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1. [bookmark: Proposal]Opening of the meeting and welcome remarks
[bookmark: _Hlk178245078]The Chair of the first TDAG-ICG-GYS meeting, Ms Agustina Brizio, from Argentina, welcomed participants, expressing gratitude for their attendance at the first meeting of the TDAG Informal Coordination Group on the Global Youth Summit (GYS) and the potential Youth Celebration to WTDC-25 (TDAG-ICG-GYS). The Chair invited Dr Cosmas Luckyson Zavazava, Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) of the ITU, to deliver his welcoming remarks. 
In his remarks, the BDT Director acknowledged the TDAG Chair and the Chair of the inaugural meeting, as well as the other Coordinators of the Group: Ms Ke Wang (China), Mr Abdoulkarim Oloyede (Nigeria), and Ms Shahad Albalawi (Saudi Arabia), highlighting their leadership role in coordinating the group's efforts. He outlined the upcoming sessions, two scheduled for 2024 (September and December) and two for 2025 (January and February) and invited the Group to contribute their ideas and expertise towards a meaningful GYS and a possible Youth Celebration the day before WTDC-25. The BDT Director emphasized that GYS will aim to provide an outcome report for information to ITU members to inspire them and facilitate the incorporation of youth perspectives in the planning of WTDC-25, as deemed appropriate by Member States. He further called on the Group to engage with ITU members to join the BDT effort to secure sponsorships, particularly for youth participants from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS, to make these events a life changing and impactful experience for young people. He concluded by encouraging collaboration among members to ensure the success of these upcoming events.
2. Approval of the Agenda
The Chair of TDAG-ICG-GYS introduced the draft agenda for the meeting, as outlined in document TDAG-ICG-GYS/1, and invited participants to provide comments, suggestions, or requests for changes. After confirming that there were no objections or requests for modifications, the Chair declared the agenda approved as presented. 
3. Contributions submitted to TDAG-ICG-GYS
The Chair of TDAG-ICG-GYS introduced the next agenda item, reviewing the contributions submitted to the group, including the draft terms of reference (TDAG-ICG-GYS/2). The Chair provided an overview of the terms of reference, emphasizing that the group would focus on supporting the GYS and a possible Youth Celebration at WTDC 25, encouraging contributions from all ITU-D members and highlighting that the group is open to all ITU-D membership, preferably youth representatives.
Discussions followed, with participants invited to provide feedback.
The Russian Federation raised several points of clarification and proposed edits to the draft terms of reference. It was suggested restructuring the document to enhance clarity, particularly regarding the group’s role in these events. The United Kingdom supported the Russian Federation’s proposals, specifically the deletion of certain provisions deemed out of scope. 
As a result of these discussions, participants agreed to revise the TOR as indicated in Annex 1, with proposed modifications being aimed at ensuring alignment with the goals of this Informal Coordination Group.
The BDT Director clarified that while the GYS aims to produce an outcome document for information to all ITU Member States in case they wish to incorporate all or part of it in their respective contributions to Regional Preparatory Meetings, the possible Youth Celebration at WTDC-25 is intended to be a social event to celebrate youth. 
Further clarifications were provided by the Chair with respect to the (virtual) extraordinary TDAG meeting recalling that consensus was reached at TDAG on the need to have such a meeting to allow the informal group to report back to TDAG and for the TDAG extraordinary meeting to approve the outcomes of the group and the formal contribution. Thus the main purpose of the extra-ordinary meeting of TDAG is to give an opportunity for the ICG-GYS to report on the progress and outcomes on the nature of the Summit that will be held since the next TDAG will be held after the Summit. The group, she highlighted, will hold several meetings before March 2025. The BDT Director noted that, following guidance from the group, the Secretariat stands ready to organize the extraordinary meeting of TDAG, and indicated that the date would likely be in January 2025. 
The Chair further introduced the proposed calendar of meetings and chair rotation for the TDAG Informal Coordination Group on the GYS and the possible Youth Celebration at WTDC-25, as detailed in document TDAG-ICG-GYS/3. The calendar outlines four scheduled meetings, each chaired by one of the four Coordinators. The Chair confirmed that the dates and rotation of the Chair role had been coordinated with all relevant parties. With no objections or suggestions from the floor, the proposed schedule was accepted.
4. Updates on the Global Youth Summit preparations 
The Secretariat provided an update on the preparations for the GYS, indicating that the Government of Cuba offered to host it from 11-13 March 2025. The Secretariat shared that negotiations with the host country are progressing well, aiming to ensure a meaningful and life-changing event for participants. It was further indicated that efforts are underway to also ensure a Youth Celebration at WTDC-25 in Azerbaijan. The presentation highlighted the longstanding commitment of ITU to youth empowerment, emphasizing key initiatives to ensure digital inclusion for youth through access to, use and knowledge of ICTs, as well as through scholarships, internships and mentoring programs for young people. The presentation also focused on the involvement of the Generation Connect Youth Envoys (GCYE) – composed by 184 young women and men, noting their gender-balanced composition and presence across all six ITU regions, in discussions about ICT-related challenges and opportunities. The Secretariat emphasized the need to secure sponsorships and fellowships to support GCYE participation in particular from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS, and called for the group’s input including to identify inspirational keynote speakers to contribute to the agenda.
The Chair opened the discussion on the presentation by the Secretariat and document TDAG-ICG-GYS/4(Rev.1)-E (background paper). 
