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	Administrative Circular	12 November 1999


	CA/72


To Administrations of Member States of the ITU and�Radiocommunication Sector Members


�
Subject:	Information Exchange Meeting on Satellite Network Coordination and Notification Processes


1.	The ITU Council, at its 1999 session, adopted Decision 483 that addressed “Improving the Satellite Network Notification Process”.  That Decision established a number of actions intended to achieve improvements in the current arrangements for satellite network filings. A copy of Decision 483 is at Annex 1.


2.	Pursuant to No.2 of the Instructs of Decision 483, the Radiocommunication Bureau has scheduled an information exchange meeting to be held at ITU headquarters in Geneva on Friday 21 January 2000 immediately following the meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) which will be held from 17(20 January. You are cordially invited to be represented at this information exchange meeting.


3.	The draft agenda for the meeting is contained in Annex 2.


4.	The purpose of the meeting will be to provide information on the current processes involved in satellite network filings and to encourage an open discussion on ways to address any problems in these processes. In particular, I wish to encourage consideration of ways in which the handling of  the increasing backlog of satellite network filings in the Radiocommunication Bureau may be addressed. Such consideration should also take into account Resolution 86 (Minneapolis 1998) that will be considered by the forthcoming World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC(2000) to be held in Istambul, Turkey (8 May to 2 June 2000).


�









5.	The meeting will open at 0900 hours and close at 1730 hours with a lunch break between 1200 hours and 1430 hours. Advance notice of an intention to attend should be submitted on the registration form in Annex 3 which should be sent to me by mail or fax (Fax No.:�+41 22 730 6600), if possible by 10 January 2000. Registration will be possible during the preceding meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group or from 0800 hours on the day of the meeting. Interpretation into English, French and Spanish will be provided.


	Robert W. Jones


	Director, Radiocommunication Bureau
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Distribution:


-	Administrations of Member States of the ITU


-	Radiocommunication Sector Members


-	Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of Radiocommunication Study Groups and the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters


-	Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group


-	Chairman and Vice-Chairmen of the Conference Preparatory Meeting


-	Members of the Radio Regulations Board


-	Secretary-General of the ITU, Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau
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�
Annex 1�
�
��
COUNCIL�
�
Document C99/112-E


24 June 1999


Original: English�
�
GENEVA    —    1999 SESSION   —   (14 - 25 JUNE)�
�
�
�






DECISION 483


(approved at the eighth Plenary Meeting)


Improving the Satellite Network Notification Process


The Council,


considering


a)	Resolution 71 (Minneapolis, 1998), on the Strategic Plan for the Union 1999-2003 specifically the strategic orientation "to improve customer service" (paragraph 26.1);


b)	Resolution 72 (Minneapolis, 1998), on linking strategic, financial, and operational planning in ITU;


c)	Resolution 86 (Minneapolis, 1998), on coordination and notification procedures for satellite networks;


d)	the 1999 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector;


e)	Council Document C99/20, draft budget for 2000-2001,


noting


a)	that discussions in the 1998 Council meetings addressed the need for the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau to examine approaches for improving the accuracy of electronic filings of satellite network notifications received; and 


b)	that discussions in the Council Working Group on Satellite Network Cost Recovery addressed certain cost reductions and improved efficiencies in administrative processing that could be achieved from increased use of modern electronic means for submitting satellite network notifications,


recognizing


a)	that the Radiocommunication Bureau is currently receiving some electronic satellite network notifications from administrations using the Bureau's notification software;


b)	that the current notification software does not flag all errors;


c)	that the errors impede both administrations and the Radiocommunication Bureau, in some instances causing additional examinations by Bureau staff;


d)	that notice preparation using improved software and associated databases, which allow performing all the technical checks and regulatory compliance analyses now performed by the Bureau, would improve input to the Bureau and reduce its workload, and permit informal satellite network coordination to begin earlier;


e)	that advances in software design and computer technology offer expanded processing capabilities, and therefore there is a need to review the process administered by the Bureau to increase efficiency; 


f)	that improving the satellite network notification process may reduce costs and achieve more timely network coordination, thus significantly benefiting all Members;


g)	that the reduction of costs and the improvement of efficiency in submitting satellite network notifications require:


1)	the use of software to augment that currently available to Members for error and regulatory compliance checking; and


