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(Direct Fax N°. +41 22 730 57 85)

Administrative Circular


CA/76
18 February 2000

To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and 
Radiocommunication Sector Members

Subject:
Summary of Conclusions of the eighth Radiocommunication Advisory Group Meeting

Reference:

Administrative Circular CA/70 of 18 October 1999

1
The Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) met for the eighth time from 17 to 20 January 2000 in Geneva and considered the agenda as outlined in Annex 1 of the enclosed Summary of Conclusions.

2
At the closure of the Advisory Group meeting, participants received Document RAG2000‑1/31 "Summary of Conclusions". This document was reviewed at the end of the meeting and was posted on the Web as Document RAG2000-1/31(Rev.1). Participants were invited to communicate to the Chairman of the Advisory Group any suggested changes by 11 February 2000. The Chairman has considered the comments he received, and the resulting changes have been incorporated into the document, the final version of which is reproduced in the annex to this Administrative Circular (RAG2000‑1/31(Rev.2)).

3
This Administrative Circular is also available in electronic form from the ITU Telecommunication Information Exchange System (TIES).

4
The BR remains at your disposal for any inquiry you may have and already draws your attention to the fact that the ninth meeting of the RAG will be held from 5 to 9 March 2001 in Geneva.


Robert W. Jones


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau

Annex: Document RAG2000-1/31(Rev.2)
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EIGHTH MEETING OF THE RADIOCOMMUNICATION ADVISORY GROUP

Geneva, 17 – 20 January 2000

summary of conclusions

1.
Opening remarks

Following the opening remarks by the Deputy-Secretary-General, the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau and the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, the eighth meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG), under the chairmanship of Mr. M. Goddard (United Kingdom), Chairperson of the RAG and assisted by Vice-Chairpersons Mr. A.I. Kushtuev (Russian Federation) and Mr. I. Samake (Mali), reached the following conclusions.

2.
Approval of the agenda

The approved agenda with the suggested attribution of documents is shown in Annex 1 and a list of documents issued during the meeting is shown in Annex 2.

3.
Follow up discussions from RAG-99

3.1
Status and mandate of RAG

In view of the incorporation of the mandate of the RAG in the Convention, the RAG concluded that it was not necessary to retain Resolution ITU-R 3-1 and therefore recommended its suppression. It was agreed, however, that references to the RAG in other resolutions, including ITU-R 1-2, should be reviewed and this action is covered under 3.4.8.

3.2
Status of Associates

Following discussion of Documents RAG2000-1/4, 11, 19 and 28, RAG concluded that a new draft resolution should be prepared for consideration by RA-2000, covering the rights of Associates. The meeting was divided as to whether an Associate should be permitted to participate only in the work of a single study group (including the subordinate groups) or whether participation in joint activities 

associated with that study group should also be included. The RAG concluded that the former, more conservative, approach should be proposed at this stage, but that further consideration should be given to this matter. On this basis, the RAG subsequently endorsed the draft resolution shown in Annex 3. 

Regarding the financial contribution to be made by Associates, the only formal contribution made to the RAG suggested a level of 1/3 of the contribution made by Sector Members. It was noted that the level of contribution should not be too low, as this might encourage some existing Sector Members to become Associates. Suggestions were also made that the level of contribution should be linked to the Associate's company turnover and that differential treatment might be considered for Associates from developing countries.

3.3
Reform of the ITU

The RAG recognised that the role given to it in Resolution 74 (PP-98) was constrained to suggesting improvements within the Radiocommunication Sector. It was agreed that the Chairperson of RAG should be empowered to assist the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau in compiling a report to Council 2000, summarising the conclusions reached at this and previous RAG meetings, relevant to the ITU reform task.

3.4
Amendments to ITU-R Resolutions

3.4.1
Study group structure

Following discussion of the proposal in Document RAG2000-1/2 (Canada) regarding a review of the study group structure, it was agreed that the present arrangements had been sufficiently flexible to allow the structure to change in the light of developments. However, during its discussion, the meeting recognised that changes in technology, and in the telecommunications market, and indeed the whole issue of convergence, could have an impact on the management of radio spectrum, definition of services, etc. These could embrace the activities of the whole of the Sector and lead in due course to the need for consequential changes to the study group structure. The meeting agreed that further consideration should be given to developing an appropriate mechanism for exchanging views on such wider developments. The expertise of the existing study groups would provide a valuable input to this process.

