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	ITU-D partnerships and resource mobilization

	

	Summary:
The importance of partnerships and resource mobilization was highlighted by the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2022 (WTDC-22), in particular in the Kigali Declaration, in the Kigali Action Plan (sections 3.1 and 3.3) and Resolution 17 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) on the implementation of Regional Initiatives. This importance was reiterated at the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025 (WTDC-25), the Baku Declaration and the Baku Action Plan.
This document reports on partnerships and resource mobilization activities undertaken in 2025.in support of the outcomes of the WTDC. It also provides an overview of the guiding principles that BDT will follow to mobilize partners in support of the implementation of the Baku Action Plan.
Action required:
TDAG is invited to note this document and provide guidance as deemed appropriate.
References:
Sections 3.1 and 3.3 of the Kigali Action Plan, Section 3.2 of the Baku Action Plan
Resolution 17 (Rev. Kigali, 2022), Resolution 16 (Baku, 2025), Resolution 17 (Rev. Baku, 2025), Resolution 94 (Baku, 2025)
WTDC-22 Declaration, WTDC-25 Declaration





1. Background
The World Telecommunication Development Conference 2022 (WTDC-22) recognized the importance of Resource Mobilization and International Cooperation as a new ITU-D Priority and Enabler of the Kigali Action Plan: “The focus of this Priority is on mobilizing and attracting resources and fostering international cooperation on telecommunication/ICT development issues. This Priority is also cross cutting by providing resources and fostering international cooperation to deliver relevant global outcomes. In doing so, the needs of developing countries, least developed countries, small island developing states, landlocked developing countries, and countries with economies in transition as well as underserved and vulnerable populations should be prioritized and given due attention.” (Kigali Action Plan).
Resolution 17 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) on “Implementation of and cooperation on approved regional initiatives at the national, regional interregional and global levels” instructs the BDT Director “to ensure that BDT facilitates the active involvement of regional and subregional telecommunication organizations in the different phases of project management established by ITU, as well as in forging partnerships and resource mobilization, with a view to effectively advancing the implementation of regional initiatives.” 
2. ITU-D partnerships and resource mobilization strategic objective
In line with the outcomes of the WTDC-22, the objective is to promote, develop and strengthen partnership and international collaboration with diverse partners from both developed and developing countries. 
This approach seeks to enhance coordination, facilitate the exchange of expertise, and mobilize resources for the implementation of programmes, activities, and initiatives that advance sustainable development.
This importance was reiterated at the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025 (WTDC-25), the Baku Declaration and the Baku Action Plan.
3. Partnerships and results of resource mobilization in 2025
In 2025, through the collaborative efforts of ITU memberships, partners and BDT staff (both in the regions and at headquarters), the ITU/BDT signed 76 partnership agreements[footnoteRef:2] out of which 53 included financial contributions totalling approximately USD 7.6 million, with 72% contributed by BDT partners and 28% by ITU.  [2:  For the full list of agreements, please refer to Document TDAG-26/INF/1.] 

These partnership agreements were signed with 60 partners of various type, as follows:

These partners included 16 Member States, 8 ITU-D Sector Members, 2 Academia, 2 Intergovernmental Organizations Operating Satellite Systems and 4 Regional and other International Organizations, based on ITU Membership categories[footnoteRef:3].  [3:  https://www.itu.int/hub/membership/our-members/ ] 

Out of the 60 BDT partners, 36 signed financial contribution(s) for a total amount of about USD 5.5 million distributed as detailed below:

For 2025, the following entities were BDT’s top 5 financial partners[footnoteRef:4]: [4:  For the full list of financial partners, please refer to Document TDAG-26/INF/1.] 

	Partner
	Signed financial contributions
(in USD as per date of signature)

	Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office, United Kingdom
	USD 1.19 million

	Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, Italy
	USD 0.70 million

	Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH 
	USD 0.54 million

	Ministry of National Security, Bermuda
	USD 0.37 million

	Ministry of International Affairs and Communications, Japan
	USD 0.33 million


In 2025, the regions and ITU-D priorities that benefited of the partnership agreements signed, both in terms of number (with and without financial contributions) and of financial contributions, are presented in the charts below:


