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	ITU-D Sector Members, Associates and Academia

	

	Summary:
This document provides an overview of the ITU-D membership evolution in 2025. It also recommends actions aimed at continued strengthening of efforts to recruit and retain more members in accordance with the outcomes of the World Telecommunication Development Conference of 2025 (WTDC-25) and the Plenipotentiary Conference of 2022 (PP-22). ITU-D membership includes Sector Members, Associates, and Academia[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Refers to Resolution 169 (Guadalajara, 2010) of the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-10), which enabled the new category of Academia to participate in the work of ITU.
] 

Action required:
TDAG is invited to note this document and provide guidance as deemed appropriate.
References:
WTDC Resolution 71 (Rev. Kigali, 2022), Strengthening cooperation between Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector and the evolving role of the private sector in the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector. 
Resolutions 169, 205 and 209 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) of the Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-22).





1. Background
The World Telecommunication Development Conference in 2022 (WTDC-22) revised and adopted Resolution 71 (Rev. Kigali, 2022[footnoteRef:3]) to promote active involvement of ITU-D Sector Members, Associates, and Academia in ITU-D activities, including participation in the work of ITU-D Study Groups and to attract new members from the public, private and academic sectors.  [3:  Resolution 71 (Rev. Kigali, 2022), “Strengthening cooperation between Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector and the evolving role of the private sector in the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector”.] 

Resolution 71 brought more focus to the strengthening of cooperation between Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia of ITU-D, with its instruction to BDT to work closely with ITU-D Sector Members, Associates, and Academia for their participation in the work of the Sector, and to continue to organize meetings for high-level industry executives e.g. the Industry Advisory Group for Development Issues and Private Sector Chief Regulatory Officers’ (IAGDI-CRO) meeting.
2. ITU-D membership evolution
Chart 1 below illustrates the ITU-D membership evolution (Sector Members, Associates and Academia). The chart shows the absolute number of ITU-D Sector Members, Associates and Academia by December 2023, December 2024, and December 2025.

2.1. ITU-D Sector Members and Associates
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Chart 2 details ITU-D Sector Members and Associates sustained growth since 2023, reflecting the movement in Sector Members and Associates. By December 2025, ITU-D attracted a total of thirty-three new Members. In 2025, the ITU-D reached the highest total number of Sector Members and Associates in the last fifteen years. It saw the highest net positive income change across the ITU in 2025 with CHF 75’525 in net income gains. The BDT Region with the highest number of new members in ITU-D was Asia and the Pacific with eight new members in 2025, followed by Americas region with seven new members, Europe region with six new members, Africa region with four new members, Arab States and CIS regions each with two new members, and four new members joining as regional or international organization (REGINTORG). 
The sustained growth of ITUD membership is driven by strengthened outreach efforts across several key action streams. These include inviting guests and observers to experience ITU-D members only events, enhancing internal capacity within BDT staff to effectively communicate ITUD membership benefits to external stakeholders, conducting outreach missions at major global events, and integrating the partnership value proposition into a unified membership and partnership benefits package. Finally, the intensified use of data driven tools and dashboards enabled targeted follow-up with accounts at risk, supporting their reengagement and contributing to higher retention rates and net membership growth.
The lists of membership movement in 2025 can be found in Document TDAG-26/INF/2.
2.2. Exemption of fees requests
BDT continued to review requests for exemption of fees in accordance with No. 476 of the Convention and as per ITU Council criteria which can be found here. ITU Council, at its 2025 meeting Session approved three organizations to join ITU-D as exempted members:
· Cyber Institute
· Space Generation Advisory Council (SGAC)
· Islamic World Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (ICESCO)
2.3. Pending Approvals – ITU-D Sector Members and Associates
By the end of December 2025, seven entities were pending clearance from their respective administrations. We would like to thank the Administrations of the private sector entities who we understand are paying due attention and reviewing ITU-D membership requests.
	Account
	Country
	Membership type

