	TDAG-26/22-E	Page 2
	Telecommunication Development
Advisory Group (TDAG)
33rd Meeting, Geneva, Switzerland, 7-10 April 2026
	[image: ]

	 
	 

	 
	Document TDAG-26/22-E

	 
	3 March 2026

	 
	Original: English

	Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau

	Report on the outcomes of WTDC-25 relevant to Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), 
Small Island Developing States (SIDS)

	

	Summary:
[bookmark: _Hlk220925173]This document provides information on the outcomes of WTDC-25 that are significant to Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). It highlights the renewed emphasis placed on these groups of countries per the new and modified Resolutions and the adopted Regional Initiatives as well as the implementation strategy.
Action required:
TDAG is invited to note this document and provide guidance as deemed appropriate.
References:
WTDC Resolution 16 (Rev. Baku, 2025), PP Resolution 30 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), WTDC-25/16, WTDC-25/2, Final Report of WTDC-25.Report on BDT activities in support of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS-WTDC-25





1. Introduction
The 2025 World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-25) of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), held from 17 to 28 November 2025 in Baku, Azerbaijan, represented a pivotal moment in the global push for connectivity and digital progress. Convened under the theme “Universal, meaningful, and affordable connectivity for an inclusive and sustainable digital future,” one of the main goals of WTDC-25 was to set priorities for ITU-D for the next four years (2026-2029).
The conference adopted both the Baku Declaration, and the Baku Action Plan, a detailed plan guiding ITU-D’s digital development initiatives. The outcomes of WTDC-25 pay particular attention to the world’s most vulnerable countries, such as least developed countries (LDCs), landlocked developing countries (LLDCs), and small island developing states (SIDS).
The Baku Declaration underscores a high-level political commitment to implement tailored actions addressing the specific needs of these group of countries This commitment is reflected in the following provision: “We will strive to address the special challenges facing developing countries, in particular LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS and countries with special needs, through capacity building, tailored technical assistance, exchange of best practices, resource mobilization, impactful projects, match-making initiatives and relevant know-how, in order to leverage new and emerging ICTs, including AI in relation to telecommunications/ICTs.” WTDC-25 also adopted new and modified Resolutions relevant to these countries.
This document presents an overview of the key focus areas arising from the renewed mandate established by the conference and may be read in conjunction with Report on BDT activities in support of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS-WTDC-25, which provides an overview of the work undertaken by the BDT, since the WTDC-22. The document includes information on ITU BDT’s contribution to global conferences in which a programme of actions for each of these countries was adopted, as well as an overview of relevant ITU-D projects and operational plan (OP) activities which have contributed to advancing digital transformation and universal meaningful connectivity in LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS.
2. Background
The transition from Least Developed Country (LDC) status marks a significant milestone in a nation’s development trajectory. The United Nations established the LDC category in 1971 to recognize countries facing the most severe structural vulnerabilities to sustainable development. Graduation from this category signifies not only economic progress but also improvements in social development, human capital, and resilience. Since 1971, the criteria for graduation have evolved from a narrow focus on income thresholds to a multidimensional assessment of structural vulnerabilities and development capacity. Initially, eligibility and graduation decisions were based primarily on Gross National Income (GNI) per capita. Over time, this approach was refined by the UN Committee for Development Policy to incorporate broader indicators of sustainable development. The introduction of the Human Assets Index (HAI) and the Economic and Environmental Vulnerability Index (EVI) marked a shift toward evaluating progress in health, education, resilience to external shocks, and structural economic constraints. 
Subsequent refinements have strengthened the emphasis on long-term development sustainability, productive capacity, and resilience to environmental and economic risks. Graduation is now determined through a triennial review process requiring countries to meet threshold levels in at least two of the three criteria—GNI per capita, HAI, and EVI—across consecutive assessments.
