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1. Introduction 
The World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) held in Kigali, 2022, reaffirmed the commitment of the ITU's Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) to assisting Least Developed Countries (LDCs), Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDCs) and Small Island Developing States (SIDS)[footnoteRef:1]. The conference highlighted the importance of strong telecommunications and ICTs for socio-economic progress. While there are ongoing efforts, increased support through bilateral channels, international organizations and BDT initiatives are still essential. Recognizing this, the BDT realignment in 2024 established a dedicated unit focused on delivering targeted support to LDCs, LLDCs, SIDS, and countries with special needs across all areas under the BDT’s mandate. [1:  https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/ldcs/focus-areas/lldc/list-of-lldcs/ ] 

2. Digital Development status of LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS[footnoteRef:2] [2:  https://www.itu.int/hub/publication/D-IND-ICT_MDD-2025-1/ ] 

Overview[footnoteRef:3]: LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS continue to face distinct challenges in advancing digital connectivity. Geographic remoteness, small or dispersed populations, limited infrastructure and economic vulnerability make network deployment and service provision more difficult and costly. Despite these constraints, all three groups have recorded steady progress between 2020 and 2024. Internet use increased from 25 to 35 per cent in LDCs, from 30 to 39 per cent in LLDCs, and from 60 to 65 per cent in SIDS, compared with a world average of 68 per cent in 2024. Youth remain the most connected group: in LDCs, 52 per cent of young people used the Internet in 2024 compared with 31 per cent among older populations, and similar patterns are seen in LLDCs. The gender gap persists but is narrowing. In LDCs, 29 per cent of women and 41 per cent of men used the Internet in 2024, while in SIDS gender parity has nearly been achieved, with 64 per cent of both women and men online. [3:  Based on ITU’s Facts and Figures 2024, https://www.itu.int/itu-d/reports/statistics/facts-figures-2024/ ] 

Taking more actions on cybersecurity, the Global Cybersecurity Index (GCI) gap between LDCs and LLDCs and other developing countries have been narrowing by 27 per cent and 20 per cent respectively from 2017 to 2024. In addition, the gap for SIDS was reduced by 14 per cent. These improvements reflect growing momentum in strengthening cybersecurity resilience across these countries. 
Mobile broadband coverage continued to expand, reaching 85 per cent of the population in LDCs, 86 per cent in LLDCs and 85 per cent in SIDS, compared with a global average of 96 per cent. Affordability also improved: the price of a 2 GB data-only mobile-broadband basket fell to 4.6 per cent of GNI per capita in LDCs and to about 2 per cent in LLDCs and SIDS, compared with 1.4 per cent globally.
3. Operational Plan (OP) activities in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS
From January 2023 to August 2025, BDT delivered (OP) activities in support of LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS[footnoteRef:4], through regional and area offices, to specific countries. The activities spanned all ITU-D priorities as detailed in Document WTDC-25/2. [4:  https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/year-in-review-2022/ 
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/year-in-review-2023/ 
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/year-in-review-2024/] 

4. Ongoing Projects[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Further information on projects funded by extra-budgetary resources available at ITU-D Projects Portfolio] 