3.4.2
Administrative recommendations

Document RAG2000-1/3 (Canada) proposed the establishment of a series of administrative recommendations that would embrace much of the material currently issued by the Director in the form of guidelines. The RAG agreed to this proposal, but in view of the work required, and the need to enable all interested parties to comment, it was agreed that the Radiocommunication Assembly should be invited to initiate such action.

3.4.3
IPR policy

The RAG received a report from the Director, Telecommunication Standardization Bureau detailing the IPR policy arrangements employed in ITU-T (Document RAG2000-1/8). The meeting agreed that these should be applied in ITU-R by incorporation into Annex 1 of Resolution ITU-R 1‑2. In view of the ongoing work related to IMT-2000, the new policy should not take effect before RA‑2000. Regarding copyright policy, although it was hoped that ITU-R would be able to follow the ITU-T, the latter would not be finalising its position before the Radiocommunication Assembly. It was therefore agreed that the RAG should review the matter once the ITU-T policy has been adopted. A suitable footnote to this affect should be included at RA-2000 in Annex 1 to Resolution ITU-R 1‑2.

3.4.4
Rights of Sector Members

RAG concluded that there was insufficient justification for proposing a specific new resolution on this subject, as proposed in Document RAG2000-1/12 (Australia). The meeting was informed that general information on Sector membership was now available from the ITU. Authoritative conditions of membership may be found in the Convention.

3.4.5
Appointment of study group chairpersons and vice-chairpersons

The meeting endorsed the general principles proposed in Document RAG2000-1/16 (BR) and recommended that Resolution ITU-R 15 be amended as shown in Annex 4. Further consideration should be given to the application of the proposed arrangements to serving officers.

3.4.6
Appointment of RAG chairperson and vice-chairpersons

The meeting agreed that the chairperson and vice-chairpersons of the RAG should be appointed by the Radiocommunication Assembly and that the procedures and qualifications should generally follow those for the appointment of study group officials (as in the draft revision of ITU-R Resolution 15 – see Annex 4). Views were expressed that the term of office for RAG officials should be shorter than for study groups (for example, the period of seven years in resolves 4 of the draft revision of Resolution ITU-R 15 in Annex 4 could be 3 years for RAG officials) and that the number of vice-chairpersons should be more than two. The RAG did not reach firm conclusions on these points. It was agreed, however, that emphasis should be placed on achieving a balanced representation across the chairperson and vice-chairpersons.

The RAG invited the Chairperson, in consultation with the Director of the BR, with assistance from members if possible, to produce a draft resolution incorporating these points, for consideration by RA-2000. This should incorporate working methods for the RAG.

3.4.7
Updating of maintained recommendations

Document RAG2000-1/23 (Japan) proposed a new draft resolution to enable study groups to make editorial changes to recommendations to update references to new titles for the organs of the ITU, references to provisions of the Radio Regulations, etc. The RAG concluded that such a mechanism could be useful, as long as any resulting amendments were purely editorial. A revised draft new resolution was agreed as at Annex 5. The meeting agreed that further consideration should be given, before the Radiocommunication Assembly, as to whether the action proposed by this resolution should exclude recommendations incorporated by reference in the Radio Regulations.

3.4.8
General review of ITU-R Resolutions

During discussion of the above items, it was noted that a number of changes needed to be made to various resolutions to bring references up to date and to take account of changes agreed elsewhere. The Director was invited to review the resolutions before RA-2000. A few members of the RAG offered their assistance in this process. The Director was also invited to assist in the revision of the B-series of recommendations in the Standardization Sector, which used to be adopted jointly by the two Sectors.