The number of agreements and financial contributions signed between 2020 and 2025 are presented in the chart below, highlighting sustained effort to support the implementation of development projects and initiatives at national, regional, and global levels.
4. Partnerships and results of resource mobilization in 2026
Building on the momentum generated in previous years, BDT has sustained its efforts from the outset of 2026 to support the implementation of the outcomes of WTDC-25. This work has resulted in the signature of five partnership agreements between 1 January and 28 February 2026, representing a total signed financial contribution of USD 175,908 (For more details, please refer to Document TDAG-26/INF/1). These early results demonstrate BDT’s proactive engagement and its commitment to ensuring timely and sustained support for the implementation of the Baku Action Plan.
5. Key Actions and Outcomes
The impact of BDT's work in collaboration with its partners is showcased through Impact Stories, available at: https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/digital-impact-unlocked/all-stories/list/.
Partnership and resource mobilization outcomes illustrated above have been made possible through the following strategic actions, which BDT will continue to expand and deepen during the WTDC-25 cycle:
· Deepen and sustain relationships with existing partners: BDT will further strengthen and enhance its collaboration with its network of partners[footnoteRef:5], including governmental entities, financial institutions, international and regional organizations and associations, private sector entities (including foundations), UN organizations, and academia, from both developed and developing countries. Recognizing that effective partnerships are built on trust, respect, and confidence, BDT will continue its efforts in reinforcing long-standing relationships and ensuring their sustainability. This aims to improve the predictability of financial support and enhance knowledge sharing, thereby support the implementation of projects, regional and global initiatives that advances sustainable development. [5:  https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/MembersPartners/Pages/Partners/List-of-Partners.aspx ] 

· Strengthening collaboration with UN agencies: BDT will continue to deepen its cooperation with other UN agencies, increasing its visibility and emphasizing ITU’s unique role as leading organization in the telecommunication/ICT sector. This approach will facilitate knowledge-sharing and unlock new funding opportunities, including the UN pooled funds, by leveraging UN system’s multilateral convening power. Strengthened collaboration will promote UN system-wide coherence and support the implementation of joint projects at the national, regional, and global levels towards the 2030 Agenda.
· Outreach to new potential partners: BDT will proactively broaden and diversity its parters portfolio through a targeted and strategic outreach approach. This will help enhancing the visibility of ITU/BDT, identifying areas of mutual interest, and opportunities for future collaboration. By expanding its partnership ecosystem, BDT aims to reduce funding concentration risks and strengthen its capacity to support sustainable development projects and initiatives.
6. Way forward
BDT acknowledges and values both its longstanding partners and new partners, whose collaboration is instrumental in supporting the implementation of projects, programmes, and initiatives at the global, regional and national levels. Looking ahead, BDT will further consolidate long-term collaboration with its existing partners, strengthening UN system alliances and diversifying its partnership base to enhance financial sustainability, predictability and impact. This forward-looking approach will reinforce BDT’s role as a trusted convener and implementing partner, accelerating inclusive and sustainable digital development at all levels.
_______________
Financial contributions signed by partners (2025)


Academia	Governmental entities	Int'l 	&	 Reg. Org.	UN organizations	Private sector (incl. Foundation)	7.5468581739667924E-3	0.84991097362500867	4.0372095054774702E-2	3.9860026981881784E-2	6.2310046164368034E-2	

Signed agremeents and financial contributions by regions (2025)

Number of agreements	
AFR	AMS	ARB	ASP	CIS	EUR	Multi regions	0.19736842105263158	3.9473684210526314E-2	7.8947368421052627E-2	0.11842105263157894	2.6315789473684209E-2	7.8947368421052627E-2	0.46052631578947367	Financial contributions	
AFR	AMS	ARB	ASP	CIS	EUR	Multi regions	0.22840539743139907	6.2284312096840183E-2	5.0771683252374571E-2	5.0771683252374571E-2	2.0421085933390225E-2	0.13838287704591945	0.44896296098770189	


Signed agremeents and financial contributions by ITU-D priorities (2025)

Number of agreements	
Affordable connectivity 	Digital Transformation	Enabling policy and regulatory environment	Inclusive 	&	 secure telecom/ICTs for sustainable dev	Multi priorities	0.11842105263157894	0.27631578947368424	0.17105263157894737	0.13157894736842105	0.30263157894736842	Financial contributions	
Affordable connectivity 	Digital Transformation	Enabling policy and regulatory environment	Inclusive 	&	 secure telecom/ICTs for sustainable dev	Multi priorities	8.9233619210366086E-2	0.29878720616456517	3.9703849954120879E-2	0.21360418005313514	0.35867114461781269	
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