From 2023 to 2025, BDT implemented several projects across LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS:
· LDCs (20 projects): Emphasis on cybersecurity, digital transformation, early warning systems, and broadband access. Notable projects include the Cyber for Good Project, Early Warnings for All (EW4All) covering countries such as Bangladesh, Somalia, Mozambique, Liberia, South Sudan, Tanzania, Nepal and Madagascar, and GovStack-based digital government services in Eswatini and Mauritania, with completion dates between 2025 and 2028.
· LLDCs (13 projects): Focus on digital government, early warning systems, circular economy for electronics, broadband mapping, and cybersecurity. Key initiatives include Digital Government Cooperation in Central Asia/Caucasus, EW4All and Africa National Broadband Maps, spanning countries like Armenia, Mongolia, and Ethiopia, Niger and Uganda, with end dates ranging from 2025 to 2028.
· SIDS (18 projects): Covering connectivity, cybersecurity, and disaster resilience. Projects such as the Giga School Connectivity in Sao Tome and Principe, EW4All in Haiti, Mauritius, Kiribati, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Comoros, and Pacific SIDS telecommunications studies target countries such as Fiji, Maldives, and Vanuatu, with timelines from 2024 to 2027.
Detailed list of assistance to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS based on priority areas /enablers available in Annex 1 while detailed list of projects is available in Annex 2.
5. Key Innovative Initiatives
National Broadband Mapping Africa: In 2024, BDT launched a new project with funding from the European Union and co-funding from ITU’s Information and Communication Technologies Development Fund (ICT-DF) to support 11 Sub-Saharan African countries in developing unified broadband mapping systems that enable data-driven digital infrastructure investments. The project aims at strengthening the capacity of decision-makers—such as regulators, ministries, and other public authorities—to effectively plan and deploy broadband infrastructure and services. A key focus is on harmonizing and ensuring interoperability of mapping systems across the region, fostering cross-border collaboration and the exchange of best practices. See Annex 2 for additional details on the countries benefited from this project.
Cyber for Good: is an initiative funded by the Ministry of Science and ICTs of the Republic of Korea and also co-funded by the ICT-DF, designed to address the cybersecurity needs of LDCs and SIDS. Through targeted support and comprehensive capacity-building activities, it aims to enhance cybersecurity resilience and technical capabilities, ultimately leading to improved national cybersecurity posture, enabling countries to better safeguard their digital environments. In its first phase, 30 LDCs benefitted: 21 countries in Africa, 6 countries in Asia and the Pacific and 3 countries in the Arab region. The second phase of the project, launched in 2025, expanded to additional beneficiary countries from the LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. The project provides assistance in the delivery of cybersecurity tools and services offered by ITU-D Private Sector Members, GCI Assessment Reports, training sessions across areas such as incident response, cybersecurity governance, and National Cybersecurity Strategy. A CyberDrill tailored to the specific threat landscapes of LDCs will be organized in 2026, with the date to be announced. See Annex 2 for additional details on the countries benefited from this project.
Her Cyber Tracks: Since 2023, Her CyberTracks, a joint initiative with Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Germany, has empowered women for cybersecurity careers through e-learning, training, mentorship, and expert networking. It promotes equal representation of women in cybersecurity and strengthens cyber resilience by integrating gender-responsive approaches into capacity building. In 2024, 99 per cent of participants reported that the course content was highly relevant to their work, and 98 per cent reported significant development in skills and knowledge. 85 per cent of respondents reported that the programme provided valuable networking opportunities. In 2025, a phase 3 of the project was launched in partnership with GIZ, LAC4 (in the Americas) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (on cybercrime topics) and funding from the German Foreign Office, Global Gateway, European Union, and Microsoft. See Annex 2 for additional details on the countries benefited from this project.
Benchmarking ICTs in Central Africa: Funded by the European Union through the Cellule d’appui à l’Ordonnateur national du Fonds européen de développement (COFED) and co-funding from ITU’s ICT-DF. The project assisted 11 countries from the Central African region to strengthen digital economic and regulatory metrics and analysis, conduct country assessments, and develop roadmaps. See Annex 2 for additional details on the countries benefited from this project.
Universal and Meaningful Connectivity (UMC) To accelerate progress toward UMC, the BDT and the European Commission launched a joint project in 2024 that promotes UMC as a strategic policy objective. The project enhances the quality and availability of UMC-related statistics and showcases effective policy approaches. Regional workshops for policymakers and statisticians are organized to support the integration of UMC into digital strategies, build national capacity to produce and disseminate UMC data, and facilitate the exchange of good practices.
	Number of participants from LDC, LLDC and SIDS at regional workshops on Promoting and Measuring UMC and at webinars on ICT statistics

	LDC
	66 participants from Angola, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Comoros, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Gambia, Kiribati, Lao P.D.R., Lesotho, Liberia, Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal (Republic of), Rwanda (Republic of), Sao Tome and Principe, Somalia, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, Vanuatu, Yemen, Zambia.

	LLDC
	105 participants from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Eswatini, Ethiopia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao P.D.R., Lesotho, Moldova, Mongolia, Nepal (Republic of), Paraguay, Rwanda (Republic of), Tajikistan, Uganda, Uzbekistan, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

	SIDS
	100 participants from Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Belize, Cabo Verde, Comoros, Cuba, Dominican Rep., Fiji, Grenada, Guyana, Jamaica, Kiribati, Maldives, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Suriname, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.