3.5
Reduction of the volume and cost of documentation

Document RAG2000-1/22 (Japan) made proposals for a change in the procedure for the approval of draft recommendations, aimed at reducing the cost of producing and posting documents. The meeting supported the principle behind the proposal but wished to see further safeguards to ensure full transparency in the approval process (such as guaranteed electronic access to the final version of draft texts), no significant extension of approval timescales, and demonstration of worthwhile potential cost savings. Members and the BR were invited to find ways of addressing these issues with a view to making a recommendation to RA-2000.

The RAG had no further advice to offer regarding the reduction in cost and volume of documentation, beyond that included in the conclusions of its 7th meeting.

3.6
Reform of the WRC process

The RAG confirmed the conclusions reached on this subject at its 7th meeting, and particularly emphasised the need to identify a lead group to deal with the WRC preparations on each specific issue.

3.6.1
Financial implications

The RAG considered and endorsed the general principles contained in Document RAG2000-1/1 (Canada), which encouraged greater emphasis at WRCs to the financial implications of WRC decisions. The Director was invited to incorporate this conclusion in his report to WRC-2000.

3.6.2
Review of CPM

Documents RAG2000-1/5 (Canada) and RAG2000-1/25 (UK) raised questions about the effectiveness of the second (final) CPM meeting (CPM2), bearing in mind the cost to the ITU. Both documents called for a review to be initiated. Document RAG2000-1/21 (BR), in addition to drawing the meeting's attention to the conclusion of the last RAG meeting on the WRC process, includes costs for the CPM1 and CPM2 meetings for WRC-97 and WRC-2000 respectively. These showed a reduction in cost for the most recent meeting, despite the significant increase in contributions and participants. This was partly due to efficiency savings that had been introduced, but caution was expressed in interpreting the figures as the figures for the two events were not necessarily derived in the same way and the figures for the 1999 meeting were still provisional.

The meeting expressed support for retaining CPM2, at least for the WRC following WRC-2000. There was also support for the idea of initiating a review of the CPM process. It was agreed that this should be carried out by the RAG by means of a correspondence group coordinated by Mr. Brooks (Luxembourg). The conclusions of that coordination should be made available well in advance of the next RAG meeting, to facilitate consideration by Member States and Sector Members.

There was full agreement that the meeting immediately following the WRC (CPM1), which allocated tasks to the various study groups, etc, needed to be retained.

3.7
Relationship of the RA and the WRC

Document RAG2000-1/25 (UK), considered above, also raised the idea of associating the Radiocommunication Assembly in time and place with CPM2. Some participants supported this suggestion. Others, however, saw merit in retaining the present arrangement. It was agreed that the correspondence group mentioned in 3.6.2 above should also consider this issue. An analysis of the arguments for and against the two options should be undertaken and presented to the next RAG meeting.

4.
New discussion items

4.1
Alternate approval procedure for ITU-R recommendations

The meeting considered Documents RAG2000-1/4 (Rapporteur on Coordination and Cooperation), RAG2000-1/13 (Australia), RAG2000-1/15 and RAG2000-1/18 (BR). After extensive discussion it was agreed that RA-2000 should be invited to consider giving the RAG the mandate to:

a) develop a mechanism for implementing the alternative approval process;

b) implement that process on an experimental basis.

This would enable the next Radiocommunication Assembly after RA-2000, to review progress and amend the relevant resolutions as appropriate. It was agreed that an appropriate draft resolution for consideration by RA-2000 should be developed via a correspondence group coordinated by Professor Barclay (UK).

4.2
Role of the notifying administration when notifying on behalf of a group

The meeting noted that, although reference is made to the RAG in Resolution 82 (PP-98), this was a regulatory matter and would be dealt with at WRC-2000. The meeting decided, therefore, not to consider it further.

4.3
General review of resolutions and recommendations from WARC and WRC

The meeting expressed its appreciation for its work carried out by the BR and reported by the Director in Document RAG2000-1/6. The conclusions of the document were generally endorsed. With regard to Resolution 10 (WARC-79), Document RAG2000-1/24 (ICRC) argued that this resolution should be retained. The meeting agreed that Resolution 10 (WARC-79) was still needed, but invited the ICRC to consider updating the text to reflect changes in technology and terminology. For the other recommendations and resolutions, members were invited to submit comments to the Director. The Director was encouraged to make clearer suggestions as to whether each resolution and recommendation should be suppressed, revised, or retained without change.

