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1	The Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) arranged a special meeting from 10 to 12 September 1997 in Geneva and considered the agenda as outlined in Annex 1 of the Administrative Circular referred to above.


2	At the closure of the Advisory Group meeting, participants approved the "Summary of Conclusions" which are reproduced in the annex to this Administrative Circular (RAG97�2/14(Rev.1)).


3	This Administrative Circular is also available in electronic form from the ITU Telecommunication Information Exchange System (TIES).


4	The BR remains at your disposal for any inquiry you may have and already draws your attention to the fact that the sixth regular meeting of the RAG will be held from 12 to 16 January 1998 in Geneva.
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	Director, Radiocommunication Bureau
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Special Meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group


Geneva, 10-12 September 1997


Summary of Conclusions


1	Opening remarks


Following the opening remarks made by the Secretary-General and the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau, the special meeting of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) was chaired by Mr. M. Goddard (United Kingdom), Chairman of the RAG.


2	Approval of the agenda


The approved agenda is shown in Annex 1 and a list of documents issued during the meeting is shown in Annex 2.


3	Conclusions


The meeting reached the following conclusions:


3.1	Working methods to prepare for WRCs — technical/operational matters


3.1.1	Initial organization of work


a)	A mechanism is needed to identify issues for technical studies in preparation for the next WRC and, to the extent necessary, for the subsequent WRC.


b)	These issues should be derived from the draft and provisional conference agendas and should, as far as possible, be self contained and independent.


c)	For each issue a single group (which could be a Study Group, Task Group or Working Party, etc.) should be identified to take responsibility for the preparatory work, inviting input and/or participation from other groups as necessary.  The intention is to avoid duplication of work in different groups and minimise the need for additional meetings.


d)	As far as possible, existing groups should be used for the above purpose with new groups being established, only where this is considered to be necessary.


�
e)	The above steps should be taken at a meeting open to Member States and Sector Members, during the week following the WRC. The Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen of the Study Groups should be involved in this meeting.


3.1.2	Organization and output of the groups


a)	Meeting of the groups identified should be scheduled to facilitate maximum participation by all interested members.


b)	The groups should base their output on existing material plus new contributions.


c)	The output of the groups should form the basis of a report or reports to WRC without the need for formal consideration by the relevant Study Group(s). Where the relevant Study Group(s) has/have not considered the output from the respective group, this should be clearly indicated.


3.1.3	Consolidation of results


a)	The RAG identified the following alternative approaches:


i)	The procedures identified in Resolution ITU-R 2-1 are continued, i.e. a CPM is organized to consider the results of the responsible groups and contributions from administrations and to produce a consolidated report to be used in support of the work of the WRC.


ii)	The responsible groups' independent reports are submitted to the WRC and are made available for consideration by administrations.


iii)	The Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau consolidates the output of the responsible groups into a single report to the WRC.


iv)	A single rapporteur or a rapporteur for each separate issue, appointed by the WRC, consolidates the output of the responsible group(s) into a single report or separate reports respectively.


b)	There was substantial support for approach i) above. However, the alternatives ii), iii) and iv) were also supported.


c)	Regardless of the approach adopted:


i)	The RAG recognized the value of producing clear concise report(s), both in terms of the assistance to administrations and the use of resources.


ii)	In the preparation of a report or reports to a WRC there should be adequate opportunity for comment before finalising the text.


iii)	The final report(s) should be submitted to the WRC and made available to administrations to assist them in their preparations, six months before the WRC.


d)	Whatever the approach adopted, every effort should be made (e.g. by the use of electronic means of communication) to minimise the costs of conference preparations for both the participants and ITU. In this respect it was recognized that good preparations should reduce the cost of the WRC itself.


e)	Whatever CPM approach is adopted, the preparatory mechanism should be strictly limited to the consideration of items on the agenda of WRC.


3.2	Working methods to prepare for WRCs — regulatory/procedural matters


a)	It was recognized that the final decision on regulatory matters is for the WRC itself, but that there was value in ensuring adequate preparation for their consideration and there was considerable support for following the guidelines given in section 3.1 above.


b)	In some areas there is a close interrelationship between technical and regulatory issues, especially where these are specific to a single radiocommunication service. In such cases the relevant group (see 3.1.1 c)) should also consider the related regulatory aspects.


c)	In other cases, if a significant body of work of a regulatory nature is identified then, in accordance with the general guidelines for continued preparation, this should be the responsibility of a separate group.


d)	In anticipation of such a need it was considered sensible to maintain the infrastructure of the Special Committee in accordance with Resolution ITU-R 38, to be activated only when necessary.


e)	The WRC itself and/or the subsequent meeting to organize conference preparation should identify any specific tasks to be considered by the Special Committee.


f)	Some views were expressed that the above mechanism should be established by the WRC rather than by the Assembly.


3.3	Sequence of conferences and meetings


3.3.1	Interval between WRCs


a)	Concern was expressed about the extent of the agendas of the forthcoming WRCs, the limited time available for their preparations and the tendency to reconsider major issues at a subsequent conference.


b)	Some considered that the solution was to impose greater discipline on the development of draft agendas, by prioritising items. There was considerable support for the idea of increasing the interval of WRCs to between two and a half years to three years in general and/or by deferring WRC-99 to May 2000.


c)	The wider implications of these approaches should be studied further and considered by the Radiocommunication Assembly, WRC-97 and other relevant bodies of ITU.


3.3.2	Relationship between WRCs and Assemblies


A suggestion was made that it might be more effective to hold the Radiocommunication Assembly after the corresponding WRC, in view of the increasing emphasis on the Assembly's responsibility for the structure and scope of the Study Groups and the decreasing emphasis on the formal approval of Recommendations. Further consideration should be given to this suggestion at the January 1998 RAG meeting, in the light of experience from the 1997 Radiocommunication Assembly and WRC�97.


3.4	Handling of regulatory/procedural matters other than for conference preparations


Further to the conclusions of the 5th meeting of the RAG it was concluded that there was no need for a Study Group on regulatory/procedural matters. This reflects the future likely workload given the simplification of the Radio Regulations, the absence of any need for ITU-R Recommendations in this field, and the separate treatment of regulatory/procedural matters in respect of preparations for WRCs.


4	Date of next meeting


The RAG confirmed the date of its 6th regular meeting to be held from 12 to 16 January 1998.


5	The Chairman closed the meeting with thanks to all those who have contributed to the successful conclusions of the meeting.
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