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Introduction
The Regional Preparatory Meeting for WTDC-25 for Arab Region (RPM-ARB) was organized by the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) of the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), from 4 to 5 February 2025 in Amman, Jordan, and hosted by the Telecommunication Regulatory Commission of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
The objective of RPM-ARB was to identify and align priorities at the regional level for the development of telecommunications and information and communication technologies (ICTs), taking into account contributions submitted by Member States and ITU-D Sector Members from the region. 
The meeting concluded with a set of proposals on priority issues that will serve as a basis for the formulation of contributions to the World Telecommunication Development Conference, to be held in Baku, Azerbaijan, from 17 to 28 November 2025, and will consider the ITU-D activities to be carried out over the next four-year period (2025-2028).
This report gives an account of the work and results of the RPM-ARB. 
Participation
The meeting was attended by 89 participants, including 54 delegates representing 16 Member States from the Arab States region, 3 from Resolution 99, 6 participants from ITU-D Sector Members, 8 participants representing 7 Observer Member States, 5 participants representing Observer ITU-D Sector Members and 1 participant from Academia. There were 32 female and 57 male participants.
The final list of participants is published in  Document 19(Rev.1).
1. Opening ceremony
The opening ceremony included several high-level interventions, all of which are posted on the RPM-ARB website. The speakers of the opening ceremony highlighted the following in their opening remarks: 
· H.E. Eng. Bassam AlSarhan, Chair of the Telecommunication Regulatory Commission of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan highlighted the critical role of ICTs in driving sustainable development amid rapid digital transformation. The meeting, he said, aims to address the persistent digital divide and ensure the Arab region’s priorities—such as reassessing regional goals, strengthening international partnerships, and advocating for policies aligned with Arab aspirations—are integrated into the global agenda. He urged delegates to actively participate in shaping inclusive outcomes, particularly in bridging connectivity gaps, building capacities, and securing tailored funding. He celebrated the region’s legacy of innovation and collaboration and expressed confidence in its ability to overcome challenges and contribute to a more inclusive digital future. Finally, he thanked the ITU and participants for their commitment and called on participants to seize this opportunity to create impactful outcomes benefiting both the Arab region and the global telecommunications community.
· Dr. Cosmas Luckyson Zavazava, Director of the ITU Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT Director), expressed his gratitude to Jordan’s Telecommunications Regulatory Commission for hosting the event and commended Jordan’s digital development projects. He emphasized the importance of the meeting in shaping the Arab States’ position ahead of the World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC-25) in Baku, Azerbaijan, where new Regional Initiatives will be adopted to advance sustainable digital transformation and universal connectivity. The BDT Director celebrated the ITU’s global impact in 2024, including in the implementation of the Kigali Action Plan. He also noted the Arab region’s significant ICT achievements such as digital transformation in least-developed countries, life-saving emergency telecommunications plans, and initiatives promoting digital inclusion and innovation. He also mentioned the upcoming Accessible Arab Region event in Jordan, the Arab Innovation and Entrepreneurship Network, and the region’s progress in cybersecurity and immersive technologies. He called for collaborative efforts to ensure inclusive and impactful digital development, setting the stage for meaningful contributions at WTDC-25 and beyond. BDT Director’s opening remarks can be found through the link.
· Mr Muath Alrumayh, representing the League of Arab States (LAS), reiterated the pivotal role of the Arab Group in global ICT conferences, particularly in shaping outcomes aligned with the aspirations of developing countries. He detailed the preparatory efforts for WTDC-25, including the establishment of specialized teams focused on connectivity, resource mobilization, and emerging technologies such as AI and space telecommunications.
· Mr Khalid Wali, Director of the ICT Department at LAS, extended his gratitude to Jordan and the ITU for their efforts in organizing the event. He underscored the Arab Group's significant contributions to previous international conferences and expressed optimism for continued impactful participation in upcoming events. He stressed the importance of addressing the digital divide and leveraging emerging technologies to foster regional development.