This evolution reflects a transition from income-based classification toward a more comprehensive framework that captures the structural and institutional foundations necessary for durable development outcomes.
In keeping with this evolution, ITU firmly believes that Universal Meaningful Connectivity and Digital Transformation are key enablers for socio-economic development in any country and are especially crucial for LDCs LLDCs and SIDS. Since the International Telecommunication Union World Telecommunication Development Conference 2022 (WTDC-22), ITU has strengthened and systematized its support to Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs), and Small Island Developing States (SIDS). A major institutional milestone was the 2024 realignment of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), which established a dedicated division to deliver coordinated, targeted assistance to countries with special needs across the full digital development spectrum.
Focused on expanding telecommunications infrastructure and basic connectivity, ITU’s engagement has evolved toward a comprehensive digital ecosystem approach. Between 2023 and 2025, interventions increasingly addressed digital government, cybersecurity resilience, broadband mapping, spectrum management, digital skills development, inclusive ICT policies, emergency telecommunications, and innovation ecosystems. This shift reflects recognition that universal and meaningful connectivity requires not only infrastructure, but also regulatory readiness, institutional capacity, affordability, security, and human capital development.
ITU’s work has also become more strategically aligned with global development frameworks. Through active engagement in the Fifth UN Conference on LDCs (Doha Programme of Action), the Fourth International Conference on SIDS (Antigua and Barbuda Agenda), and the Third UN Conference on LLDCs (Awaza Programme of Action 2024-2034), ITU has positioned digital transformation and universal meaningful connectivity as central enablers of structural transformation, resilience, and sustainable development.
Operationally, BDT significantly scaled up support from 2023 onwards through country-level projects, regional initiatives, and capacity development platforms such as the ITU Academy, Digital Transformation Centres, and targeted cybersecurity programmes. Resource mobilization was reinforced through the Partner to Connect Coalition, generating substantial financial pledges directed toward LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
Evidence from recent LDC graduation cycles demonstrates a strong correlation between rising Internet penetration and improvements in income, education, and resilience indicators, reinforcing the role of ICT as a development accelerator. Building on this experience, ITU’s forward-looking approach emphasizes three pillars: pre-graduation digital acceleration, structured post-graduation transition support, and monitoring of digital enablers to sustain progress.
3. New and modified Resolutions relevant to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS
Several Resolutions both new and modified at WTDC-25 specifically instruct the BDT and invite Member States to prioritize these vulnerable countries, emphasizing special actions and measures to address their unique challenges in achieving universal, meaningful, and affordable connectivity. While the majority of the Resolutions align with the broad development mandate of the BDT, the Baku Action Plan explicitly directs "particular attention" to the world's most vulnerable areas, specifically LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS.
Resolution 16 (Rev. Baku, 2025) reaffirms the commitment of the ITU-D to implement special actions and measures in support of LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, and countries with economies in transition, with the aim of accelerating their digital transformation and addressing structural connectivity gaps. The revised Resolution places greater emphasis on strengthening national capacities, enhancing resource mobilization and partnerships, and improving coordination across ITU programmes and initiatives to ensure more effective and targeted delivery of assistance to these groups of countries
Furthermore, WTDC-25 approved two new resolutions, Resolution 94 (Baku, 2025): Supporting digital transformation in Pacific Island countries pursuant to the Lagatoi Declaration, and Resolution 93 (Baku, 2025): Provision of assistance and support to Sudan to reconstruct damaged telecommunication/information and communication technology infrastructure and bridge the digital divide. 
[bookmark: _Hlk221284625]The renewed focus on LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS centres on moving beyond basic connectivity toward technological sophistication, evidence-based policymaking, and targeted resilience. The details are as follows:
a. Evidence-Driven Monitoring and Data Disaggregation[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Resolution 8] 

