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fifth MEETING OF THE RADIOCOMMUNICATiON ADVISORY GROUP


Geneva, 11-14 March 1997


SUMMARY OF CONCLUSIONS


1	Opening remarks


Following the opening remarks by the Deputy Secretary-General and the Director, the fifth meeting of the RAG, under the chairmanship of Mr. M. Goddard (United Kingdom) Chairman of the Radiocommunication Advisory Group (RAG) and assisted by Vice-Chairman Dr. A. Kouchtouev (Russian Federation), reached the following conclusions.


2	Approval of the agenda


The approved agenda with the suggested attribution of documents is shown in Annex 1 and a list of documents issued during the meeting is shown in Annex 2.


3	Relevant results of WTSC-96 and WTPF-96


The RAG noted the report presented by the Directors of the BR and the TSB.  The latter informed the meeting about the forthcoming creation of a small group in ITU-T, under his chairmanship, which would work by correspondence to further develop the existing guidelines for handling Intellectual Property Rights and develop a patent policy.


It was agreed that the ITU should adopt a common policy on this issue and it was proposed that there should be representation in this group from the Radiocommunication Sector.  It was subsequently agreed that a Sector Member from the USA and a representative of the BR would participate in the work.  The ITU’s statement on patent policy should, in due course, be annexed to Resolution ITU-R 1-1.


Further items in the report will be dealt with in more detail under the respective subjects.  The RAG also noted relevant elements in the reports from the Rapporteurs on coordination/cooperation and on Working Methods.


4	Strategic Planning and Resources


4.1	Draft Strategic Plan for 1999-2003


The RAG considered the proposed outlines for the 1999-2003 draft Strategic Plan presented by the Director in Document RAG97-1/8, and the proposal from the USA in Document RAG97-1/32.  It was agreed that the new Strategic Plan should be concise, and that the Plan should guide the development of the annual operational plan for the ongoing work of the Sector.  The Rapporteur on Strategic Planning undertook to consolidate the proposals and the resulting version of the Plan was offered to the Director as advice in his further preparations of the Plan (see Annex 3).


4.2	Draft ITU-R biennial budget for 1998/99


The RAG endorsed the resource requirements outlined by the Director for the period 1998/99.  It particularly underlined the need to budget provisions for post-conference activities.  It was regretted that only very limited resources were foreseen for seminar activities and that no resources were planned for information meetings or WRC-99 preparatory meetings outside Geneva apart from the normal BR regional seminars, from which, in particular, the developing countries would benefit.  Reference should be made to these points in the 1998/99 budget.


4.3	1997 BR Operational Plan


The 1997  Operational Plan for the BR was well received and the priorities outlined therein were endorsed.  Particular attention was drawn to the need to constantly review the plan and to refine it.  The critical situation in the processing of space notification was noted with concern while at the same time the ongoing efforts of the BR to improve the backlog situation were welcomed and strongly endorsed.  Any steps would be welcome to facilitate the tasks of the Director who was invited to provide guidance on what extraordinary methods can be used to immediately assist the Bureau in addressing the backlog.


4.4	Costing study


The RAG noted information on the progress of the costing study which was initiated in the BR and now is being extended to the whole ITU.


5	Work programme and structure


The meeting noted the report of the Rapporteur on Work Programme and Study Group Structure, in particular the successful use of various mechanisms for the coordination of work between study groups and the concern over the short period between successive WRCs.  The need for a sound, legal basis for establishing “Joint Rapporteur Groups” was recognised.  This matter is addressed further under Item 6.2.1.  The meeting agreed that the categorisation of Questions (Resolution ITU-R 5) had proceeded successfully at RA�95 and that the Study Groups were making proposals to the Radiocommunication Assembly on this basis.  It was concluded that there was no need for a further major review at RA�97.  It was agreed that Questions categorised C1 (urgent studies in preparation for the next WRC) should be re-categorised after the WRC (probably to the S-category), if they needed to be retained.


Options for the study of operational/regulatory procedures


The RAG reviewed the working of the Special Committee on Regulatory/Procedural Matters (SC) and future options for handling this subject, based on a contribution from the Director (Document RAG97-1/20) and the relevant parts of Document RAG97-1/34 from the USA.  With regard to the objectives in the Director’s paper, there were differences of view as to the need for ongoing work on regulatory matters, at least in the longer term.  There were also doubts expressed about the broad scope envisaged for any group that would handle this subject.  The meeting preferred that regulatory matters would be tackled in a task-orientated way.


