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	Report on the work of the Group on Capacity Building Initiatives (GCBI) to TDAG

	

	Summary:
This document covers the work undertaken by the Group on Capacity Building Initiatives (GCBI). The group was established pursuant to Resolution 40 which was adopted by the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2010 (WTDC-10), and revised at WTDC-25, to advise the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) on matters related to capacity building.
Action required:
TDAG is invited to note this document and provide guidance as deemed appropriate.
References:
WTDC Resolution 40 (Rev. Baku, 2025), on the Group on Capacity Building Initiatives
WTDC Resolution 73 (Rev. Baku, 2025), on ITU Academy Training Centres





1. Background
The Group on Capacity Building Initiatives (GCBI) was established pursuant to Resolution 40, which was adopted by the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2010 (WTDC-10) and revised at WTDC-25, to advise the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) on matters related to capacity building.
2. GCBI Work carried out since the last meeting
Since the last meeting of the GCBI, held in April 2025, the Group has primarily focused on carrying out research on national digital skills strategies. 
The objective of this desk research was to create a comprehensive overview of the adoption and deployment status of digital skills development strategies across different ITU regions, to support the BDT work in this field. To achieve this, each GCBI member, in coordination with the other representative from their region, compiled:
1. A list of countries in their respective region that have adopted and announced national strategies or roadmaps for digital skills development, including key pillars and objectives.
2. A list of national and global stakeholders involved in the development and implementation of these strategies. A compiled table on this research was prepared by the Chair and was reviewed in further detail at the last GCBI meeting.
Following the meeting, the desk research was continued, including carrying out additional analysis and placing greater focus on the monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the identified strategies. 
A virtual meeting took place on 30 September 2025, to discuss progress on the work item and discuss the next steps. ITU presented a short concept note, summarizing the results of the work so far and proposing to establish a digital repository of national digital skills strategies, to be validated and regularly monitored by GCBI members, with the support of the Secretariat. The repository would be hosted on the ITU Academy GCBI webpage. GCBI members welcomed the proposal. The repository would also be populated with data from the 2024 ITU ICT Regulatory Survey.
Following the meeting, the work continued and was completed in December 2025. The results showed that out of 194 countries, 129 countries have adopted a national strategy that focuses on, or makes reference to, digital skills.
The repository was developed by the Secretariat and is available here.
3. Updates on membership of the GCBI
According to the GCBI terms of reference, and in line with WTDC cycles, GCBI members shall serve for one term (one four-year period) and can serve for another term, after which they may no longer be eligible for appointment. 
During the current cycle, 2023-2026, three members dropped out in 2025 (one from the African region, one from the Arab region and one from the CIS region). Two of them were replaced.
The updated list of GCBI members for the cycle 2023-2026 is provided in Annex 1.


Annex 1: Updated list of GCBI members
	Region
	Name
	Functional title
	Affiliation
	Country

	AFR
	Ms Anne Chantal Ngondji
	Head of Research and Cooperation Division
	Ecole Nationale Supérieure des Postes, des Télécommunications et des TIC (SUP’PTIC)
	Cameroon

	
	Mr William Baraza
	Director
	African Advanced Level Telecommunications Institute (AFRALTI)
	Kenya

	AMS
	Ms Elisa Daigele Bizarria
	Regulatory Affairs Specialist 
	ANATEL
	Brazil

	
	Ms Agustina Brizio
	Innovation and Digital Technologies Manager 
	Asuntos del Sur
	Argentina

	ARB
	Dr Mustapha Benjillali
	Full Professor
Senior Member
	Institut National des Postes et des Télécommunications (INPT)
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
	Morocco

	
	Dr Issa Jreisat
	Head of International Affairs and Pricing Officer
	Telecommunications Regulatory Commission (TRC)
	Jordan

	ASP
	Ms Tessie P Leva
	Manager, Strategic Partnership
	Department of Information Communication and Technology
	Papua New Guinea

	
	Mr Tao Zhiyong
	Professor, Director of the Graduate School
	Wuhan Research Institute of Posts and Telecommunications
	China

	EUR
	Dr Toni Janevski
	Full Professor
	Faculty of Electrical Engineering and Information Technologies (FEEIT), Ss. Cyril and Methodius University
	Republic of North Macedonia

	
	Dr Lidia Stepinska-Ustasiak
	Member 
	National Chamber of Digital Economy and Telecommunications (KIGEiT)
	Poland

	CIS
	Ms Kristine Gyonjyan
	Director
	Union of Operators of Armenia
	Republic of Armenia

	
	Vacant
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	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity: 
	Prof. Mustapha Benjillali, Chair, Group on Capacity Building Initiatives (GCBI)

	
	Phone number:
	n/a
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	benjillali@ieee.org 
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