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	Summary:
This document covers the preparations so far for the organization of the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025 (WTDC-25) that is scheduled to take place in Baku, Azerbaijan, on 17-28 November 2025.
Action required:
TDAG is invited to note this document and provide guidance as deemed necessary.
References:
N/A





1. Background
1.1 No. 141 of the ITU Constitution stipulates that there shall be a World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) between two Plenipotentiary Conferences.
1.2 Resolution 77 (Rev. Bucharest, 2022) resolves to hold the WTDC in the last quarter of 2025. 
1.3 WTDC Resolution 31 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) expresses the firm conviction that the coordination of preparations at regional level for the six regions of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) are of great benefit to Member States.
2. Place, duration, dates, and venue for WTDC
2.1 During the 2022 Plenipotentiary Conference (PP-22), the Government of Thailand sent a letter to ITU indicating its interest to host WTDC-25 in Bangkok. This letter was published as document PP-22/136.
2.2 The Government of Thailand sent a letter on 7 December 2023 indicating that it was unfortunately unable to host the conference as previously indicated. 
2.3 ITU sent letter CL-23/51 to all Member States of the Union on 19 December informing them of the situation with the hosting of WTDC-25 and inviting interested countries to contact the Secretary-General.
2.4 Further to this circular letter, Australia, Jordan, Oman, Azerbaijan, Egypt and Indonesia expressed their interest to ITU in order to obtain information on the requirements and cost to host the Development Conference. BDT provided the requested information and requested that the decision by the various Member State Administrations be communicated by 31 March 2024.
2.5 In the meantime, a booking was made at CICG in Geneva for 1-12 December 2025, which needs to be confirmed by 14 June.
2.6 On 15 March 2024, letter 3-27/2-1902/2024, was received from Azerbaijan submitting its candidacy to host WTDC-25 (please see Annex 1).
2.7 On 22 March 2024, the BDT Director replied to the Administration of Azerbaijan with letter BDT/DDR/12554 (please see Annex 2), and Azerbaijan replied to this letter on 3 April 2024 confirming its hosting proposal in Baku, for the end of November 2025 with letter 3-24/2-2278/2024 (Annex 3).
2.8 In a further letter referenced 3-27/2-2991/2024 and dated 26 April 2024, Azerbaijan indicated the exact dates proposed: 17-28 November 2025 (Annex 4).
2.9 A document is being submitted to TDAG-24 containing the draft agenda proposed for WTDC-25, for TDAG’s endorsement (document TDAG-24/24).
2.10 A document with the above place and dates, as well as with the draft agenda is being submitted to the 2024 session of Council for its approval (document C-24/30)
3 Preparations for the Conference
3.1 Negotiations with Azerbaijan on the host country agreement will start shortly. 
4 Preparatory process
4.1 As per Resolution 31, six Regional Preparatory Meetings (RPMs) are being organized in each of the six regions, back-to-back with a one-day Regional Development Forum (RDF).
RPMs seek to engage the membership in each region in the WTDC process, to encourage regional coordination before the conference. RPMs also aim to identify regional topics of interest and challenges that need to be addressed to foster the development of telecommunications/ICTs and help Member States and Sector Members set common priorities.
The dates for the RDF and RPMs in each region are as follows:
	Region
	Dates proposed by BDT
	Host country

	ARB
	3-5 February (tbc)
	

	EUR
	24-26 February
	

	ASP
	17-19 March (tbc)
	

	AMS
	31 March-2 April (tbc)
	To be determined

	AFR
	7-11 April (tbc)
	

	CIS
	23-24 April (tbc)
	


4.2 An RPM Coordination Meeting will be held on 12 May 2025, also in accordance with Resolution 31, back-to-back with the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG), which is scheduled for 12-16 May 2025, in ITU headquarters, in Geneva. 
4.3 Based on well-accepted practice during the 2017-2022 cycle and further to the good feedback from membership, two Inter-Regional Meetings (IRMs) to prepare for WTDC-25 are scheduled to take place as follows:
	IRM-1
	14-15 July 2025, Geneva, Switzerland

	IRM-2
	29-30 September 2025, Geneva, Switzerland


IRMs are open to all ITU-D membership. Member States are encouraged to include in their delegations, representatives from regulators, policy-makers, civil society, academia, Internet technical community, youth, gender equality organizations, and others.
IRM agendas are built around key discussions taking place during RPMs, and may include proposals from Member States, Sector Members, Regional Telecommunication Organizations (RTOs), BDT and other stakeholders. Discussions focus on key topics that require coordination and consensus between the different regions.
4.4 At its 2023 meeting, TDAG created two working groups to start the preparations for WTDC-25:
· TDAG Working Group on the future of Study Group Questions (TDAG-WG-futureSGQ), chaired by Dr Ahmad R. Sharafat (Iran). The Group held its first meeting on 4 March and agreed the Terms of Reference, which will be submitted to TDAG-24 for approval. The Group has also agreed a calendar of meetings to advance its work. Document TDAG-24/25 with the progress of the work is presented to the 2024 TDAG.
· TDAG Working Group on Streamlining Resolutions (TDAG-WG-StreamRes), chaired by Ms Andrea Grippa (Brazil). The Group held its first meeting on 18 April where it agreed its Terms of Reference and calendar of meetings. The ToRs will be submitted to TDAG-24 for approval. Document TDAG-24/19 with the progress of the work is presented to the 2024 TDAG meeting.
4.5 In addition to the above, TDAG may decide to create additional groups.
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	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	Mr Bruno Ramos, Deputy to the BDT Director, a.i., Telecommunication Development Bureau

