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>> THE CHAIR: Good morning, colleagues. Good morning one and all. Please kindly take your seats so we can kick off this morning's session. 
This is the last day of TDAG. I hope that wisdom will teach us a great deal here and say all is well that ends well. 
I hope that we will come out with positive results from this session of TDAG. I think our interpreters are here, alive and kicking. 
I would also like to welcome the director of BDT who is here with us. We will now take up the remaining documents and I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the delegations, administrations who contributed to the advancement of our work on the basis of the discussions we had yesterday. 
I would like to invite the Secretariat to provide a summary of the outstanding documents which we now have to approve. Please go ahead, Archana. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, Chair. 
So let me just give you a summary. DT‑2 was withdrawn as proposed yesterday. 
DT‑3 Rev.1 has been posted incorporating the changes as per the discussions yesterday. 
DT 4 was not reviewed, though it was available online due to time constraints and we will discuss that today. 
DT‑5 remains unchanged as delegations requested additional time to consider it. 
The document is therefore as posted yesterday on the website. We also received some proposed text in change from South Africa and we will display that. 
DT‑6 remains unchanged as posted. It was suggested but there was no suggestion. We can show it with the changes so delegates can see what was proposed and the change. 
>> If I can ask you to move back from the microphone, please. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Is this better? DT‑7 was remained as posted. DT‑8 was posted taken into account Rev.1 was posted yelled. Taking into account recommendations from membership. DT‑9 remains unchanged as no consensus was reached. 
In addition, the Secretariat has posted the draft summary of conclusions in DT‑10 and we will discuss this as posted yesterday evening. 
I thank you, Madam Chair, and return the floor to you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. And thanks to the Secretariat for all of the efforts that have been undertaken since yesterday evening. The secretary has worked tirelessly so our members and delegates have available to them all of the documents which were expected. 
Having said that, we will go through the documents one at a time and for approval. 
Document 3, Rev.1. Can we please display DT‑3 Rev.1 on the screen. This document reflects the changes requested yesterday. And this draft contains the response of TDAG to the liaison statement from TSAG to TDAG on the work on digital transformation. 
As you will recall, we had a good discussion on this topic which deserves a response from TDAG. And I would like to note that the revised version reflects the proposals that we heard yesterday. 
So I would like to open up the floor, colleagues. Any colleagues or observations to make?
Can we approve this document? 
I think that I will use my little hammer here, my gavel, if I may. I see no requests for the floor. Right here, DT‑3 Revised 1 adopted. 
We will now move on to DT‑4. Yesterday sadly we didn't have the time to examine this liaison statement in the text. The liaison statement, TDAG 26, TDAG 28, TDAG‑30 are present in the liaison statement. 
And TDAG provides specific observations in response to the Documents 26 and 29 which asked for comments on the outcomes of the Working Group of the Council. 
They were invited to provide a response if the delegates agree with this document and with its content, we can approve it and send it out. 
Do you have any comments to make on this document? Any requests for the floor? The USA, please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair and good morning, everyone. 
I just have one small change for the DT‑4. It says during its 33rd meeting TDAG endorsed Document 2 add 2. I think we had a lot of discussion about it, but to give feedback to the BDT, but endorsed seems more like than we did. If you could just change the word from endorsed to reviewed. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: The USA is proposing review instead of endorse. Any other comments? 
With regard to the proposal by the USA. Is anyone requesting the floor? There's no request for the floor. 
I believe that we can approve this document with the text as amended. 
Thank you. DT‑4 is approved. 
We will now move on to DT‑5. Concerning this document yesterday, several delegations asked for additional time to review the document. I hope ‑‑ the Russian Federation has requested the floor. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. Good morning, colleagues. 
I do apologize, we changed the word endorse with review concerning the Annex 1 of the plan of action of Baku in the part on our indicators. 
Could you confirm that is correct?
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Yes, spot on, that's correct. Right here. 
So we will move on to DT‑5. 
Concerning DT‑5, yesterday there was a request presented by several Member States and delegates. They asked for additional time to review this document and I bore witness to exchanges online and contributions. 
I hope that everyone had the opportunity to look at this document. As Chair of TDAG, I would like to recall that TDAG examined the results of the WTDC adopted just a few months ago. 
We are being asked to agree on what was achieved of important initiatives being adopted that are pertinent or less pertinent. 
We are ‑‑ are we going to take the same approach as we had during the last cycle. I think a similar approach has been adopted here, which will be useful for the implementation of the agenda adopted by the conference. 
I think ‑‑ I think you will all recall the exchanges we had yesterday with the regional directors that led to tangible results highlighting the importance of seed funding. 
I would like to recall that TDAG is not a Working Group of the Council as such, and so we need to let the Council carry out its in‑depth review whilst remaining true to the mandate and the objectives defined by the conference. 
Allow me also to recall that a group of Member States carried out some work on this topic, and I would like to thank them for their efforts. 
We also received a comment from South Africa on this document. We can also examine those comments. 
I thank the delegate from South Africa for submitting this comment. And now I would like to give the floor to the relevant person to present the text. 
Can the Secretariat present the text on this screen so that we can examine the proposal in order to approve this document. 
Cynthia. Cynthia. 
>> CYNTHIA: Thank you, Madam Chairperson, for giving us the floor and good morning to Distinguished Delegates. 
Chairperson, we have reviewed the document and as such, we have made comments to the Document 5 as was published by the Secretariat. And we also want to, again, thank the colleagues together with the Secretariat who have worked on the document. 
Madam Chair, we have on the summary at the first ‑‑ I would say in the box, in the summary, we've made reference to TDAG Document 26/46 which is a document which was submitted by South Africa. And we believe it was considered by the TDAG meeting. 
And following that, we have edit a paragraph which is making reference to the contribution made by South Africa on Document 46. We have edit in addition TDAG considered or recognized that modification to Resolution 17 and new Resolution 92 create a comprehensive set of mechanisms and guidelines for BDT to co‑design project with partners and beneficiaries and to support the mobilization of funds through a structured process. 
Therefore, these new mechanisms require the allocation of funds which were not take mean it consideration at WTDC. Chairperson, we further made modification to the second to last paragraph. 
We have edit in the new mechanism as articulated in Resolution 17 and Resolution 92. 
I submit, Madam Chair. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, South Africa. I have a request for the floor from USA and then Nigeria in the USA, please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair, and thank you South Africa for the new text. I think we have a clear understanding of their intervention. 
However, I don't think we agreed on this. And my understanding of what Council is looking at is additional funding for the regional initiatives. And that BDT had confirmed that even though there was some different itemized budget assessments for the different resolutions, that is not what BDT felt was needed for implementing the resolutions that were agreed at WTDC. 
They wanted seed funding for the regional initiatives. So this makes it seem as if we're asking for something different than what we had actually agreed. 
I think if BDT does have a tasking to implement the resolutions that we agreed at WTDC but they already indicated their ability to do that through the existing budgetary process of how they're going to realize, I think, some of the new interventions from WTDC. 
So we would not agree to this additional language. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, USA. 
We will turn to the remote participants before we give the floor back to South Africa. 
Nigeria, please. 
>> NIGERIA: Thank you very much, everybody. 
I first of all want to support South Africa on the changes. I would start with Resolution 92, I was surprised that there was no mention of Resolution 92, which is a very, very critical element in this entire document. 
And there's a need because we all agreed to Resolution 92 at Baku, and there's a need for us to strengthen the regional offices. 
So it's important for us to have that mentioned in this document. 
Also, there are about two or three other parts of this document that I'm a bit concerned about. And the text I was talking about the ‑‑ a number of donors requesting agencies receiving funds or beneficiaries receiving support. 
This is something that's of concern for us in Africa. And I want to propose text to say that because we had a discussion about concerns for cofunding requirement, especially because it creates barriers for Least Developed Countries so that I want us to have something to say along the line of TDAG expressed concern that cofund requirement for Least Developed Countries and for other vulnerable developing countries. 
Then on the area of the proposed 1.3 million for the regional project, I believe that the amount is still very small for the six regions. And there's a need for us to include the ‑‑ what to say that we encourage the BDT to look for additional funding in order to fund the ‑‑ the regional initiatives. 
And there's also a part on the document that I was talking about the allocation would help the projects with [?] of the conference. 
I believe this is quite vague. And because there's an underfunding. So the allocation would actually help address the underfunded mandates arising from WTDC. It should be ‑‑ I'm going to put this into text and probably send some of this which are my concern in addition to the one that's been raised by South Africa. 
Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Nigeria. 
Thank you for ‑‑ or rather please could you convey your submission in writing so that we can duly reflect it in the text. As currently presented on the screen. 
And while we wait for that, I gave the floor to the Russian Federation and then back to the USA before we go back to South Africa. 
Russian Federation first of all. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. We carefully looked at the proposal of South Africa for this liaison statement. 
Perhaps truly the mention of the fact that the new mechanisms introduced in Resolution 17 and in Resolution 92 were not necessarily approved ‑‑ not necessarily agreed to here. 
But the financial implications of the changes of introducing things in the resolution is not the aim of our liaison statement. 
Therefore, I would like to suggest that we delete the new sentence of this paragraph. I would like to repeat once again the concern which was voiced in our contribution on the fact that we still have not seen the financial implications stemming from the full list of the resolutions. 
We only have partial information on the financial implications. And on that topic, we can only discuss the topic of implications once we have that document. 
Nevertheless, in addition to our request to delete the last sentence from the new paragraph, we would like to add in line with the discussion a sentence as follows: Recognize Resolution 17 and new Resolution 92 complete a comprehensive set of guidelines for codesign and so on and so forth. 
And also the recent changes to financial regulations in scope of in‑kind contributions. 
We raised the question at the meeting in 2025 following the Council. The financial regulations were amended accordingly. And this is also an important mechanism for the implementation of regional initiatives and like the financial obligations of the resolutions, they concretely concerned the implementation of regional initiatives with the consent of the meeting, I would like to send the text in the chat of our remote meeting on Zoom. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: USA, please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. 
We wanted to make a comment on the proposals from Nigeria, just I think we had a question. We had a lot of discussion about seed funding and its opportunities and not ‑‑ I think they're raising a different concept that may alter the way what we are doing is asking money for Council. The BDT indicated that the 1.3 million was adequate for the time period in which we're looking. 
Then there's additional money needed for 2020 to 2029, which is listed. 
I think we're not sure what Nigeria's proposal is since we're reflecting a document based on what the BDT has requested. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, USA. 
I don't know if Nigeria is still connected online. Nigeria. 
>> NIGERIA: I'm still connected, thank you, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Yes, could you provide some additional explanation to clarify? 
>> NIGERIA: Yes. It you look at what was submitted by BDT, by the time you look at our regional initiative, for example, in Africa, if you look at the total amount you will see that approximately, if you do the calculations, you'll see that probably about is [?] if you are look at the division. And if you look at our regional initiatives underneath, you will see that this amount has been allocated cannot be sufficient. 
And I'm sure this is the same thing for the other region. And the request is just to say that, yes, we've noted what BDT has submitted and however, we're still encouraging Council to consider additional funding for regional initiative, particularly from the African Group. 
>> THE CHAIR: The USA, I hope ‑‑ I hope Nigeria tried to provide some additional information that satisfies your question. 
South Africa, please. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you, Madam Chairperson, and thank you for United States and Russia for considering the text that was proposed by South Africa. 
And we also want to thank my Nigeria. 
Chairperson, our understanding of the text that we have provided here is not to say that TDAG approved the new mechanism and perhaps the modification as reflected in Resolution 17. 
What we were trying to say here is that there is a contribution that South Africa submitted, and truly speaking, that contribution was considered by TDAG and it was disbursed. 
Hence, our approach is that it has to be reflected as such. And when we were reading the liaison statement, it does not make reflections of the recommendation that South Africa made. 