5.
Operational Plan for 2000

The meeting considered the draft 2000 Operational Plan for BR presented by the Director in Document RAG2000-1/7. A number of general and detailed points were raised in the discussion.

Much of the discussion focussed on the enormous problems faced by the BR in the Space Services Department. The processing backlog was a major concern to administrations and satellite network operators. The draft Operational Plan made it clear that if the workload continued to grow as in the past, the backlog would increase further, despite the resources devoted to these tasks. The solution was not in making more resources available, even if this were possible. The BR was obliged to implement the procedures imposed by successive WRCs; the ITU as a whole had to find ways of simplifying theses procedures. An information meeting, to be held on 21 January 2000, would highlight the current difficulties and provide an informal opportunity to discuss possible ways forward. The RAG encouraged active participation in that meeting; for any conclusions reached to be presented to WRC-2000 by the Director; and for administrations to consider submitting formal proposals to the WRC.

The meeting also discussed developments in software used by the BR, and the need to encourage the use of electronic communications.

The BR was encouraged to address the concern expressed by some administrations regarding the application of electronic working.

It was noted that there were no resources specifically allocated in the Operational Plan to new tasks that might be assigned to the BR by WRC-2000 (since these tasks could be known only after decisions by WRC). Any such tasks would require reallocating resources currently allocated to other activities in the Operational Plan.

Regarding sections 9 and 10 of the draft Operational Plan, the importance of spectrum management, particularly to developing countries, was stressed. The Director was invited to ensure that this was fully recognised in the Plan and that every effort be made to find the resources necessary to assist administrations. On the more general point of cooperation between ITU-R and ITU-D in this respect, the meeting noted with satisfaction the effectiveness of the cooperation taking place between ITU-D Study Group 2 and ITU-R Study Group 1.

The RAG concluded that the draft Plan was a most useful document. It welcomed the inclusion of details of resource allocation and specific objectives. Subject to consideration of the points raised in discussion, the RAG endorsed the draft Operational Plan for the BR for the year 2000.

6.
ITU-R meeting schedule

RAG noted the schedule for 2000 contained in Document RAG2000-1/26, recognising that there was the possibility of adjustment being made to dates and venues.

7.
Date of next meeting

It was agreed to hold the next RAG meeting in the week of 5 to 9 March 2001 in Geneva. Consideration would be given to convening an additional special meeting in the second half of 2000 if deemed necessary (for example in the light of the decisions of RA-2000).

8.
Any other business

8.1
Intersector Coordinating Group on Satellite Matters (ICG-SAT)

The RAG noted with appreciation the report of ICG-SAT contained in Document RAG2000-1/10, which was presented by Mr. Luther (USA) in the absence of the ICG Chairperson Mr. Amedesi. The meeting concluded that the ICG was serving a useful purpose and should be continued. Regarding the extension of coordination to include ITU-D, it was noted that ITU-D had agreed to nominate a representative to follow the work of the ICG.

8.2
Intersector coordination on broadcasting matters

Document RAG2000-1/20 (BR) presented proposals for the scope and working methods of a new ITU-R study group on broadcasting, to be formed by the merger of Study Group 10 and Study Group 11. The RAG fully endorsed the proposal to merge Study Groups 10 and 11, especially in view of the discussions at previous meetings of the RAG. However, the paper noted concerns expressed by TSAG and the relevant ITU-T study groups regarding the proposed scope of the new study group.

Document RAG2000-1/14 (BR) reinforced those concerns, particularly relating to the proposed scope of the new ITU-R study group.

After considerable discussion, it was agreed that every effort should be made to resolve the problems identified before RA-2000. In reviewing the proposed scope of the broadcasting study group, the principles in Annex 1 of Resolution ITU-R 6 should be applied.

