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INTERNATIONAL TELECOMMUNICATION UNION

Radiocommunication Bureau

(Direct Fax No. +41 22 730 57 85)



Administrative Circular
8 February 2000


CA/75

To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and
Radiocommunication Sector Members

Subject:
Improving satellite coordination and notification processes

1.
Administrative Circular CA/72 of 12 November 1999 noted the steps being taken by the Radiocommunication Bureau to address the rapidly increasing problems in processing satellite network coordination and notification requests as a result of backlogs in the Space Services Department of the Radiocommunication Bureau. Pursuant to Decision 483 of Council, 1999 and recognising the objective of Resolution 86 (Minneapolis, 1998), the Bureau arranged for an Information Exchange Meeting in Geneva on 21  January  2000, immediately following the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) meeting.

2.
Staff of the Bureau gave some detailed presentations on the current arrangements for
processing satellite network filings. In those presentations, it was noted that a number of steps had been taken to improve internal processes but that, despite these changes, the backlog in processing requests for coordination and notification of satellite systems continues to grow rapidly. The backlog in coordination requests in particular has almost doubled since January 1998 and now stands at over 1 300 systems awaiting processing. It was noted that, with the average rate of receipt of new proposals compared with the rate of processing and publication, the backlog has reached a point where it will take close to 3 years to process requests for coordination already received, without taking into account new requests still arriving for processing.

3.
The Information Exchange Meeting explored a range of possible options for improvement.

The greatest improvement will come only if the overly complex regulatory framework is changed to bring it in line with the real requirements of those planning and operating satellite networks. The meeting noted that time was limited in which any possible changes might be developed, considered and put forward as proposals for consideration at  WRC - 2000. It was agreed that urgent steps are needed to address the problem and that unless substantial improvements to the regulatory processes are made at WRC-2000, the problem will become intractable. Discussion during the Informal Information Exchange Meeting identified a number of possible initiatives to explore between now and the WRC-2000. Some of the issues identified for further consideration were:

a) Suppression of the API process for networks subject to coordination;


./.

b) Mandatory electronic filing for new requests for coordination or notification; 

c) Establish methods for rapid electronic capture of filings still awaiting processing;

d) The use of a coordination arc as a trigger in identifying coordination requirements for FSS in certain cases;

e) Separation of uplink and downlink data in determining the need for coordination;

f) Make available on the ITU Website, in the SNS database, details of new (electronic) filings “as received” with no further examination other than through the application of validation software tools;

g) Publication to include only findings by the Bureau and a list of administrations with which coordination is required. Other detailed APS4 information to be available in the SNS database on the Web. This information could also include details of networks that triggered the need for coordination;

h) Eliminate duplication of data requirements and technical/regulatory examination between coordination (S9) and notification (S11);

i) Restrict the number of modifications to a network filing that can be made over a given period of time;

j) Simplification of the Master Register;

k) Improve software for capture, validation and technical examination;

l) Any scope for further improvement in processes within the BR;

m) Noting deficiencies in the effect of Resolution 49 (WRC-97), consider again the concept of financial due diligence.

In order to address the above issues, and any other possibilities, a suggestion was made in the Information Exchange Meeting for an informal correspondence group to be formed. The group will work by electronic means using an e-mail reflector. The administration of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland agreed to act as a coordinator for the group and nominated

Mr. Keith Whittingham (whittink@ra.gtnet.gov.uk) for this purpose. A number of administrations also indicated their interest in participating. The objective of the group is to facilitate information exchange and to develop possible proposals for submission by member states to WRC-2000.

Any member states or sector members who wish to join the above-mentioned group should

provide details of a contact person (name and e-mail address) to Mr. Roger Smith, Head, 

Space Services Department, Radiocommunication Bureau (roger.smith@itu.int), as soon as 

possible 

Yours faithfully,


Robert W. Jones


Director, Radiocommunication Bureau
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