With regard to the alternative mechanisms for handling regulatory work, views were divided. At one extreme, it was suggested that regulatory work should be done only in WRCs where a broad participation of countries, particularly developing countries could take part. This would lead to the option of terminating the SC and not providing a replacement. On the other hand, some suggested that Study Groups in their preparations for WRCs should consider regulatory issues. The need to retain a group focused on regulatory/procedural matters was generally recognised, especially in the light of the work done at WRC-95 and the extension of that work at WRC-97, and this would point away from individual study groups developing their own solutions on regulatory/procedural matters. �
There was some support for considering a working party of the CPM as a workable solution and no support for using a working group of the RAG.  There was both support for, and opposition to, the option of converting the SC into a study group.


In view of the mixed views, and the relationship with the review of the conference preparatory mechanism, it was agreed to include further examination of this matter in the special meeting of the RAG referred to in section 6.2.3.


5.1	Progress report on ITU-2000 (Resolutions 15 and 39)


The RAG considered those ITU-2000 Working Group draft Recommendations on which advice had been sought by ITU-2000, and gave general consideration to those related to finance issues.  It was noted that the radio community had not been well represented in ITU-2000 and participants were encouraged to take a more active interest in ITU-2000.  The conclusions on these recommendations, which Dr. Gracie (Canada) was asked to communicate to the next meeting of the ITU-2000 Working Group in April, are as follows:


R3, R4, R5:  The position taken on R17 has an impact on the recommendation for a single category of Sector Member. While supporting the thrust of these recommendations, it was important not to remove any existing rights for international and regional organisations. A separate category might be necessary for these.


R7:  The meeting endorsed this recommendation on reduced levels of contribution for small entities, subject to the lower level of contribution covering the additional costs of participation in the Sector concerned and steps being taken to avoid existing Sector Members from moving to any new lower level.  No conclusions were reached on suitable criteria but participants were encouraged to consider the matter for discussion at the next meeting of RAG (by which time the Council’s conclusions would be known).  It was suggested that the proposed lower level of contribution might be time-limited and that applications from small entities should always be submitted via the relevant Member State to confirm that the criteria had been met.


R11/1:  The RAG was content with this recommendation on maintaining the principle of voluntary choice of the class of financial contribution and the development of guidelines providing the latter do not imply any obligations.  However, no advice could be offered at this stage as to appropriate guidelines for members of the ITU-R Sector.


R13:  The RAG fully endorsed the idea of involving the Sector advisory bodies in giving advice on finance matters and it had already made a start in this direction.  The proposal to involve Sector Members in the finances of the Union was also endorsed.  If the recommendation to nominate Sector Member representatives to participate in the Council’s Finance Committee were adopted, it was suggested that the relative financial contribution to the Sector concerned should be taken into account in deciding the level of representation.


R17:  There was considerable opposition to this recommendation to extend to WRCs, the provision in the Convention which allows all Sector Members to attend Plenipotentiary Conferences as observers (it was recognised that some categories of Sector Members already have this right).  The main concern was the threat to the consensus -building process in the preparations for WRCs, at national, then regional and finally world level.  The achievement of consensus at world level would be very difficult if numerous disparate Sector Member views, in conflict with national and regional positions, were presented to the Conference.  Although the RAG endorsed the policy of transparency and openness, in respect of WRCs that policy should be implemented in the consultative preparatory phases and by including Sector Members in the composition of national delegations.  Reference was also made to potential logistic problems at the WRC venue.  It was proposed to request that ITU-2000 should delete this recommendation.


R19:  This Recommendation proposed the introduction of two types of approval process for Recommendations Type A and Type B.  In both processes, there would be the opportunity for full participation, and adoption of Recommendations at the study group level, by Sector Members as well as Member States on an equal footing, but in the Type B process a further stage of the approval process of Recommendations would require consultation of Member States.  The RAG noted the consideration that had been given to this Recommendation by TSAG and in particular the typical characteristics that would influence which process would be adopted.  While recognising the value of this development in ITU-T, the majority had difficulties with the application of this Recommendation in ITU-R, partly because of the fundamental difference in the nature of responsibilities and activities of the two Sectors.  The present approval process for Recommendations in ITU-R should be maintained.  In practice, that process takes into account the interests of all Members. The meeting recognised the spirit behind the ITU-2000 Recommendation and its particular applicability to ITU-T.  It was suggested that the application of the Recommendation in ITU-T should be monitored and any implications for ITU-R considered later.


