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�
Subject:	Report of the Tenth Meeting of the Radiocommunication Study Group�Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen


	The Tenth Meeting of the Radiocommunication Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen took place in Geneva, 26 November 1999.


	Please find in annex the summary report of this meeting.
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Director, Radiocommunication Bureau


REPORT OF THE 10TH MEETING OF ITU-R STUDY GROUP�CHAIRMEN AND VICE-CHAIRMEN


Geneva, 26 November 1999


Opening


The Director of BR opened the meeting at 0900 hours and welcomed the participants.


General review of resolutions and recommendations of WARCs/WRCs (Document CVC-10/1)


The Director of BR recalled that Resolution 95 (WRC-97) instructed the Director of BR to review the resolutions and recommendations of previous conferences and to report on their status and on follow-up action. In response to a suggestion that two lists should be prepared, one dealing with all resolutions and recommendations, the other only with those related to the agenda of the forthcoming conference, he said that Resolution 95 required a general review of all resolutions and recommendations, and that it would be up to the conference to decide which resolutions and recommendations it wished to consider. He invited the study group officials to consider the preliminary report annexed to Document CVC-10/1 and to make any comments, preferably before the forthcoming meeting of RAG. 


Biennial budget 2000-2001 of radiocommunication study groups (Document CVC-10/2)


Document CVC-10/2 contrasted the budget approved by the Council for 2000-2001 with that approved for 1998-1999. The budget for 2000-2001 envisaged slightly higher direct costs but substantially reduced costs for documentation. A breakdown of projected costs for study groups in 2000-2001 was also given, although it was subject to change depending on the programme of work, which would be decided by RA-2000 and by WRC-2000, and on the timetable of meetings. 


Radiocommunication study group financial situation (Document CVC-10/3)


Document CVC-10/3 reported on the financial situation as at 15 November 1999, as well as giving the estimated balance at 31 December 1999. The estimated deficit of over one million Swiss francs at the end of the year with regard to document production costs was largely explained by the overrun in the CPM document production budget.


The Director expressed concern that the current budget for document production had been exceeded, particularly bearing in mind that the corresponding budget for the next biennium would be smaller. He noted that, so far, the greater use of electronic means had added to document production costs rather than reducing them, because of continuing demand for paper copies as well as CD ROMs.


The Chairperson of RAG said that the subject of documentation costs would be taken up at the forthcoming meeting of RAG in January 2000 and encouraged the study group officials to submit practical proposals for reducing those costs.


It was stressed that the Bureau's budget should be linked to the work of the study groups and to the number of items on the conference's agenda for which work was to be carried out. Instead, the plenipotentiary conference and Council tended to reduce the budget while the WRC's took decisions that increased the work of the Bureau and the study groups.


A suggestion was made that work directly related to the conference should fall under the conference budget, but it was pointed out that documentation costs had to be reduced throughout the Union. Costs would certainly be lower if the study groups stopped producing recommendations, but that would not be the correct approach. Furthermore, costs such as those related to the translation of draft recommendations could not be avoided. A detailed analysis was needed to see how costs could be brought down.


With regard to the use of electronic means and ensuring the necessary access to TIES, the Director said that administrations and sector members would be required to identify individuals to whom TIES access should be granted.


Attention was drawn to the high translation, reproduction and postage costs of approving recommendations by correspondence, and it was suggested that, in addition to efforts to limit the overall number of pages, consideration might be given to an experimental approach adopted by Study Group 8. Using that approach, it had been possible to reduce a document of an estimated 10 000 pages to a recommendation of 300 pages with hyperlinks to the ITU website where detailed specifications could be found, which would be kept up to date by the secretariat. Such an approach represented a huge saving for the study group budget, and it was hoped that the membership would find it acceptable.


Another suggestion for making savings would be not to produce paper copies of the fascicles during the four-year study period, but to rely on electronic publication. 


It was pointed out that some texts could be reduced in length but that, in other cases, such as the data dictionary, a lengthy document was unavoidable. That publication was, however, extremely useful for administrations. Paper was likely to remain the dominant medium for the next three to four years at least.


The suggestion was made that the study groups should decide on the form of publication, taking account of Resolution 104 (Minneapolis, 1998). In particular, detailed recommendations of interest to only a few manufacturers could surely be provided in electronic format.


The Director said that it was necessary to look at ways of reducing the cost of publications, but stressed that the Bureau would remain sensitive to the needs of administrations. 


Provisional schedule of ITU-R meetings for 2000 (Document CVC-10/4)


Following some discussion of the provisional schedule of ITU-R meetings for 2000, which would remain provisional pending the decisions of RA-2000 and WRC-2000, it was agreed that a revised schedule would be posted on the Web.


�
Terrestrial passive sensing - contribution from the Chairperson of CPM (Document CVC�10/5)


The Chairperson of CPM drew attention to a contribution to CPM from the Administration of Japan seeking the consideration of allocations for terrestrial passive sensing under WRC-2000 agenda item 1.16. The matter was being raised with a view to seeking advice on the appropriate radiocommunication service under which the activity belonged, to guide the Administration of Japan with regard to pursuing allocations under WRC-2000 agenda item 1.16 or at a later WRC.


The Chairperson of Study Group 7 said that Study Group 7 had the technical expertise to discuss terrestrial passive sensing, although the specific details of the service envisaged by Japan were not yet known. The study group was, however, at a loss with regard to the regulatory aspects.


The Chairperson of CPM understood that activities were already underway and said that it would be useful if the Administration of Japan contributed further details. He therefore suggested that the chairpersons of the study groups concerned (in particular, Study Groups 4 and 9) should communicate with the Administration of Japan.


It was so agreed.


Proposed JWP 8A/9B on wireless access


The Chairperson of Study Group 8 suggested that a proposal to establish a JWP 8A/9B on wireless access should be submitted to RA-2000, recognizing that Study Groups 4 and 11 might also be interested.


The Chairperson of Study Group 9 considered that work should start right away and proposed the establishment of a joint rapporteur group to work by correspondence.


Attention was drawn to the interest of Study Groups 10 and 11 in the subject.


It was agreed that discussions should continue informally on the arrangements to be made for undertaking work on wireless access. 


Use of electronic means to facilitate the work of meetings and to reduce costs


It was suggested that consideration might be given to the use of a wireless LAN in meeting rooms to enable participants immediately to see the amendments being made to documents. Such a practice, used in other organizations, would facilitate work and reduce documentation costs. 


The Director said that the possibility was being explored by the ITU Common Services Department.


Savings made through joint work


The possibility of making savings by increasing the number of joint meetings and possibly merging certain study groups was raised. Experience had shown, however, that joint meetings tended to be longer. Furthermore, the number of questions to be addressed would remain the same. 


Topics to be brought to the attention of RAG


It was suggested that RAG should discuss associate membership, as approved by the Plenipotentiary Conference (Minneapolis, 1998), in view of its potential interest with regard to the work of the study groups.


It was also suggested that RAG might discuss the approval of recommendations by correspondence in terms of its impact on documentation costs. Meanwhile, the study groups were urged to take a conservative approach in their use of that method.


Topics for consideration at future CVC meetings


Attention was drawn to the need at future CVC meetings to discuss copyright and the use of references in recommendations.


Closure of the meeting


The Director wished participants a safe journey home and closed the meeting at 1030 hours.
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