2)	the improved timely information exchanges (on software problems found, improvements in software developed, suggestions for further improvements and experience gained) between the Radiocommunication Bureau and the satellite network operators of both Member States and Sector Members;


h)	that the Radiocommunication Bureau has recently improved the notification software, but this version still has limitations;


i)	that the Radiocommunication Bureau has begun to revise its own infrastructure leading to improved results; and


j)	that the ITU-R 1999 Operational Plan (paragraph 2.6) specifies that 110 professional staff�months have been dedicated to software development for the processing of space notifications,


taking into account


the special needs of the developing countries relative to satellite network coordination and notification, improvements in this activity need to be developed that benefit all members of the Union,


instructs the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau


1	to complete as soon as possible the software development activities listed in paragraph 2.6 of the 1999 Operational Plan for the ITU-R Sector;


2	to provide a means, such as calling information exchange meetings, for enabling administrations and network operators to be both informed of the Bureau's activities and to provide input for further improvements in the overall satellite network notification processing system; and


3	to conduct, in coordination with the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), workshops for familiarizing developing countries, and in particular least developed countries (LDCs), who hold an interest in satellite notification and in using software and databases developed by the Bureau,


invites administrations


1	to limit the information communicated to the Bureau for satellite network coordination to the minimum information defined in Appendix S4 of the Radio Regulations; and 


2	to participate in efforts to improve all aspects of the satellite coordination/notification process, including a review of the regulatory requirements, the information required to be notified, the administrative procedures of the Bureau, and the overall objectives for the process.
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DRAFT AGENDA for the Information Exchange Meeting 


on Satellite Network Coordination and Notification Processes





Geneva, 21 January 2000�(09:00 a.m., Room B)











1.�
Opening Remarks�
�
2.�
Presentations�
�
�
2.1	Current arrangements for the processing of satellite network filings ( Space Services Department�
�
�
2.2	Proposed modifications in processing - Space Services Department�
�
�
2.3	Software development for Space Services ( Informatics, Administration and Publications Department�
�
�
2.4	Some options for WRC(2000 reform of Space Services Coordination and Notification procedures ( Space Services Department�
�
3.�
Discussion of Issues�
�
�
3.1	Satellite Coordination and Notification procedures�
�
�
The three-step process


technical and regulatory examination


coordination requirements


notification�
�
�
3.2	Software Development�
�
�
capture and validation


technical evaluation


software implications of proposed new developments


contributions from administrations in software development�
�
�
3.3	Addressing the current backlog of Satellite Network Filings�
�
�
electronic re-filing


technical evaluation modifications


modified coordination procedures


publication�
�
4.�
Summary of Actions Required�
�
5.�
Closing Remarks�
�
�
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Registration Form�ITU-R Meeting�Geneva, 21 January 2000�
�
�
	Radiocommunication�	Bureau


I wish to participate in�
Information Exchange Meeting on Satellite Network Coordination and Notification Processes�
�
�
(�
�
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Miss: 				


	(family name)	(first name)


Accompanied by: 				


	(family name)	(first name)


1. REPRESENTATION


Name of Member State: 	


	(	Head of Delegation	(	Deputy	(	Delegate


	(to be completed by representatives of Member States only).


Name of Sector Member: 	..


	(	Recognized Operating Agencies


	(	Scientific or Industrial Organizations


	(	Regional and other International Organizations


	(	Regional Telecommunication Organizations


	(	Intergovernmental Organizations Operating Satellite Systems


	(	Other Entities Dealing with Telecommunication Matters


	(	United Nations and its Specialized Agencies


2. OFFICIAL ADDRESS


Name of the Company: 	


Street address: 	


City/State/Code/Country: 	


Business tel.: 	 Fax: 	


E-mail: 		 In case of emergency: 	





Date: 		 Signature: 	


For BR Secretariat use only�
�
Approved (if applicable)��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
Personal Section��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
Meeting Section��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
Pigeonhole��embed MSDraw \* mergeformat ����
�
To be returned duly completed to the Radiocommunication Bureau�
Place des Nations�CH-1211 Genève 20�Switzerland�
	              Telephone: +41 22 730 5802�	              Telefax: +41 22 730 6600�	              Telex: 421000 UIT�
�
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