R25, R27, R28, R29:  The RAG endorsed Recommendation R25 on cost recovery, on the understanding that cost recovery would take into account full costs, that is direct and indirect costs.  RAG members were encouraged to propose products and services that could be subject to improvements in efficiency and also those which could be subject to cost recovery.  In this respect, the RAG noted that some countries had identified the notification of satellite networks as a possible candidate for early application of this approach.  The question of revenue generation (which is mentioned in the supporting text to this Recommendation), should be separated and dealt with in a single ITU-2000 Recommendation R29.  The RAG was opposed to revenue generation from the basic activities of the R-Sector, but would consider more favourably revenue generation from certain activities such as seminars, outside of the core activities of the Sector.


Other recommendations on finance matters (in particular R11/2 and R11/3).  The RAG fully supported the general direction of the ITU-2000 recommendations on financial matters, including those on more open and transparent accounting, the development of budgets on a “bottom-up” basis with the resulting emphasis on priorities, and in particular, the development of true Sector budgets.


5.2	Refinement (Resolution 16)


The RAG considered and endorsed the conclusions of the Joint Working Party of TSAG and RAG on the question of “refinement” (Kyoto Resolution 16) and requested that the Director take due account of the document in his report to Council and his report to the Radiocommunication Assembly 1997 in accordance with WTSC Resolution 28 Annex A (3).  The RAG endorsed the view of the JWP that in order to ensure that all pertinent issues within the scope of Resolutions 15, 16 and 39 are identified and discussed, work associated with the three Resolutions should be in a single forum with terms of reference sufficiently broad in scope to include matters related to restructuring. Although recognising that the JWP reported to both TSAG and RAG, and the next meeting of TSAG will not be until early 1998, as far as the RAG was concerned, it endorsed the JWP recommendation that the JWP be terminated.  The meeting expressed its appreciation for the considerable efforts of the chairman, Mr. Boe (Norway), on a very difficult task.


A document from the Chairman of SG 10 (Document RAG97-1/44) dealing with the broadcasting aspects of this subject was noted without discussion.  A contribution from Japan (Document RAG97-1/14), having been taken into account by the JWP, was withdrawn.


6	Ongoing activities and follow-up


The RAG noted the report of the Rapporteur on Coordination and Cooperation contained in Document RAG97-1/6.  In addition to items taken elsewhere under the Agenda, it was agreed that an opportunity should be created to coordinate relevant activities among all three Sectors, especially for example in the development of Sector Strategic Plans.  The Director was invited to consider with the Directors of TSB and BDT whether a meeting of TDAB could be arranged to coincide with the proposed RAG/TSAG meetings in January 1998.


Participants were encouraged to consider whether the RAG should be placed on a more permanent footing (a position generally supported); whether the RAG should develop a more managerial role (as some have suggested for TSAG); and whether greater use should be made of project team/focus group approaches in ITU-R.  On the latter, the BR agreed to post the relevant TSAG document on TIES along with the RAG documents.  All of these subjects should be addressed at the January 1998 RAG meeting.


6.1	Resolution 18


The documents submitted under this agenda item were noted.  Appreciation was expressed for the work carried out by the Special Committee on Resolution 18.


6.2	Working Methods


The RAG noted the report of the Rapporteur for Working Methods of the Sector contained in Document RAG97-1/41.  Particular emphasis was placed on the workload between WRCs and this issue will be dealt with in the special meeting of RAG in September 1997.  Other items in the report were considered under specific agenda items.


6.2.1	Resolution ITU-R 1-1


A draft revision of Resolution ITU-R 1-1 was presented to the meeting (Document RAG97-1/35) by the Chairman of SG 3 on behalf of an ad hoc group of the CVC.  As this document had not been finally agreed by that ad hoc group due to a lack of time and was available only in English, it was not considered in detail.  However, it was agreed that the Resolution should be up-dated with editorial improvements and the deletion of unnecessary detail.  It was agreed that provision should be made for the establishment of Joint Rapporteur Groups.  It was also agreed that Section 10 on the approval of Recommendations should be revised to improve clarity and reflect currently agreed practice.