And the intention is not to say that TDAG has approved the modification and the new modification to Resolution 17 and the new Resolution 92. It is just to reflect the contribution that South Africa has submitted. 
Hence, we believe that the text as crafted here, it reflects what TDAG has considered in terms of the modifications submitted by South Africa and supported by, I believe, a number of countries coming from Africa in terms of what South Africa was trying to propose their contribution. 
So Chairperson, we do not understand what is the difficulty of reflecting what TDAG considered in respect of the contributions submitted by South Africa. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, South Africa. 
The USA and I believe that I will make a proposal so that we can advance on this issue. 
USA, please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. 
I think for the U.S., just to answer South Africa, the WTDC did agree on the resolutions. That's not a question. It's not about what TDAG has endorsed of implementation of the resolutions. 
This is asking for funding from Council. So to recognize these mechanisms to help with fundraising is separate from the request that goes to Council which is for seed funding for the regional initiatives. It's like a different request. 
And this makes it seem as if we're asking for different or new money on top of the request for the regional initiative money. How BDT uses its budget to implement these resolutions in order to incentivize the implementation of regional initiatives, that's ‑‑ I think BDT has said that they're taking that onboard. 
So I think we can ‑‑ I mean, maybe Chair, it will be in your hands. There are other texts that I just ‑‑ my Nigeria sent in. We might need more time that has a group to look at the text and maybe we can come with an understanding on South Africa to reflect on theirs without adding the text. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, United States. You took the words out of my mouth. 
I'd like to give the floor to China and then I will come back to complete on this item. 
China. 
>> CHINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
We believe the text proposed by South Africa is of great value, which specifies their detailed requests. At the meeting, we did have a discussion on the contribution which should be appropriately reflected in the liaison statement to request more financial support. I believe it is reasonable, because the resolutions revision is quite broad and profound one. 
When we talk about how to implement the resolution in detail, we need to further discuss and deepen our consideration so that the outcome can be implemented on the ground to truly reflect the real needs of African countries. 
Therefore, we do support the proposal by South Africa and Nigeria and to be reflected in the liaison statement. 
I thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, China. 
So after having heard the different observations raised, I would like, perhaps, to add the following comments. In my personal view of this proposal that has been made, my comment reflects slightly the comments raised by China and some countries I think in principle. 
We have received contributions from certain countries, in particular South Africa, pertaining to this item which is linked to the topic at hand. And our approach, if as you've noted, would like to ask the Secretariat to encompass all the contributions which are on the same issue and to be able to give guidelines as appropriate. 
I think the approach in which the South African proposal goes in the same direction we have taken note of South Africa has put forward a contribution which is supported by some Member States. 
And the TDAG has taken note of this contribution. To make reference to this, in my view, is quite logical. Because we are addressing a topic which goes hand in hand with it. So there's a reference here to the contribution which pertains to a resolution that was taken at the conference. 
Therefore, in my view, it is a follow‑up, if you'd like to mention this, allows us therefore to take note and to consider the progress made relating to the issue. 
Therefore, I think that South Africa might contradict me, but I think we're trying to clarify the approach that justifies the introduction of this reference. It is a reference only. 
We'd like the Council looks at this important matter, and it is ‑‑ and it points out the key elements which were part of our work here at TDAG. That is my view. 
Secondly, pertaining to the amount that is proposed by Nigeria, Kelly also said just now and I completely align with that comment, I would like to send this document to a small informal group with those countries who have comments U.S., AU, Russian Federation, South Africa, and China, and those African countries who had supported the African proposal who are in the room. 
I would like you all to get together to try to ‑‑ to perhaps strengthen this liaison statement which is extremely important for us. It is important and I would like us to really reach an agreement and I'd like to ask the Secretariat, please. 
So the Secretariat is suggesting room T ‑‑ room in the tower so that we can adopt this liaison statement. Which is very important for the D sector. 
So there's the comments I would like to bring to bear. I'd like to give the floor to the vice‑chair from Europe. Inga, please. 
>> INGA RIMKEVICIENE: Thank you, Madam Chair. Good morning, colleagues. Just to remind that we also have Document 4 from the BDT to the TDAG. 
So I think discussing the new additions we have to bear in mind Document 4 also. And also to remind that this liaison statement with all this issue of financing and finding the funds for the region will go to the Council and will be discussed at the Council. 
So for those countries that think that more justification or discussing concerns is needed in addressing this topic, I think those countries also should be reminded they can make some contributions to the Council. Making their concerns more visible and justify their needs. 
So I don't believe that we need to reflect all the contributions in liaison statements. But just to look at other ways to express the views of the countries. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much to the vice‑chair. 
Indeed, the reference can be mentioned to mention to the relevant document as an information document without getting into the details. But it will be up to the group to have a look at this. I think this is a proposed solution. And of course the countries have the latitude to resubmit contributions to the Council and to support. 
But in my view, the TDAG should send this liaison statement with a view to open discussions during the Council itself. 
Having said that, I'd like to give two minutes to South Africa to come back on this and then this document will also be accepted by the drafting group in question. 
South Africa, please. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you for your ‑‑ the ‑‑ I think the new way forward that you have provided. 
While we understand the ‑‑ the difficulty of some of the ‑‑ especially coming from the vice‑chair saying that we do have the latitude to also advance our proposal at the upcoming ITU Council, we appreciate that and we do agree with it. 
But Madam Chair, we are in favor with your proposal to say that we need to, you know, just reflect a bit on what we are trying to introduce here as an amendment to the liaison statement. 
And Madam Chair, our understanding is that the small group that was created, it was created simply because, among other issues, there was a contribution coming from South Africa and supported by other African Member States. 
So hence, we believe that it will be really helpful to reflect the discussion of TDAG in this liaison statement, in as far as the contribution that was submitted. 
And in it, this introduction is going to the Council and the Council is also going to reflect on what we have proposed here. So in short, we support your way forward, Madam Chair. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, South Africa. I'd like to turn to Secretariat now and the summary conclusions of TDAG could also be submitted for information and reference. Yes or no asks the Chair? 
This is the proposal coming from South Africa to add some informational elements on the discussions. I would really like us to have a light liaison statement if you'd like with all the relevant documents which we have reviewed in link with this item and discussion. 
And in the conclusions, we can therefore specify certain documents which were referenced. I'd like to know if our deliverables our report can be used as an information source. 
Thank you. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, Chair. So one of the issues, definitely we can reflect the discussion on the contribution from South Africa in the summary report and also in the report of the meeting. 
So that is not a problem. That can definitely be done. 
This particular liaison statement, there were other delegates who had certain remarks. So I think it may be a good idea to offer them an opportunity to discuss, but as regard to this particular issue, certainly they can be reflected in the summary and in the final report on the meeting. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Secretariat. 
So I will send this document for additional review during the coffee break. 
I'd like to thank all of those interested parties in advance. I'd like to ask all countries to join in this particular ‑‑ the vice‑chairs as well, so they can have a close look at this so that you can follow the discussions as closely as possible in room 103. 
Thank you very much. 
Now we'll move on to DT‑6, please. 
Can we please project document DT‑6 on the screen. This is a draft liaison statement to Council 2026 on the report of the review of the ITU regional presence. 
As you will recall, TDAG held a discussion which was quite in‑depth on this matter on the basis of factual discussion and analysis. Therefore, it's important that DT‑6 reflects the key messages stemming from our discussions and deliberations on this matter. 
And also acknowledging what worked well and the areas in which we see areas for improvement. 
In my view, this liaison statement is ‑‑ my view is the appropriate vehicle to ‑‑ for TDAG to convey to the Council before the next review of this matter at the next Council session. 
And I would like us to take note that we're not here ‑‑ we're not here to anticipate, of course, the work of the Council, but it's just to ensure that the Council is well informed of the discussions that were held and TDAG can benefit from contributions from the D sector community. 
And on that basis, I would like to give the floor to Arseny from the Russian Federation as he did submit proposal for some striking out in the text. 
Can we please display the observations from the Russian Federation, please. 
Arseny, you have the floor. 
>> ARSENY PLOSSKY: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. We tried to simplify this document by deleting the excessive text and leaving only what concerns the consideration of the regional presence. I.E., we note in this liaison statement that the document on the whole was presented to the meeting. 
The regional offices are important for the implementation of the Strategic Plan of the ITU and the Action Plan of ITU‑D. And we also note that we regional presence is effective. 
We believe that this text is more than sufficient to reflect the views of BDT in connection with the TDAG, sorry, based on the fact that the initial document was aimed at simply noting things and receiving additional guidance. 
But we aren't actually adding any additional guidance here. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. I'd like to open the floor now to have your comments on the proposal put forward by the Russian Federation, please. 
United States, please. 
>> UNITES STATES: The U.S. supports these changes. I think we had seen them last night and reflected that we could support these. 
I think that new document reflects the conversation that we had yesterday, which is what we talked about in the meeting. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: I think there's request from the floor. Nigeria. 
>> NIGERIA: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
I think I have not been able to look at some of the changes by Russian Federation. But I don't think there's anything wrong with those changes that were made by Russian Federation. 
However, I think ‑‑ I noted that some of the languages used in this document, for example, I believe some of it are quite passive. Which is, for example, where we're talking about looking forward to discussion this document, I think we need to assert a bit more to use words like TDAG calls on the Council to take concrete action. 
And also there was a place where I would say that TDAG and Council to consider TDAG's deliberation. 
I think it should be a formal request, not encourage. Because I think the word encourage is quite weak. It should be TDAG requests Council to take this document into account. 
Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Nigeria, for those comments. 
Egypt, please. United Kingdom. Egypt, Azerbaijan, and UK. 
>> EGYPT: Thank you, Madam Chair. And I will be speaking in Arabic. 
I would like to thank the Russian Federation as well as the Member States who have proposed changes to this liaison statement. We have no opposition to the suggested changes in order to reach consensus. 
However, we've struck out the mention to the report which reflects all the work undertaken by the D sector. 
In the framework of the review of the regional presence. This is document TDAG 26/INF/9. And in order to support the proposed changes, we'd like to suggest quite simply to retain the reference to this document. And this is in paragraph which begins with TDAG reviewed the study ‑‑ reviewed the study's key findings as seen in document TDAG 26/INF/9 and retaining the rest of the paragraphs without any change. 
And this is to underscore the details of this report. 
>> THE CHAIR: I'd like to thank Egypt. We take note. 
Azerbaijan, please. 
>> AZERBAIJAN: Just a request, if it would be possible to zoom the document 200%, Chair, so it's easier to read. 
>> SECRETARIAT: May I request the moderator to please scroll through starting from the top, giving the delegates an opportunity to read the changes. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, United Kingdom, please. 
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair. The version we see on the screen, we can echo other colleagues, it's a good record and valuable to send in the liaison statement. 
To understand more from our colleagues Egypt and Nigeria, it might on helpful to see it on screen, whether it's just this last paragraph and essentially switching the tracked changes. So instead of the addition, we refer back to the original text on that last paragraph we see at the bottom. 
I think that might be suitable, but just to clarify so we understand clearly what we are agreeing to here. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: I'd like to invite Egypt to propose text, please. According to the comments that were made. Can you please send this written text to the Secretariat which would allow us to effect which was discussed. 
And I'd like to suggest the same for Nigeria. I ‑‑ who suggested that encourage was maybe not the right verb. So this is terminology, of course. 
Thank you very much for sending these written suggestions to the Secretariat so that we can finalize this document. 
Russian Federation, please. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
I would like to point out that it is quite complex and difficult to work if we have not yet received the document and we only see it on the screen. 
We have sent our suggestions yesterday and we thought it should be published as a DT so that everyone would have access to this. 
Now turning to the suggestion made by the delegate from Egypt. It would seem in our view, quite easy to send this document to make reference to document INF/9. I can dictate it if you'd like so that we don't lose any time in exchanging emails. 
And then we might risk not finishing today. So we are delighted to continue the discussions on the detailed findings, and then including on review pertaining to the review of document TDAG 26/INF/9. In TDAG 26/INF/9. And then everything else is unchanged. 