Innovation and Entrepreneurship Alliance for Digital Development: was launched in January 2023 aiming at developing local enablers to bridge digital innovation gaps and is currently present in Africa, Americas (e.g., Dominican Republic – SIDS), Asia-Pacific, Europe.
[bookmark: _Hlt210921123][bookmark: _Hlt210921124][bookmark: _Int_Er5IMsnZ][bookmark: _Int_dkXRz1Rj]GovStack: is a multilateral effort aimed at accelerating the digital transformation of government services by promoting the use of interoperable, reusable digital components known as "building blocks". These building blocks provide a modular framework that allows governments to design, implement, and scale digital services more efficiently and cost-effectively. By standardizing core functionalities such as identity management, payments, and messaging, GovStack enables countries to avoid duplicative efforts and focus on delivering user-centric services that are adaptable to local contexts. In 2023, the Horn of Africa project was started with funding of € 1.24 million from GIZ, Germany. The Digital for Development (D4D) collaboration on Digital Government and Cybersecurity co-financed by the EU supports Pillar 1 “Infrastructure” and in particular the action area of “e-government strategy and services”. Component 1 on Digital Government is under implementation in 3 countries including Djibouti and Somalia. In 2025, GovStack projects with Gambia, Guinea-Bissau, Guinea and Senegal which had received World Bank financing is being co-financed and supported in implementation by the BDT. By leveraging GovStack principles, specifications, and resources, the project seeks to accelerate the development of digital government services in these nations, ensuring enhanced efficiency and accessibility in public service delivery.
ITU Academy: is the main gateway to ITU capacity development and training activities. It offers ICT professionals and policy makers access to capacity development opportunities using various methodologies and tailored to different learning styles, such as online instructor-led, self-paced or face-to-face courses. Its comprehensive training catalogue covers a large array of topics relevant to the ITU membership, such as Artificial Intelligence (AI), cybersecurity, e-waste, spectrum management, digital transformation, satellite communications, emergency telecommunication, data governance, ICT measurement, policy and regulation, wireless and fixed broadband and others. 
· Since January 2023, participants from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS accounted for over 14,000 registrations, with 38 per cent women, in over 300 courses. Nearly 4,500 participants received their certificate of completion.
· Nearly 2,000 of these registrations were through the Capacity Development for Digital Transformation Project: EU-funded project (2023–2027). The four-year project aims to train at least 5,000 professionals—primarily from developing countries—through a combination of face-to-face and online training courses organized under the umbrella of the ITU Academy. The training courses are organized in collaboration with the 14 ITU Academy Training Centres and other United Nations agencies. 
Digital Transformation Centres (DTC) Initiative: was launched by BDT in partnership with Cisco, with the aim of supporting countries to strengthen the digital capacities of citizens, particularly those in rural and the underserved communities. The Initiative runs through a global network of national institutions, the DTCs, which have a mandate to deliver digital skills programmes in their countries. The DTCs operate nationally and show proven capacity, infrastructure and experience to implement training at basic and intermediate levels. The number of DTCs has grown to 14 in total, of which 8 are in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS (Democratic Republic of Congo, Dominican Republic, Papua New Guinea, Rwanda (Republic of), Senegal, Sierra Leone, Uganda and Zambia). Since January 2023, more than 287,000 beneficiaries (46 per cent female) from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS were trained in basic and intermediate digital skills through the Initiative.
Giga (ITU/UNICEF): is an initiative to connect schools by 2030. Mapping support was provided in Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Zimbabwe (LLDCs/LDCs); Barbados, Trinidad & Tobago, Dominican Republic, Grenada, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, Sao Tome and Principe (SIDS). 
[bookmark: _Int_N243wwZD]Emergency Telecommunications: As part of the Early Warnings for All (EW4All) initiative, ITU is leading the implementation of Pillar 3, focusing on warning communication and dissemination. Three projects funded by Denmark, Sweden and CREWS respectively provided targeted support to Haiti, Somalia, Bangladesh, Mozambique, Niger, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Nepal Madagascar, Mauritius, Kiribati, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Comoros and Liberia to strengthen their resilience to cope with disasters. In addition, a voluntary contribution from Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications, Japan (Phases 1-3) also provided technical aid to Rwanda (Republic of), Guinea-Bissau, Cape Verde, Comoros, Seychelles, Botswana, Malawi, Mauritania, Djibouti, Zambia and Somalia and Guinea. This support includes the development of National Emergency Telecommunications Plans (NETPs), and the implementation early warning systems to improve risk communication and enhance the use of technologies for issuing hazard alerts to reduce risk. Critical technical assistance has been delivered through comprehensive diagnostics and tailored roadmaps, and the use of the inclusion of AI-based tools and the Disaster Connectivity Maps. Aid also covers country-level assessments, and the design, establishment and maintenance of robust dissemination channels, including Cell Broadcast (CB) and the Common Alerting Protocol (CAP) as well as other multi-channel solutions, to ensure prompt, reliable and actionable alerts for all communities and people at risk. Capacity is further reinforced through specialized workshops and training. Collaborative processes with governments, academia, civil society, and communities ensure that actionable warning messages are co-designed and adapted to local contexts, enhancing trust, relevance and effectiveness. 