A primary shift in WTDC-25 is the mandate to disaggregate all implementation data including for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. This approach is designed to reveal hidden disparities that global averages often mask, allowing for more precise interventions. Furthermore, assistance will now include helping these countries design surveys that account for local geographic and disability-related criteria.
b. Adoption of Emerging Technologies (AI and Space-based Solutions)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  Resolution 16, Resolution 77] 

There is a significant new emphasis on ensuring vulnerable nations are not left behind by the latest technological waves:
· Artificial Intelligence: Developing foundational ICT infrastructure to serve as enablers for AI adoption is now a specific focus for these country groups.
· Space Communications: Resolutions now explicitly instruct the BDT to facilitate the understanding and roll-out of space-based communication solutions to expand coverage in remote areas where terrestrial infrastructure is unfeasible.
c. Infrastructure Resilience and Specialized Disaster Support[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Resolution 34, Resolution 93 ] 

Renewed focus areas address the unique vulnerabilities and challenges faced by LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, particularly those in the Pacific, owing to geographical isolation, limited economies of scale, infrastructure constraints, and significant time zone differences.
New mandates specifically address the devastation faced by Pacific Island countries due to rising sea levels and geographic isolation:
· Emphasis on the timely deployment of emergency telecommunication equipment, including assistance to other disaster-prone or geographically vulnerable countries in accessing mobile emergency kits Mobile Emergency Kits.
d. Reducing Connectivity Costs for Landlocked Countries[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Resolution 77] 

For LLDCs, the focus has sharpened on establishing regional Internet exchange points (IXPs) in countries with submarine cable landing points. This is intended to directly reduce the high cost of international bandwidth that landlocked nations typically face due to their lack of direct sea access.
e. Targeted Resource Mobilization through P2C[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Resolution 16 ] 

WTDC-25 highlights the use of the Partner2Connect (P2C) Digital Coalition as one of the mechanisms for mobilizing resources for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. The success of the Baku Action Plan will be measured by specific indicators tracking the amount of project funding and the number of supported projects dedicated to these vulnerable categories.
4. Regional Initiatives with specific references to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS
The Baku Action Plan, established at WTDC-25, prioritises the world’s most vulnerable regions—including LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS—through targeted Regional Initiatives. These initiatives provide a structured framework for coordinating the work amongst Member States at the regional level, mobilize support from ITU-D Sector Members as well as for BDT to deliver technical assistance, mobilize resources, and foster partnerships to address their unique geographical, economic, and environmental challenges of each region.
Table 1 below illustrates the Regional Initiatives under the Baku Action Plan that include references to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
Table 1: WTDC-25 Regional Initiatives with specific references to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS
	ITU Region
	Relevant Regional Initiatives
	Objective and Scope
	Focus Areas and Operational Mandates for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS

	Africa
	AFR1 and AFR5
	AFR1: Aims to enhance broadband infrastructure, particularly in rural and underserved areas, through resilient connectivity solutions and multi-hazard early warning systems while emphasizing gender and youth inclusivity. 
AFR5: Focuses on establishing sustainable financing mechanisms and attracting long-term investment to implement Africa's digital transformation.
	AFR1: Explicitly facilitates access to submarine cables for landlocked countries through regional cooperation and policy coordination. It also focuses on helping LDCs address significant digital divides and inadequate infrastructure by utilizing universal service funds effectively. 
AFR5: Mandates the development of a specialized framework for delivering financial and technical support specifically to LDCs.

	Asia-Pacific
	ASP1
	ASP1: Dedicated to providing special assistance to LDCs, SIDS (including pacific island countries), and LLDCs to help them deliver their telecommunication/ICT priorities.
	ASP1: This initiative is entirely dedicated to these groups. It focuses on policy and regulatory frameworks for broadband infrastructure, ICT application and cybersecurity, promoting affordable resilient access for remote communities, and aligning with global agendas like the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS).

	Americas
	AMS1 and AMS5
	AMS1: Facilitates reliable, universal, and meaningful connectivity through the deployment of modern, resilient, secure, and sustainable ICT infrastructure. 
AMS5: Focuses on assisting Member States in developing evidence-based policy and regulatory frameworks to support inclusive digital development across various sectors.
	AMS1: Mandates a special focus on LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS for the development of sustainable digital technologies and effective early warning systems for disaster management. 
AMS5: Focuses on strengthening the participation of developing countries in ITU processes to increase their access to finance and technical expertise.

	Arab States
	ARB1 and ARB2
	ARB1: Seeks to close the regional connectivity gap by ensuring access to essential digital services through data-driven planning, partnerships, and stakeholder coordination. 
ARB2: Focuses on empowering Member States to harness digital technologies for sustainable economic growth, social welfare, and a resilient, inclusive digital economy.
	ARB1: Identifies the implementation of large-scale broadband projects to extend networks in remote and underserved areas as a core priority. 
ARB2: Supports less advanced countries in assessing their digital readiness and the sustainability of smart cities.

	Commonwealth of Independent States
	CIS4
	CIS1: Addresses the need to bridge the digital divide regarding technical accessibility by integrating new and emerging telecommunication/ICT systems and networks 
CIS4: Focuses on the timely evolution of digital regulation and formulation of digital development strategies at both in the countries of the CIS and at the level of the entire region to bridge the divide in terms of affordability.
	CIS1: Focuses on managing frequency and orbital resources to address the technical accessibility gap in the CIS region 
CIS4: Investigates a pan-regional approach to digital transformation that pools efforts and resources to support all CIS countries including the 7 LLDCs in the region.


