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1. [bookmark: Proposal]Opening of the meeting and welcome remarks
The Chair of the Second TDAG-ICG-GYS meeting, Ms. Ke Wang from China, welcomed participants and expressed gratitude for their attendance at the second meeting of the TDAG Informal Coordination Group on the Global Youth Summit (GYS) and the potential Youth Celebration to WTDC-25 (TDAG-ICG-GYS). The Chair invited Dr. Cosmas Luckyson Zavazava, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) of the ITU, to deliver his welcoming remarks.
In his remarks, the BDT Director acknowledged the TDAG Chair and the Chair of the second meeting, thanked all Delegates present, and expressed appreciation to the Government of Cuba for offering to host the ITU Global Youth Summit 2025. He also extended his gratitude to all coordinators contributing to this effort.
2. Approval of the Agenda
The Chair introduced the draft agenda for the meeting, as outlined in document TDAG-ICG-GYS/6, and invited participants to provide comments, suggestions, or requests for changes. After confirming that there were no objections or requests for modifications, the Chair declared the agenda approved as presented. 
3. Contributions submitted to TDAG-ICG-GYS
The Chair introduced the next agenda item, reviewing the contributions submitted to the group, and gave the floor to the Secretariat to present document TDAG-ICG-GYS/7 and its Annexes consisting of the Summary Report on the Regional Consultations held with Generation Connect Youth Envoys (GCYE) from all six regions towards the Global Youth Summit (GYS-25) . The report included an updated draft agenda and programme in result of the inputs received from regional consultations with GCYEs.
The Secretariat provided an overview of the recent co-creation process aimed at identifying the key ICT topics, including perspectives and challenges for youth from among the six ITU regions. It was highlighted that the inputs received through this co-creation process were developed by the regional GCYE youth, with the BDT as a facilitator to this process. It was further mentioned that previous to this exercise, as a result of sessions offered thought the Knowledge Development Programme with the support of Regional Directors and Regional Focal Points, BDT enhanced the capacities of the GCYEs in topics related to the work of ITU, the BDT, the Kigali Action Plan including related regional priorities, projects and activities. This approach aimed to ensure that inputs received from the regional youth are relevant to the ITU’s work and can be of interest to ITU members as a resource to shape national, regional, and global digital development agendas, including through platforms like WTDC-25. 
The Secretariat also informed that as a follow-up to the inputs received from the regional youth, in addition to the topics of interest of youth presented in the TDAG document 13 Annex 1, there are two additional topics, being Connectivity (Last-mile connectivity) and Cybersecurity, that were identified as priorities across several regions. Thus it was proposed that these topics also be included in the Agenda and Programme of the GYS-25.
The Chair opened the discussion on the presentation by the Secretariat and document TDAG-ICG-GYS/7 and its Annexes.
The Russian Federation provided inputs and sought clarifications regarding the Agenda of the upcoming GYS-25. They highlighted the potential to explore alternative formats to address topics such as women’s empowerment more inclusively. They emphasized the importance of fostering opportunities for all young people in technology by addressing gaps in education and social opportunities, regardless of their gender, abilities, or geographical location.
Furthermore, they noted that subjects currently discussed within ITU-D Study Groups, which they believe require fresh perspectives and innovation, could be more adequately reflected in the proposed Agenda, and indicated that they would prepare and submit a contribution for the next meeting in January 2025.
The delegations of Canada, the United States, and Lithuania, as well as the TDAG Chair, highlighted that gender disparities in ICT are a common challenge across many regions. They emphasized the importance of empowering women, particularly young women, to pursue STEM education and careers as a priority for many countries in their regions. 
In support of keeping this Agenda topic, the Secretariat indicated that the topic of young women empowerment will consider the intersectionality aspect. Thus, the approach of this topic will ensure that all young women, including those from rural, remote or Indigenous communities as well as those with disabilities are equally and equitably considered within this session.
The delegation of Saudi Arabia sought clarification regarding the outcome document of the GYS-25. The BDT Director explained that the document is expected to focus on ICT development-related topics and will be made available to Member States. Member States may use it, in whole or in part, as a contribution to Regional Preparatory Meetings or reference it in their submissions to the WTDC-25 if they wish so, provided they adhere to the submission deadlines for proper consideration. The Director emphasized that the document will be acknowledged and included in official records, as is customary for other BDT events.
The delegation of the UAE inquired about the inclusion of the topics Connectivity (Last-mile connectivity) and Cybersecurity identified during consultations with the GCYE, in an updated version of the GYS-25 agenda and programme. It was noted this had been approved by members earlier in the meeting and confirmed by the Secretariat that the two topics would be incorporated for further consideration at the extraordinary TDAG meeting in January. 
The Secretariat further indicated that an Exhibition Space is foreseen during GYS-25 which will aim to feature ICT related youth-driven projects and/or projects intended to advance youth educational and socio-economic development and empowerment. 
