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To Administrations of Member States of the ITU


�
Subject:	Proposed approval of revised Question ITU-R 217/10


I wish to inform you that the Vatican City Administration has submitted a revision to Question �ITU-R 217/10 for approval by correspondance in accordance to § 3.2 and 3.3 of Resolution ITU-R 1-2 which states that:


“3.2	Other new or revised Questions may be approved by:


–	Radiocommunication Assemblies;


–	by correspondence in the interval between Radiocommunication Assemblies, when 	submitted to the Director by a Member State or after adoption by a Study Group (see § 3.3).


3.3	The Director shall collect all Questions submitted for approval by correspondence under § 3.2 and circulate them to the Member States in groups of related topics at appropriate intervals. Such Questions shall be approved, and have the same status as Questions approved at a Radiocommunication Assembly if:


–	a simple majority of all the Member State respondents are in agreement;


–	and at least 10 replies are received within four months after circulation;


and shall be assigned for study in accordance with § 3.4.”


Annex 1 to this Circular includes the accompanying letter of the Vatican City State Administration to the Director, BR and Annex 2 includes the proposed revised text of Question ITU-R 217/10.


With regard to the provisions of §  3.3 of Resolution ITU-R 1-2, I would be grateful if you inform me by 14 April 1999 whether your Administration approves, or does not approve, the revised Question ITU-R 217/10 as proposed by the Vatican City State Administration.


�
After the above-mentioned deadline, I will notify the results of this consultation by Administrative Circular. If the revised Question is approved, it will have the same status as Questions approved at a Radiocommunication Assembly and will become an official text attributed to Radiocommunication Study Group 10.


	Robert W. Jones


	Director, Radiocommunication Bureau














Annexes:


1. Letter of the Vatican City State Administration


2. Draft revision of Question ITU-R 217/10











Distribution:


-	Administrations of Member States of the ITU


-	Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of Radiocommunication Study Group 10


�



ANNEX 1


�



ANNEX 2





Vatican City State


Draft revision of QUESTION ITU-R 217/10


DIGITAL BROADCASTING AT FREQUENCIES BELOW 30 MHz


(1995)


The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,


considering


a)	that the reception quality of AM broadcasting in the LF, MF and HF bands (150 kHz to 26 MHz) suffers from:


–	limited AF bandwidth, partly due to planning constraints;


–	the disturbing effects of sky-wave propagation;


–	man-made noise;


b)	that AM reception quality is relatively poor compared with FM broadcast or CD quality;


c)	that new digital techniques have enabled significant improvements in reception quality to be obtained in other broadcasting bands;


d)	that preliminary consideration indicates possibilities to introduce digital modulation systems in the AM broadcasting bands which can take advantage of low bit rate coding,


d)	that the introduction of digital modulation systems in the broadcasting bands below 30 MHz has been shown to be feasible by using low bit-rate coding;


e)	that Resolution 517 (WRC-97) invites the ITU-R to continue its studies on digital techniques in HF broadcasting as a matter of urgency,


	recognizing


a)	that the implementation of an ITU recommended single worldwide standard for any digital sound broadcasting emission at frequencies below 30 MHz would be extremely beneficial, particularly for developing countries, since it allows for:


–	a single common receiver for all the broadcasting bands below 30 MHz, as it is presently the case for analogue emissions;


–	mass scale production resulting in receivers as economical as possible;


–	more economical analogue to digital conversion of existing transmitting infrastructures;


b)	that the World Broadcasting Union (WBU) at the meeting of its Inter-Union Technical Committee (April 1998) has expressed its support to the ITU-R activities leading to the adoption of single worldwide standards for broadcasting;


c)	that the adoption of a single worldwide standard would greatly contribute to enhance the pre-eminent role of the ITU in telecommunication as foreseen in Art. 11 of the ITU Convention (CV 159),


	decides that the following Question should be studied


1	What single commonnew digital sound broadcasting modulation systems can be recommended for useused in the LF, MF and HF bands, to improve spectrum efficiency and reception quality for national and international coverage?


2	What type of digital coding and modulation schemes are implemented in the above mentioned system to system can be used with new transmissions while maintaining compatibility with existing planning of the LF, MF and HF broadcasting bands?


3	What service enhancement is provided by the above mentioned using a digital sound broadcastingmodulation system compared with existing AM broadcasting?


4	How can the above mentioneda digital modulation system be implemented with existing transmitting equipment?


5	What kind of new services, if any, can be introduced in the AM broadcasting bands using the above mentioned digital sound broadcasting systemsmodulation?


6	What is the complexity of the dual standard receivers able to receive transmissions using digital modulation and AM systems?


NOTE 1 – See Recommendations ITU�R BS. [Doc.10/28](Doc.10/BL/2) and ITU�R BS.[Doc.10/29](Doc.10/BL/3).


	further decides


1	that the results of the above studies should lead to the formulation of an appropriate Recommendation by 1999;


2	that administrations be invited to provide relevant contributions.
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