2. Election of the Chair and Vice-Chairs
Following consultations in the region, H.E Dr. Nooh Alshyab, Commissioner in the Telecommunication Regulatory Commission of Jordan, was unanimously elected as the Chair of RPM-ARB. 
The meeting also endorsed the proposal for the four Vice-Chairs of RPM-ARB:
· Mr Muath S. ALRUMAYH, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
· Mr Abdulla Bin Khadiya, United Arab Emirates (UAE)
· Mr Fayçal Bayouli, Republic of Tunisia
· Mr Ahmed Said, Republic of Egypt
3. Approval of the agenda
The meeting approved the agenda as presented in Document 1(Rev.3). 
4. Approval of the time management plan
The secretariat noted that RPM-ARB had received 18 documents: 10 from Member States and ITU-D Sector Members, 4 from the secretariat and 4 from the TDAG working groups. All the meeting documents are available on the RPM document management website.
Having examined all related meeting documents, the meeting adopted the proposed draft time management plan - Document DT/1(Rev.1). 
5. Report on the implementation of the WTDC-22 Kigali Action Plan (including the Regional Initiatives) and Presentation on State of Digital Development and Trends in the Arab States: Challenges and opportunities
Document 2(Rev.2): The document titled “Reporting on the implementation of the WTDC-22 Kigali Action Plan (including regional initiatives)” was presented by the Secretariat.
The report summarizes the implementation of the Kigali Action Plan (KAP) between May and December 2024, showcasing progress in telecommunications and ICT development across regions. Key outcomes include enhanced global emergency telecommunications capabilities, with Member States supported in building early warning systems under the EW4ALL initiative. The report also highlights collaborative efforts with international organizations and local stakeholders to develop National Emergency Telecommunication Plans (NETPs) in countries such as Djibouti, Mauritania, and Somalia. Additionally, initiatives in infrastructure mapping, spectrum management, and broadband development were pivotal in addressing ICT connectivity gaps and improving infrastructure resilience.
The document emphasizes capacity-building efforts, such as workshops and training on digital skills and ICT policy, targeting diverse groups including women, youth, and underserved communities. It reports significant strides in fostering digital innovation ecosystems, advancing regulatory frameworks, and promoting sustainable development through digital transformation projects. The report calls for strengthened collaboration, tailored strategies, and investment in emerging technologies to address persistent disparities and ensure inclusive connectivity aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).
Regional initiatives are the five priority areas that were elaborated and agreed by the Members of the Arab region and approved by WTDC-22 and are described in the Kigali Action Plan. 
The ITU regional initiatives for the Arab region are as follows: 
· ARB1: Sustainable digital economy through digital transformation
· ARB2: Enhancing confidence, security and privacy in the use of telecommunications/information and communication technologies in the era of new and emerging digital technologies
· ARB3: Developing digital infrastructure for smart sustainable cities and communities
· ARB4: Building capacities and encouraging digital innovation, entrepreneurship and future foresight
· ARB5: Developing means of digital regulation
During the discussion, the Secretariat clarified that a more in-depth analysis of the achievements and gaps in implementing the Regional Initiatives could be conducted in partnership with membership. 
Moreover, membership is invited to contribute financially and in-kind to the implementation of future Regional Initiatives as financing them during the current period was found to be a challenge. Furthermore, membership is also invited to engage in the formulation of the new Regional Initiatives to be adopted at the WTDC-25 with the goal of making sure that they are inclusive of the needs in all countries of the region. Current ongoing projects will continue in accordance with their time plans. 
The presentation of the document was followed with a video that showcased the impact of work done by the ITU. 
The RPM-ARB took note of document 2 with appreciation.
Document 3(Rev.2): The document titled “State of digital development and trends in the Arab States: challenges and opportunities” was presented by the Secretariat.
The document informs participants and stakeholders in setting the region’s digital agenda. The document is structured in two parts: the first part provides an overview of the state of digital connectivity in the Arab States through key indicators, and the second part highlights impactful case studies from the region.
The report highlights the region’s progress in mobile and fixed broadband coverage while drawing attention to barriers such as affordability, lack of awareness, and limited ICT skills. Persistent digital divides across geographic groups, by gender and between rural and urban areas still affect Internet access and ICT ownership. 