I believe that the changes could ‑‑ I am of the view that with these changes, if this meets the concerns raised by Egypt, this version without additional exchanging of emails and so on so forth. 
And I would like to note that we already booked for coffee break for additional discussion for another liaison statement. So let's try to make things easier. 
Thank you very much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Russian Federation. And I would like to get the view of Egypt and my intention also is to avoid new additional discussion during the coffee break. 
>> EGYPT: Thank you, Madam Chair. We'd like to support this proposal put forward by the Russian Federation. It would seem preferable to say following, including findings contained in, and to strike out on review. Including findings as contained in TDAG 26/INF/9. 
>> THE CHAIR: I think that seems to be okay, says the Chair. Nigeria, we don't have your proposal. I'm going to turn to Nigeria or Kelly perhaps to propose some wording here pertaining to the comments raised by Nigeria. 
I requested you to share. Can you share the proposals to the Secretariat, please? 
>> NIGERIA: Just in order to be deputy ‑‑ Ms. Archana. 
>> THE CHAIR: Okay. Can you just take a couple of minutes, please, to read through what we have. To check that we're okay with what we see. 
Dr. Abdulkarim. Nigeria. 
>> NIGERIA: I'm sorry, Madam Chair, what is your question? 
>> THE CHAIR: Yes, can you read so that we can try to type directly on the screen? 
>> NIGERIA: Okay. My proposed amendments? 
>> THE CHAIR: Yeah. 
>> NIGERIA: If we go to the introductory statement, okay, yes, in this box. So my suggested amendment is to the last line to ‑‑ after for improvement and call on Council to take concrete action. 
Then delete looks forward, and to call on Council to take concrete action. And for ‑‑ and further discuss the detailed findings during Council 26. That's the first one. 
And the other change is on the last paragraph, which is TDAG requests Council to take into account TDAG translation and delete everything that was there before. 
>> THE CHAIR: Maybe we can propose and invite Council to take concrete, instead of call on. Okay. 
>> NIGERIA: Looks forward, remove that part. And say and further discuss the detailed findings during Council 26. Okay. 
Then if we go to the last paragraph. Okay. I can see some changes now. Okay. My original suggestion is to say that TDAG requests Council to take into account the TDAG deliberation. 
But I think what we have on screen now we can just amend that slightly to rather than say further discussion... okay. 
>> THE CHAIR: Nigeria, please. 
>> NIGERIA: Yeah. So I think what we have on screen now ‑‑ 
>> THE CHAIR: It's okay? 
>> NIGERIA: Yeah. But I think the idea is not to ‑‑ yes, we can have further discussion. 
>> THE CHAIR: Okay. 
>> NIGERIA: Also need to take the document into account. 
>> THE CHAIR: Do you have any additional proposals to make? Because we have taken into account your proposals. I don't know if these are additional proposals, new proposals that you intend to make. 
Very well. I think we will be able to make headway. Can we consider these amendments and approve the document? 
Can we approve this document? Egypt. 
>> EGYPT: Thank you, Madam Chair. Can we go up for the summary. Just detailed findings, fundings or findings. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much for having your eye on the ball, as it were, in spotting that typo. 
Very well. Can we scroll down. Okay. 
I am going to slowly lower my gavel as we scroll down. Can we approve the document? Yes, keep going. Making progress. 
Is there a request for the floor? Yes, Inga, please. 
>> INGA RIMKEVICIENE: Thank you. Madam Chair, if you can go back to the summary, please. I think Council cannot take actions before discussing. 
If we could switch that advise Council to discuss and then to take actions. Because this cannot be vice‑versa. You have to discuss, then take actions. 
>> THE CHAIR: Yes, I am very proud of the approaches we have here. 
India, please. 
>> INDIA: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
So first was what already has been mentioned by the delegate. Second as a minor correction, invite the Council with a capital C, please. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much for pointing that out. 
We can continue. 
I think that's okay. There are no further requests for the floor. Can we approve this document?
Egypt. U.S. ‑‑ Egypt. 
>> EGYPT: I think, Chair, we both have the same comment. About the summary, we believe that our colleague Inga meant to replace or exchange the arrangement of the sentence. So it's not invite the Council to discuss and take concrete action and further discuss, we believe it's to invite the Council to further discuss detailed findings and take concrete action. And we stop there. Complete action of course during Council 2026. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. We have a request online. Iran, please. Please go ahead, doctor. 
>> IRAN: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
What I was intending to say was just mentioned by my distinguished colleague from Egypt. So my point is covered. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Dr. Sharafat. 
Okay. I think that we can ‑‑ any other requests for the floor? 
No requests for the floor? Please raise ‑‑ Cote d'Ivoire. 
>> COTE D'IVOIRE: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
I note what was said. Now at the end of the summary I don't know if the sentence is there, but we should have invites, invites, not invite. TDAG invites the Council to further discuss. Just a grammatical point. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you. 
Yes, I think that you will all make excellent editors. I think we can trust the Secretariat to sort out any editorial issues. But we need to make sure that we have the context and substance of the liaison statement right. 
On that note, can we approve the LS?
I would like to thank you all for your contributions that were excellent. And also thank the contributors who have taken the floor this morning. 
Approved. Thank you. 
So once I've hammered my hammer three times, my gavel three times, we can't go back. 
Okay, we are making good progress, but I want to finish with the texts. I don't want to bring you back here this afternoon. I don't think you're too keen to come back this afternoon. 
So DT‑8. DT 8 Rev.1. Draft liaison statement to TSAG on BDT activities on climate change monitoring and adaptation and early warning systems. 
As indicated by the Secretariat, the revised version as published reflects the changes made yesterday. I thank the colleagues for their contributions. 
I want to say that the BDT is producing concrete results that are significant for everyone concerned, and it's important that these efforts are taken into account in the deliberations and the sectors. 
In particular in the work on standardization of TSB in order to bolster [?] within the union and to avoid any duplication. 
On that basis, I should like to invite you, Distinguished Delegates, to make any final comments or observations on this document. 
(Pause). 
Very well, if there are no comments, we can approve this document subject to any editorial changes on the part of the Secretariat. 
Thank you very much for your trust and for your contributions. 
Liaison statement approved. 
Now we have DT‑9, and then we will wrap it up with the liaison statements for today. 
DT‑9. DT‑9 contains a draft reply to TSAG in response to liaison statements that we received. 
TDAG 26/25, 27, 31, 32 on the draft change of plan for the ITU for the period 2028‑2031. 
As was indicated by the Secretariat, this document was discussed yesterday. We did not achieve consensus. Several delegations expressed the view that perhaps it wasn't necessary to provide response since we aren't required to take any action. 
I think that we really had a debate on whether we should send out a liaison statement for the sake of good practice and for the sake of reciprocity when it comes to sending liaison statements to express gratitude. 
So I would like to open up the floor again on this document. Once again very briefly. 
Can we bear in mind the different discussions we had yesterday. The Chair of Committee 1, SG1, rather. 
>> ROBERTO HIRAYAMA: Good morning, colleagues. Just to recall my understanding of the discussions yesterday, it was to include some gist of this thinking note here into the other one of TSAG, just to have one only. 
I would understand that it was not done yet, so it should be just included, a paragraph or phrase that reflects that. I think that was our results from yesterday. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. I think it's an interesting idea. Of course I don't want to [?] then we can reflect everything in the liaison statement for TSB. We can point out the segment that it was intended for. 
Do you agree with this approach? Can we adopt this liaison statement?
Kelly, sorry. Azerbaijan, and the USA. 
>> AZERBAIJAN: My excellent is just editorial, if I guess there should be two times ‑‑ in two places to add draft. It is the draft ITU Strategic Plan. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: With the proposal made by the Chair of SG1, there's no need to make this statement but rather we are recuperating the appropriate wording to make reference in previous DTs, I believe. 
I think ‑‑ Kelly, please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. And thank you for the reminder by the Study Group 1 chair. 
I think at this point we already approved DT‑3, and it goes to the group that deals with the Strategic Plan in TSAG. And it goes to the group that deals with digital transformation in TSAG. This goes to a different group. And if there is an insistence on sending this courteous thank you note, I think we should just approve this as it is and not reopen DT 3 and mix the two different rapporteur groups. 
I still believe that we need to stop this practice of sending these thank you notes, but I will not object to this is going forward as is instead of reopening DT‑3. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Very well. Okay. 
Can we approve the document as it stands? Thank you. 
We could have a round of applause here. 
(Applause)
I would sincerely like to thank all of you for your valuable contributions and the experts who represent the entrusted Member States who are working tirelessly to ensure that we accompany the BDT with the appropriate guidance. 
We encourage the BDT in pursuing its efforts. This session allowed us to take stock of the scale of the work ahead and the achievements we have made. 
We are all very much committed in making our voices heard at the level of the Council so that the development sector continues its mission as a locomotive of the ITU. 
Having said that, how much time do we have? We've got 30 minutes. 30 minutes. 30 minutes for a coffee break. And we will come back here in 30 minutes sharp. 
Thank you. 
(Break). 
>> THE CHAIR: Colleagues, thank you very much. Can I have your kind attention, please. I'd just like to make the following announcement. 
I was in room 103 with colleagues on DT‑5. And I think we're almost there. We're almost brokering consensus. And I have requested some additional time. So I wanted to bring you the good news that we'll give them an additional 20 minutes. An extra 20 minutes break to allow colleagues to come back with a consensual solution on that document. 
So we'll have an additional 20 minutes break from now. 
Thank you. 
(Break). 
>> THE CHAIR: I think the colleagues have concluded. And I'm just awaiting the feedback from the Secretariat. Once again, I'm just waiting for the Secretariat first. 
(Pause) 
>> THE CHAIR: Colleagues, thank you very much. We will take up our work. 
I have the pleasure of announcing to you that our small group of hope met and they exchanged their views. 
I hope that we have a very advised document which is consensus based which is published on the website. I would suggest that you download it and I take this opportunity to invite the Secretariat to project the document on the screen as revised so that we can move on to the approval stage of DT‑5. 
And then we will look at the summary of conclusions. 
Very well. So we have the document on the screen. It's Document 5 Rev.1. It is now displayed on the screen. I see there's a request for the floor. The United States, you have asked for the floor. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair, and thank you to the group for its cooperation during the discussion of the document. 
I just note that this document isn't the one that we agreed. It's ‑‑ can the Secretariat just upload the correct version?
There's one sentence at the end that we agreed to delete and it's still in the document. So maybe they could just update the correct version. It's in the second to last paragraph, there's a text that we had agreed to remove. 
Thank you. 
>> May I correct help to check for the correct version online. 
(Pause). 
>> SECRETARIAT: Please bear with us for a few minutes, they're making the required changes. 
Thank you. 
(Pause). 
>> THE CHAIR: I think we've got the document up on the screen now. The document is available. Can we scroll through the document. 
Very well. Is that okay? Very well. Colleagues, you have the document before you. It's a consolidated version on the basis of the discussions of the group. And I would like to note that the members of the drafting team do not have an authorization to speak against. The group remains solid. I was involved in the group as Chair. My voice does not count. But the group is happy with the outcome that we achieved with regard to this document. I would sincerely like to thank you for this momentum which I was able to observe in the room. 
And the document is the fruit of the work undertaken. I see there's a request from the floor online. But first of all, I would like to take any speakers in the room in accordance with the rules of procedure before moving on to online participants. 
Any requests for the floor? Perhaps I would like to ask Kelly to take the floor. Can I make sure with Kelly everything's correct? 
>> UNITES STATES: The document on the screen, we've crossed off the language, but it's not the correct one. The version that's posted as a Rev.1 is still not the right version. That's all. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Okay. Thank you very much. Secretariat, please. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Can I request to please confirm whether the correct document has been shared with the moderator or not. And if not, if that's not possible, then we would ask Ms. Kelly from USA to give us the changes so that we can make them online. 
