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Contributions of the ITU Generation Connect Youth Envoys for Africa on Regional Priorities for Africa towards the Regional Preparatory Meeting (RPM) and The Global Youth Summit (GYS)
November, Addis Ababa
Introduction
African youth are vital stakeholders in shaping our continent's digital future. We welcome current initiatives at the African Union and Council of Africa levels, particularly the Youth Policy Dialogues and AU Youth Commissioner's work. ITU seeks to support the promotion of inclusive, open, fair, safe, and sustainable digital transformation that upholds human rights and empowers all communities.
 ITU Generation Connect Youth Envoys for Africa commit to fostering digital transformation by aligning with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the WSIS outcomes, and ITU’s Connect 2030 Agenda, in support of African Union's Agenda 2063. Upholding human rights in the digital space is essential, as outlined in the Global Digital Compact and UN Declaration on Future Generations, focusing on digital governance and youth engagement.
As Generation Connect Youth Envoys for Africa, we present our vision and priorities for Africa's digital transformation towards 2030. Our recommendations focus on five key pillars, which we believe encompass the key points for innovation on the continent and consider the ITU regional initiative. Our recommendations focus on Broadband Connectivity, Digital Public Infrastructure, Digital Inclusion and Innovation, Cybersecurity, and Artificial Intelligence and Emerging Technologies.” These priorities align with the Global Digital Compact, UN Declaration on Future Generations, and ITU's Connect 2030 Agenda.
1. Broadband Connectivity and Digital Infrastructure
Imagine an Africa where high-speed internet reaches the remotest villages, connectivity using various technologies, including 5G networks, power smart cities, and no one is left offline. This vision begins with infrastructure. While urban areas thrive with connectivity, too many of our rural communities remain unconnected. Women, particularly in remote areas, face additional barriers to access. Reliable power infrastructure is crucial for digital connectivity and broadband access. Digital networks, internet services, and digital technologies in general can only function effectively with a consistent electricity supply, particularly in remote areas. A steady power supply enables access to digital technologies, including online education, digital healthcare, and economic opportunities. It is a key driver for sustainable development and bridging the digital divide in Africa. Addressing these digital divides is paramount.
We advocate for a coordinated effort to establish robust and affordable digital infrastructure. This involves installing fiber-optic cables across extensive landscapes, expanding 5G networks, building mobile towers, and considering low earth orbit satellite technologies to serve underserved rural communities. Ensuring connectivity costs are accessible for everyone is crucial. Collaboration between public entities and private sector innovators will ensure all Africans are connected by 2030.
As Generation Connect Youth Envoys for Africa Region (GCYE-AFR), we believe that broadband connectivity and robust digital infrastructure are decisive for Africa’s progress. These are the building blocks for economic growth, education, and innovation. Without reliable internet access, millions of young Africans are left behind, unable to access online learning, job opportunities, or essential digital services. Investing in broadband and digital infrastructure is not just about connecting people; it is about empowering communities, driving sustainable development, and ensuring a more inclusive future for all. We must prioritize closing the digital divide to unlock the full potential of our continent.
Recommended Actions:
· Prioritize investments in broadband infrastructure (fiber optic networks, 5G, last-mile solutions).
· Develop national broadband plans and harmonize regional policies for universal access.
· Strengthen partnerships to mobilize resources for inclusive digital infrastructure.
2. Digital Public Infrastructure and Data Sovereignty
The future of public services in Africa is digital, but it must be built on trust and inclusion. We envision digital ID systems that empower rather than exclude, payment systems that work for market vendors and tech startups, and government services that are accessible to all. This infrastructure must respect our sovereignty while protecting our citizens' privacy.
We are seeing promising initiatives across the continent—from mobile money platforms transforming rural economies to e-government services reducing bureaucracy. However, we must ensure these systems work for everyone, including elderly citizens and those with limited digital literacy. Our data must be protected, our digital rights respected, and our technological sovereignty preserved.
As GCYE-AFR, we see digital public infrastructure and data sovereignty as crucial for Africa’s digital independence and growth. Building secure and accessible digital platforms enables better delivery of essential services like education, healthcare, and financial inclusion, empowering communities and fostering economic resilience. At the same time, data sovereignty ensures that Africans have control over their own data, protecting privacy and enabling local innovations tailored to our unique needs. Prioritizing these areas is vital for creating a future where Africa leads in digital transformation while safeguarding its people’s rights and resources.
Recommended Actions:
· Accelerate deployment of secure, interoperable digital public infrastructure.
· Establish data governance frameworks that protect citizens and foster responsible data exchange.