Advantage was taken of the presence at the RAG meeting of some key officers of ITU-T and ITU‑R to initiate discussions. These informal discussions resulted in a possible amendment to the proposed scope of the new study group. The text could not be made available in time for the meeting to consider it, but the amended text is attached for information only (Annex 6). It was stressed that any change to the proposed scope would have to be linked with appropriate mechanisms, to be adopted by the RA‑2000, to deal with the overlap of activities between ITU-R and ITU-T on broadcasting-related issues. 

All interested parties were encouraged to continue to consider this issue, which could be further reviewed at the meetings of Study Groups 10 and 11 in March, and which would have to be resolved at RA-2000.

During the discussion, reference was made to the impact of convergence on the broadcasting service, and the fact that the definition of the broadcasting service was contained in both the Radio Regulations and the ITU's basic instruments (and hence could only be changed by action at a Plenipotentiary Conference). Longer-term consideration of the issues raised was therefore linked to the discussion reported in 3.4.1 above.

8.3
Intersector coordination on IMT-2000

Document RAG2000-1/27, presented by the Directors of BR and TSB, proposed the establishment of an intersector coordinating group (ICG) on IMT-2000. The meeting recognised: the excellent progress on this subject; the good cooperation between the two Sectors so far; the focus of attention via TG8/1; the need to maintain the momentum and the profile of the ITU in this work; and the need for ongoing work in the Radiocommunication Sector (and the Telecommunication Standardization Sector). The meeting did not consider that there was sufficient justification for creating an ICG at this stage, especially since the previous ICG on IMT-2000 had been dissolved. It was agreed, however, that increased informal coordination between the relevant chairperson would be beneficial.

9.
Closure

The Chairperson closed the meeting after thanking all participants, and those who had supported the smooth running of the meeting.
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Agenda for the eighth meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group

Geneva, 17-20 January 2000

1.
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RAG2000/

2.
Approval of the agenda


3.
Follow up discussions from RAG-99



3.1
Status and mandate of RAG (Art. 11A (CV), Res. ITU-R 3-1)
4, 17, 29


3.2
Status of Associates (241A (CV))
4, 11, 19, 28


3.3
Reform of ITU (Res. 74 (PP-98), Res. 1132 (C-99))
4


3.4
Amendments to ITU-R Resolutions (Res. ITU-R 5-2)
2,3,8,12,16,23


3.5
Reduction of the volume and cost of documentation
(Res. 104 (PP-98), Res. 1141 (C-99))
22


3.6
Reform of the WRC process (Res. 80 (PP-98))
1, 5, 21, 25


3.7
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-

4.
New discussion items



4.1
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(Res. ITU-R 1-2, Res. 82 (PP-98))
4, 13, 15, 18


4.2
Role of the notifying administration when notifying on behalf of a group
(Res. 87 (PP-98))
9


4.3
General review of Resolutions and Recommendations from WARC and WRC (Res. 95, WRC-97)
6, 24

5.
Operational Plan for 2000
7

6.
ITU-R meeting schedule
26

7.
Date of next meeting
-

8.
Any other business
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9.
Closure
-




M. Goddard



Chairperson, Radiocommunication Advisory Group
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List of documents issued during RAG2000-1

17-20 January 2000

Document
Submitted by
Title

RAG2000-1/001
CAN-ADM
Financial implications of WRC decisions

RAG2000-1/002
CAN-ADM
Re-structure of the ITU-R Study Groups

RAG2000-1/003
CAN-ADM
Organization of the work of ITU-R

RAG2000-1/004

Rapporteur Report – Coordination and Cooperation

RAG2000-1/005
CAN-ADM
Improving the WRC process

RAG2000-1/006
Director, BR
General review of Resolutions and Recommendations of WARC/WRC

RAG2000-1/007
Director, BR
Draft 2000 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector

RAG2000-1/008
Director, TSB
Results of TSB Director's Ad Hoc Group Meeting on IPR

RAG2000-1/009
Director, BR
Resolution 87 (Minneapolis, 1998) – Role of the notifying administration in the case of an administration notifying on behalf of a named group of administrations

RAG2000-1/010
Director, BR
Activities of the Intersector Coordination Group on Satellite Matters (ICG/SAT)