Digital Inclusion: By the very nature of the work carried out under the Digital Inclusion Service, which focuses on supporting ITU Members and communities in vulnerable situations and/or with special needs, much of BDT’s engagement naturally extends to LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. These efforts aim to promote inclusive and equitable digital transformation. Examples include targeted initiatives to improve ICT accessibility, enhance digital skills, and foster inclusive participation such as the ITU Global Youth Summit held in Cuba (2025), the Global Youth Celebration in Azerbaijan (2025), the International Girls in ICTs global celebrations hosted in Zimbabwe (2023) and Kyrgyzstan and Mauritania (both in 2025), and other programmes and initiatives such as:
· Subject matter expertise to support development of National Strategic Plans on Digital Inclusion—designed from a holistic and intersectional perspective to ensure that the needs and requirements of all citizens to use technology, communicate, and participate in the digital society are addressed—was promoted and facilitated in Burundi. In addition, gender policy reports were developed for Burundi, Ethiopia, Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
· EQUALS Her Digital Skills initiative equips girls and young women around the world with digital skills to increase their opportunities to access formal employment and entrepreneurship. The initiative offer participants access, free of charge, to a high-quality, universally recognized digital skills training and certification program, through online training and offline hands-on STEM workshops to reach girls and women in underserved areas, with a dual objective: (1) to encourage girls’ and women’s further pursuit of tech studies and careers and (2) facilitate girls’ and women’ access to formal employment and entrepreneurship, including in tech sectors. Contributors to the initiative include Qualcomm that supports the implementation of the Her Digital Skills in Ethiopia, and the Women’s World Wide Web, GSMA and EY that supported the development of content and delivery of the initiative in Burundi, Haiti, Caribbean, Nepal, and Uganda, reaching 2056 young women. 
· AI Skills Accelerator for Girls program was born out of a need to address the underrepresentation of women in AI and leadership roles in tech. The ITU Development Bureau and EY teamed up on this in 2024, with the goal to empower at least 1000 young women from underserved communities with the skills they need to succeed in AI and digital fields. The program aims to give young women, especially those between 18 and 25, the practical, ethical, and leadership skills to thrive in the AI space. The program is hands-on and will have two cohorts of young women benefiting of the activities. Up to date two cohorts have been implemented with countries including LLDCs such as Paraguay, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.
Youth: Africa’s growing youth population and the continent’s transition to the digital economy represent a huge opportunity to bolster African economies while addressing the important levels of unemployment and working poverty among young people. The project on “Boosting decent jobs and enhancing skills for youth in Africa’s digital economy” proposes to use growing digital markets in six African countries, including Côte d’Ivoire and Rwanda (Republic of) for decent jobs for youth. ITU, together with ILO, aims at enabling young Africans to access decent work in the digital economy through a holistic system-level approach that boosts job creation and entrepreneurship opportunities in the digital economy while promoting the respect for youth labour rights, invests in digital capacities and skills for youth, and improves the labour market intermediation mechanism of employment services.
BDT significantly advanced youth engagement through the Generation Connect initiative, positioning young people as active contributors to ITU’s digital development agenda. In partnership with Member States, ITU appointed 184 Generation Connect Youth Envoys (GCYE) from 64 countries with 52 per cent of GCYE from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. Furthermore, in collaboration with Huawei, two global cohorts for a total of 60 young innovators from 40 countries who are passionate about driving meaningful change in their communities through digital development, were selected as the Generation Connect Young Leadership Fellows selected from +10000 applicants. Each fellow received a USD 5,000 grant to implement digital projects in their communities and continues to benefit from monthly virtual mentoring and reporting sessions and exercises. The 43 per cent of fellows selected are from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
6. Fellowships
Between 2023 and the first half of 2025, a total of 2,545 fellowships were awarded to representatives from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. These fellowships were supported through both extrabudgetary funds and the regular budget and represented more than 80 per cent of the total number of fellowships awarded.
7. Contribution to UN wide Conferences 
