


3. 	In the new sets of Rules of Procedure there are some measures to facilitate the processing of notices by the Bureau.  Particularly, paragraph b) of S11.32 is useful because it reduces the Bureau’s examination time by omitting S11.31 examination in cases where administrations submit the notices without fulfilling the coordination requirements.  If the application of this Rule is extended to the notices that were received after 1 January 1998, the Bureau could save some examination time because they are not yet examined as a result of the backlog.


4. 	In view of the necessity to improve the efficiency of processing notices and thus reduce the backlog, the following modification of the Rule is proposed in order to advance the application date of paragraph b) of S11.32.


S11.32


1	Examination of a frequency assignment to a space station


The literal application of this provision would lead to the examination of the notified assignment with any station identified in application of No. S9.27 while this examination or a major part of it was already done during the application of the coordination procedure. The Board adopted a practical approach which consists of the following:


a)	Calculations with respect to networks of an administration indicated in the notice as having given its agreement to the coordination Nos. S9.7 to S9.9 are not carried out, assuming that any difference that may exist between the notified characteristics and those published in the relevant Special Section under Nos. S9.7 to S9.9 is coordinated with and accepted by this administration.


b)	If all administrations identified in the relevant Special Sections mentioned above are not included in Boxes A5/A6 without any reference to § 6 of Appendix S5 or No. S11.32A, the notice shall be sent back to the administration with an unfavourable finding with respect to No. S11.32. For practical reasons, when an unfavourable finding with respect to No. S11.32 is given at this stage, the examination under No. S11.31 shall not be performed.


	(See Circular Letter No. 104 of 10 August 1998 and Rules of Procedure under No. S9.52C).





ADD	Note – The Rule referred to in paragraph b) above applies in respect of any case where a notification is received after 1 January 1998.





c)	In order to identify other administrations that may be affected, the notified characteristics are compared with those published in the Special Section mentioned above and, if they are identical or covered by those published in these Special Sections, the result of calculations/examination already made for these Special Sections is used.


d)	If the notified characteristics are different from those published, calculations are made on the basis of Appendix S5 and, if additional administrations (other than those listed in corresponding Special Sections in column A5/A6) which either receive more interference or cause more interference due to the modified characteristics than that previously received or caused are identified, an unfavourable finding shall be given and the notice form shall be returned to the notifying administration. The notifying administration would be requested to publish a modification to the Special Section in question and initiate coordination with administrations identified in that modified Special Section. If there is no additional administration which would receive more interference or cause more interference due to the modified characteristics than that previously received or caused is identified, a favourable finding shall be given. See also Rules of Procedure relating to No. S9.27.
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