Note: There is no specific reference to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS in the Regional Initiatives for Europe
5. Operational plan (OP) actions in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS 
The Operational Plan defines the framework for implementing ITU-D priorities during the 2026-2029 period. The planning process of OP-26 actions has been structured with a focus on establishing guiding principles to ensure alignment with the Baku Action Plan, taking into account WTDC Resolutions and the Regional Initiatives, while ensuring particular emphasis on the needs of the LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. A similar approach will be followed for the subsequent years. Details of OP-26, including resources allocated to each region can be found in Document TDAG-26/2(Add.2)
6. The role of ITU-D projects in supporting the LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS
The International Telecommunication Union (ITU) has a dual responsibility as a United Nations specialized agency and as an executing agency. The ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau has longstanding experience in the execution and implementation of projects in ICT for Development with its expertise in resource mobilization, project development, management, and implementation, as well as in monitoring and evaluation. For further information on the work conducted in ITU-D projects, please refer to Document TDAG-26/8.
[bookmark: _Int_S7HxFIY0]ITU’s project portfolio consists of projects implemented across all ITU regions and covering the wide range of ITU´s areas of expertise. ITU-D projects are mostly funded through the contributions of funding partners, as well as in some cases, and subject to eligibility criteria, through the use of the ICT Development Fund (ICT-DF). Launched in 1997, the ICT-DF supports the implementation of projects based on multi-stakeholder partnerships with ITU Member States, Sector Members, public and private sector, multilateral organizations, foundations, financial institutions and development agencies. The fund is specially targeted at supporting LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS and countries with economies in transition and/or countries in special need. Since 2023 the ICT-DF also supports projects contributing to the implementation of the WTDC Regional Initiatives[footnoteRef:6].  [6:  Further information about ITU-D projects is available at https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/projects ] 

LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS benefit regularly from ITU-D projects. During the 2022-2025 cycle, BDT signed a total of 41 new projects that had activities in at least one of these target countries. These projects were either national, regional or multi-regional in nature and were set up in partnership with a wide range of stakeholders from the public and private sector, as well as with other UN agencies and not-for-profit institutions[footnoteRef:7]. [7:  Further information about ITU-D projects is available at https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/projects ] 

However, it is important to note that since ITU is not a funding institution, the feasibility of signing new projects for the WTDC-25 cycle will depend greatly on the availability of funding partners willing to support ITU’s work, as well as to focus on these target countries. The ICT-DF provided an instrumental resource during the last cycle to enable the setting-up many of the new projects signed by ITU, since a growing number of donors now request that agencies receiving funds provide a certain level of co-funding to ensure the feasibility of new projects. The fund also enabled the scaling up of projects by prioritizing an expanded reach to additional LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. As BDT is in gear for the implementation of the Baku Action Plan, it will be essential to continue and enhance the resource mobilization efforts, as well as to ensure the long-term financial sustainability of the ICT-DF by encouraging ITU Membership to make voluntary contributions to the fund. TDAG is invited to provide guidance on potential mechanisms to engage ITU Members and increase the mobilization of extrabudgetary funds to set up new projects that deliver meaningful impact to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. 
7. Partner2Connect (P2C) Digital Coalition
The Partner2Connect (P2C) Digital Coalition serves as a multistakeholder platform for mobilizing resources and fostering partnerships to advance universal, meaningful connectivity and sustainable digital transformation, with a special focus on LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS. 
Beginning in 2023, the BDT has strengthened its role not only as a convener of pledges but also as an operational facilitator, conducting structured matchmaking exercises under the P2C framework. These efforts aim to align region-specific and country-specific priorities with partner commitments, ensuring that pledges are translated into implementable projects and measurable development outcomes.
As of February 2026, P2C has consolidated over 1,000 pledges from 492 entities across 149 countries, including targeted commitments supporting LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS, as summarized in Table 2 below:
Table 2: Pledges from P2C and Estimated Value (USD)
	Country Group
	Number of Pledges
	Estimated Value (USD)

	Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
	323
	29.57 billion

	Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs)
	277
	30.01 billion

	Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
	160
	25.98 billion


Building on this momentum, the 2026 Regional Development Forums (RDFs) will serve as key operational platforms to advance the next phase of implementation. As outlined in Table 3 below, the upcoming RDFs are scheduled across all regions throughout 2026.
Table 3: Schedule of 2026 Regional Development Forums
	ITU Region
	Date

	Europe
	24 March 2026

	Africa
	25-26 May 2026

	Americas
	16-17 June 2026

	Asia-Pacific
	16-17 July 2026

	Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS)
	29-30 September 2026


Dedicated regional matchmaking sessions will be convened in each ITU region to:
· Align the national digital transformation priorities of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS with partner pledges;
· Facilitate the translation of commitments into structured, bankable projects;
· Strengthen project preparation, partner coordination and systematic follow-up; and
· Enhance accountability by linking pledges to clear implementation pathways and measurable outcomes.
Through these structured regional processes, BDT is moving from pledge mobilization to active facilitation of implementation, ensuring that P2C commitments contribute directly to the objectives of the Baku Action Plan, regional initiatives and national digital transformation strategies.
8. Connectivity Trends in Target Groups
Recent ITU data confirms continued progress in Internet adoption across vulnerable country groups, although significant gaps remain. Global Internet use reached approximately 74% of the population in 2025, with around 2.2 billion people still offline, largely in developing countries that include LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. This is illustrated in Table 3 below:
Table 4: Internet Penetration and Growth by Country Group
	Country group 
	Internet penetration (% of population)
	Internet penetration growth, 2022-2025 (%)
	Key observations

	LDCs
	33%
	20%
	Well below global average; fastest growth from a low base 

	LLDCs
	40%
	13%
	Below global average; steady growth

	SIDS
	64%
	7%
	 Higher penetration; affordability, resilience & quality challenges


Source: ITU, Measuring digital development: Facts and Figures 2025
9. Implications for ITU programming: Leveraging connectivity to support LDC graduation and post-graduation transitions
Among the factors driving transformation, Digital Development is emerging as a pivotal catalyst. Digital technologies empower LDCs to:
· Integrate into global value chains
· Improve governance and service delivery
· Drive human capital accumulation
· Cultivate innovation ecosystems
· Strengthen resilience against external shocks such as pandemics and climate change
Evidence from recent LDC graduation cycles demonstrates a strong correlation between rising Internet penetration and improvements in income, education, and resilience indicators, reinforcing the role of ICT as a development accelerator. Building on this experience, ITU’s forward-looking approach emphasizes three pillars: pre-graduation digital acceleration, structured post-graduation transition support, and monitoring of digital enablers to sustain progress. 
Countries pursuing LDC graduation today — such as Bangladesh and Cambodia — are actively harnessing ICT as a central development pillars.
10. Countries that have graduated or met graduation criteria
As of the most recent UN data (2025), eight countries have graduated from the LDC category since its establishment, most recently São Tomé and Príncipe in December 2024 as listed in Table 4 below. Countries that graduate from LDC status become eligible for a five-year transition support period starting from the date of their graduation, during which they receive targeted assistance to ensure a smooth and sustainable transition. 
Table 5: Graduated Countries from LDC Status
	Country
	Year of Graduation from LDC Status

	Botswana 
	1994

	Cabo Verde
	2007

	Maldives
	2011

	Samoa
	2014

	Equatorial Guinea
	2017

	Vanuatu
	2020

	Bhutan
	2023

	São Tomé and Príncipe
	2024


Graduating Countries
The following countries have met the graduation criteria and are currently in various preparatory stages toward graduation from the Least Developed Country (LDC) category as listed in Table 5 below.
Table 6: Countries in Preparatory Stage Toward Graduation from LDC Status
	Country and scheduled year of graduation
	Preparatory Stage Toward Graduation 

	Bangladesh (2026)
	The General Assembly has approved graduation with an extended preparatory period. The country is implementing its smooth transition strategy in preparation for graduation in 2026.

	Lao PDR (2026)
	Currently in the preparatory period following the UN graduation resolution, focusing on transition planning and readiness for graduation in 2026.

	Nepal (2026)
	Undertaking transition planning and implementation measures during the preparatory period leading to graduation in 2026.

	Solomon Islands (2027)
	Preparatory period extended to support resilience and sustainable transition, with graduation scheduled for 2027.

	Cambodia (2029)
	Following the General Assembly resolution, the country is in an extended preparatory period to ensure a smooth transition ahead of graduation in 2029.