Following further consideration of a contribution from the Director (Document RAG97-1/40), it was agreed to amend Section 3.2 to emphasise that the approval of Questions by correspondence procedure could be triggered only by an administration (Member State) or after approval by a Study Group, and then only with the consensus of the Sector Members and Member States participating.  It was also agreed that there should be some commitment from members to support the work but no minimum number should be specified.


It was agreed that the terms “Sector Member” and “Member State” should be used as appropriate in the Resolution and in all future documentation.  Attention should be given to clarifying any use of the term “delegation”.


The RAG endorsed the Director’s proposals on Document RAG97-1/40, section 4, aimed at publishing Recommendations in a more timely and economical way, without significant reduction in quality.  Such publication would be based on the edited master copies of the “blue” documents in three languages at the end of the approval process.


The value in continuing the draft revision of Resolution ITU-R 1-1 in preparation for the 1997 Radio Assembly was recognised.  The RAG agreed to set up an ad hoc group, to work by correspondence and supported by the BR, under the chairmanship of Prof. Barclay.  This group was requested to take into account all relevant conclusions of the RAG.


6.2.2	Working Methods - Assemblies


The RAG endorsed, in principle, the proposal in Document RAG97-1/17 (USA), that is to reduce the workload of the Radiocommunication Assembly by presenting Recommendations for approval only where specific requests had been made for such action.  Otherwise, Recommendations would be deemed to have been approved by the Assembly.  Further consideration would need to be given to the detailed procedures at the 1997 Assembly and any time savings would probably not be made until the 1999 Assembly.  With regard to the proposal to use the savings to reduce the duration of the Assembly by, say, one day, suggestions were made that better use would be made of the time in concentrating on more strategic issues facing the Assembly.


The RAG endorsed the proposal in Document RAG97-1/19 (USA) to shorten the period which determines whether a Question would be deleted if no contributions are received.  The current period is 6 years and this would be reduced to 4 years.  The Director was invited to request study group and working party chairmen to collect sufficient information on contributions to enable this provision to be implemented effectively.  It was also agreed that when Questions are adopted, an indication of commitments to support the work should be noted, but with no minimum number of commitments necessary.


The RAG endorsed the proposal in Document RAG97-1/21 (USA) that the Director should request all study groups to review Opinions with a view to recommending deletion of those which are obsolete.  It was noted that some steps had already been taken in this direction and that some long-standing Opinions still serve a useful purpose.  The proposal that Opinions should be published with Recommendations was also endorsed.


The RAG endorsed the proposal in Document RAG97-1/29 (UK) to set up an ad hoc group to consider terminology for “wireless local loop”.  The existing coordination arrangements between Working Parties 8A and 9B on this subject were noted.  There was strong support for producing results from the ad hoc group as quickly as possible and no later than the 1997 Assembly.  The need to ensure compatibility with terminology used in telecommunication networks was noted.


6.2.3	Working methods - CPM


An extensive discussion took place on the effectiveness of preparations for WRCs using the current CPM process.  Document RAG97-1/9 (Luxembourg) proposed that conference-related studies should be removed from the work programme of the normal SG/TG/WPs and that the first CPM should establish specific task groups for each major study area identified in the relevant WRC agenda.  This proposal suggested that there would be a reduction in the workload of Study Groups and a possible re-structuring.  A more extreme proposal was made in the discussion, that is that the WRC should establish the task groups and that they should report back direct to the next WRC, thus eliminating the CPM.  Document RAG97-1/34 (USA) proposed that the current arrangements should continue with some improvements, that the Director should be asked to report to the next Assembly on the costs and working methods of the CPM, and that Resolution ITU-R 2-1 should be refined as necessary.


The RAG recognised the enormous pressures on all concerned with WRC preparations. With regard to the alternative approaches proposed, further information on their respective advantages and disadvantages and also costs would be helpful.  Further consideration should be given to reviewing the effectiveness of the CPM after the May 1997 meeting but in time for the 1997 Assembly.  It was therefore agreed that a special meeting of the RAG should be held on 10-12 September 1997 in Geneva, to consider the matter further.  This meeting should also review further the options for the handling of regulatory/procedural matters (see section 5 above).  It was agreed that, exceptionally, this special meeting with a limited agenda could be held with interpretation into English, French and �
Spanish only.  The Director was invited to provide information for this meeting on the working methods of the CPM and the effectiveness of the use of lead groups.  Information on the costs involved, and some measure of the external effort involved (e.g. participant meeting days), covering both the CPM and the supporting groups, would also be extremely useful.