RAG2000-1/011
AUS-ADM
Rights of Associates

RAG2000-1/012
AUS-ADM
Right of Sector Members

RAG2000-1/013
AUS-ADM
Approval of new Questions and Recommendations

RAG2000-1/014
Director, BR
Liaison statement to RAG on the overlap of ITU-R and ITU-T

RAG2000-1/015
Director, BR
Implementation of Resolution 82 (Minneapolis, 1998)

RAG2000-1/016
Director, BR
Appointment of chairmen and vice-chairmen of the ITU-R Study Groups

RAG2000-1/017
Director, BR
Draft revision of Resolution ITU-R 3-1

RAG2000-1/018
Director, BR
Draft categorization of ITU-R questions according to Resolution 82 (PP-98)

RAG2000-1/019
Director, BR
ITU-R Associate Membership

RAG2000-1/020
Director, BR
Liaison statement from ITU-R Study Groups 20 and 11 to the RAG

RAG2000-1/021
Director, BR
World Radiocommunication Conference Process – Res.80 (PP-98)

RAG2000-1/022
J-ADM
Reduction of documentation in adoption of draft recommendations by study groups

RAG2000-1/023
J-ADM
Updating of certain maintained CCIR/ITU-R Recommendations

RAG2000-1/024
CICR
General review of Resolutions and Recommendations from WARC/WRC

RAG2000-1/025
G-ADM
World Radiocommunication Conference process (Res.80)

RAG2000-1/026
Director, BR
Status of the 2000 ITU-R meeting schedule

RAG2000-1/027
Directors BR and TSB
Continuation of studies on IMT-2000

RAG2000-1/028
USA-ADM
Participation of associates in ITU-R Study Groups

RAG2000-1/029
USA-ADM
Development of working procedures for the RAG

RAG2000-1/030

List of participants

RAG2000-1/031

Summary of conclusions of the 8th meeting of the RAG
Geneva, 17-20 January 2000
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Draft new Resolution ITU-R [A]

RIGHTS OF ASSOCIATES

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that the rapid pace of change in the radiocommunication environment and industry groups dealing with radiocommunications encourages the increased participation of interested entities and organizations in ITU-R activities;

b)
that entities or organizations with highly focussed areas of activity may be interested only in a small part of the ITU-R activities but may be discouraged from doing so by the financial obligation incurred by Sector Members;

c)
that Article 19 of the Convention enables the ITU-R Sector to admit entities or organizations to participate as Associates in the work of a given study group or subgroups thereof;

d)
that Articles 19, 20 and 33 of the Convention contain provisions relevant to the participation of Associates,

resolves

1
that interested entities or organizations may join the ITU-R Sector as Associates, and be entitled to take part in the work of a selected single study group;

2
that Associates may take part in the process of preparing recommendations within a single study group, including the roles of participating in meetings, submitting contributions and providing comments during the alternate approval process, if any;

3
that Associates shall be granted access to all study group documentation in their chosen study group and other study groups as required by the work programme;

4
that Associates shall not be involved in voting for, or approval of questions and recommendations;

5
that an Associate may serve as Rapporteur (see 2.11 of Resolution ITU-R 1-2), within the selected study group, except for liaison activities which are to be handled separately,

invites

the Council to determine a financial contribution for Associate membership to share in defraying the expenses of the ITU-R Sector and the study group concerned as asked for by Article 33 of the Convention and promote wider participation,

instructs the Director of Radiocommunication Bureau

to take the necessary steps to implement this resolution as soon as practicable.

annex 4

Draft revision of Resolution ITU-R 15-2

APPOINTMENT AND MAXIMUM TERM OF OFFICE FOR CHAIRPERSONS AND VICE-CHAIRPERSONS OF RADIOCOMMUNICATION STUDY GROUPS

(1993-1995-1997)