	Senegal (2029)
	Currently preparing for graduation with an extended five-year preparatory period approved by the UN, with graduation scheduled for 2029.


Considerations Affecting Graduation Timelines
While graduation reflects sustained progress against established criteria, timelines may be adjusted in light of external shocks, including natural disasters and climate-related events. Countries with heightened structural vulnerabilities, particularly SIDS and LLDCs, may face additional constraints that affect transition readiness. This is especially the case for countries bearing the double burden of LDC status combined with SIDS or LLDC classification, where structural disadvantages are cumulative rather than additive, thereby requiring carefully managed transition frameworks and sustained international support measures.
Overlapping Structural Vulnerabilities
Countries that simultaneously fall within the categories of LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS face compounded structural disadvantages.
· LDCs are characterized by low income levels and limited human assets.
· LLDCs face elevated trade and transport costs due to lack of maritime access.
· SIDS experience geographic isolation, narrow economic bases, and acute climate vulnerability.
Where these classifications overlap, vulnerabilities compound rather than operate independently. Limited productive capacity may be reinforced by logistical constraints, while exposure to climate shocks can significantly reverse development gains. Constrained fiscal space, dependence on narrow export sectors, and heightened exposure to external shocks underscore the need for tailored international support measures that account for cumulative structural challenges.
Digital Connectivity and Graduation Trajectories
Evidence from ITU connectivity statistics shows that Internet use expanded markedly during graduation cycles, reinforcing the strong relationship between digital connectivity and core graduation criteria such as income growth, education outcomes and economic resilience.
Across recently graduated and graduating countries, Internet use has typically more than doubled during their graduation trajectories, reflecting accelerated digital adoption alongside broader socio-economic transformation. This pattern confirms that connectivity expansion and ICT ecosystem development function as key enablers of structural change and development progress.
This evidence demonstrates that digital connectivity and ICT innovation serve as accelerators of graduation-related transformation. Under the Doha Programme of Action (2022-2031) for LDCs, the Awaza Programme of Action (2024-2034) for LLDCs, and the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (2024-2034).
The graduation of countries from Least Developed Country (LDC) status underscores the critical role of digital development in supporting structural transformation. In some graduating countries, expanded broadband access and digital public services contributed to improvements in income, human capital, and resilience the core LDC graduation criteria. Investments in ICT infrastructure and e-government enhanced service delivery in remote areas and supported financial inclusion and education outcomes. Digital connectivity strengthened administrative efficiency, disaster preparedness, and participation in service-based economic activity. Increased Internet usage during the graduation cycle rising from low levels in 2014 to above 60 per cent by the early 2020s correlated with gains in education, institutional capacity, and economic diversification. Overall, the experiences of graduating countries demonstrate that digital connectivity, skills, and governance frameworks are key enablers of LDC graduation and essential for sustaining development gains post-graduation.
Monitoring Digital Enablers
Monitoring digital enablers will be an important component of ITU’s support to countries throughout the graduation continuum. This includes the integration of connectivity, affordability, quality of access, and digital skills indicators into ITU’s analytical support to graduation processes, thereby strengthening evidence-based policy advice and enabling the early identification of risks of reversal.
BDT will continue to align digital interventions with national graduation progress and resilience strategies across LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. This includes support for connectivity expansion, innovation ecosystems, and enabling regulatory frameworks that strengthen economic diversification and climate resilience. Post-graduation bridge measures will be critical to sustain momentum in digital infrastructure investment and prevent reversal of digital gains after LDC status ends.
Looking ahead, BDT will reinforce its role in supporting countries throughout the graduation continuum by:
· Tracking digital transformation alongside graduation milestones;
· Identifying digital enablers of structural change; and
· Supporting bridge measures to ensure post-graduation sustainability.
11. ITU contribution to United Nations Development Conferences and adopted Agendas 
Beyond its active engagement during these conferences, ITU continues to contribute to the implementation phase of the respective agendas through concrete analytical, coordination, and partnership support.
In the context of the Doha Programme of Action (DPoA) for LDCs, ITU is advancing preparations for a proposed 2027 edition of Facts and Figures – Focus on Least Developed Countries. This edition would measure progress during the first four years of DPoA implementation, track digital transformation trends across LDCs, and provide evidence-based recommendations to inform priorities for the second half of the decade. The publication is intended to serve as a key analytical input to the DPoA mid-term review. United Nations General Assembly resolution 80/150 decided that the DPoA mid-term review will be held in Doha, Qatar, from 25-7 March 2027 and will adopt an intergovernmental negotiated political declaration.