The delegate from Russian Federation thanked the Secretariat for the presentation and emphasized the importance of focusing the Summit’s agenda and programme on ICT related topics  relevant to youth, ensuring a holistic and intersectional approach, involving Study Group Chairs and Vice-Chairs in the Intergenerational dialogue, and including broader topics such as digital economy related policies and strategies to ensure a more comprehensive approach and alignment with ITU and in particular BDT mandates, work and objectives. 
The delegate from Saudi Arabia further emphasized that the primary purpose of the GYS is to gather input from young people that can be integrated into WTDC-25 discussions. They suggested to guide the youth toward GYS agenda topics that are aligned with the ITU and BDT digital development agenda, to ensure that the Summit’s outcomes are both pertinent and actionable for WTDC 25 and avoid topics which are not relevant.
The delegate from Lithuania supported the BDT proposal to improve the agenda and programme of the GYS through a co-creation and validation process with the GCYE community. These adjustments aim to incorporate youth ICT-related views related to their topics of interest and requirements to enhance their educational and socio-economic participation in the digital ecosystem. The delegate emphasized the importance of having a clear work plan and goals for the Group, ensuring that each meeting contributes to making progress toward these objectives, which can be reported on further. Finally, the delegate proposed to ensure feedback from the GCYE community on potential keynote speakers, suggesting that this would increase the relevance of the Summit for them. 
Additionally, several delegates supported the BDT Director’s call to Membership, to support participation of their national GCYE at the GYS, as well as, where possible, GCYE from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS.
In response to comments from the members of the group, the Secretariat clarified that the draft agenda for the Summit was initially presented at the last TDAG meeting and that it remains a working document subject to co-creation with the GCYE. The Secretariat also highlighted that many of the proposed topics were identified through previous consultations with the GCYE and aligned with ITU and BDT broader digital development agenda. They encouraged Member States to continue submitting feedback to refine the agenda and emphasized that the Summit’s final program would reflect both youth interests and the BDT mandate, work and priorities.
The Secretariat also addressed comments about the co-creation process, highlighting that the GCYE will be actively engaged in shaping the agenda. Furthermore, regional consultations will be organized, and the Secretariat is working closely with regional directors and focal points to ensure that GCYE from all regions are involved in these discussions.
Regarding the call for sponsorships, the Secretariat confirmed that efforts will be made to secure funding to support the participation of youth from underrepresented regions. They encouraged Member States to contribute to these efforts, either through direct sponsorship or by identifying potential partners who could support the GCYE participation in these events.
Next Steps:
a) Documents and contributions: The group agreed on the importance of having the TDAG-ICG-GYS documents made available in advance of meetings to foster productive discussions and enable members to prepare meaningful contributions. 
b) Virtual extraordinary TDAG meeting: Following the group's guidance, the Secretariat is prepared to organize the extraordinary TDAG meeting, likely scheduled for January 2025.
c) ICT-focused GYS Agenda and Programme: There was broad consensus that the agenda for the GYS should remain focused on ICT-related topics, of interest to youth, that are aligned with ITU and BDT mandate and the WTDC’s objectives. Participants agreed to provide further input on specific topics, with an emphasis on ensuring that the agenda and programme reflects ICT related priorities for youth. The discussions underscored the importance of maintaining a youth-centred approach to the Summit’s preparations, while ensuring alignment with ITU’s and BDT mandate and work.
d) Co-Creation process with GCYE: The group reaffirmed the importance of the co-creation process, with GCYE playing a central role in shaping the final agenda. The Secretariat committed to consulting with the GCYE cohort and incorporating their feedback into the next iteration of the agenda and programme, which would be presented at the Group’s December meeting.
e) Sponsorship and Fellowships support: The group acknowledged the need for sponsorships to support the participation of national GCYE as well as those from LDCs, LLDCs, and SIDS. Member States were encouraged to assist in this effort including though securing sponsorships, either directly or through identifying potential donors.
f) Regional Engagement: It was noted that ITU regional offices would play a key role in ensuring that GCYE from all regions will be engaged in the GYS agenda and programme co-creation process. The Secretariat will continue to coordinate with regional directors and regional youth focal points to facilitate these consultations.
g) Next TDAG-ICG-GYS Meeting: The next meeting is scheduled for 6 December 2024.
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	Terms of Reference:
To follow up interest expressed by ITU Members to contribute their expertise and ideas to organize a successful Global Youth Summit and possible Youth Celebration, the coordination group will consider the input documents on the Global Youth Summit and Youth Celebration presented at TDAG-2024 and provide advice to the BDT Director on the scope and programme of both events.
The group is open to all ITU-D membership, preferably youth representatives.
The group will work virtually and report to the next extraordinary meeting of TDAG.
Composition of the Informal Coordination Group:
The coordinators of the informal group are Ms Agustina BRIZIO from Argentina, Ms Ke WANG from China, Mr Abdoulkarim OLOYEDE from Nigeria, and Ms Shahad ALBALAWI from Saudi Arabia.
_______________


_______________
	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity: 
	Ms Agustina Brizio, Chair, TDAG-ICG-GYS, Argentina

	
	Phone number:
	n/a

	
	E-mail:
	brizioagustina@gmail.com
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