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that No. 133 and No. 148 of the ITU Convention (Geneva, 1992) provide for the establishment of Radiocommunication Study Groups;

b)
that No. 149 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992) and other related provisions indicate the nature of the work of the Study Groups;

c)
that No. 242 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992) requires the Radiocommunication Assembly to appoint Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Study Groups, taking account of competence and equitable geographical distribution;

d)
that a specific time limit on the term of office would permit the introduction of new ideas on a periodic basis, while at the same time give an opportunity for Study Group Chairmen and Vice‑Chairmen to be appointed from different Member countries;

e)
that No. 13 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992) provides for re-election once only (i.e. a maximum of 8 years in normal circumstances) for the posts of the Secretary-General, Deputy Secretary-General and the Directors of the Bureaux;

f)
that Resolution 77 (Minneapolis, 1998) set a timing for the next Radiocommunication Assembly which departs from the two-yearly frequency of previous Assemblies;

g)
that the setting of a maximum time in office for the Study Group Chairmen and Vice‑Chairmen conforms to the directions given to the Radiocommunication Assembly in No. 242 of the Convention (Geneva, 1992),

taking into account
h)
that a maximum time in office of approximately eight years for Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen provides for a reasonable amount of stability while providing the opportunity for different individuals to serve in these capacities,

resolves

1
that candidates for the posts of Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the ITU-R Study Groups should be identified, by Member States of the ITU, Radiocommunication Sector Members and, if possible, by the concerned Study Group, as soon as feasible once the structure of the Study Groups is clear; the procedures to be followed should be as given in Annex 1. The qualifications required for such posts are given in Annex 2.
2
that candidates for the posts of Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen should be identified, taking into account that for each Study Group the Assembly will appoint the Chairman and those Vice-Chairmen deemed necessary;

3
that nominations for the posts of Study Group Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen should be accompanied by a biographical profile highlighting the qualifications of the individuals proposed. The Director will circulate the profiles to the Heads of Delegation present at the Assembly;

4
that the term of office for both Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen should be limited so as to terminate at the end of the Radiocommunication Assembly at which the officer will have served for a period of more than seven years;

5
that the period in office in one appointment (e.g. as a Vice-Chairman) does not count towards the period in office for another appointment (e.g. as a Chairman) and that steps should be taken to provide some continuity between Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen,



annex 1

Procedure for the appointment of chairpersons and vice‑chairpersons 
of the ITU-R study groups

1
Situation A: For the study groups, where the structure is known in advance.

1.1
Situation A.1: Vacant positions of chairpersons and vice-chairpersons are known in advance by the study group and the Director. Since this resolution indicates the maximum terms of office for chairpersons and vice-chairpersons, this should be the most frequent case.

a)
In order to help the Radiocommunication Assembly appoint new chairpersons/vice-chairpersons, ITU-R members and the concerned study groups should be invited to indicate to the Director, BR suitable candidates at least three months before the opening of the Radiocommunication Assembly.

b)
On the basis of received proposals, the Director will circulate to members the list of candidates. The list of candidates should be accompanied by an indication of the qualifications of each candidate as included in Annex 2.

c)
On the basis of this document and any relevant received comments the Heads of Delegation, at a suitable time during the Assembly, should be invited to prepare, in consultation with the Director, a consolidated list of designated study group chairpersons and vice-chairpersons to be submitted in a document to the Radiocommunication Assembly for final approval.

1.2
Situation A.2: Vacant positions of chairpersons and vice-chairpersons occur in mid-term between Radiocommunication Assemblies.

In the case where a vice-chairperson is unable to continue his/her duties, the replacement will be deferred to the next Radiocommunication Assembly, following the procedure outlined in 1.1 (see also No. 244 of the Convention).

In the case where a study group chairperson is unable to carry out his/her duties, and pending appointment by the next Radiocommunication Assembly according to the procedure outlined in 1.1, the functions will be undertaken by the longest serving vice-chairperson, or by another vice-chairperson as agreed in consultation between the concerned vice-chairpersons and the Director, who will act as chairperson until the next Radiocommunication Assembly (see also No. 244 of the Convention).

1.3
Situation A.3: Vacant positions of chairpersons and vice-chairpersons are known only at, or just before, the Radiocommunication Assembly. 

This situation, which should in principle not occur frequently, should be dealt with by the Radiocommunication Assembly either following the procedure outlined in 1.2 or the procedure outlined in 2 (i.e. discussions will be held directly at the Radiocommunication Assembly and conclusions reached on the vacant positions).