The report also highlights case studies about initiatives implemented with the support from ITU in the region. 
The report highlights the importance of universal and meaningful connectivity as a policy imperative, underlining the importance of investing in data and stronger regulations to bridge digital divides and realize the region’s digital transformation.
The presentation can be accessed through the link.
The RPM-ARB took note of document 3 with appreciation.
6. Report on the decisions of other ITU Conferences, Assemblies and meetings related to ITU-D work
Document 4: The document titled “Report on the decisions of other ITU Conferences, Assemblies and meetings related to ITU-D work” was presented by the Secretariat under this agenda item.
The document summarizes key decisions from WTSA-24, RA-23, and WRC-23, with a focus on their relevance to the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D). It aims to inform the meeting, as well as the other Regional Preparatory Meetings (RPMs) about these outcomes, inviting member states to review such outcomes and ensure alignment of WTDC 25 outcomes and resolutions with those adopted at WRC23 and WTSA 24 
Document 4 encompasses two Annexes: Document 4 Addendum 1(Rev.1) which provides details on the outcomes of WTSA-24 held in New Delhi from 15 to 24 October 2024, and Document 4 Addendum 2 which provides details of the outcomes of the Radiocommunication Assembly 2023 (RA-23), the World Radiocommunication Conference 2023 (WRC-23), and the first session of the Conference Preparatory Meeting (CPM27-1) for WRC-27, all held in Dubai, UAE. Both annexes were presented by the Secretariat as part of Doc 4.
The RPM-ARB took note of document 4 and its addenda with appreciation.
7. Preparations for WTDC-25
7.1. Preliminary draft ITU-D contribution to the ITU Strategic Plan, and draft Action Plan
Document 8: The document titled “Report on progress of the TDAG Working Group on the ITU-D Priorities” was presented by Ms Inga Rimkevičienė, Chair of TDAG Working Group on the ITU-D Priorities.
In her presentation, Ms Rimkevičienė provided an overview of the progress report outlined in document 8. She highlighted the group’s mandate to analyse and align ITU-D priorities with global development goals and to propose recommendations for the Baku Action Plan for WTDC-25. 
The presentation emphasized the work of the group as of today, including the meetings held so far and the discussions related to the Chair’s proposal. Ms Rimkevičienė provided indications on the next steps to be undertaken by the group toward the elaboration of the final deliverable, to be submitted at TDAG 2025.
The presentation can be accessed through the link. 
The RPM-ARB took note of document 8 with appreciation.
7.2. Future Study Group questions
Document 5(Rev.1): The document titled “Progress report on the work of the TDAG-WG-futureSGQ” was presented by Dr. Ahmed Sharafat, Chair of the TDAG Working Group on Future Study Group Questions. 
He presented the report on the Group’s progress and outlined the Working Group’s key objectives, including evaluating the relevance of current study questions, proposing new topics, and ensuring alignment with ITU-D priorities. The report details the methodology employed, such as stakeholder consultations through online questionnaires, which revealed significant interest in topics like broadband development, cybersecurity, and smart cities. 
Dr. Sharafat emphasized the consolidation of study questions to enhance efficiency, noting the planned mergers of related topics while ensuring inclusivity within management teams. He also highlighted the importance of contributions from Member States and Regional Groups, mentioning that the League of Arab States had appointed Mr Makhlouf as their focal point to represent regional perspectives in upcoming discussions.
The presentation can be accessed through the link. 
The Chair concluded by encouraging continued contributions to ensure that the final document reflects diverse regional insights, with the outcomes set to be presented at the upcoming WTDC.
The RPM-ARB took note of document 5 with appreciation.
7.3. Preliminary draft WTDC-25 Declaration
Document 7: The document titled “Report on progress of the TDAG Working Group on the Declaration” was presented by Dr. Abdulkarim Oloyede, Chair of the TDAG Working Group on the WTDC Declaration, who gave a progress report on the work of the Group, including meetings held. Dr. Oloyede informed on the proposed theme, “Universal, meaningful and affordable connectivity for an inclusive and sustainable digital future,” and highlighted the Declaration’s proposed structure, focusing on four key sections: Introduction, “We declare”, “We commit”, and “Call to action”. 
