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	Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)


	Administrative Circular

CACE/194
	3 November 2000


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and
Radiocommunication Sector Members participating in the work of
the Radiocommunication Study Groups and the Special Committee on
Regulatory/Procedural Matters

Subject:
Announcement of the establishment of a Correspondence Group concerning the changing radiocommunication trends and the impact on the structure of the ITU-R Study Groups

Introduction

The Radiocommunication Assembly, held in Istanbul from 1 to 5 May 2000, decided to form a Correspondence Group to examine the possible evolution of the structure of the work in ITU-R (see Documents RA-2000/PLEN/8 and RA-2000/PLEN/109, Section 12, both available from http://www.itu.int/itudoc/itu-r/ra/ra-2000/docs/index.html).

The Correspondence Group is to consider the evolving radiocommunication trends and structure options both in the short term and the long term based on contributions from Member States and Sector Members.

Programme of work

A schedule of activities and agenda items for the work of the Correspondence Group is contained in the annex.  Document RA-2000/PLEN/8 is considered the starting point. The correspondence activity will also consider:

a)
the trends of convergence and integration of systems supporting communication services and applications, including wireless and wireline access, fixed and mobile, terrestrial and satellite, telecommunications and broadcasting; 

b)
Resolution ITU-R 4-3;

c)
that the structure of the work in ITU-R has traditionally followed the definitions of the radiocommunication services and that many of the radiocommunication systems in use today do not correspond precisely to the defined radiocommunication services; 

d)
that ITU-R needs to adapt itself to the changing trends to produce significant results;

e)
that the Study Group structure should offer a focus for business and institutional interests of the ITU-R membership to attract the necessary expertise and allow more effective coverage of the work by the ITU-R Members;

f)
that focussed work will facilitate the timely development and approval of Recommendations, so that ITU-R becomes more responsive to market and industry needs while maintaining the high technical quality of Recommendations;

g)
that the structure of the Study Groups should allow the most efficient development of the work in terms of impact on the ITU-R budget.
Working method

The Correspondence Group will work through an e-mail reflector that has been set up for this purpose. The e-mail reflector address is:

r-sg-structure@itu.int
Those wishing to subscribe to the e-mail reflector should send an e-mail to the following address:

mailserv@itu.int
with the following single line in the body of the e-mail message:

subscribe r-sg-structure

At a later stage, a page may be set up in the ITU web site to facilitate the distribution of documents.

Contributions

Contributions in response to the work of the Correspondence Group are invited. These will be processed according to the provisions laid down in Resolution ITU-R 1-3.

Participants are encouraged to submit contributions by electronic mail to the reflector list that has been set up for this purpose:

r-sg-structure@itu.int
Participation

It is requested that the intended participation of your representative(s) be made by themselves by subscribing to the e-mail to the reflector that has been set up for this activity.


Robert W. Jones

Director, Radiocommunication Bureau
Annex: 1

Distribution:
–
Administrations of Member States and Radiocommunication Sector Members

–
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Groups and the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters

–
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Conference Preparatory Meeting

–
Members of the Radio Regulations Board

–
Secretary-General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

ANNEX 1

Initial schedule of activities by the Correspondence Group 
on ITU-R Study Group structure

(Period: November 2000 – March 2001)

Up to 20 November 2000
Registration of participants in the reflector list
21 November 2000 
Initiation of Activities

31 December 2000
Closing of first round of discussions

2 January 2001
Summary of Activities and start of second round of discussions

31 January 2001
Closing of second round of discussions

2 February 2001
Summary of discussions and start of third round with a view to finalize a report to the RAG

2 March 2001
Draft final report to the RAG is submitted to BR

J.M. COSTA

Convener, Correspondence Group on 
ITU-R Study Group Structure
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