The membership was encouraged to submit participation requests to showcase youth-led projects from their respective countries and regions, including through the sponsorship package to be made available by BDT.
The delegations of Canada and the Russian Federation sought clarification regarding the organization of the Youth Global Celebration. The BDT Director indicated that the Youth Global Celebration is scheduled to take place prior to the official opening of the WTDC-25. He further clarified that no side events are planned during the WTDC-25 itself, considering that some delegations only consist of one or two members. 
This approach avoids potential conflicts with the work of Working Groups or Ad Hoc Groups, ensuring uninterrupted progress of the Conference.
4. Interactive discussion with Regional Representatives of Generation Connect Youth Envoys (GCYE)
This segment of the meeting facilitated interactive discussions between Member States and the young representatives. Two GCYE representatives from each ITU region presented a summary of their regional input document, highlighting the regional youth views on ICT-related topics, including challenges, opportunities and actionable solutions proposed by youth to advance the digital agenda in their respective regions. The solutions addressed key topics such as Public and Digital Infrastructure, Digital Skills, Cybersecurity, and Human-Centered AI and Innovation, with Accessibility as a priority to achieve digital inclusion for all youth, including for those youth in vulnerable situations, and more. 
Delegates expressed strong appreciation for the youth contributions. Lithuania emphasized the importance of youth perspectives, encouraging youth participation in regional meetings and highlighted their own successful interactions with GCYE-EUR as an example. The TDAG Chair praised the GCYE's excellent work, describing their input as a valuable resource for WTDC-25 preparations and invited their continued engagement. The TDAG Chair also thanked the BDT for facilitating the process and enabling the GCYE developing their regional inputs. 
Updates on the Global Youth Summit preparations 
The Secretariat highlighted the ongoing collaboration between the BDT and the Cuban Government in preparing for the ITU Global Youth Summit 2025, building on the success of previous regional events such as Accessible Americas in Cuba. It was noted that the Cuban Government has carefully selected a suitable venue in Varadero, Cuba, and has made significant progress in addressing logistical and facility requirements, with final formalities currently underway. The Secretariat emphasized the importance of collective support from ITU members, particularly to enable the participation of GCYE representatives from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS regions. The Secretariat also invited the Cuban representative to provide further updates.
The representative from Cuba reported steady progress in meeting the logistical and technical requirements, highlighted the country’s proven experience in hosting international events, and emphasized its warmth and hospitality to ensure a successful Global Youth Summit.
5. Any other business
Delegations inquired about the participation of youth, other than GCYE, in the Youth Summit. The BDT Director confirmed that Member States could sponsor and bring additional youth participants, provided the necessary registration and validation processes were followed. The event remains open to all youth delegates, with ITU registration rules in place to ensure due diligence. The Secretariat emphasized that the inclusion of additional delegates, while encouraged, would be managed within the logistical capacity of the host country.
The ITU members were informed that sponsorship packages were being developed to support participation, particularly for GCYE from underserved regions such as LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
In closing, the Chair reiterated the importance of Member States' support in securing sponsorships and ensuring the participation of Generation Connect Youth Envoys (GCYE). The Chair reminded participants of the upcoming TDAG Informal Coordination Group meetings on January 22 and February 15, 2025, as outlined in the calendar, and expressed gratitude for the collaboration and participation in the current meeting. The Secretariat committed to follow up on any action points and next steps to ensure the success of the GYS.
Next Steps:
1. GYS25 Agenda Updates:
The Secretariat will incorporate the two additional approved topics identified as of interest of youth: connectivity (last mile) and cybersecurity and present the final GYS-25 agenda for the TDAG-ICT-GYS meeting on 22 January 2025.
2. Youth Participation and Sponsorship Efforts:
The success of the GYS-25 will rely on ITU membership commitment to support this event. 
Member States are encouraged to facilitate the participation of their national GCYE and other additional youth delegates (managed within the logistical capacity of the host country). 
The BDT has developed sponsorship packages and calls upon ITU Membership to contribute to the GYS-25 sessions, Exhibition Area to showcase ICT youth-led projects and /or national and regional innovative contributions to foster youth educational and socio-economic development and much more. By considering this sponsorship offer they may also support the participation of the GCYEs, in particular of those from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS in the GYS-25 and Youth Global Celebration towards WTDC-25.
3. Preparations for the GYS25 and Global Youth Celebration in the lead of WTDC-25:
Collaboration between the BDT and the Cuban Government on logistical and facility arrangements for the GYS-25 in Varadero, Cuba, will continue, with final formalities nearing completion. The Secretariat will oversee the next steps, provide regular updates, and make every effort to coordinate the implementation of the established Agenda and Programme of the GYS-25 as well as to facilitate the development of the Youth Celebration side event, held in conjunction with the WTDC-25.
4. Calendar of Upcoming Meetings:
Two additional TDAG Informal Coordination Group meetings are scheduled for January 22 and February 15, 2025, to support finalization of GYS-25 preparations and Youth Celebration side event, held in conjunction with the WTDC-25.
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