>> UNITES STATES: It's on the screen, the strike out, it's just not reflected in the version that's posted online, that's all. When you download the posted version. 
But those on the screen will see it, just to note it's not the right one in the document. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Kelly. I have received information that we have not made the updates online just yet. So I will give the floor to the Bahamas, first of all. 
>> BAHAMAS: Thank you, Chair, just to say that we have no objections to the proposed changes. Just one minor comment towards the end of the first paragraph that ends for Least Developed Countries, we would like to propose that maybe this should be brought up and so that it can be read create barriers for some developing countries. 
And if we want to highlight least developing countries, that we could continue in particular for Least Developed Countries. 
This is the last sentence. The proposal would be to read TDAG notes concerns raised by some delegates that co‑funding requirements may create barriers for some developing countries. 
If that is okay with the group, that's fine. But if the group, especially Nigeria wishes to highlight least developing countries, we would then propose adding towards the end, and in particular Least Developed Countries. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much for your proposal. India. 
>> INDIA: The changes are quite editorial in nature and we have discussed this in group, so in addition, the barriers with all the changes just made. 
In addition, TDAG recognizes the modifications. Recognizes instead of recognized. 
And in the second last line of ‑‑ third last line of this paragraph, recognizes again. Also TDAG recognizes the recent changes. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much to India. Secretariat. 
>> SECRETARIAT: I just want to [?] written as Distinguished Delegate requested, you may like to add some relevant countries and in particular, Least Developed Countries. 
After countries in the first paragraph. At the end of the first paragraph, and in particular comma Least Developed Countries. I believe that's what the delegate was saying. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much for your comments. 
Any other requests for the floor?
Very well. I believe there are no requests for the floor. I am going to raise my gavel. Document 5 approved. 
(Applause)
Thank you very much. Thank you very much to the Secretariat and the whole team. 
That concludes the issues with regard to the liaison statements. We will now move on to the consideration of our summary of conclusions, which will reflect the outcome of the work done over this last week of the TDAG meeting. 
I would like to suggest that we take up this document, it's DT‑10/E Rev.1, and I would like to ensure that this document is available online and that everyone has the document in front of them. Including the online participants. 
Can the Secretariat confirm this? Okay, very well. We've got confirmation that the document is available online. 
So I suggest that we examine it page by page and we approve it along these lines. 
Is this method okay for you? I'll go through page by page. 
Page 1. 
I have a request for the floor, the Russian Federation and USA, and Azerbaijan. USA. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. It's just if you could give us a hint of what was modified. The Rev.1 doesn't have the changes. 
Thank you. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, Distinguished Delegate, from USA for asking this question. 
If I'm correct, the Document 46 and 47 were [?] in this compilation. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you. Let's go page by page. And I would like the Secretariat, please jump in if there are any clarifications to provide. 
But this document is a revised version and takes into account the different discussions that were held. And the modifications ‑‑ Page 1, that Page 1 is thereby approved. 
Page 2. I'll allow you to just have a read through of this page. So Agenda Item 1, no comments. 2? No comments. 
3, 4? My apologies. 
Russian Federation, please. There was a request from the floor still pending. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much for giving me the floor. 
We do have some comments on the first page on Document 33 and also Number 4. 
We would like to receive clarification. When will we discuss our comments after we have looked at the whole document or will we go through page by page as you propose, Madam Chair? Could we have clarification on that matter, please? 
>> SECRETARIAT: Just to clarify, it's a short summary of the conclusions. No action was to be taken, a liaison statement was drafted. But the actual report will be drafted later and it will be made available. As per the rules, we have up to three weeks to finalize the actual detailed report. 
Does that answer your question, please? 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you. 
Azerbaijan, please. 
>> AZERBAIJAN: Thank you very much. Wondering if we could suggest adding on the line Document 3, the host country, the republic of Azerbaijan. 
>> THE CHAIR: Are we on Page 2? Document 3 you said? 
>> AZERBAIJAN: Yes, Document 3. Yes, you are right. While we were on Page 1, I pushed the button and thank you very much for giving me the ‑‑ 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you. 
>> AZERBAIJAN: And plus with your permission I also had some information regarding Document 22. But depending whether after approval of the summary it is up to you to think about. 
>> THE CHAIR: We will take comments page by page to ensure that we can capture all the comments that are made. 
Thank you. 
United Kingdom, please. 
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Yes, thank you, Chair. I wanted to ask on behalf of the proponents of Document 45, the multi‑country proposal of which the UK is a party to, if we could add parallel language that is in the consideration of Document 37 above, which is ‑‑ so in above it's the Australian‑Canada contribution suggesting it gets designated to a TDAG Working Group at the appropriate time and incorporate that into terms of reference. 
I wonder if we could copy that same sentence, put it to Document 45 as well and designate the TDAG Working Group on working methods. 
Because similarly we would not wish to lose the momentum that we had on this proposal and would look to see some action taken based upon it and not just noted. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, UK. We'll take note of those comments. Russian Federation, please, and then the United States. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Yes, thank you very much for giving me the floor. Thank you so the Secretariat for having provided those clarifications. We understand, of course, what we mean by the summary of conclusions and what the word report means, the final report. 
Thus, this report is going to be a drafting which is drawing from the document that we're looking at the at the moment. And we're not in agreement with what is on the screen, therefore, we'd like to review this current document as it stands. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Russian Federation, can you please put forward some suggestions or proposals so that we can exactly capture what you are asking or what you are expecting? I think that in practice TDAG produces a summary of conclusions, then the report is detailed. And then that is published. 
So this is a summary of conclusions. So if there is anything to point out here, the Distinguished Delegates can make the proposals so that we can consider these. 
So whilst awaiting your proposals on Page 1, I'd like to give the floor to United States. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. One is that we support the intervention from the UK regarding Document 45. That was an observation that we had as well. 
And the second is a question related to Document 37 and 45 is that it's more a question for you, Chair. Are all of the TDAG working groups, are they established or do they ‑‑ is that a later decision of needing to establish a group on working methods and streamlining resolutions?
Because I believe at least for Document 37 we had identified the potential role for the vice‑chair of the Americas and reconvening the streamlining resolutions. 
I wasn't sure if that was a decision we needed to take or if the group is already still existing. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: So I would like to take note of what the U.S. has said. Yes, during our work, and I'd like us to mention this here, I did say that the management team met and that we did discuss the opportunity of the setting up of working groups from TDAG in 2027. 
But that we would take note of the proposal made by our vice‑chair Andrea, to be able to ‑‑ which is what was suggested ‑‑ to be able to act upon this and to ‑‑ to open up these two existing groups and to send to them the relevant documents that we've received. 
Perhaps we should reflect this as suggested we the U.S. in the summary of conclusions, please. 
>> Thank you very much, Chair. If we recall what Document 37 says, it requests the Secretariat to start the work of streamlining by updating outdated references to the resolutions. 
So maybe it's not very clear in the summary what Document 37 asks, actually. 
And if we note the Working Group on streamlining, when created, I mean, further on, closer to the preparations for the WTDC, it will consider the work done by the Secretariat within the context of the group. 
So maybe there's a misunderstanding of what Document 37 proposes actually. 
Thank you, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you. I'd like to perhaps request that perhaps you could put forward some text to exactly reflect what we discussed. 
Thank you very much. 
Russian Federation and Bulgaria. We're on the first page still. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair, for giving me the floor. 
We would like to provide some comments on Document 33 and Number 4. Since we do not completely agree with what is presented on the screen, we would once again like to underscore that as we said on Tuesday document Number 4 and Document 19 do not respond to the questions of our contribution. I.E. Document 33. 
In addition, this liaison statement has nothing to do with the issue of the [?] applications of the resolution to the WTDC‑25 and has ‑‑ and it's to do with the impact of the implementation of regional [?] 
We did not receive any response from the Secretariat to the questions we raised in the document, therefore, we would like the BDT to provide clarification and in the chat of Zoom, we are ready to provide our text for the summary. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. Therefore, we await this proposed text. In order to reflect as required in the document. 
Bulgaria, please. 
>> BULGARIA: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
Thank you very much for giving me the floor. I wish to express our opinion regarding the proposal 45 made by Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Germany, Sweden, United Kingdom and to agree with the proposal made by the UK to have a little bit more arguments and clarification in the second part. Supported also by the U.S. 
I think this will be benefit all, you know, readers of this text. 
Thank you so much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. That is well noted. 
Seeing no further requests for the floor, on Page 1, therefore, let's move on to Page 2 whilst we await additional reservations which we are waiting in order to finalize Page 1. 
So Page 2. Are there any requests for the floor?
Australia online. Australia, please. 
>> AUSTRALIA: Thank you very much, Chair, and thank you for the preparation of this summary document. 
Australia would like to provide potential text relating to 37, which I'm happy to do now or return to later. But essentially I've heard the comments about the current text perhaps not being appropriate for what was ‑‑ not reflecting what was discussed in the room. 
And I think we can solve this by simply saying ‑‑ adding the text that the BDT Secretariat's requested to implement the proposal in close coordination with the TDAG Working Group on streamlining resolutions. 
I will ‑‑ I'll put the entire text in the chat box for ease of reference. 
Thank you, Chair. I'll post it momentarily. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Nicola from Australia for that proposal which we welcome favorably. 
Seek no further requests for the floor, let's move on to the next page, Page 3. 
Whilst we're awaiting information to complement Page 2. Now Page 3, please. 
U.S., please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. We have a few changes to the discussion sections related to the contributions from Vietnam. We can give you the red line edits verbally or if it's easier I can send you the text. 
It's just maybe as a high level for all of this section, I think we ‑‑ as you noted, the document is intended to note conclusions and this includes a bit of narrative of what was discussed by different members. 
And I think in some areas we just wanted to modify or streamline out the text just to differentiate between what we agreed as a group and what was just discussed. 
So if it's easier, I can send red line edits or read them verbally, just let me know your preference. 
>> THE CHAIR: You can please just give us an overview now. Can you read through what you have? 
>> UNITES STATES: Okay. So on the second sentence, instead of TDAG recognized the importance of supporting developing countries, we would like to say TDAG noted the interest of developing countries in harnessing the benefits of emerging technologies while managing potential risks. 
So instead of recognizing, we're just ‑‑ it's that we noted it. We took note of the interest of developing countries in this. 
And instead of TDAG encourage Member States to submit contributions, it should be TDAG invited Member States to submit contributions related to this topic. 
And I think for us particularly Study Group 1 and Study Group 2, those are the only two study groups. So we thought we did not need that text. So TDAG invited Member States to submit contributions related to this topic to relevant ITU‑D study groups to share best practices and case studies. And then add as appropriate based on Study Group mandates. 
And that's the changes. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, Kelly. 
>> UNITES STATES: TDAG noted the interest of developing countries and harnessing benefits of emerging technologies while managing, and then add the word potential instead of associated. Risks. 
So change the word associated to potential. Potential. 
>> THE CHAIR: So page ‑‑ Document 39, is that correct? 
>> UNITES STATES: Yes, document ‑‑ 
>> THE CHAIR: Page 3, Document 39. Page 3. Can we approve Page 3? 
>> UNITES STATES: I have more changes. 
>> THE CHAIR: On Page 3? Ah, yes, okay. 
>> UNITES STATES: So then after ‑‑ invited Member States to share best practices and case studies. And then add as appropriate based on Study Group mandates. So case studies comma. As appropriate based on Study Group mandates. 
And then we have changes for the next few documents as well. And we also have changes for Number 40. 
So this is just a couple of changes. So instead of sustainable Internet growth, we would like to change it to continued Internet growth. I think IP physics is a much broader relationship to Internet growth. So continued Internet growth. 
And then including in developing countries instead of particularly, since I think IPv6 relates more broadly to everyone. 
