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	Summary:
The attached is a liaison statement received for information from Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) on the fourth submission of TSAG to the Council Working Group for Strategic and Financial Plans (2028-2031).
Action required:
TDAG is invited to note this document and provide guidance as deemed appropriate.
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	LIAISON STATEMENT

	For action to:
	CWG-SFP

	For information to:
	ISCG; ITU-R RAG; ITU-D TDAG; ITU-T study groups

	Approval:
	TSAG RG-IES (by correspondence, 4 December 2025)

	Deadline:
	15 January 2026

	Contact:
	Scott Mansfield
Rapporteur, RG-IES
Canada
	E-mail: Scott.mansfield@ericsson.com

	Contact:
	Bruce Gracie
Associate rapporteur, RG-IES
Canada
	E-mail: bruce.gracie@ericsson.com

	Contact:
	Dao Tian
Associate rapporteur, RG-IES
China
	E-mail: tian.dao@zte.com.cn

	Contact:
	Julien Maisonneuve
Associate rapporteur, RG-IES
Finland
	E-mail: julien.maisonneuve@nokia.com



	Abstract:
	In response to the liaison statement from ITU CWG-SFP issued in September 2025 on a list of suggested outcome level indicators for the draft ITU Strategic Plan for 2028-2031, TSAG has provided several comments, as outlined below. This 4th submission also contains further consideration on TSAG's suggestion on reformulating Thematic Priority 2 (TP2) of the draft Strategic Plan for 2028-2031. 


Comments on Outcomes and Outcome indicators relevant to ITU-T presentation of CWG-SFP-3/7
Telecommunication Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) would like to thank the Council Working Group for Strategic and Financial Plans (CWG-SFP) for the liaison statement on outcomes of the 3rd CWG-SFP meeting (our TSAG-TD218, your CWG-SFP-LS2). As invited in your liaison statement, TSAG welcomes the opportunity to review the suggested outcome indicators for the draft Strategic and Financial Plans for 2028-2031 presented in document CWG-SFP-3/7. TSAG offers its comments on the outcomes and outcome indicators relevant to ITU-T.
· Number of ITU-T standards referenced by papers published in high standing academic publications. 
No comment.
· Level of satisfaction by Members of interoperability and performance of telecommunications/ICTs. 
This statement rather ambiguous and it is suggested that it be re-phrased as follows: Level of satisfaction with Recommendations and reports on radiocommunications and telecommunication/ICT matters that inter alia provide worldwide interoperability and compatibility, global connectivity, innovation and efficiency, timeliness of service and overall system economy.
· Economic impact of top ten ITU technology standards. 
No comment.
· Number of Member States having agencies responsible for new and emerging technologies that ITU-T addresses. 
No comment.
· Number of ITU (-T) standards adopted as national standards or referenced in national/regional regulations. 
No comment, although ITU-R standards could also be referenced here.
· Effective allocation and management of international telecommunication numbering, naming, addressing and identification (NNAI) resources in accordance the ITU-T Recommendations and procedures. 
No comment.
· Enhanced availability of international telecommunication networks and services. 
No comment.
In addition, TSAG would like to propose the following additional outcome indicators:
1. Level of satisfaction with international technical standards for new and emerging telecommunications/ICTs, creating an enabling environment for their introduction and utilization.
2. Percentage of Member States (including Sector Members, Associates and Academia) participating in international standardization activities: Data source - ITU Databases
3. Percentage of Member States (including Sector Members, Associates and Academia) contributing to international standardization activities: Data source - ITU Databases
4. Number of Member States with a national standardization strategy: Data source – Member surveys
Further consideration of TSAG's suggestion on reformulating Thematic Priority 2 for the draft Strategic Plan for 2028-2031
TSAG's third submission to CWG-SFP (CWG-SFP-3/16 | TSAG-LS13) suggested reformulating the Thematic Priority (TP) 2 from "International numbering resources" to "Development of international standards". However, it was pointed that TP2 should reflect the full scope of ITU-T's work, while distinguishing it from a single activity or product, and in line with the proposed outcomes guided by the results-based management (RBM) approach. TSAG considered it and proposes reformulating TP2 as "Global ICT Interoperability" with the following description.

	Priority 2: Global ICT Interoperability
ITU focuses on strengthening the global ecosystem of information and communication technologies (ICTs) through the development, adoption, and implementation of international standards that ensure interoperability, compatibility, and innovation.
One key pillar of this priority is the development of international standards. International standards ensure interoperable and interconnected ICT networks and services worldwide. By fostering inclusive participation in the standardization process—especially from developing countries—this priority aims to create a level playing field that accelerates infrastructure development, enhances global connectivity, embraces new and emerging telecommunications/‌ICTs and reduces costs through economies of scale.
The other key pillar of this priority is the effective allocation and management of international telecommunication numbering, naming, addressing, and identification (NNAI) resources, which are instrumental to the functioning of global ICT networks and services. These resources are essential not only for fixed and mobile interpersonal communications, but also for non-interpersonal services such as machine-to-machine (M2M) communications and Internet of Things (IoT) connectivity. As demand for these services continues to grow, the global coordination of NNAI resources becomes increasingly critical.
ITU holds a unique responsibility in managing these limited resources, ensuring their equitable and efficient use to support the optimum performance of international telecommunication networks and services. This responsibility reinforces ITU's broader role in enabling seamless global communications and fostering innovation across the ICT landscape.
This priority serves as a cornerstone for enabling sustainable digital transformation, fostering innovation, encouraging the establishment of international technical standards for new and emerging telecommunication/ICT technologies and ensuring that ICT networks and services worldwide speak the same technical language.


TSAG looks forward to contributing to the discussion on outcomes and outcome indicators as part of the further development of the draft Strategic and Financial Plans for 2028-2031.
_______________
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