ITU actively took part in various global conferences aimed at addressing unique challenges facing LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS and advocating for the inclusion of Universal meaningful connectivity and digital transformation in the development agendas of these countries. These include: 
i. The Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5) and Doha Programme of Action - (DPoA)
The Fifth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries was held from 5-9 March 2023, in Doha, Qatar. ITU participated in the main programme, organized side-events and featured in the exhibition under the theme on “Connectivity for Sustainable Development.” ITU released a special publication: Facts and Figures: Focus on Least Developed Countries. ITU gave a statement at the General Debate; contributed to the Thematic Roundtables; engaged in the Private Sector Forum, South-South Cooperation session, the Youth Forum and the exhibition/interaction spaces at the Conferences. 
Prior to the main conference, ITU also engaged in the preparatory process that included National, regional and global reviews for the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries (IPoA).
ITU contributed to the roadmap for the implementation of the Doha Programme of Action (DPoA) which had several digital references.
ii. The Fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS (ABAS)
The Fourth International Conference on Small Island Developing States (SIDS4) was held from 27-30 May 2024 in Antigua and Barbuda. 
ITU contributed to the SIDS4 General Debate to advocate the elevation of meaningful connectivity and sustainable digital transformation as a policy imperative and an enabler of progress towards SDGs; Promote the role of digital in addressing the challenges faced by SIDS.
ITU contributed to the General Debate, co-led on interactive dialogues, co-led Interactive Dialogue on ‘Leveraging Data and Digital Technologies,’ met high-level policy dialogue on Universal Meaningful Connectivity and P2C. BDT published a special edition of Facts and Figures: Focus on Small Island Developing States.
ITU engaged strategic partner entities from the UN system, Member States (mainly SIDS) and the broader stakeholder community to explore future synergies for the implementation of The Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for Small Island Developing States: A Renewed Declaration for Resilient Prosperity (ABAS). 
iii. The Third UN Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries and Awaza Programme of Action for LLDCs 2024–2034
The Third United Nations Conference on Landlocked Developing Countries (LLDC3) was held from 5-8 August 2025 in Awaza, Turkmenistan to address unique challenges faced by LLDCs. Key outcomes of the conference included the Endorsement of the Awaza Programme of Action for Landlocked Developing Countries 2024-2034 and the Awaza Political Declaration. ITU delegation led by the BDT Director, contributed to the General Debate, co-organized the Connectivity Track of the main programme reinforcing ITU's commitment to inclusive digital development and support for the Awaza Programme. ITU organized several side events with emphasis on digital development and its role in addressing challenges in LLDCs and engaged stakeholders through an exhibition booth at the conference. ITU published with Facts and Figures: Focus on Landlocked Developing Countries which presents a comprehensive overview of digital progress in LLDCs, with key data and analysis on connectivity, affordability, and digital policy. It highlights both the diversity of experiences across LLDCs and the shared challenges they face, offering insights to guide action toward universal and meaningful connectivity.
8. Partner to Connect (P2C)
As ITU’s global alliance to mobilize and announce new resources, partnerships, and commitments for universal, meaningful connectivity. P2C drives digital transformation across all countries, with special attention to the hardest-to-connect communities, particularly in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. As of 2 September 2025, PCS has mobilized the following pledges for LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS:
· LDCs: 317 pledges with an estimated financial value of USD 29.56 billion.
· LLDCs: 268 pledges with an estimated financial value of USD 30.01 billion.
· SIDS: 158 pledges with an estimated financial value of USD 25.98 billion. 
The BDT focused on match-making engagement between pledges by partners and countries to ensure that pledges were transformed into concrete projects.
9. Conclusion
Vital role of digital in supporting LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS: The transformative power of digital connectivity and ICTs is pivotal for the sustainable development of LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. By aligning with global frameworks like the Doha Programme of Action, the Antigua and Barbuda Agenda for SIDS, and the Awaza Programme of Action (2024–2034), ITU’s initiatives—spanning affordable connectivity, digital transformation, regulatory innovation, international cooperation, and inclusive ICTs—drive measurable progress. These efforts not only bridge digital divides but also empower communities, enhance resilience, and catalyze economic growth. Continued collaboration with governments, private sector, international partners, and local stakeholders is essential to sustain momentum, ensuring equitable, secure, and sustainable digital ecosystems that uplift the most vulnerable regions.
Overall, during the period from 2022 to 2024, internet growth across LDCs is 14 per cent, across LLDCs is 11 per cent, and across SIDS is 4 per cent which is significant progress.
Annex 1 – Overview of activities from the Operational Plan 
implemented in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS (2023-2025)