He underlined the inclusive approach taken, with active engagement from Regional Groups, and encouraged Member States to contribute actively to upcoming meetings, particularly in preparation for the TDAG session in May 2025.
Some participants stressed the importance of ensuring coordination between the TDAG WG on ITU-D priorities and the TDAG WG on the Declaration to avoid duplication and enhance the coherence of outcomes. 
Dr. Oloyede and the BDT Director reaffirmed that mechanisms were in place to ensure coordination and encouraged Member States to submit contributions. The BDT Director further reiterated ITU’s commitment to maintaining transparency and member-driven processes.
The presentation can be accessed through the link. 
The RPM-ARB took note of document 7 with appreciation.
7.4. Rules of procedure of ITU-D (WTDC Resolution 1)
There was no specific contribution under this agenda item therefore this agenda item was considered within the discussions under agenda item 7.5 which focused on the streamlining of WTDC Resolutions.
7.5. [bookmark: _Hlt189563837]Streamlining WTDC Resolutions
Document 6: The document titled “Progress report on the work of the TDAG-WG-SR” was presented by Ms Blanca Gonzalez, Vice Chair of TDAG-WG- Streamlining Resolution. She presented the Group’s progress report on behalf of the Chair, Ms Andrea Grippa. Ms Gonzalez outlined the Working Group’s activities, highlighting the four meetings held to date, which focused on reviewing existing WTDC resolutions and identifying opportunities to enhance their coherence and relevance. She explained the adopted approach of clustering resolutions into thematic groups, with designated volunteers coordinating the review process for each cluster. The next meeting is scheduled for March 26, with a follow-up in May to finalize recommendations for TDAG.
The presentation can be accessed through the link. 
Participants expressed their appreciation for the Working Group’s efforts to ensure efficiency and reduce redundancy across resolutions. Sudan volunteered to coordinate the cluster on connectivity, demonstrating active regional engagement.
RPM-ARB took note of document 6 with appreciation.
8. Priority setting for Regional Initiatives, related projects and financing mechanisms 
The Chair of the RPM-ARB invited the contributors to present their inputs on regional initiatives. The following contributions were presented: 
Contributions presented by Sudan
Document 9: The document titled “Strengthening Emergency Telecommunications and Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (MHEWS) in the Arab Region” was introduced by Sudan. The document proposes a new regional initiative to enhance emergency telecommunications and the implementation of Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (MHEWS) in the Arab region. 
This initiative will focus on building resilient infrastructure and enabling rapid communication capabilities to ensure effective disaster response, reduce vulnerabilities, and increase resilience to natural and man-made disasters. The initiative aims to improve early warning systems, enhance crisis communication, and strengthen regional cooperation in emergency preparation and response. 
Document 10: The document titled “Enhancing Connectivity and Broadband Infrastructure for Least Developed Countries (LDCs) in the Arab Region” was introduced by Sudan. The document contains a proposal for a Regional Initiative aimed at providing focused support to LDCs in the Arab region towards establishing meaningful connectivity and expanding broadband infrastructure, also including support in policy and regulation, capacity building and other related areas. 
This initiative seeks to empower LDCs by ensuring affordable and accessible telecommunications services, bridging the digital divide, and fostering inclusive digital transformation that supports sustainable economic and social development. The proposed Regional Initiative is aligned with the Doha Programme of Action for the LDCs for the Decade 2022-2031. 
The Chair thanked Sudan for the contributions and reminded the RPM that the League of Arab States will be holding a meeting for the Working Group to Prepare for WTDC on the 6th of February 2025 in Amman, Jordan, and suggested that they consider these documents in their meeting and preparations for WTDC.
RPM-ARB took note of documents 9 and 10 with appreciation.
