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	INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION
Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax No. +41 22 730 57 85)


	



Administrative Circular
7 November 2002


CA/123

To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and
Radiocommunication Sector Members

Subject:
BR information meeting on the activities related to the Regional Radiocommunication Conference on the planning of terrestrial broadcasting 
in the VHF/UHF bands, RRC‑04/05 (Geneva, 20-21 February 2003)
1.
As you may be aware, the Council, at its sessions in 2001 and 2002, adopted Resolutions 1185 and 1180, by which it agreed to the convening of a Regional Radiocommunication Conference on the planning of terrestrial broadcasting in the VHF/UHF bands, for the combined planning area covering the European Broadcasting Area, the African Broadcasting Area, and the countries outside the African Broadcasting Area which are parties to the Regional Broadcasting Agreement Geneva-1989. The Plenipotentiary Conference, Marrakesh-2002, also considered this issue and decided to extend the planning area to the territories of the following countries that are not or only partially covered: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Russian Federation (the part of the territory to the west from longitude 170ºE), Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan (see Resolution COM5/3(Marrakesh, 2002)).

2.
In accordance with these Resolutions, the Conference will be held in two sessions: 

a) The first session, which will be held in Geneva from 10 to 28 May 2004, will establish the technical basis for the work of the second session of the RRC, including the necessary bases to facilitate planning exercises prior to the second session of the RRC and the form in which the requirements of administrations should be submitted,

b) The second session, which is expected to be held at the earliest in late 2005 (subject to a further consideration by the Council on the basis of the report from the first session) will establish new agreement(s) and associated frequency plan(s) for terrestrial digital broadcasting in the frequency bands 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz.

3.
Given the fact that the relevant preparatory activities are well underway in various regional telecommunication organizations, as well as within Task Group 6/8 of the ITU-R Sector, and following the advice from the participants at RAG-2002, the Bureau is organizing an information meeting with a view to presenting the status of the preparations within Task Group 6/8, as well as within some of the concerned regional telecommunication organizations. The meeting will take place in Geneva on 20 and 21 February 2003.

4.
You will find attached as Annex 1 a draft programme indicating the content of this information meeting, which will be held in English, French and Spanish, with simultaneous interpretation. The meeting will open at 10:00 hours on 20 February 2003 and registration will be possible as of 08:30 hours.  Detailed information concerning the meeting rooms will be displayed on screens at the entrances to ITU headquarters. 

5.
Attendance at this information meeting is limited to participants from ITU Member States having territories in the planning area, as well as to ITU-R Sector Members coming from these Member States. Participants from other Member States and other ITU-R Sector Members could attend the information meeting subject to paying a flat fee of CHF 300.- per participant at the time of registration, to cover the costs of documentation and other associated costs. In order to enable the BR to make the necessary arrangements concerning the documentation and organization of the meeting, I should be grateful if you would send me the attached Registration Form in Annex 2 to this Administrative Circular, by letter or fax (Fax No.: +41 22 730 6600), as soon as possible, but not later than 19 January 2003.  

6.
The cost of travel and accommodation in Geneva for participants is the responsibility of the administration/organization concerned. A number of hotels in Geneva and the surrounding area have agreed to offer preferential rates to delegates participating in ITU conferences and meetings. Information on the list of these hotels, as well as on the procedure to follow for the reservation of hotels, is available from the ITU website (see http://www.itu.int/travel/index.html). Delegates must make bookings in their own name, without going through a travel agent or airline company. Bookings should be sent by post or fax directly to the hotel using the form attached (Annex 3).

7.
I would like to remind you that citizens of some countries are required to obtain a visa in order to enter and spend any time in Switzerland. The visa must be requested and obtained from the office (embassy or consulate) representing Switzerland in your country or, if there is no such office in your country, from the one that is closest to the country of departure. If problems are encountered, the Union can, at the official request of the administration or company you represent, approach the competent Swiss authorities in order to facilitate delivery of the visa. Any such request must specify the name and functions of the individual(s) for whom the visa(s) is/are requested and be accompanied by a copy of the registration form approved for the ITU conference or meeting in question.