2
Situation B: The study group structure is not known in advance.

This situation will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. In general, if a merger of two existing study groups is envisaged, some proposals should be forthcoming from the relevant study groups. Therefore the procedure outlined in 1.1 can still be applied.

However, if the Radiocommunication Assembly decides to set up a completely new study group, discussions will have to be held at the Radiocommunication Assembly and conclusions reached.
annex 2

Qualifications of the chairpersons and vice-chairpersons

No. 242 of the Convention (as modified by PP-98) states that:

"… In appointing chairmen and vice-chairmen, particular consideration shall be given to the requirements of competence and equitable geographical distribution, and to the need to promote more efficient participation by the developing countries."
As regards competence, the following qualifications appear to be of paramount importance when appointing study group officials:

–
knowledge and experience;

–
continuity in participation in the relevant study group;

–
managerial skills;

_
availability.

Particular reference to the above qualifications should be included in the biographical profile to be circulated by the Director.

annex 5

Draft new Resolution ITU-R [U]

UPDATING OF CERTAIN MAINTAINED CCIR/ITU-R RECOMMENDATIONS

The ITU Radiocommunication Assembly,

considering

a)
that there are numerous CCIR/ITU-R recommendations that have remained unchanged for a number of years;

b)
that many of the above recommendations require updating in order to reflect the recent changes, such as:

–
ITU structural changes (CCIR to ITU-R, world administrative radio conference to world radiocommunication conference, IFRB to Radiocommunication Bureau, etc.);

–
the need for replacing references to ex-CCIR reports by those to ITU-R recommendations;

–
the renumbering of Radio Regulations provisions resulting from the simplification of the Radio Regulations, provided the Radio Regulation provision text is not changed;
c)
that it is important to keep the ITU-R recommendations up to date;

d)
that the updating work should not create an undue workload on administrations and the secretariat,

resolves

1
that each Radiocommunication study group should review the maintained recommendations and, if they are found no longer necessary, should propose their deletion;

2
that, where appropriate, each Radiocommunication study group is encouraged to update the maintained recommendations as referred to in considering b);

3
that the above purely editorial updating should not be regarded as draft revisions of recommendations, but each editorially updated recommendation should be accompanied until the next revision by a footnote stating "Radiocommunication Study Group [number of study group to be inserted as appropriate] made editorial amendments to this recommendation in the year [insert year in which amendments have been made] in accordance with Resolution ITU-R [U]";

4
that the Coordination Committee for Vocabulary should be regarded as a Radiocommunication study group in this resolution,

instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau

1
with the cooperation of the chairpersons and vice-chairpersons of the relevant study groups, working parties and task groups, to examine the maintained recommendations and to prepare lists of the necessary editorial amendments for updating;

2
to submit the above lists to the meetings of the relevant Radiocommunication study groups for confirmation;

3
to report to the next Radiocommunication Assembly on the progress of the work.

annex 6

Possible revision of the proposed scope for a merged broadcasting study group

(This is reproduced for information only. It was not made available to, or discussed by, the RAG and it has no formal status. However, it was considered useful to make it available to assist further discussions. See item 8.2 of the Conclusions.)

The scope of the study group encompasses broadcasting (terrestrial and satellite), including vision, sound, multimedia and data services principally intended for delivery to the general public. Broadcasting makes use of point-to-everywhere information delivery to widely available consumer receivers. When return channel capacity is required (e.g. for access control, interactivity, etc.), broadcasting typically uses an asymmetrical distribution infrastructure that allows high capacity information delivery to the public with lower capacity return link to the service provider. The production and distribution of programs (vision, sound, multimedia, data, etc.) may employ contribution circuits among studios, information gathering circuits (ENG, SNG, etc.) primary distribution to delivery nodes, and secondary distribution to consumers.

The study group, considering broadcasting from end-to-end, is looking at all the aspects described above, and studies in particular those related to production and radiocommunication including the international exchange of programs as well as the performance of the overall delivery chain to the general public.

_________________
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