And then delegations acknowledged ongoing ITU‑D efforts and then delete the relevance of the issues raised and supported continued ‑‑ it's just a minor editorial. I think we want to acknowledge ongoing ITU‑D efforts. Ongoing. Okay. 
And then on Document 41, we propose just to delete that second sentence. TDAG recognized the challenges proposed by fragmented regulatory networks and deploying integrated digital services. 
I don't recall us having a discussion about regulatory frameworks. I think maybe in the report that you do for the broader report we can have that discussion. So delete that sentence. 
And then on Number 42, it's a similar to the past one. Members invited further contributions to ‑‑ invited further contributions instead of consideration of. Contributions to Study Group 1 and 2. So delete of the proposals. 
And then after Study Group 1 and Study Group 2, comma, as appropriate based on Study Group mandates. 
And I think just for context, some of those modifications are just to note each Study Group has its own mandate and I think it's not an intention for TDAG to invite this to be taken ups an expansion of that mandate. Certainly these are topics of interest and should be inviting Member States to propose text to them. 
Especially since this is a summary of conclusions. 
So thank you for your consideration. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you to the United States for those proposals. 
Russian Federation, please. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much for giving me the floor. 
We do have some comments pertaining to Document 42, given that we've already begun to improve the dashboard, we would like to suggest an update here in order to reflect that process and it's in the Zoom chat the proposed drafting on the specific document. 
Also we'd like to see that we also said our comments on Documents 33 and 4 on Zoom as well. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Russian Federation. 
So if the proposals are not too lengthy, therefore, I would kindly request of you just as the United States did, to give us an overview of them now. 
Could you please give us the proposed drafting so we can have real‑time look at those comments now. 
I'd also like to request of the Secretariat if the promise drafting has already been sent and if so, then we could include that in the document now. And at the end we will undertake a full review of the document. In order to be able to approve this document. 
>> Yes, thank you. I will speak in English now. In the document now where ‑‑ document number ‑‑ kindly go back. So there's a third page, yes, please. 
Yes. So 7.2, yes. Yes. This one. 
So after the in accordance with WTDC‑25 outcomes, we would like to have the next text, improve ‑‑ after implementing the Baku Action Plan in accordance with WTDC‑25 outcomes ‑‑ outcomes, yes, improve ‑‑ improve the reporting mechanism said in annex to Baku Action Plan. Not the digit. Annex to Baku Action Plan using ITU‑D operational plan dashboard. 
Yes, yes, thank you so much. Not in Annex 2 ‑‑ not 2 like the digit. To like annex to the Baku Action Plan. Yes, yes. Baku Action Plan, yes. Thank you so how much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you. Okay. 
Okay, thank you. So can you go to page ‑‑ the next page. Germany, please. 
>> GERMANY: We ‑‑ thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
Just a little comment to make that we'd like to suggest here as an addition. 
This is pertaining to Agenda Item 7.6. Membership, partnerships, private sector related matters. 
No, Agenda Item 7.6. The conclusion says that TDAG noted document, et cetera, and we'd like to suggest add here before the word partners, the enhanced number of. That's all, Madam Chair. 
Thank you very much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you. Thank you Distinguished Delegate from Germany. 
India, please. 
>> INDIA: Thank you, Chair. 
In continuation of this work, we would like that in the second line, strengthening regional stakeholder engagement through ITU regional and area offices. This could be included so that it would give . 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, India. 
Just allow us to have five minutes break just so that the Secretariat can include the observations and comments that have been made. 
So we'll come back in five minutes. 
(Break). 
>> THE CHAIR: Dear colleagues, I've got some information for you in keeping with the rules of procedure for the work. Sometimes on Fridays we are meant to finish at midday and it's ten past 12:00. We have not concluded the approval of our summary of work. 
I would like to make the following proposal in order to allow our Muslim brothers and sisters to go to Friday prayers on time, I would like us to stop at midday, ten past 12:00, and we will resume at 2:30 p.m. this afternoon. 
Perhaps I'll give you two or three minutes to think it over. I would really like us to stick to the convention working hours. What are you going to propose and what appropriate measures can be taken into account the working hours of our distinguished interpreters. 
Guinea, please. 
>> GUINEA: Yes. I would propose that we continue so that we finish once and for all. That may be the best way forward. Because if we go up until half past midday, we might be able to get to the end of our work and reach conclusion. That's one way forward. 
Go until 12:thirty. So if we come back at 2:30, we might be a bit tired. 
>> THE CHAIR: The reason I made the proposal is that many delegations are engaged in proposals and drafting and we have to take into account their opinions. So I would like to continue along those lines. 
My call is so that we put our trust in the Secretariat to produce and convey quickly the different comments and observations that are made so that we have some real‑time transmission of the observations and comments. 
We have nine pages of documents to approve. I don't think we'll get through that in 20 minutes. We may be able to, but I fear that may not be possible. That's what we're going to do. 
Guinea is proposing that we are able to make progress and go till 12:30 with the hope of finishing everything in a short space of time. 
We also have a sectorial coordination group that is due to meet. I believe that we have our coordinators that will need to go and attend that meeting. I want to be there myself. 
And I think that the SG1 chair will be interested in that topic. So we will try to make progress, but we may not get through in the amount of time. If we do that were we'll have to come back later on this afternoon. 
I would like to turn towards the interpreters now. 
>> INTERPRETER: Madam Chair, regrettably interpretation time until ten minutes past 12:00. There is an extra team coming in at 2:30 if the session were continue to 2:30. Thank you for your understanding. 
>> THE CHAIR: So the interpreter's letting us know there is another team coming in who is coming in at 2:30 to continue the deliberations. 
Would you like to us continue without interpretation? In order to make some headway. Or shall we come back at 2:thirty with interpretation? For those who would like to. 
Russian Federation, you asked for the floor. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. Seems like we have no translation so I will continue in English. 
I think that we have two options. First option is just to reconvene at 2:30 and if we use this option, we can ask Secretariat just to put Rev.1 to the documents and publish it, just let everybody use lunchtime to see the changes. What we did. 
Second one is just use explanation [?] this is just a summary for further report. We could not say that we approved anything, just send it as a draft summary of conclusions, set deadline for making the comments after that, produce report over approved intersessionally the conclusions and make additional said line for comments of report. 
So two options. We are not have a preference for any of this, just for your consideration. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: I would like to turn to the Secretariat to see what is the rule of the procedure. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, Chair. I would like to clarify that we do have to approve the summary of conclusions. So we have only two choices, either we continue now or we end ‑‑ without interpretation or we resume at 2:30 with interpretation. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Okay. So I need your feedback. Yes, Andrea, please. 
>> ANDREA MAMPRIM GRIPPA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Maybe we could ‑‑ Secretariat could ask the audience who opposes to continuing without interpretation. 
And then I think that we've ‑‑ I don't know, maybe half an hour, 35 minutes we can finish this document. 
>> THE CHAIR: It's about conclude the meeting, not only finish with this document. Yeah. UK, please. 
>> UNITED KINGDOM: Thank you, Chair. 
Noting the kind of proposal issues and the fact that we will, indeed, have this concurrent meeting with the inter‑sectoral coordination group, I think we may, in fact, spend less time in this room if we break now, give time for the process of developing this document and incorporating edits that are being proposed. 
We come back at 2:30 and we continue at that point. Where I think we will spend less time cumulatively doing that rather than us trying to force this. 
So I would support you, Chair, in suggesting that we pause and do, indeed, enjoy our lunch and come backfilled and prepared to finish our work in the afternoon. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Yes, I think we can go for this. Because our regular time is 5:thirty. Is that right? So if we come back at 2:30, we can maybe finish before 4:00 p.m. Depending on you. 
So I would like to ‑‑ to close this session and invite you to come back at 2:30. In the meantime, I invite all delegates who have remarks regarding the Document 10 Rev.1 to provide the comment to the Secretariat so that we will not spend our time at 2:30. 
So the meeting is adjourned for lunch. 
[Gavel pounded]
(Lunch break). 



>> THE CHAIR: Good afternoon, colleagues. Welcome back to the closing segment of the TDAG meeting. 
I would like us to get down to work and start with the consideration of our summary. I will give the floor to the Secretariat to sum up the various contributions and proposals received from the delegates. 
Archana, go ahead. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Thank you, Chair. 
Dear delegates, we've taken into account all the inputs that we received from you either over email or what was done while live editing. 
And we have posted DT‑3, which has the summary of conclusions which changes in track. There are also some changes which have yellow highlights which have been sent by the Distinguished Delegate from Iraq. This came via email so we've put that in yellow highlight. 
So if you can go through, first I'll just explain very quickly where the changes are. 
If you see on the first page we have Document 33. We have some changes in track from Russian Federation. 
Then we have 4, again, changes in track from the Russian Federation. 
We have Document 37, some changes in track from Australia. 
Document 45 changes in track from the UK. 
46, changes in track from South Africa. Document 39 was light editing. 39, 40, 41, 42 was live editing carried out by the delegate from the U.S. 
Then we have the agenda Item 7.2, the Document 2, Addendum 2 changes in track from Russia. 
Then we have Agenda Item 7.4, Document 43, changes in track from the U.S. 
Agenda Item 7.5, Document 6, there are some changes which have come from Iraq. 
I think that sums up all the changes. Now we can go page by page and we will request the Secretariat to display one page at a time. And if you could all agree it would be great. If there are any changes or suggestions, of course the floor will be open. 
I'm handing back to you, Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Archana. 
So as summed up by the Secretariat, we will proceed to the approval page by page. And we will start with the first page. Page 1. 
I think efforts have been undertaken so there should be ‑‑ don't have enough time to go into all of the details. The first page. Anyone? 
No requests for the floor. Online, no requests for the floor online. Thank you. 
The next page. 
The Russian Federation. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. I think that ‑‑ I hope that everybody had a good lunch. 
So we believe that both Working Group are not created for the time being because you, Madam Chair, just suggested to postpone this discussion to next TDAG. 
So in that case, we would suggest to have same construction in 37, in regard of TDAG Working Group on streamlining resolution like we have in ‑‑ for Document 45. 
So just to add the same like when created at appropriate time and so on, so forth. 
So we kindly ask just to reflect this thing in the conclusion for Document 37. And we hope that next year we will consider terms of reference and, of course, consider the creation of this and our groups. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. Indeed, the observation was made. We take note of your comments. 
South Africa. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: If the Secretariat can just increase the font so that we can be able to see as we are considering the document. 
Thank you. 
(Pause). 
>> THE CHAIR: Very well. Any comments? 
I see no requests for the floor. 
[Gavel pounded]
Thank you. 
Page 3, approved. 
Page 4. 
South Africa, please. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thanks, Madam Chair. We know the changes that seem to be submitted by South Africa. We weren't aware of any changes that we made in that Resolution 46 summary. 
>> SECRETARIAT: I could please request a clarification where these changes came from?
Thanks. 
>> Thank you. The changes here from Iraq, actually, not from South Africa. It was from  Iraq. Those yellow ones that you received just half an hour ago in an email. 
Thank you. 
>> SECRETARIAT: Yes, I think I mentioned right in the beginning that what is highlighted in yellow has come from Iraq. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Okay. Any comment? South Africa. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thanks, Chair. I think we would prefer it if we stuck to the original text. 
>> THE CHAIR: I give the floor to Iraq. 
>> IRAQ: Thank you for giving me the floor. We request this modification just for this addition and to enhance [?] regarding to the relationship between mandates and implementation [?]. Particularly at the initial [?] level. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Given that the contribution has to do with South Africa's contribution, what does South Africa prefer? What do you think about what was said by the Secretariat?
So I would like to ask whether we can go with Iraq's proposal. Is that okay for you? Thank you very much. 
So we keep the version as is. Thank you very much, Iraq. 
>> Thank you very much. We think the new text in yellow is redundant because we're talking about mandate and the resource in the first two ‑‑ sorry, on second ‑‑ second ‑‑ on the first sentence. Sorry. 