	Motion Technology
	Iraq
	ASSOCIATE ITU-D SG2

	Beteseb Enterprises
	Ethiopia
	ASSOCIATE ITU-D SG2

	Onward Technologies, LLC
	United States
	ASSOCIATE ITU-D SG2

	CPX Holding – LLC – O.P.C
	United Arab Emirates
	SECTOR MEMBER ITU-D

	Safety for Humanity
	Cameroon
	ASSOCIATE ITU-D SG1

	Tornet General Trading and Communication Services
	Iraq
	SECTOR MEMBER ITU-D

	Enerdatics
	India
	ASSOCIATE ITU-D SG1


2.4. Academia membership[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Academia members participate in the work of all three ITU Sectors, including their advisory groups. They also participate in other global and regional conferences, workshops, and activities of the Union, apart from plenipotentiary conferences, world radiocommunication conferences, world conferences on international telecommunications and the ITU Council, in conformity with the rules of procedure of the respective Sectors.] 
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Chart 3 details the movement of Academia members since 2023. In 2025, Academia saw twenty-two new members and twelve denunciations, with a net positive income change of CHF 23’850.
Academia can participate in the work of the three Sectors with one single fee, being able to contribute to Study Groups in all the Sectors. Some have reported difficulty sustaining membership for an extended period due to budgetary limitations.
Strong outreach efforts are continuously being made, including by organizing visits and briefings with Academia prospects and those ITU Members States interested in promoting and supporting academia membership. More details on opportunities and current engagement for replication with ITU Academia members and non-Academia members can be found in TDAG-26/INF/3.
3. Engagement, retention, recognition, and outreach
· BDT carried out several actions aimed at reinforcing outreach and engagement efforts through promotional campaigns using social media tools and targeted outreach to prospect audiences in global tech exhibitions. BDT also focused on converting existing platforms within the ITU-D products and services portfolio into effective membership outreach channels, such as the Cyber for Good project, the Early Warnings for All Initiative, etc. An increased number of briefing sessions were held between thematic experts and ITU-D Membership (physically and virtually) throughout 2025, bringing higher awareness on areas for engagement. 
· The Industry Advisory Group on Development Issues and the Private Sector Chief Regulatory Officers (IAGDI-CRO) continued to engage an increasing number of ITU-D Sector Members. In particular, four meetings were organized in 2025:
· IAGDI-CRO virtual consultation, held in June 2025, which encouraged a higher number of contributions from ITU-D Sector Members to the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR-25) Best Practices Guidelines consultation process and gathered insights on defining the themes for the IAGDI-CRO main meeting during GSR-25. The Chair’s Report can be found here.
· IAGDI-CRO meeting during the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR-25) in Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The interest and commitment of ITU-D Sector Members was shown by their contributions and a record number of participants. The meeting’s Outcome Statement and the Chair’s Report can be found here. In addition to the core meetings, the IAGDI-CRO organised also two Tech Talks in February 2025, each aligned with the themes of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2, respectively. It fostered stronger collaboration between ITU-D Sector Members and ITU-D Study Group management and ITU-D membership and inspired forward-thinking discussions on cutting-edge digital trends and technologies that could shape future ITU-D work. The reports of the TECH TALK on Enabling Environment for Meaningful Connectivity and the TECH TALK on Digital Transformation were presented to the TDAG-WG-future SG Questions and noted with appreciation. The reports of each TECH TALKS can be found here.
· In 2025, BDT continued to organize virtual briefings and ITU HQ visits with several ITU-D Sector Members, Associates, Academia, and prospects, to introduce the membership benefits and opportunities for engagement with ITU-D.
· 
4. Outreach and engagement in 2026
· In line with the outcomes of WTDC-25, BDT will continue to broaden the ITU-D membership community through strategic outreach to potential members and partners in global external events. 
· BDT will further strengthen its collaboration with ITU-D members and will direct sustained attention to the conversion of ITU-D private sector members into key partners and will invite partners that are not members to join the ITU-D membership community. 
· The next IAGDI-CRO meeting will take place on 13 May 2026, in Ankara, Türkiye during GSR-26. MPS/PPS will be carrying out meetings with ITU-D Sector Members to encourage their participation in the IAGDI-CRO, and to contribute to the GSR-26 Best Practices Guidelines Consultation Process. 
· In 2026, BDT will carry out a series of consultative sessions with ITU-D members – the Know Your Members series – with the aim of increasing participation in the work of the Sector. The Know Your Members series have been conceptualised to provide personalized and targeted opportunities for membership to share views openly and freely with the BDT Director on their participation in the work of the ITU-D and make suggestions, as necessary.
5. Internal coordination and processes enhancements in 2025
BDT is continuously coordinating internally with the other Sectors, General Secretariat (SPM), and with the Regional Offices, for enhancements of effective processes to improve the membership experience through:
· Increasing efforts on a more effective onboarding experience for new members, especially in the work of the ITU-D Study Groups and engaging the expert teams in securing engagement with the ITU-D’s products and services.
· Revamping the membership kits with a clearer presentation of benefits, and simplified application processes to encourage prospects to become members.
· Organizing targeted calls with the least engagement members and the accounts at risk to incentivize their participation in the work of the Sector. 
· Coordinating with other Sectors and General Secretariat on ways to strengthen Sector Memberships’ engagement, retention and cross-selling. 
Conclusions
BDT is committed to:
a) 	Continue to amplify ITU-D’s memberships’ meaningful engagement in the implementation of the Baku Action Plan through briefing sessions, official missions, Know Your Members sessions, and by demonstrating value and forging partnerships to unlock resources for impactful projects and initiatives.
b) Promote greater involvement and engagement from non-active members in ITU-D’s products and services, including events and platforms such as ITU-D Study Groups, the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR), the IAGDI-CRO, the ITU Academy, and Regional Development Forums (RDFs). 
c) Gather insights and feedback from ITU-D members on refining tools, processes, and other services.
6. Call for Support
ITU-D memberships are invited to engage and promote the benefits of joining the work of ITU-D, and advocate participations and engagements of public and private sectors, industry, and universities in the work of ITU-D. They are also encouraged to complete due diligence of new applications in a timely manner so that applying entities can remain motivated to complete the affiliation process for the digital transformation together at various ITU-D platforms.
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Chart 1. ITU-D Membership Evolution             

Affiliated Academia	
2023	2024	2025	0	169	0	171	0	181	Sector Members	310
329
[VALUE]

2023	2024	2025	310	329	345	Associates	
2023	2024	2025	19	20	24	Sum	
2023	2024	2025	329	349	369	



	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	Mr Marco Obiso, Chief, a.i., Projects, Partnerships and Digital Skills, Telecommunication Development Bureau

	
	Phone number:
	+41 22 730 6760

	
	E-mail:
	marco.obiso@itu.int 



image1.jpeg




image2.png
3%

380

370

360

350

340

320

320

310

300

315

Chart 2. ITU-D Sector Members and Associates movement since end 2022
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Chart 3. ITU Academia movement since 2023
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