	
	Phone number:
	n/a

	
	E-mail:
	bruno.ramos@itu.int 
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15.03.2024 3-27/2-1902/2024

H.E. Ms. Doreen Bogdan-Martin
Secretary-General

International Telecommunications Union (ITU)
Place des Nations

1211 Geneva 20 Switzerland
T:+4122 730 5111

Excellency,

On behalf of the Ministry of Digital Development and Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and on my own behalf, | would like to convey my best compliments to you and express our
interest in hosting the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-25) in
2025

Azerbaijan acknowledges the significant responsibility and privilege associated with hosting
such a prestigious event. We are fully committed to upholding the standards of excellence
expected of an ITU conference and ensuring a successful and productive gathering of global
stakeholders in the telecommunications sector.

Azerbaijan has made remarkable progress in advancing its telecommunication infrastructure
and policies in recent years. With a thriving telecommunications sector and a commitment to
digital inclusion, Azerbaijan is well-positioned to contribute valuable insights and perspectives
to the global discourse on telecommunication development.

As a country deeply committed to bridging the digital divide and leveraging technology for
socio-economic advancement, we believe that hosting the WTDC-25 would not only be a
testament to our dedication but also an opportunity to contribute to the global
telecommunication agenda

In light of these considerations, Azerbaijan is honored to present its candidacy to host the
WTDC-25. We are confident that our country's vibrant culture, warm hospitality, and
dedication to telecommunication development will create a conducive environment for fruitful
discussions and meaningful outcomes.

We would highly appreciate the consideration of Azerbaijan's candidacy to host the WTDC-
25, and eagerly anticipate the opportunity to engage in further discussions regarding our
candidacy.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration

Sincerely,

Rashad Nabiyev
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Ref BDT/DDR/12554 Geneva, 22 March 2024

His Excellency
Mr Rashad Nabiyev

Minister of Digital Development and Transport
Baku

Republic of Azerbaijan

Email: ~ office@mincom.gov.az

Copy:  shahin.ismayilov@mincom.gov.az
khayala pashazada@mincom.gov.az

subject:  Your letter expressing the interest of the Republic of Azerbaijan in hosting the World
‘Telecommunication Development Conference 2025

sir,

1 acknowledge receipt of your letter dated 15 March 2024 and referenced 3—27/2-1902/2024 addressed to
ITU Secretary-General Ms Doreen Bogdan-Martin expressing your Administration's interest in hosting the
World Telecommunication Development Conference 2025 (WTDC-25) and extend our gratitude to your
Administration for this offer.

Taking this opportunity, | would like to inform you that we look forward to your country hosting this important
event. We would appreciate receiving information on your proposed place and dates for hosting the World
Telecommunication Development Conference. Taking into account other ITU planned events, we propose to
hold WTDC-25 in November and preferably during the first two weeks.

Please be informed that we will provide a formal response following the deadline of 31 March, as outlined in
the BDT/DDR/12503-v2 communication dispatched on 21 February 2024 and provide our relevant Focal
Points 5o that coordination on the preparations may commence.

1 sincerely hope that your Administration would host our next World Telecommunication Development
Conference in 2025 as this would be the first time that WTDC will be hosted in the CIs region. Finally, based
‘on your proposed place and dates, we will prepare 2 document to the next Council session scheduled from 4
t0 14 June 2024.

Should you require any further information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my office at
bdtdirector@itu.int.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration.

AT b oy

‘Cosmas Luckyson Zavazava
Director

Iterational Telecommunication Union » Place des Nations » CH-1211 Geneva 20 » Switzerland
Tel #4122 730 5111 » Fax: +4122 730 5484 » E-mail: btmail @it nt » wwnw ity nt/tu-d
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03.04.2024 3-27/2-2278/2024

Dr. Cosmas Zavazava

Director of Telecommunication Development Bureau
International Telecommunications Union (ITU)

Place des Nations

1211 Geneva 20 Switzerland

T.+4122730 5111

Dear Dr. Zavazava,
I extend my best regards to you and in response to your letter of BDT/DDR/12554 dated
22 March 2024, we propose hosting the WTDC-25 in Baku at the end of November 2025

We are eagerly anticipating the opportunity to host WTDC-25 and are excited about
collaborating closely with you to make it a successful conference

Please be informed that Ms. Khayala Pashazada (T: +994125985858 (200), email
khayala.pashazada@mincom.gov.az), Head of Division of the Intemational Cooperation
Department will be our designated point of contact

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration
Sincerely,

Minister
Rashad Nabiyev
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26.04.2024 7.

H.E. Ms. Doreen Bogdan-Martin
Secretary-General

International Telecommunications Union
Place des Nations

1211 Geneva 20 Switzertand

T 44122730 5111

Your Excellency,
On behalf of the Ministry of Digital Development and Transport of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and on my own behalf, | would like to convey my best compliments to you.

| am pleased to propose hosting the upcoming World Telecommunication Development
Conference (WTDC-2025) in Baku, Azerbaijan, from November 17 to 28, 2025.

We eagerly anticipate the opportunity to welcome delegates from ITU membership to
WTDC-25 and to collaborate towards ensuring a successful conference.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Sincerely,

Rashad Nabiyev




