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RESOLUTION 53 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) 

Strategic and financial framework for the elaboration  
and implementation of the Dubai Action Plan 

The World Telecommunication Development Conference (Dubai, 2014), 

considering 

a) that, in accordance with No. 118 of the ITU Constitution and No. 209 of the ITU 
Convention, the duties of world telecommunication development conferences (WTDC) shall include: 
i) establishing work programmes and guidelines for defining telecommunication development 
questions and priorities, and ii) providing direction and guidance for the work programme of the ITU 
Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D); 

b) that Resolution 71 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference contains 
the strategic plan for ITU-D for the period 2012-2015 and defines the strategic goal and objectives 
of ITU-D for that period; 

c) that Resolution 72 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference 
determined that there should be a linkage between strategic, financial and operational planning in 
ITU; 

d) that Decision 5 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference, in defining 
the income and expenditure of the Union for the period 2012-2015 and in recognizing the current 
financial constraints of the Union, has identified in its Annex 2 several measures for reducing 
expenditure to be taken into account by all three Sectors of the Union, 

considering further 

a) that, pursuant to Resolution 31 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) of this conference, the identification, 
analysis and elaboration of regional initiatives and projects at the regional preparatory meetings 
provides a key input to this conference; 
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b) that Resolution 1358 of the ITU Council, adopted at its 2013 session, established the 
Council Working Group for the elaboration of the draft strategic plan and draft financial plan of the 
Union for 2016-2019 (CWG-SPFP), which was to provide the Telecommunication Development 
Advisory Group and this conference with the principles, glossary of terms, structure and guidelines 
for the elaboration of the strategic plan for ITU-D, on the basis of a clear linkage of strategic and 
operational planning with financial planning and budgeting, 

taking into account 

a) that Resolution 1359 adopted by the Council at its 2013 session approved the biennial 
budget of ITU for the period 2014-2015 with a view to achieving financial stability, securing 
unfunded long-term liabilities, preserving a positive net asset value and avoiding withdrawals from 
the Reserve Account; 

b) the continued implementation of results-based budgeting (RBB) in ITU, the main feature 
of which is the identification of costs, objectives, expected results, performance indicators and 
priorities presented within the framework of well-defined outputs (defined as Sector or 
intersectoral products or services provided by ITU), 

taking into account further 

a) that the Dubai Action Plan strategic framework is based on: 

– Resolutions 71 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) and 72 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the 
Plenipotentiary Conference; 

– the strategic objectives of ITU-D for the period 2016-2019, elaborated by this 
conference; 

– the aim of fulfilling the mandates of ITU-D, in accordance with the Constitution, avoiding 
duplication of efforts with the other Sectors and implementing the strategic goals set 
forth in the strategic plans of the Union for 2012-2015 and 2016-2019; 

b) that the Dubai Action Plan financial framework is based on: 

– Decision 5 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010), particularly the measures to reduce expenditure 
identified in Annex 2 thereto; 

– the approved biennial budget of the Union for the period 2014-2015 and the forecast of 
revenues and expenses for the period 2016-2017; 

– the aim of achieving long-term financial stability, preserving the net asset value and 
avoiding withdrawals from the Reserve Account; 
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c) that the Dubai Action Plan defines programmes, objectives, regional initiatives and 
expected results that correlate to the principles, terminology and structure of the draft strategic 
plan for ITU-D for 2016-2019 elaborated by this conference; 

d) that the Dubai Action Plan is elaborated in conformity with results-based 
management/budgeting (RBM/RBB) methodologies, with a view to ensuring that high-priority 
activities are adequately resourced in order to achieve the planned results, 

recognizing 

a) the overall review process of the outcomes of the World Summit on the Information 
Society (WSIS) to take place in 2014/2015; 

b) that Resolution 30 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) of this conference has defined ITU-D's role in 
implementing the WSIS outcomes; 

c) that Resolution 140 (Rev. Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference resolved 
that ITU-D shall assign high priority to the implementation of WSIS Action Line C2, on building 
information and communication infrastructure; 

d) that Resolution 1332 adopted by the Council at its 2011 session instructed the Director 
of the Telecommunication Development Bureau to take into account ITU's tasks as lead facilitator 
of WSIS Action Lines C2, C5 and C6 and as co-facilitator of WSIS Action Lines C1, C3, C4, C7, C8, C9, 
C11 in the preparations for this conference, 

resolves to instruct the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau 

in the implementation of the Dubai Action Plan: 

1 to provide the ITU regional and area offices with the assistance necessary for the full 
implementation of the regional initiatives approved by this conference in Resolution 17 (Rev. Dubai, 
2014); 

2 to integrate the mandates handed down to ITU-D by the Plenipotentiary Conference and 
the Council on the implementation of WSIS action lines, taking into account the national 
development goals established by Member States; 
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3 to formulate and structure the activities and programmes of the Dubai Action Plan in a 
manner that facilitates their evaluation, given the critical need to ensure that such activities are 
assessed on an ongoing basis; 

4 to take into account the human and financial resource constraints identified in the 
biennial budget for 2014-2015 and expected to continue for the next financial planning cycle (2016-
2019); 

5 to identify and implement multistakeholder partnership arrangements with, inter alia, 
international financial institutions, regional development banks, regional commissions of the 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA) and other agencies and departments of the 
United Nations, with international development agencies, regional telecommunication 
organizations and the private sector, in order to optimize the use of resources and avoid duplication 
of effort; 

6 to continue efforts to identify additional sources of revenue and funding, in order to 
ensure that the programmes and activities of ITU-D can be fully implemented; 

7 to report on the results of implementation of this resolution to the next WTDC. 
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