	ITU-D Priorities / Enablers
	Tailored projects, policy advisory interventions, and capacity-building initiatives
	Countries benefitted

	Affordable Connectivity 
	46 LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS supported. 
· [bookmark: _Int_fwwZq54F]17 countries received technical assistance 
· 10 received training on spectrum management and professional ICT skills 
· 7 countries advanced school connectivity 
· 6 LLDCs engaged in specialized workshops 
Multiple regional awareness sessions conducted in Africa, Asia-Pacific, CIS, and the Arab States
	LDCs: Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Chad, Comoros, Djibouti, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Rwanda (Republic of), Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, Yemen, and Zambia.
LLDCs: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Burkina Faso, Botswana, Chad, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mali, Moldova, Mongolia, Niger, North Macedonia, Rwanda (Republic of), South Sudan, Tajikistan, Uganda, Uzbekistan, and Zambia.
SIDS: Bahamas, Barbados, Cape Verde, Comoros (Union of the), Fiji, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Jamaica, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Samoa (Independent State of), Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, and Vanuatu.

	Digital Transformation 
	40 LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS supported. 
· [bookmark: _Int_fZazFjZi]27 received technical assistance 
· 24 had policy frameworks and knowledge products developed 
· awareness raising sessions conducted in 6 countries 
	LDCs: Benin, Cambodia, Djibouti, Gambia, Lao P.D.R., Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Myanmar, Niger, Rwanda (Republic of), Senegal, Somalia, Tanzania, and Zambia
LLDCs: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Eswatini, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao P.D.R., Lesotho, Malawi, Mali, Moldova, Niger, North Macedonia, Rwanda (Republic of), Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uganda, Uzbekistan, Zambia, and Zimbabwe
SIDS: Cape Verde, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Micronesia, Samoa (Independent State of), Singapore, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, and Vanuatu.

	Enabling Policy and Regulatory Environment 
	A total number of 46 LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. 
· [bookmark: _Int_6dHYj1yf]32 received technical assistance 
· 14 had policy frameworks and knowledge products developed 
· awareness raising sessions were conducted in 6 countries 
· a convening platform was undertaken in 1 country. 
	LDCs: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Comoros (Union of the), Dem. Rep. of the Congo, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Lao P.D.R., Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Myanmar, Nepal (Republic of), Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, Togo, and Zambia.
LLDCs: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Eswatini, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao P.D.R., Mali, Moldova, Mongolia, Nepal (Republic of), North Macedonia, Niger, South Sudan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
SIDS: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Cape Verde, Comoros (Union of the), Dominica, Fiji, Grenada, Guyana, Guinea-Bissau, Jamaica, Mauritius, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Suriname, Timor-Leste, and Trinidad and Tobago.

	Resource mobilisation and international cooperation 
	7 LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS supported.
· 6 LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS were engaged, with 
· 4 receiving country-level UN Development System support
Partnerships integrated political advocacy, technical delivery, and sustainable financing, ensuring equitable digital inclusion and regional integration.
	Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Mauritius, Moldova, North Macedonia, Rwanda (Republic of), and Seychelles.

	Inclusive and secure telecommunications/ICTs for sustainable development
	[bookmark: _Int_BjwdIh5C]A total number of 39 LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS were assisted. 
· [bookmark: _Int_wvRJahIA]11 of which were provided with technical assistance, 
· 28 policy frameworks and knowledge products developed 
· awareness raising sessions were conducted in 5 countries 
· convening platforms in 235 countries. 
	LDCs: Angola, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros (Union of the), Dem. Rep. of the Congo, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Niger, Rwanda (Republic of), Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, Togo, Uganda, and Zambia.
LLDCs: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Botswana, Eswatini, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Mongolia, North Macedonia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan.
SIDS: Maldives, Mauritius, Palau, and Timor-Leste.

	Diversity and Inclusion
	 34 LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. 
· [bookmark: _Int_YD0fbMtw]3 received technical assistance 
· 2 countries had policy frameworks and knowledge products developed, 
· awareness raising sessions were conducted in 7 countries and 
· convening platforms were undertaken in 3 countries.
	LDCs: Burundi, Cambodia, Comoros (Union of the), Djibouti, Ethiopia, Haiti, Lao P.D.R., Mauritania, Nepal (Republic of), Senegal, Somalia, Sudan, Timor-Leste, Uganda, and Yemen.

LLDCs: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Nepal (Republic of), Paraguay, Uzbekistan, and Zimbabwe.
SIDS: Cuba, Dominican Republic, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Samoa (Independent State of), Tonga, and Vanuatu.


Note: Detailed information is available in Document WTDC-25/2



Annex 2 – Overview of projects implemented in LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS (2023-2025)
A. Ongoing and Implemented Projects in LDCs from 2023-2025
	
	Project No
	Title
	End Date
	Countries benefited

	1. 
	9GLO23135
	Support of future activities in Lesotho on Expansion of Digital Government Services and Digital Strategy Development
	31/12/2024
	Lesotho

	2. 
	7RAS23072
	Accelerating digital transformation in Asia-Pacific
	31/07/2025
	Cambodia, Lao P.D.R.