· Promote open-source principles and digital government frameworks for transparency, allowing government processes, decisions, and data openly accessible and understandable to the public
3. Digital Inclusion and Innovation
Africa's greatest asset is its youth—their creativity, resilience, and entrepreneurial spirit. We see countless young Africans developing innovative solutions to local challenges, from mobile health apps to agricultural technology platforms. Yet too many bright minds remain excluded from the digital economy due to a lack of skills, resources, or opportunities.
We advocate for a comprehensive approach to digital education and innovation. This means integrating digital skills into school curricula, establishing coding bootcamps and innovation hubs, and creating mentorship programs. Special attention must be paid to empowering girls and young women with the digital and technical tools to fully participate in our digital world, breaking down gender barriers that have kept too many talented individuals from pursuing tech careers.
Recommended Actions:
· Increase investment in digital skills training, especially for underserved communities.
· Expand innovation hubs, coding bootcamps, and youth-led incubators.
· Implement targeted initiatives to bridge the gender gap and empower women in digital careers.
4. Cybersecurity, Privacy, and Data Governance Frameworks
Cybersecurity is a critical cornerstone for a thriving digital Africa. In recent years, the rise in cyberattacks and cyber threats has underscored the urgent need for robust cybersecurity measures. The African Union Convention on Cyber Security and Personal Data Protection and national cybersecurity strategies are important steps, but more needs to be done to strengthen regional harmonization and implementation. Young Africans are disproportionately affected by cybercrime, online harassment, and digital privacy violations. 
Recommended Actions:
· Enhance cybersecurity education, focusing on youth and underserved communities, to create a workforce equipped to address digital risks.
· Develop harmonized and localized national and regional policies aligned with international standards
· Foster multistakeholder collaboration to build resilient cybersecurity frameworks, implement early warning systems, and combat misinformation.
· Support gender diversity in cybersecurity careers to promote inclusivity and representation
· Build societal resilience by improving digital literacy across all demographics
5. Artificial Intelligence and Emerging Technologies
Artificial Intelligence represents immense opportunities and significant challenges for Africa. We envision AI systems that respect our values, address our unique challenges, and amplify our capabilities. From improving healthcare diagnostics to optimizing agricultural yields, AI can accelerate Africa's development—but only if we approach it thoughtfully and ethically.
We must invest in local AI research and development, ensuring that African perspectives shape these powerful technologies. This means building AI literacy among our youth, developing local datasets that reflect our diversity, and establishing ethical frameworks that protect our communities while fostering innovation.
As youth Envoys, we believe that to fully harness the potential of AI, it’s crucial to invest in data science capacity across the continent. This includes developing robust data infrastructure, enhancing data collection and management capabilities, and fostering a culture of data-driven decision-making. By improving access to quality data, we can train AI systems to better understand Africa’s unique contexts, leading to more effective solutions.
Moreover, empowering local talent through training programs in AI and data science will ensure that African researchers, policymakers, and entrepreneurs can take the lead in AI innovation. Establishing public-private partnerships and investing in tech incubators can accelerate the development of AI applications tailored to African needs, from smart cities to digital finance.
We must also prioritize data sovereignty, ensuring that African data is controlled, stored, and utilized in ways that benefit local communities while upholding ethical standards. By combining AI with strong data governance and capacity-building efforts, Africa can create a sustainable, inclusive, and equitable digital future.
Recommended Actions:
· Develop national and regional AI governance frameworks emphasizing inclusivity and accountability.
· Build local AI research capacity and support public-private partnerships.
· Invest in infrastructure and skills to responsibly implement AI, focusing on local needs and risk mitigation.
Looking Forward
As we approach the World Telecommunications Development Conference 2025 (WTDC25) which will seek to develop an action plan for the coming 4 years, the choices we make today will determine Africa's digital future. We, the Generation Connect Youth Envoys for Africa, commit to being active partners in this digital transformation. Our vision is ambitious but achievable—an Africa where digital technology empowers every citizen, innovation flourishes, and our digital infrastructure serves as a foundation for sustainable development.
This is not just about technology; it's about people. It's about ensuring that the grandmother in a remote village can access healthcare through her mobile phone, that the young entrepreneur in a small town can reach global markets, and that the schoolchild in a rural area can access world-class educational resources.
As young people, we believe our perspective is crucial in shaping the digital future of Africa because we are the ones who will live with the impact of today’s decisions. We bring fresh ideas, understand emerging technologies, and have the passion to drive change. Including youth voices ensures that the digital solutions we build are innovative, inclusive, and aligned with the needs and aspirations of our generation.
Together, we can build a digital Africa that leads rather than follows, innovates rather than imitates, and ensures no one is left behind in our digital future. The journey ahead is challenging, but we can realize this vision of a digitally empowered Africa with collaboration, commitment, and courage.
This contribution document represents the collective voice of Africa's youth, articulated through the ITU Generation Connect Youth Envoys for Africa. We stand ready to partner, innovate, and lead in building Africa's digital future.
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