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	Summary:
This document presents the status of the Transfer of Area Office from Tegucigalpa to Panama City.
Action required:
TDAG is invited to take note of this document.
References:
1st plenary meeting of the 2023 Council on 12 July 2023 (Document C23/106-E)





Report on the transfer of Area Office from Tegucigalpa to Panama City
Background
During its 1st plenary meeting held on 12 July 2023, the ITU Council instructed the General Secretariat to transfer the Area Office from Tegucigalpa to Panama City, as reflected in document C23/106-E. This decision was informed by contributions submitted by Panama (C23/64-E) and Honduras (C23/65-E).
Progress
The progress towards the transfer of area office from Tegucigalpa to Panama City is as follows:
Completed a successful negotiation of the Host Country Agreement (HCA), consistent with Panama's contribution presented to the Council (C23/64-E), signed in December 2025. Negotiations formally began in September 2023 with the previous Government of Panama. The Government of H.E. José Raúl Mulino, inaugurated on 1 July 2024, reaffirmed Panama’s commitment to host the ITU Area Office, facilitating the continuation and successful conclusion of negotiations.
The Government of Panama designated the Institutional Complex ‘Ciudad del Saber’ (City of Knowledge) as the location for the new ITU Area Office, in alignment with the HCA. The National Authority of Public Services (ASEP) played a key role in securing the premises, which are shared with several UN Agencies, Funds, and Programmes. With special thanks to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the National Authority of Public Services ASEP who led this process,
The ITU Legal Unit, the Safety, Security and Resilience Division, the Operational Risks and Information Services areas, the Regional Director for the Americas, and ITU field staff actively participated in the negotiation and coordination process. 
Finally, in accordance with the processes and procedures of the ITU and the Government of Panama, the following steps to achieve the effective transfer of the Area Office are as follows: 
· Ratification process of the Host Country Agreement by the National Assembly of Panama.
· Completion of the setup of the ITU premises in accordance with the Host Country Agreement.
· Implementation of required Human Resources procedures within BDT and ITU to ensure staffing of the new Area Office.
· Finalization of administrative procedures to close the ITU Area Office in Honduras.
· Official notification to the Government of Honduras regarding the ITU’s departure.
· Official inauguration of the ITU Area Office in Panama City.
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