Through P2C, ITU contributes directly to the DPoA’s call for strengthened multi-stakeholder partnerships, coordination, and accountability mechanisms.
In the implementation of the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS), ITU has contributed to the development of the Monitoring and Evaluation mechanism by proposing a set of indicators to measure digital development and will also continue to implement digital development targets captured in this agenda for SIDS.
Together, these actions demonstrate ITU’s sustained role not only as a conference contributor, but as an active partner in translating global development agendas for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS into measurable digital transformation outcomes.
12.  Way Forward – From Strategy to Action
The Baku Action Plan sets the strategic priorities guiding ITU‑D’s support to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. On-the-ground delivery of these priorities is carried out through the implementation of the operational plan activities and projects. This alignment ensures continuity between strategic direction, implementation mechanisms, and measurable results.
A report on BDT activities in support of LDCs, LLDCs and SIDS had been presented at WTDC-25. It detailed the portfolio of operational plan activities and projects that had been delivered to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS across key areas such as emergency telecommunications, digital transformation, connectivity, cybersecurity, digital inclusion, and capacity development. Going forward, implementation will continue to address the specific needs of LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS through targeted operational plan activities and projects aligned with the WTDC-25 Regional Initiatives and relevant Resolutions. In particular, key areas such as emergency communications and disaster resilience, highlighted by the membership as critical for vulnerable countries, will remain central to these efforts, including through initiatives such as early warning systems, connectivity recovery, and resilient digital infrastructure.
Resource mobilization was reinforced through the Partner2Connect Coalition, generating substantial financial pledges directed toward LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. Overall, there is a transition from infrastructure-focused assistance to augmenting integrated digital transformation support, underpinned by global policy alignment, enhanced coordination, and targeted impact for countries with specific needs.
Implementation will be further strengthened through the evolving portfolio of projects and partnerships. This includes both the continuation and scaling of ongoing initiatives and the development of new projects responding to emerging needs identified by the membership. In this context, the new projects will operationalize the priorities established by the Baku Action Plan in the coming period. Together, these elements demonstrate a clear line of sight from strategic priorities to implementation, results achieved to date, and planned future delivery in support of LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
13. Conclusion
The outcomes of WTDC-25 provide a clear and strengthened mandate for ITU-D to deliver targeted, measurable, and partnership-driven support to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. Through the implementation of the Baku Declaration, the Baku Action Plan, the Regional Initiatives, the projects, and the Operational Plan for 2026-2029, BDT will translate this mandate into concrete actions focused on resilient infrastructure, affordable and meaningful connectivity, emerging technologies, evidence-based policy, and digital inclusion. Particular attention will continue to be given to emergency telecommunications, connectivity cost reduction, and regional interconnection and transit issues affecting Pacific SIDS and LLDCs such as Paraguay and Bolivia.
The projects portfolio further illustrates how ITU-D intends to scale implementation, strengthen partnerships, and respond to the emerging needs of LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS in the coming period. This integrated approach provides continuity between past achievements and future delivery, reinforcing ITU-D’s results-oriented support to these vulnerable countries.
Achieving these ambitions will require sustained engagement from Member States, Sector Members, development banks, UN partners, and the wider community to mobilize resources, share expertise, and scale impact.
With the continued guidance of TDAG and the active support of partners, ITU-D will work to ensure that LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS are not only connected, but empowered to participate fully in the digital economy, strengthen resilience, and advance sustainable development in line with global and regional development agendas.
Looking ahead, a concerted focus on connectivity, policy frameworks, digital skills development, climate resilience, and sustainable financing will be crucial for accelerating digital transformation across these groups of countries.
TDAG is invited to note this report and provide guidance on the way forward as appropriate.
[bookmark: _Hlk211242191]________________
	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	Ms Archana Gulati, Deputy to the Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau

	
	Phone number:
	+41 22 730 6475

	
	E-mail:
	archana.gulati@itu.int 




C:\Documents and Settings\murphy\My Documents\WCIT12 templates\WCIT12-E.docx		24.08.11

image1.jpg