	3. 
	7GLO23133
	Boosting digital skills through Digital Transformation Centres (DTCs) - Phase 2
	14/01/2026
	Dem. Rep. of the Congo, Indonesia, Rwanda (Republic of), Senegal, Uganda, Zambia

	4. 
	9GLO23126
	Developing and Implementing E-waste Policy and Regulation for a Circular Economy
	01/07/2026
	Rwanda (Republic of), Zambia

	5. 
	2RER20008-03
	Global Programme Digital Transformation - Horn of Africa Digital Government initiative
	30/9/2025
	Djibouti, Somalia

	6. 
	9MOZ23005
	Laying the foundation for VaMoz Digital
	01/04/2027
	Mozambique

	7. 
	7GLO23133
	Boosting digital skills through Digital Transformation Centres (DTCs) - Phase 2
	14/01/2026
	Dem. Rep. of the Congo, Rwanda (Republic of), Senegal, Uganda, Zambia

	8. 
	2CAF23002
	L'établissement d'un centre de formation pour la fibre optique dans la République Centrafricaine
	31/12/2025
	Central African Rep.

	9. 
	7GLO24144
	Early Warnings for All (EW4All) – ITU funds to support to the implementation of the initiative
	30/09/2027
	Djibouti

	10. 
	7GLO24143
	EW4All multi-stakeholder accelerator in LDCs and SIDS
(Climate Risks and Early Warning Systems - CREWS)
	07/10/2025
	Nepal, Madagascar

	11. 
	7GLO24146
	Second Phase of the Cyber for Good Project (MSIT)
	31/12/2026
	Angola, Bangladesh, Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Central African Rep., Chad, Comoros (Union of the), Dem. Rep. of the Congo, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Kiribati, Lao P.D.R., Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique, Nepal (Republic of), Niger, Rwanda (Republic of), Senegal, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Sudan, Sudan, Tanzania, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tuvalu, Uganda, Yemen, Zambia

	12. 
	7RAF24106
	Cyber resilience for Digital Development in the Least Developed Countries (CRDD-LDCs)
	31/08/2025
	Mozambique, Rwanda (Republic of), Zambia

	13. 
	9GLO24137
	EW4All multi-stakeholder accelerator in LDCs and SIDS (UNDRR-Sweden funds)
	30/06/2025
	Bangladesh, Haiti, Liberia, Mozambique, Somalia

	14. 
	9RAF24105
	Danish Contribution to Early Warnings for All (EW4All) (WMO - Denmark)
	30/09/2027
	Niger, Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda

	15. 
	9RAF24107
	EU Support to Africa's National Broadband Mapping Systems (AfricaBBMaps)
	30/09/2028
	Benin, Burundi, Ethiopia, Malawi, Uganda, Zambia,

	16. 
	7GLO25151
	Her Cyber Tracks Programme Phase III
	28/02/2026
	Benin, Burkina Faso, Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Togo

	17. 
	9MAU25002
	Assistance technique pour le développement de services gouvernementaux numériques en s'appuyant sur les principes, les spécifications et les ressources de GovStack
	31/10/2025
	Mauritania

	18. 
	9RAF25152
	Digital Transformation for Africa/ Western Africa Regional Digital Integration Project (DfTA/WARDIP)
	30/01/2026
	Gambia

	19. 
	9RAS25002
	Enhancing Digital infrastructure and affordable access to ICT services in Asia and the Pacific
	30/11/2027
	Bangladesh, Cambodia,

	20. 
	7RAF21102
	Benchmarking ICTs in Central Africa
	24/12/2024
	Angola. Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Democratic Republic of Congo, 


B. Ongoing and Implemented Projects in LLDCs from 2023-2025
	
	Project No
	Title
	End Date
	Countries benefited

	1. 
	7CIS25001
	Digital Government Cooperation in the Central Asia and Caucasus Countries
	31/12/2026
	Armenia, Azerbaijan, Kazachstan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan

	2. 
	7GLO24144
	Early Warnings for All (EW4All) ITU funds to support to the implementation of the initiative
	30/09/2027
	North Macedonia,

	3. 
	2ARM23001
	Rural networks pilot project in Armenia
	31/12/2024
	Armenia

	4. 
	9GLO23126
	Developing and Implementing E-waste Policy and Regulation for a Circular Economy
	01/07/2026
	Paraguay

	5. 
	9SWZ24001
	Accelerating digital government services development in Eswatini by leveraging GovStack principles
	30/09/2025
	Eswatini

	6. 
	7RAS24075
	Creating a Circular Economy for Electronics and Electricals
	15/03/2026
	Mongolia

	7. 
	9RAF24107
	EU Support to Africa's National Broadband Mapping Systems (AfricaBBMaps)
	30/09/2028
	Botswana, Burundi, Ethiopia, Malawi, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe

	8. 
	7GLO25151
	Her Cyber Tracks Programme Phase III
	28/02/2026
	Armenia, Burkina Faso, Mali, Moldova, Niger, North Macedonia

	9. 
	9MOL25002
	Digital literacy assessment of adult population in Moldova
	20/06/2025
	Moldova

	10. 
	9RAS25002
	Enhancing Digital infrastructure and affordable access to ICT services in Asia and the Pacific
	30/11/2027
	Mongolia

	11. 
	7GLO24146
	Second Phase of the Cyber for Good Project (MSIT)
	31/12/2026
	Burkina Faso, Burundi, Central African Rep., Chad, Ethiopia, Lao P.D.R., Lesotho, Mali, Nepal (Republic of), Niger, Rwanda (Republic of), South Sudan, Uganda, Zambia

	12. 
	9RLA23022
	Support to the implementation of Regional Initiatives for the Americas Region
	31/10/2025
	Paraguay

	13. [bookmark: _Hlk211242191]
	7RAF21102
	Benchmarking ICTs in Central Africa
	24/12/2024
	Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, Rwanda (Republic of)


C. Ongoing and Implemented Projects in SIDS from 2023-2025
	
	Project No
	Title
	End Date
	Countries

	1. 
	7GLO24143
	EW4All multi-stakeholder accelerator in LDCs and SIDS
(Climate Risks and Early Warning Systems - CREWS)
	07/10/2025
	Mauritius, Kiribati, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Comoros

	2. 
	7GLO24144
	Early Warnings for All (EW4All) – ITU funds to support to the implementation of the initiative
	30/09/2027
	Cape Verde, Guyana, Sao Tome and Principe

	3. 
	7GLO24146
	Second phase of the Cyber for Good Project (MSIT)
	31/12/2026
	Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Cape Verde, Comoros (Union of the), Cuba, Dominica, Dominican Rep., Fiji, Grenada, Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica, Kiribati, Maldives, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa (Independent State of), Sao Tome and Principe, Seychelles, Singapore, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tuvalu, Vanuatu.

	4. 
	7RAS24076
	Feasibility study: Addressing the special telecommunications/ICT needs of the Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSIDS)
	31/12/2025
	Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa (Independent State of), Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu

	5. 
	9GLO24137
	EW4All multi-stakeholder accelerator in LDCs and SIDS (UNDRR-Sweden funds)
	30/06/2025
	Haiti

	6. 
	9RCA24005
	Regional Regulatory Innovation for Central America – Sandbox
	31/10/2027
	Belize, Dominican Rep.

	7. 
	9STP24004
	Giga School Connectivity Project - Sao Tome and Principe
	31/12/2024
	Sao Tome and Principe

	8. 
	7GLO25151
	Her Cyber Tracks Programme Phase III
	28/02/2026
	Cape Verde, Guinea-Bissau.

	9. 
	9RAS25002
	Enhancing Digital infrastructure and affordable access to ICT services in Asia and the Pacific
	30/11/2027
	Maldives, Marshall Islands, Nauru, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu.

	10. 
	9DOM23004
	Soporte institucional al Instituto Dominicano de las Telecomunicaciones
	28/2/2025
	Dominican Republic

	11. 
	9RLA23022
	Support to the implementation of Regional Initiatives for the Americas Region
	31/10/2025
	Cuba

	12. 
	7RAS23072
	Accelerating digital transformation in Asia-Pacific
	31/07/2025
	Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu

	13. 
	7SUR23017
	National Computer Incident Response Team (CIRT) Implementation – Suriname
	28/07/2027
	Suriname

	14. 
	7GLO23133
	Boosting digital skills through Digital Transformation Centres (DTCs) - Phase 2
	14/01/2026
	Dominica, Papua New Guinea

	15. 
	9RCA24004
	Optimizing innovative finance for underserved groups to build resilience and accelerate the achievement of the SDGs in Antigua and Barbuda and St. Lucia
	31/12/2025
	Antigua & Barbuda and St. Lucia

	16. 
	7RAS23073
	Pathways to Cybersecurity in Pacific
	30/06/2026
	Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Niue, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Samoa (Independent State of), Solomon Islands, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu

	17. 
	7RAS24076
	Feasibility study: Addressing the special telecommunications/ICT needs of the Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSIDS)
	31/12/2025
	Kiribati, Solomon Islands, Tuvalu,

	18. 
	7RAF21102
	Benchmarking ICTs in Central Africa
	24/12/2024
	Sao Tome and Principe


________________
	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	Ms Archana Gulati, Deputy to the Director, Telecommunication Development Bureau

	
	Phone number:
	+41 22 730 6475

	
	E-mail:
	archana.gulati@itu.int 
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