Because it's already here. So we don't need new text. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much for this support. Okay. 
Can we approve this page? Thank you. Approved. 
Page 5. 
India. 
>> INDIA: On Document 44 had small modification. I think the page has gone from [?] to landscape so it comes on the next page. 
>> THE CHAIR: I prefer it if we could stick to the Page 5, your comments concern the next page. 
The Russian Federation, Page 5. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
So we suggest ‑‑ okay. I think I have different page. But that's okay. 
On the 7.2 on the Document 2 we have additional text in yellow. With a view to enhancing effective implementation at the national level. 
I think we don't need this text because both dashboard and Baku Action Plan is not talking much on the national level, but on the ‑‑ more on the regional level. 
So I'm not sure that we need so detailed here. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: I give the floor to Iraq to comment. 
>> IRAQ: Thank you. I just ‑‑ okay. Our reason for this proposed issue, this additional ‑‑ this addition seeks to better reflect the diversity of national context among developing countries. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: U.S. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. 
I think just to respond also to the Russian Federation, the Baku Action Plan discover the unjust regional implementations. I think it does look especially with the metric, the product development and reporting, it does talk at national implementation. So I would ‑‑ maybe it could just be with a view to enhancing effective implementation at the national and regional levels. 
But I think it's not just regional aspects in Baku Action Plan. Thank you. So maybe national and regional levels. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, USA. 
I think others' proposal could consolidate both the positions of Iraq and the Russian Federation. 
Iraq, please. Okay. Thank you. 
Arseny. 
>> ARSENY PLOSSKY: Thank you so much, Madam Chair. 
Yes, I think that U.S. proposal is good. We just are talking about not national because we are regional in case of dashboard and in case what we discuss and it's more for regional. 
Even on the important land we will not mention particular states. 
But yes, maybe just put national and regional level could be okay. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much for your support. And thank you to the [?] for this proposal which allows us to move forward. 
Can we approve this page? 
Thank you. 
The next page. 
India. 
>> INDIA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Just regarding Document 44, can we please add the words through the ITU regional and area offices. Just after stakeholder engagement. Through the ITU regional and area offices. 
Thank you, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much to India. 
Comment, observations?
Can we accept this? I see no request for the floor. Very well. Thank you. 
Page 7. 
Page 7 is just addition of a reference, I believe. South Africa. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I thank you for the summary here, but we're a little bit concerned about that last sentence in Document 35. TDAG also notes with concerned issue of BDT's [?] digital transformation. 
I don't know if we should probably just leave that out considering that the previous sentence actually refers to further consideration is required. 
We are arriving at a conclusion I think before we've actually considered it further. 
So I would suggest we remove that last sentence. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: U.S., please. 
>> UNITES STATES: We would agree with South Africa to delete that sentence. But another proposal is to actually delete the sentence before as well. 
I think there's maybe some ‑‑ the Russian Federation was offering a resolution modification for the Plenipotentiary Conference as a point of information. 
So I don't think TDAG ever needs to come to consensus on this and we don't necessarily need to have further consideration. It's basically like an action for the Plenipotentiary Conference. 
So I think if we just delete the last two sentences, it acknowledges that we took note of the document and that it raises important questions, but we don't really need to reach an agreement on it. 
And I think the Russian Federation acknowledged that when they submitted the document. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. 
I believe that what you have said reflects our discussion. We decided to take note of the document with the observations that were made by the Russian Federation. 
Very well. Page 7 approved. 
Page 8. I believe that on Page 8 there isn't a lot to talk about. Can we approve Page 8? Very well. 
Page 9. 
U.S., please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. For document Number 13, can we also propose that we delete the ‑‑ everything after took note of Document 13. During this presentation there were no comments or points raised and I think especially since all of the other documents we're just note requiring think we would suggest we just align the way that we approach that. Which is that we noted it. 
So just delete all of the text after Document 13. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, USA. 
Any other comments? I see no requests for the floor. 
Very well. Thank you. Page 9 approved. 
Page 10. 
U.S., please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Sorry, one more comment on the document. It's on Document 15. I think scroll down ‑‑ oh, yeah, there it is. Okay. 
So I think we also raised a question for the BDT or a point. So some members requested the BDT to give consideration to the number of high‑level events in a single calendar year due to potential burdens on Member States. 
I think that helps give a count of the number of different ministerial level events each year. 
Some members requested the BDT to give consideration to the number of high‑level events in a single calendar year due to potential burdens on Member States. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Observations on this proposal? Director, please. 
>> BDT DIRECTOR: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
I responded to this and I think it should be included for completeness. I stated at ITU level we are coordinating and of course we're taking into account to make sure that we don't have too many events. 
>> THE CHAIR: Very well. I think we'll add a few things to make it more productive. That is the response by the director. 
Can you complete this, please. Okay. I think that we will let the Secretariat come up with the appropriate wording to reflect what the director said in terms of clarification. 
Any other comments concerning this page? I see no requests for the floor. Very well. Adopted. 
And I believe that is the last page of our document. Very well. 
I would like to thank you all for the efforts that have been undertaken. I think the additional time was necessary. 
Can we have a round of applause for all those who made a contribution. 
(Applause)
Thank you very much. I will turned to the Secretariat. Very well. I believe that we are now at the closing item of our agenda. 
We have exhausted our technical work. I would like to turn now to the director, Dr. Cosmas. 
Please could you say a few closing words. 
So perhaps I would like us to look at any other business and have certain delegations may wish to take advantage of that opportunity to voice their views. We'll have ten or 15 minutes for that. 
And then we'll have the closing remarks of the director and also my closing remarks before we wrap up this session. 
I would like to open up the floor with Nigeria, then Azerbaijan. And I would like the speakers to be very brief in their remarks. 
Thank you. Nigeria, please. 
>> NIGERIA: Thank you very much, Madam Chair, and congratulations to all of us. It's been a very productive week. 
So Nigeria would like to thank Dr. Cosmas Zavazava, director of BDT, and regional director for Africa, Mr. Emmanuel Manasseh for the visit to Nigeria in 2026. This is a shared commitments for technology and sustainable growth in Nigeria. As well as strengthening digital information, support infrastructure where are development, and promote digital literacy. 
Some key issues were addressed. One is on deepening digital collaboration, broadband infrastructure mapping, digital skills development in the area of capacity building, cybersecurity, and regulation. And of course bridging the digital divide of about 23 million Nigerians that are still not connected in the rural and unserved areas. 
So lastly, we thank the director for [?] the BDT's mandate to strengthen ecosystems and support Member States in digital infrastructure. 
Madam Chair, congratulations once again. We appreciate your leadership. You're carrying the women flag high. So we are now promising that we're going to support you and you see more of participation of women. 
Thank you so much. You're a role model. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much to Nigeria. 
Azerbaijan. 
>> AZERBAIJAN: Thank you, Chair, for this. For leading this productive and proactive TDAG meeting. First in this new cycle. 
My congratulations to all of you. And with remaining within the TDAG topics, let me say that ITU constitution Article 21, ITU‑D gives special attention to the requirements of the Least Developed Countries. 
As of 2024, there are 44 Least Developed Countries and by end of 2027 it is expected that this number will be reduced to 40. 
Let me speak about my country. Azerbaijan as adopted its national priorities of socioeconomic peaceful development to 2030 towards sustainable growth with more than innovations, well developed human capital and inclusive society with social justice in the country of green growth. 
We implement the concept of digital development, National Action Plan for fostering the digital development within the next three years. 
The strategy for developing the digital economy model to 2029. We are applying digital technologies to export/import, transit and logistics. 
As we implement the strategy on artificial to 2028. And that year we plan to adopt the rules on child online protection in digital environment. 
In February this year, Azerbaijan established at the Council on the digital development including eGovernment, artificial intelligence, and innovation. 
The Council is under the leadership of Her Excellency, the first vice president of Azerbaijan. 
Therefore, Azerbaijan is the very good example of growth, in particular for the countries rich with natural resources allowing to use the resources for developing society of the high‑skilled citizens living with the idea of developing strong Republican statehood. 
We are looking forward for the Member States of Azerbaijan this year during the Plenipotentiary Conference. We are looking forward to continuing our work for completing ITU priorities. 
Thank you very much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Azerbaijan. 
China, please. 
>> CHINA: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Our congratulations to you as well as the Chair in the first cycle of our TDAG meeting which has achieved fruitful results and trustful relationship. So once again, congratulations. 
The D sector is a young sector, relatively speaking. However, during our work we can witness its vitality. And the leadership of Dr. Zavazava, many working methods and mechanisms have been established so that the great vision of bridging the digital gap can be implemented on the ground. 
Looking back at the last cycle of work, we can see that the amount of financial resources has increased and many mechanisms, innovative mechanisms have been created. 
On the basis of which we have all found the approach to actively participate in the work of the D sector. For example, China supports the project in Uganda which has been successfully implemented. 4.8 million U.S. dollars have been put into use. 
And now additional ‑‑ an additional 2 million worth of project is going to be implemented. And training center ‑‑ and training courses we have done statistics, 6,000 people have completed successfully their training courses. 
These facts have proved that the D sector and the joint efforts of everybody, the new mechanisms established have been put into track and given new vitality. 
Which should be further promoted. Now we're at the beginning of the new cycle. We have marked a new beginning and very successfully. Hopefully together with other Member States and the other sectors, we hope that we can implement various efforts successfully. 
And I believed the D sector can become a platform for good exchanges and cooperation. 
During the exchanges with the Secretariat and the other Member States, I believe that the Secretariat can play a, literally speaking, a quite important role serving as the bridge and bond amongst everybody to serve the needs of others. 
And resources can also be optimized and better mobilized. So in this respect, I believe the Secretariat and the staff can play an active role. Hopefully under your leadership and joint efforts, our work can be more productive. 
And hopefully closer relationship can be established between Member States so that we can contribute further to bridging the standardization gap and digital gap. China's is willing to learn from other Member States and contribute our due effort in this regard. 
I thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, China, for your statement. 
I have Cote d'Ivoire, the Russian Federation, the vice‑chair from Africa, Cameroon, and then the United States. 
So Cote d'Ivoire, please, to start us off. And then I would ask the Secretariat to put the list on the screen to help us. 
>> COTE D'IVOIRE: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
Cote d'Ivoire would like to take this opportunity of our TDAG group to warmly congratulate you and express its appreciation to all members of our organization who have supported the Ivoirian candidate in order to lead to this robust body over the next four years. 
My delegation would also like to applaud the commitment in spirit of flexibility which has been demonstrated by other delegations in order to make sure that the BDT has the necessary guidance in order to implement the Baku roadmap. Specifically referring here to universal connectivity which is efficient and affordable. 
This while underscoring the concrete results. 
Lastly, Cote d'Ivoire expresses its wish to reaffirm its availability and its commitment to work for the development of telecommunications for the well‑being of all. 
With this in mind, it requests the Chair supports of members in its candidature for its mandate in 2027 which will come up in the elections in Doha, in Qatar during the Plenipotentiary Conference. 
I thank you very much for your kind attention. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Cote d'Ivoire. 
I think that my list will be long. After U.S. we then have vice‑chairs from Europe, Paraguay, other places. 
Dominican Republic. Okay, thank you. Russian Federation, you're next. Russian Federation, go ahead. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, on behalf of the Russian Federation, I should like to thank Dr. Cosmas Zavazava, the distinguished director, as well as the entire team of the Secretariat and of course you, distinguished Madam Chair, Regina, we should like to thank you for this first meeting and your successful stewardship of our meeting. 
Thank you so much. The Russian Federation is committed to dialogue constructive in nature and we wish all participants success and a safe trip home. 
Thank you so much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, Russian Federation. 
Cameroon, go ahead. No, vice‑chair from Africa forgive me. Vice‑chair from Africa. 
>> AFRICA: Thank you, Madam Chair. I would like to thank everyone, all the participants here for their attitude with which we resolved issues that were contentious. 