Robert W. Jones


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annexes :  3

Distribution:
-
Administrations of Member States of the ITU

-
Radiocommunication Sector Members

-
Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Groups and the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters

-
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group

-
Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Conference Preparatory Meeting

-
Members of the Radio Regulations Board

-
Secretary-General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
ANNEX 1

Programme of the BR Information Meeting on RRC-04/05 
(Geneva, 20 – 21 February 2003)

1
Opening remarks

2
Overview of the current regulatory arrangements for the VHF and UHF bands 

2.1 Overview of the Regional Agreement Stockholm, 1961

2.2 Overview of the Regional Agreement Geneva, 1989

2.3 Overview of the special agreements concluded within CEPT 
(Chester-97, Wiesbaden-95)

3 Activities that led to the requirement for convening the RRC 04/05

4 Terms of reference and scope of work of the RRC-04/05

5 Overview of the activities within Task Group 6/8 of ITU-R Sector

5.1 Technical characteristics of the digital systems

5.2 Propagation considerations

5.3 Network configurations

5.4 Approaches to frequency planning

5.5 Use of the band 174 – 230 MHz

5.6 Frequency sharing considerations

5.7 Planning tools and other elements for planning exercises

5.8 Transitional arrangements; protection of existing and planned services

6 Overview of the activities within the regional organizations (CEPT, EBU, ATU, ASBU, etc.)

7 Practical experience gained during the introduction of digital terrestrial television broadcasting

8 Other considerations

ANNEX 2
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	Registration Form
BR Information Meeting on RRC-04/05
20 – 21 February 2003, Geneva

	Radiocommunication
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Bureau
	
	
	
	
	
	


Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss: 
………………………………………………………   ……………………………………………………………






(family name)




(first name)


1.
REPRESENTATION


Name of Member State: 
…………………………………………………………………………………………

(  Head of Delegation
(
Deputy
(
Delegate

(to be completed by representatives of Member States only)
Name of Sector Member:
…………………………………………………………………………………………





(
Recognized Operating Agencies





(
Scientific or Industrial Organizations





(
Regional and other International Organizations





(
Regional Telecommunication Organizations





(
Intergovernmental Organizations Operating Satellite Systems





(
Other Entities Dealing with Telecommunication Matters (CV 230)





(
United Nations and its Specialized Agencies






(
Associate Members
2.
OFFICIAL ADDRESS
Name of the Company : 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Street Address:

….……………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…….

City/State/Code/Country: 
..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..…

Tel:
….…………………………….…  Fax:
………………………….……  E-mail:
…………………………………………….


Private Address during the meeting:   …….…………………………………  In case of Emergency:   ….….……….……………………….

3.
DOCUMENTS

( English
( French
( Spanish
Date :
……………………………………………………
Signature:
………………………………………………………………..
	For BR Secretariat use only

	Approved (if applicable)
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	Meeting Section
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	To be returned duly completed to the Radiocommunication Bureau:
	Place des Nations
CH-1211 Geneva 20
Switzerland
	
              Telephone: +41 22 730 5802

              Telefax: +41 22 730 6600

              Telex: 421000 UIT


ANNEXE 3 - ANNEX 3 - ANEXO 3

Ce formulaire de confirmation est à adresser directement à l’hôtel de votre choix

This confirmation form should be sent directly to the hotel of your choice

Dirija directamente este formulario de confirmación al hotel que elija
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SECTEUR DES RADIOCOMMUNICATIONS

RADIOCOMMUNICATION SECTOR

SECTOR DE RADIOCOMUNICACIONES

Confirmation de la réservation faite le
A l’hôtel

Confirmation of the reservation made on ____________
To hotel   ________________________

Confirmación de la reserva efectuada el
al hotel

au prix préférentiel offert à l’UIT / at ITU preferential tariff / al precio preferencial ofrecido a la UIT

chambre simple/double
du
heure d’arrivée
au

____
single/double room
from    __________
Time of arrival  ________
to _____________


habitación indiv./doble
desde el
hora de llegada
al

Nom / Name / Apellido



Prénom / First name / Nombre 


Adresse / Address / Dirección


Tel. 




Fax. 


Carte de crédit en garantie de la réservation

Credit card to guarantee this reservation:   AX/VISA/DINERS/EC 


Tarjeta de crédito que garantiza la reserva
autre/other/otras

No.

validité/validity/validez 


Date/Date/Fecha 

Signature/Signature/Firma 


	Place des Nations
	Telephone
+41 22 730 51 11
	Telex 421 000 uit ch
	Internet: itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Geneva 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegram ITU GENEVE
	

	Switzerland
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
	
	


	Place des Nations
	Telephone
+41 22 730 51 11
	Telex 421 000 uit ch
	Internet: itumail@itu.int

	CH-1211 Geneva 20
	Telefax
Gr3:
+41 22 733 72 56
	Telegram ITU GENEVE
	X.400
S=itumail; P=itu

	Switzerland
	
Gr4:
+41 22 730 65 00
	
	
A=400net; C=ch
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