Without prejudice to the outcome of discussions at the Assembly and WRC, the need to make tentative arrangements for the first CPM after WRC-97 was recognised.  In order that preparations for WRC-99 can start as soon as possible, there was strong support for associating this meeting with a meeting of the SG chairmen and vice-chairmen and for holding the meeting as soon as possible after the WRC-97, recognising that many of the participants will need time to recover from WRC-97.  It was therefore agreed that, tentatively, the first CPM meeting after WRC-97 should be scheduled on 25-27 November, 1997.


6.2.4	Use of WWW/TIES


The proposal in Document RAG97-1/13 (Canada and Luxembourg) to make WRC documents available on the ITU Web site and restricted to TIES users, was fully endorsed by the RAG.  The Director was asked to convey this recommendation to the Secretary General via the Coordination Committee.


6.2.5	Study Groups/Task Groups/Project Teams


The RAG noted with satisfaction the improved coordination with ITU-T on broadcasting matters, as reported in Document RAG97-1/10.


The RAG noted Documents RAG97-1/11 (SGs 4 and 9) and RAG97-1/24 (WP 1A) on the determination of coordination areas in the fixed-satellite service.  The Chairman of SG 1 reported to the meeting that all of the interested parties had met and agreed to establish a new Task Group 1/6 to handle the ongoing work in preparation for WRC-99, and to propose a new Question for 4/9S to continue its studies on coordination areas for the Fixed Satellite and Fixed Services.  The meeting noted with much appreciation the successful result that had been achieved without taking time in the RAG itself.


The proposals in Document RAG97-1/30 (UK) to change the deadline for the submission of delayed contributions from 7 to 14 days, and to encourage greater use of electronic means of communications, received general support but also some opposition, particularly to the insistence on providing copies of delayed contributions in electronic form.  It was agreed that these matters should be pursued in the ad hoc group set up to review Resolution ITU-R 1.  The Director was invited to consider how documents might be made available to participants who arrive prior to the start of meetings.


The RAG endorsed the proposals in Document RAG97-1/31 (UK) to improve the effectiveness of meetings of working parties and task groups, for example by presenting contributions as quickly as possible and at the sub-group level.


The RAG noted with appreciation the ongoing coordination activities on IMT-2000 as reported by the Chairman of the ICG in Document RAG97-1/39.


The RAG noted with appreciation the ongoing coordination activities on satellite matters as reported by the Acting Chairman of the ICG in Document RAG97-1/42.


6.3	Establishment of formal guidelines for Rapporteurs


In view of the shortage of time to discuss this subject, and the absence of proposals, it was agreed that participants should be invited to submit views. The guidelines drawn up by TSAG could usefully be examined.  Prof. Barclay, in reviewing Resolution ITU-R 1�1 will also review the provisions �
related to Rapporteurs in the context of the work of the SGs and suggest any additional material to be included in the Director’s working guidelines, as appropriate.  It was suggested that a review of the subjects for which rapporteurs in the RAG had been appointed would be useful, given the developments since the RAG had been established. Mr. Hauck (Switzerland) indicated that he would not be able to continue as a Rapporteur and the meeting extended its appreciation for the valuable contribution he had made to the RAG.


7	RA-97 and WRC-97


The RAG noted the preparatory measures taken for RA-97 and WRC-97.  The particular issues of working methods at, and preparations for these events are dealt with in 6.2.2 and 6.2.3.


The RAG had an extensive exchange of views on a possible structure for WRC-97 contained in Document RAG97-1/7.  While the majority of representatives who spoke endorsed that structure, a view was expressed by some that the work of proposed Working Parties 4C and 4D (HFBC and AP30/30A) should be handled by a Working Group of the Plenary.  There was, however, opposition to this view.


8	Date of next meeting


The RAG agreed to have its next full meeting from 12 to 16 January 1998.


9	The Chairman closed the meeting with thanks to all of those who have contributed to the successful conclusions of the meeting.
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annex 3


Draft sectoral objectives and priorities for the period 1999-2003


A	Radiocommunication


A.1	The Radiocommunication Sector mission in a changing environment


27	Under the provisions of the Constitution and the Convention (Geneva, 1992), the mission of the ITU Radiocommunication Sector is, inter alia, to ensure rational, equitable, efficient and economical use of the radio-frequency spectrum by all radiocommunication services, including those using satellite orbits, and to carry out studies and adopt recommendations on radiocommunication matters.


