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	Past Chairs of the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) AND ITU-D STUDY GROUPS 

	This is an information document on the management of the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) and the ITU-D Study Groups from 1998 to date.
As reflected in Table 1 (Past Chairs of TDAG), some Chairs served two terms in accordance with the defined Working Methods.
Table 1 shows past TDAG Chairs, and Tables 2 and 3 show past Study Group Chairs.
Summary
The Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) provides guidance to the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) on policy, strategy, and operational matters. 
The ITU-D Study Groups are essential platforms within the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D), bringing together experts from Member States, Sector Members, and other stakeholders to address key issues in telecommunication and ICT development. These groups focus on sharing best practices and producing reports on topics relevant to the development sector of the ITU. 
Expected results: 
This document is submitted for the information of WTDC-25.
References: 
Article 21 of the ITU Constitution (Provisions 130 and 132A)
Plenipotentiary Conference Resolution 208 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022)
Resolution 1 (Rev. Kigali, 2022)
Resolution 24 (Rev. Dubai, 2014)





Introduction
The process for appointing the TDAG Chair is also guided by Plenipotentiary Conference Resolution 208 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), which sets out the principles for the appointment of chairs and vice-chairs of Sector advisory groups, including term limits and regional balance.
Over the years, TDAG has been chaired by representatives of different regions as shown below.
The ITU-D Study Groups, established under the authority of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC), serve as vital platforms for advancing the global ICT development agenda. Their mandate and operational procedures are defined by key WTDC resolutions, notably Resolution 1 (Rev. Kigali, 2022), which sets out the rules of procedure for the ITU-D Sector, and Resolution 24 (Rev. Dubai, 2014), which clarifies the role of the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG) between WTDCs. 
These resolutions ensure that the nomination and appointment of chairs for these groups are conducted transparently, with an emphasis on equitable geographical representation and alignment with the priorities of Member States, Sector Members, and other stakeholders. Furthermore, the process is informed by Plenipotentiary Conference Resolution 208 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022), which provides overarching principles for the appointment of chairs and vice-chairs of Sector advisory groups, including term limits and regional balance. Through these frameworks, ITU-D Study Groups continue to play a pivotal role in shaping the direction of telecommunication development, fostering collaboration, and ensuring that the diverse priorities of the global ICT community are effectively addressed.

Table 1: Past Chairs of TDAG 
	Period
	Chair
	Region (RTO)
	Country

	1998 – 2001
	Mr J.S. Lee
	ASP (APT)
	Republic of Korea

	2001 – 2003
	Mr Tony Zeitoun
	AMS (CITEL)
	Canada

	2004 – 2006
	Mr David Mellor
	EUR (CEPT)
	United Kingdom

	2007 – 2017
	Mr Vladimir Minkin
	CIS (RCC)
	Russian Federation

	2018 – 2025
	Ms Roxanne McElvane Webber
	AMS (CITEL)
	United States



Over the years, Study Group 1 and Study Group 2 have been chaired by representatives of different regions as shown below:

Table 2: Past Chairs of Study Group 1
	Period
	Chair
	Region (RTO)
	Country

	1998–2002
	Mr Alberto Gabrielli
	AMS (CITEL)
	Argentina

	2002–2006
	Mr Alberto Gabrielli / Ms Audrey Loridan-Baudrier
	EUR (CEPT)
	France

	2006–2010
	Ms Audrey Loridan-Baudrier
	EUR (CEPT)
	France

	2010–2014
	Ms Roxanne McElvane Webber
	AMS (CITEL)
	United States

	2014–2018
	Ms Roxanne McElvane Webber

	AMS (CITEL)
	United States

	2018–2021
	Ms Regina Fleur Assoumou-Bessou
	AFR (ATU)
	Côte d'Ivoire

	2022–2025
	Ms Regina Fleur Assoumou-Bessou
	AFR (ATU)
	Côte d'Ivoire



Table 3: Past Chairs of Study Group 2

	Period
	Chair
	Region (RTO)
	Country

	1998–2002
	Mr Nabil Kisrawi
	ARB (LAS)
	Syrian Arab Republic

	2002–2006
	Mr Nabil Kisrawi
	ARB (LAS)
	Syrian Arab Republic

	2006–2010
	Mr Nabil Kisrawi
	ARB (LAS)
	Syrian Arab Republic

	2010–2014
	Mr Mokrane Akli
	ARB (LAS)
	Algeria

	2014–2018
	Mr Ahmad Reza Sharafat
	ASP (APT)
	Islamic Republic of Iran

	2018–2021
	Mr Ahmad Reza Sharafat
	ASP (APT)
	Islamic Republic of Iran

	2022–2025
	Mr Fadel Digham
	ARB (LAS)
	Egypt
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