I believe we set a very good foundation for the next TDAG meetings that we will have this cycle. 
I'd also like to thank Madam Chair for the apt way in which you handled the meeting and the BDT for responding to all the issues raised by participants, particularly the informal sessions relating to the dashboard. 
I think we left everyone in no doubt to exactly what is happening and what our dashboard looks like. 
We're looking forward to seeing some of you [?] we are going to have our preparatory meeting for the Plenipotentiary Conference so that we can coordinate more on issues. 
Thank you, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, distinguished vice‑chair. Now Cameroon. 
>> CAMEROON: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
Thank you for giving us the floor. We would like to take this opportunity afforded to us to express our sincere congratulations to you and your leadership and also on the excellent quality with which you stewarded our deliberations. 
You were an excellent facilitator and you allowed us to keep a warm spirit in our discussions despite the intensity of the debates and the positions. 
And as we underscored, you confirmed to us that we are able and that we are in good hands and we will continue to be throughout the work of this group. We continue to wish you full success in your future activities, madam. 
We should also like to take this opportunity to thank the distinguished director of the BDT and his entire team for the quality of the documents provided and the information which has been provided to us. 
I think that the flexibility and the will for transparency has been clearly understood, has been clearly shown through the commitment that they have demonstrated and also with the speed with which they provided information to us, documents, things that we needed, which were requested by members. 
And also the high quality of the responses which they gave to us to all of our questions. This is also the opportunity for us to thank all of the participants for their spirit of compromise and for the discussions that we had which were very interesting. 
We take this opportunity also to reiterate our commitment, the commitment of Cameroon, which we demonstrated through the Baku conference and we are committed to the implementation of this plan of action and do everything possible to make sure that that happens. 
That is why we were honored by the BDT's director's visit and the Africa region's representative visit. That was a wonderful visit and we were able to have a fruitful exchange on the support that's going to be provided by the BDT. 
Thank you so much and have a safe trip everyone back. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, Cameroon. 
United States, please. 
>> UNITES STATES: Thank you, Chair. On behalf of the United States we would like to thank the BDT Director Zavazava for his leadership and the Secretariat for its support this week as we considered the important role of the BDT in implementing the Baku action plan towards achieving our goals and promoting universal connectivity and digital transformation. 
We have a lot of work ahead, but welcome the collaboration here this week to help guide ITU's development activities in a way that maximizes impact for developing countries and leverages partnerships and mobilize resources. 
I'd like to congratulate you, Madam Chair, for your steady guidance this week. I know following Roxanne, you had big shoes to fill and she is here in spirit. 
But we know we in great hands to guide our important work in the next cycle. So thank you to everyone and thank you to you and safe travels home. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, United States. 
Vice‑chair from Europe. No?
>> Thank you, Madam Chair. On behalf of the European Member States attending, allow me to warmly thank you for your [?] of the TDAG meeting. 
Your guidance included [?] and commitment to [?] have been instrumental in developing our work and assuring efficient and [?] 
We would also like to express our sincerest appreciation throughout the [?] the BDT team for their preparation, professionalism, and continued support through TDAG's activities. 
We are grateful for your dedication and look forward to [?] cooperation in the work ahead. 
Thank you very much and safe travels to come to all. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, dear vice‑chair. 
Sudan. 
>> SUDAN: Thank you, Madam Chairperson. 
At the outset, I would like to thank you, Madam Chair, for all the excellent efforts you have made during this meeting. And wishing you all the success for your future endeavors. 
We'd also like to thank the director of the BDT, Dr. Zavazava, and his team for all their tireless efforts during this meeting and all the professional and specialized answers they have provided to facilitate our work. 
I would also like to pay a tribute to the Arab office with Mr. Darwish at its help for all the efforts they have provided in Sudan with regard ‑‑ in implementing the WTDC‑25 and Baku Declaration. 
We would also like to thank all the partners in this regard and wish all the success for the future endeavors of the BDT. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, Sudan. 
Paraguay. Then we'll have Canada, Tanzania, India, Cambodia, Russian Federation, I think you request the floor a second time? And then a remote online participant. 
I think I said Japan. Okay. 
>> PARAGUAY: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. The delegation of Paraguay would also like to congratulate you on your leadership as the head of this TDAG. 
As has been said by the regional director, we have full trust in you. We wish you full success for the rest of your mandate. 
You played a key role. You were an example for all women in the digital sphere at a global level, and you're the first African woman to be chairing first Study Group 1, then vice‑chair, and now chair. And that's a great honor. 
As we said at the women's lunch, I'm representing a network and we don't always have men in our women's network. But you were invited and other sectors of the ITU usually men are not invited, I was told. 
But under the impulse of the director, this was done and that shows the gender equality between men and women. 
It is essential here to make sure that men also participate in things that are promoting gender equality. In the regional forum for development which took place in Paraguay in 2025, I had the opportunity to meet the distinguished director Zavazava, and at the closing ceremony he used as a background image a young female doctor which really hit home. 
And it underscored the importance of Indigenous women and having representation. This development system is essential for Paraguay since we are a developing country and also a landlocked country. 
And that means that we're eligible for programs which would help us to reduce the digital divide, increase connectivity in far‑flung areas, and connectivity for Indigenous Peoples. 
And I therefore applaud the chairship of Study Group 1, which is working with [?] working with two people as vice‑chairs. This will help chairs in their work ‑‑ these vice‑chairs are the only ones representing the Americas Region. 
In conclusion, we would like to mention our candidacy as a member of the Council and we hope that we will have your support. We'd like to also thank the interpreters who helped us follow this meeting easily and I'm sorry if I spoke at length, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: I thank Paraguay. I appreciate very much the mention of gender equality as I was an engineer and I can tell you that this was such an important aspect. We have inequality, we have inequity and it's very important for us to work to have equality in all institutions. Canada, go ahead. 
>> CANADA: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. 
The statement from Paraguay, it would be difficult for me to come after that, it was so good. 
But listen, I just want to thank you. Thank you for your stewardship of this meeting. It was really excellent. You had a very constructive and efficient manner of chairing and also we'd like to thank the BDT Director, the Secretariat of the delegates. This was a meeting which was ‑‑ which really did a lot of important work. 
And of course we cannot forget our distinguished dear interpreters who have worked tirelessly day after day for us. 
I would also just like to mention that the work of different conference offices is very important. They're always there to help us and so we appreciate them as well. 
Thank you very much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, Canada. 
Tanzania. After Tanzania I think it will be Dominican Republic. Tanzania, go ahead. 
>> TANZANIA: We would like to thank the BDT Director Dr. Zavazava and you, Madam Chair, for your leadership throughout the week. You are a role model and we're proud of your exemplary work. 
Thank you to all participants for the constructive dialogue that contributed to the sufficiency the 33rd meeting of the TDAG. 
As we are coming to an end of this meeting, Madam Chair, Tanzania would like to press appreciation to the ITU and to the BDT for organizing the subregional workshop on Africa on promoting and measuring universal and meaning of connectivity which was conducted in the [?] Tanzania from March 24th to 26th. 
This workshop was a great opportunity for the African opportunities, including [?] in the aspect of collecting more on how we make use of the collected ICT data, in planning different interventions to address the digital divide. 
Tanzania is committed to ensuring that we support the BDT work, especially in implementing the Baku action plan to ensure that no one is left behind and we create impact to our population. 
Tanzania also is running for Council seat in the next Plenipotentiary Conference which is to be held in Qatar later in November. So we request for support from other Member States. 
Thank you, Madam Chair, and wish everyone safe travel back to home. Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, Tanzania. 
Dominican Republic, please. Microphone. 
>> DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: I wanted to speak a few words, Madam Chair, just to pay tribute to you. I want to thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you the distinguished director and also the Deputy Director and the entire BDT and the interpreters which of course we could not forget. 
This meeting was very positive, was very constructive, and that allowed us to continue our work and help to bolster this sector within the ITU. 
I thank everyone and we learned certain things, it was constructive for us. We seen things which are adopted by consensus as well, which is very important to us. 
We want to make sure that the digital life doesn't leave anyone behind and we invite everyone to work towards a better future. 
We also want to say that we are also going to be candidates for the PP, rather for the Council at the PP. So we are counting on your support. 
Thank you so much. And I wish everyone a safe trip home. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, Dominican Republic. 
Japan, please. Then we would have India, the Russian Federation, and then it would seem that we're at the end of the list. Oh, Cambodia. 
So, vice‑chair. Vice‑chair. Did the vice‑chair request the floor?
>> I did. Ah, Americas. 
>> Good afternoon and thank you, Madam Chairperson. At the outset, I would like to pay tribute and join the previous speakers who commended your able leadership of our meeting at this current cycle of TDAG. 
I would like to thank your commitment and your efforts to achieve consensus and to embrace all points of view which were raised by participants throughout the meeting. 
I would also like to convey my thanks to His Excellency, the BDT Director, for all the efforts he has undertaken along with his team in preparing this meeting. 
And providing all the support to achieve the current outcome. 
I look forward to further collaboration and joint action with the members of the TDAG and the Member States at the ITU. In order to achieve the deliverables of the ambition Baku plan. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you, vice‑chair. Now vice‑chair from the Americas. 
>> Thank you very much, in the capacity as the vice‑chair of the Americas Region I'd like to congratulate you for the excellent conduction of this meeting. 
I wish you successful leadership and hope to contribute properly to the work of this group. 
I wish everyone safe trips back to your home and for those who stay, a successful meeting of the Study Group meetings that are starting next week. 
Thank you, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, vice‑chair. 
Russian Federation, go ahead. 
>> RUSSIAN FEDERATION: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. As the vice‑chair and also as representative of the CIS, I would like to personally thank you. It's almost ten years that I've been working with you. First in Study Group 1 which you were a chair and I was a rapporteur. Now I'm working under your stewardship as the chair and I'm a vice here. 
And listen, it's a great pleasure for me because I've gotten a good dose of your wisdom and I think that everyone in the room has as well. That's wonderful. 
I'd like to thank you once again, madam, and wish you every success in this four‑year period. Thank you so much, madam. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, vice‑chair, Arseny. 
>> INDIA: Thank you, Madam Chair. Indian delegation would like to thank and congratulate the chair, director of BDT, BDT Secretariat and the entire team. And of course the participants for a successful meeting. 
Madam Chair, your effective leadership has been evident in the smooth conduction of the consensus. Even then there were consensus of opinion among us the BDT Director has left no stone unturned while working for the improvement of the ITU‑D sector and he's been working hard so that countries that are left behind in telecom also can raise and shine. 
The BDT Secretariat has truly done a marvelous job in organizing the conference. It was a humanness effect in debt. 
We wish the ITU‑D the best for this period and hope to continue having such fruitful discussions in the future. 
Thank you and safe travels to all. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much, India. Cambodia, please. 
>> KINGDOM OF CAMBODIA: Thank you, Madame Chair. 
Distinguished Delegates, as this is my first time taking the floor and my first opportunities to attend this TDAG meeting, I would like to express my sincere appreciations to you, Madam Chair that you have shown throughout the meeting. 
Your guidance has ensured that our discussions remain focus and forward looking and bring us to navigate complicate issues. 
I would also like to express my appreciation for what you were able to contribute and [?] by Dr. Zavazava, the director of BDT as well as the TDAG [?] team for their excellent coordination throughout the meetings. 
We have benefit from truly collaborative environment in which our voice were heard in volume. This has been instrumental in fostering constructive and productive [?] amongst members. 
I would also like to [?] participants which led to fruitful discussions. So throughout this meeting I have a better understanding of how TDAG operate. On behalf of Cambodia, we thank you once again, Madam Chair, the director of ITU‑D, the TDAG Secretariat team. I wish everyone a safe journey home. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much to Cambodia. 
South Africa, please. 
>> SOUTH AFRICA: Thank you, Madam Chair. 