28	This mission is to be undertaken in an environment that is characterized by:


•	growing recognition of the economic value of frequency spectrum and the application of economic principles in the management of that resource, recognizing the rapid market-driven and user-oriented technological development;


•	the still increasing demand for the limited radio-frequency spectrum for space and terrestrial radiocommunication systems;


•	the growing role of regional organizations and private sector activities in a deregulated environment;


•	the limited financial resources available to support sector activities;


•	the growing convergence among many radio services, integration with wired telecommunication services, and converging terrestrial and satellite applications;


•	increased interest, in particular by the developing countries, for:


–	access to the radiocommunication spectrum and the geostationary orbit in support of their national requirements,


–	worldwide radiocommunication system standards to achieve overall system economy; and


–	handbooks;


•	the rapid technological development and the widespread application of digital techniques to most space and terrestrial systems, including mobile communications and new television and sound broadcasting systems.





A.2	The Radiocommunication Sector strategic objectives


29	Within the overall mission, the strategic objectives of the Radiocommunication Sector are to carry out the functions laid down in the Constitution and the Convention, and specifically in the period 1999-2003:


•	to maintain and enhance the relevance of ITU-R in the efficient management of the usable radio-frequency spectrum, free from harmful interference, and to ensure that the Radio Regulations and the rights of Member States are respected;


�
•	to continue to develop enhanced criteria for frequency sharing and coordination of new and existing systems in both space and terrestrial environments with a view to increasing the efficiency of the use of the usable frequency spectrum;


•	to continue to improve the working methods and cost-effective operation of the Radiocommunication Sector in a flexible organizational structure; to aim at more efficient radiocommunication assemblies and radiocommunication conferences; to further develop the Sector's quality of service and enhance its use of electronic document handling;


•	to ensure that the Radio Regulations Board carries out its functions, particularly those concerning the interpretation and application of the Radio Regulations, in a manner which maintains the confidence of Member States;


•	to undertake, in project teams, the study of approved Questions limited in scope and time as appropriate, and urgent studies decided by WRCs, in preparation for future WRCs;


•	in close collaboration with the Telecommunication Development Sector and the Telecommunication Standardization Sector, as appropriate, to disseminate information and know-how through information meetings, seminars, handbooks and the provision of tools for automated spectrum management;


•	to provide information on widely accepted spectrum management concepts and related regulatory framework, particularly with a view to assisting developing countries, and assist in the application of respective ITU-R Recommendations providing guidance on the most economical and timely implementation of radiocommunication systems;


•	to make recommendations on, inter-alia, the characteristics and performance of radio systems;


•	to implement efficient means in order to promote broader participation by Members States, particularly by developing countries, and Sector Members in all the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector.





A.3	Priorities of the Radiocommunication Sector


30	The priorities of the Radiocommunication Sector for 1999-2003, in addition to those identified by future conferences, are:


•	to facilitate timely coordination between new and existing active as well as passive systems in both space and terrestrial environments and to develop spectrum regulatory initiatives to better harmonize frequency allocations and use of satellite orbits;


•	to expand the assistance offered to Member States in coordinating and registering frequency assignments and in applying the Radio Regulations, with special attention to developing countries and Member States having recently joined the Union;


•	to study and apply as appropriate, improved international spectrum management techniques;


�
•	to provide assistance to the BDT, for the introduction of modern radio systems in the developing countries, particularly in rural areas, and to conduct information meetings, world and regional seminars and assistance to Member States with special attention to developing countries, e.g. through the development of handbooks;


•	to provide appropriate recommendations to facilitate the development and implementation of global personal radiocommunication systems, including GMPCS and IMT-2000;


•	in relation to improving the working methods of the Sector, to strive for:


–	greater use of user-friendly document exchange capability;


–	accelerated development of Recommendations and improvement in publication mechanisms (reduce unit cost and time to publish, provide wider distribution and greater electronic availability);


–	increased use of informatics for the notification and processing of frequency assignments;


–	a flexible organizational structure in the Radiocommunication Bureau with special attention to the training and development of the Bureau's staff;


–	periodic Study Group reviews of work programmes to re-establish priorities and to improve effectiveness;


•	to encourage greater participation by Member States, Sector Members and other organizations in the activities of the Radiocommunication Sector.
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