As South Africa, we'd like to reiterate what's been said by previous speakers and thank you for the collaborative manner in which you've been able to hold this meeting. 
Also to keep the focus on development and bridging the digital divide, we also would like to thank you for, you know, focusing on ‑‑ well, bringing Africa to the floor, let's put it this way. 
And South Africa's also very, very grateful to the ITU for being able to develop the African digital transformation center which we opened earlier this year. 
And we look forward to collaborating with you on leaving no one behind as we go forward. And wishing everyone else a very, very safe travels home. 
Thank you. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. Japan. 
>> JAPAN: Thank you very much, Madam Chair. First of all, I'd like to express my sincere appreciation to Madam Chair and the vice‑chairs and BDT Director and all colleagues for your strong leadership and valuable contributions throughout this TDAG. 
Throughout our discussions, I have once again reaffirmed the importance of the one ITU approach. Japan strongly believes that enhanced cooperation between BDT and [?] is one of the key pillars for further deepening this approach. 
In this context, we highly appreciate the initiatives to address the standardization gap and in particular, the people [?] led by the regional office in supporting these efforts on the ground. 
Japan looks forward to continuing to support and promote this important initiative going forward. 
Thank you very much. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much. We have a remote speaker. 
>> Thank you very much, Madam Chair. We would like to just give congratulations to the Secretariat of the ITU and the team for the quality of work done. 
We should like to take this opportunity to congratulate Madam Chair once again on the exemplary way in which she conducted our work that allowed to us achieve a constructive consensus. 
We wish her every success in discharging her mandate. 
We'd like to express our gratitude for the Member States for directions taken to make progress when it comes to the goals of the ITU. 
We would also like to thank the interpreters for their precious contribution and work to ensuring that our work is successful. 
Thank you very much, Madam Chair. And have a safe trip home. 
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much to the remember of the ITU sector D. 
I believe we have exhausted the list of speakers which were ‑‑ although the interventions were very touching and very warm from our delegations here in the room and also our remote participants. 
I would now like to turn to the director who is the owner of the restaurant to continue with that metaphor, if you will. 
Okay. When he gets up, that means he's going to say something important. 
>> BDT DIRECTOR: Good afternoon. I have the microphone? Okay. 
Good afternoon, everybody. So pleased that the room still seems full, despite that it's a Friday afternoon. 
Before I proceed to my prepared speech, I would like to draw some wisdom from the Americas, from Asia‑Pacific and from Africa. 
Some great things were said from the Americas. If you can't fly, run. And if you can't run, walk. If you can't walk, crawl. At least you should keep on moving. And that addresses the issue of why we should have determination. 
But from Asia‑Pacific, some wisdom says our greatest glory does not lie in us never failing, but in rising each time we fall. 
That speaks to determination. 
In Africa the wisdom is wisdom is like a bulb of a tree. No one man or woman can embrace it. 
And I think that represents the spirit of this particular TDAG. It was a fantastic occasion for us to get the fire burning in our bellies. 
So on this note, I will be selfish a bit and to thank the BDT staff and our ITU colleagues both in headquarters and in the field for their continued belief in the BDT for impact. 
And especially that was a sweet, but food is better. In the development sector, we have to go beyond the call of duty or the job description. We have to go for the vision and passion and the commitment that we dedicated ourselves when we signed the contracts. 
I'm sure it is not about money. Because money will be found elsewhere. It is about the belief that we can make a difference in the world and we can make meaningful impact if we adhere to the human centric vision that if you make a difference in one child's life, you will be able to multiply. So we are honored to be able to be in a situations that are unbearable. 
When disasters strike or colleagues go in the field, to make sure that we serve human lives. 
But that's not all. In the U.N., we believe in three Ps. One, we have to serve the people. 
Two, we have to serve the planet. 
And three, we have to deliver prosperity. And I think we in the development sector are very fortunate in that in the long run in short relay we are the ones to score. We run to bridge the last mile. And bridging the last mile is also dependent on others. So my colleagues in the TSB that develop standards, colleagues in the Radiocommunication Bureau that come up with recommendations to make sure that we can all communicate, we thank them. 
I gave the analogy yesterday of ITU that shall be seen as a restaurant. Our TSB colleagues are chefs. They know the best ingredients to use in order to prepare tasty food. And our colleagues in radio communication too, they're part of the chef ecosystem. So they too know how to prepare ingredients. 
We in the D sector are modest. We are engineers, we have lawyers, we have experts, we treat ourselves as waiters who deliver the food and greet the reaction of the membership. 
And if they're not happy, we go back and say, you know what? You better do better next time. 
So our commitment is to deliver impact and to be truthful and to be agile and to be adaptive and responsive so that we serve the membership the best way we know how. 
Mistakes are for humans. And I think perfection is for God. So if we make mistakes, you must know that we are still human and we're still here among you. 
But it is also good to have a listening ear for us to be able to stand corrected and take remedial action so that we don't continue on the wrong path. 
I want to thank Madame Chair and congratulations again for your election at the WTDC‑25. 
You have done a great job. You have the ability to listen. You are also democratic because everyone who asked for the floor you granted it without objection. And you haven't had any interruption or limited people. That is a good thing. 
I want to thank the vice‑chairs. Some of the vice‑chairs went beyond the call of duty. I was teasing Arseny, I saw you may have abandoned the Russian Federation seat, but he still fulfilled his duty as vice‑chair. I want to thank all of you. 
I want to thank all the delegations that participated despite the time difference. Some online, some in the room. For we believe that we should use technology will and swear to their asset. So hybrid conferencing is now a procedure of choice. 
We don't want to leave anyone behind. Money does not grow on trees, and so therefore we are budgetary limitations for people to travel. There are many other challenges. 
So we give equal treatment to everyone who can connect or who can join us physically. 
I think we have had a very stimulating four days. And at this TDAG, I'm pleased to note we had total of 189 delegates who attended both physically and online. Representing 71 Member States. We also had good representation from our sector members, associates, and our academia and we celebrate the fact that among the participants with 48% being women. 
And I think that's something that is worth celebrating. We have still to do a better job. 
This meeting considered 47 contributions we received from the Member States and membership in general 15 contributions and 10 liaison statements. 
We, the Secretariat, submitted for your information and consideration 22 documents. And I want to congratulate you, because we are within the time, we managed to consider all these documents. 
And this week has also underlined that we remain results oriented and particularly development oriented. 
I welcome the lively discussions that we enjoyed during this TDAG. For some, it might represent a negative feature that the discussions went on and went on. 
But we know we always find each other and we mean good. And the diversity that we have among our membership is what makes this union great. 
So we have colleagues who come from war‑torn countries. My sister over there from Sudan, we stand with you and ITU Council there is a table of countries called countries in special need. 
Those emerging out of war situations and out of natural disasters. So we stand with you. 
For colleagues who come from Least Developed Countries, although we are making progress, we are having more and more Least Developed Countries graduating. But we have not done enough and we'll continue to use digital as a driving force and catalyst to make sure that graduation is for all the remaining LDCs, of course growing [?] from Botswana which graduated in 1994 to Samoa, to Maldives, and other countries that have systematically graduated. 
To those representing small island developing states, the truth is you can graduate from being a small island developing state. But what we can do is to help you be connected with the world ‑‑ global world, and for you to withstand the challenges that come with external economic shocks, as well as your vulnerability to natural disasters. 
And that's why we are concentrating more and more making sure that we build for you smart villages so that under one roof you can have unlimited access to innovate, to promote start‑ups, and to do business. 
And that remains our commitment. 
As you may recall, TDAG is mandate to review priorities, strategies, operations, and financial matters of the ITU development sector ITU‑D. 
TDAG is certainly living up to all expectations in giving guidance to the Director of the BDT. 
Let me assure you that no comment and advice will be ignored. And my colleagues have shared that view. As in previous meetings of TDAG, the advice from TDAG has always been invaluable. 
This has allowed us to build a BDT that is agile, flexible, relevant, and of course responsive and adaptive. Because change is the only constant that we know. 
And once again, I want to thank all the Member States and sector members for reaching consensus, even on what others call hot issues. 
And it was evidenced at WTDC‑25. And that flame continues to burn here in this very room at the TDAG. 
And I just urge the membership to consider the people whose faces we don't see. The marginalized, rural communities, the Indigenous People, but also people with the disabilities. And remember disability does not mean inability. 
And we have a unique opportunity for us to make a difference in the lives of all those that remain marginalized. 
And it is our duty and we are fortunate in that we find ourselves in this time in history having the opportunity to deliver in a meaningful way. 
And I tease my colleagues in standardization and radio communication and say that why is it that they do what they do, we have the opportunity to see the faces of the people that we serve and to see the change that we are making on the ground. 
And as a consensus, there's organization. We may initially debate to express our diverging views, but more often than not, we have always found each other in the end for we all want the same thing. To achieve the two goals of ITU, universal connectivity for everyone, but also sustainable digital transformation. 
And we may describe our feelings and express our thoughts in a different way, but I don't think anyone in this very room and online and others who are not participating mean any harm or are against development. 
I want to say I look forward to continued collaboration in implementing the Baku Action Plan, and I think about all the partners that we have. I can't name them because there are too many to name. 
I want to thank the private sector for their determination to bridge the infrastructure gap and also to continue innovating. 
Coming up with the technology that will transform human lives in our communities. 
And finally, I think we all owe it to ourselves to remember the special occasion that we spent here. Don't worry, those who were taking the floor more often than others, we are not going to show it on the video that is going to come. But can we have the highlight video, please. 
(Video playing). 
>> BDT DIRECTOR: And I wish you bon voyage. Have a good trip back home. Thank you very much. 
(Applause)
>> THE CHAIR: Thank you very much to our director of the BDT. I think that it's now up to me to make some final remarks in closing. 
Colleagues, as we close this 33rd meeting of the TDAG, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to you for your active engagement and your support, especially since it's my very first time as TDAG Chair. 
Your participation, your questions, and your relevant insights have been invaluable. They were precious. The conclusions we have contained in Document 10 which was subject to revisions and the draft liaison statements are testimony of your commitment. 
I would like to hail the professional efforts undertaken by the BDT through all of the hedge team and the regional offices. 
They ensured that ‑‑ rather they are ensuring that the Baku Action Plan will be implemented throughout all of the regions of the ITU in an equitable fashion so that nobody is left behind. 
I would like to express particular gratitude to the chairs of SG1 and SG2, the vice‑chairs of TDAG, the director of BDT, Dr. Cosmas. And also to the Secretariat who has done a tremendous job. 
I should also like to pay tribute to all of the team of the Secretariat, especially madam Archana, all of the BDT team, all of the helps that accompanied us. 
I would like to thank you for efforts. I know that you were working up ‑‑ you were working very late into the night looking at the time we send the emails. But that proves your commitment. 
I would like to have the commitment of the ITU through the experts, I would like to pay tribute to the interpreters. I wore you out a little bit, but I wasn't the only one. We really tired you out and gave you a good workout. But thank you very much. Thank you for your support that is essential for us. 
And to all of the experts in the room and from me, I would like to thank you. You ensured that our meeting was held successfully. The director gave us some figures, we have a level of participation of 48% women which is very high. 
And I think this is something that should be commended. We examined a number of important issues that stem from the decisions of the WTDC and which fuel our future work. 
I am delighted to ‑‑ I would like to see each of you at the next session of TDAG. I would like to encourage you to stay in touch in the interim period. 
We are very much certain that we will come up with tangible results that are innovative and flexible as recalled by the director. I hope that you all have a safe trip home to your respective countries. I thank you once again for your dedication and for your collaboration. I thank you for all the kind words that were addressed to me. They are a source of motivation to continue in my endeavors. 
We are a shape that is [?] and we are not allowed to sink. Thank you for your efforts. 
I would now like to close officially this 33rd session of TDAG. Thank you very much. 
(Applause)
(Session ended at 3:58 p.m. CET)
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