Contributions presented by Jordan
Document 11: The document titled “Proposal for New Regional Initiatives - Legal and regulatory framework for Non-Terrestrial Networks (NTN) in Arab Region: Overcoming Challenges” was introduced by Jordan. Non-Terrestrial Networks (NTNs) represent a transformative solution to bridge the digital divide, particularly in rural and underserved areas. However, integrating NTNs with terrestrial networks presents significant regulatory, technical, and operational challenges. Jordan's submission addresses these challenges, highlights the socio-economic benefits, and provides actionable recommendations for Arab States, leveraging ITU frameworks. 
By adopting these frameworks, tailoring solutions to regional needs, fostering collaboration, and implementing effective regulatory measures, the region can unlock the full potential of NTNs, ensuring universal connectivity and driving sustainable socio-economic development. 
Document 12: The document titled “Proposal for New Regional Initiative - Enhancing emergency telecommunications preparedness in the Arab Region” was introduced by Jordan. The goal is to enhance regional resilience ensuring robust, inclusive and accessible communication systems for disaster prone areas by developing a National Emergency Telecommunication Plan (NETP), deploy Multi-Hazard Early Warning Systems (MHEWS) including Cell Broadcast (CB)implementation and leverage portable satellite broadband solutions and LEO networks. Additionally, resilience should be strengthened by developing national and regional Tabletop simulation exercises (TTX).
Document 14: The document titled “Proposal for regional initiative related to strengthening regional and international cooperation” was introduced by Jordan. The document contains a proposal to adopt a unified regulatory framework to grant common type approval within the Arab region and conduct electronic integration between concerned countries to exchange knowledge, information and approvals and at the same time exchanging information on counterfeit and cloned equipment. This is in implementation of the Arab Regional Initiative 5 titled “Developing means of digital regulation”.
The Chair noted that Document 16 entitled “Leveraging satellite broadband for disaster recovery and backhaul connectivity” was a duplicate to document 12 and hence was deleted. 
Document 17: The document titled “Strengthening broadband mapping and visualization” was introduced by Jordan. Jordan is proposing a new initiative to adopt and implement ITU Recommendation E.813, which focuses on mapping and visualization strategies for assessing connectivity. This initiative aims to evaluate user connectivity to telecommunication services in a multi-dimensional manner, identifying underserved and unserved areas to determine necessary interventions. Additionally, it involves sharing use cases for mapping systems and developing a Connectivity Index (CI) methodology using various data tools, including performance, coverage, telecom infrastructure, consumer behavior, and socio-economic factors. These mapping systems can benefit stakeholders by accelerating infrastructure deployment, resolving quality of service issues, providing informed choices to end users, and improving transparency and governance. 
The BDT Director highlighted the importance of partnership building for broadband growth, emphasizing the need to facilitate sustainable and impactful investments in high-speed, high-quality digital infrastructure. He mentioned key areas such as human capacity development through training programs and workshops designed to enhance local skills and expertise. 
Additionally, he underscored the role of regulatory and policy support in encouraging investment and fostering a conducive environment for digital growth. The BDT Director provided that such Regional Initiatives are pivotal in empowering Least Developed Countries (LDCs), equipping them with the necessary tools to thrive in the digital age, and driving inclusive digital transformation across the Arab Region.
The Chair thanked Jordan for the contributions and reminded the RPM the that the League of Arab States will be holding a meeting for the Working Group to Prepare for WTDC on the 6th of February 2025 in Amman, Jordan and suggested that these documents be considered in this meeting and other future preparations for WTDC.
RPM-ARB took note of documents 11, 12, 14 and 17 with appreciation.
Document 13: The document titled “Draft revision to Resolution 40 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) and draft revision to Resolution 63 (Rev. Kigali, 2022)” was introduced by Jordan. Jordan proposes amendments to Resolution 40 and Resolution 63 to enhance capacity-building initiatives and support IPv6 deployment. The amendments to Resolution 40 include the development of a specialized center for emerging technologies such as AI and blockchain, focusing on unified digital literacy curricula for women, youth, and persons with disabilities, as well as capacity-building programs and regulatory recommendations. Additionally, a specialized center for persons with disabilities will be established to set best practices for their development.
The amendments to Resolution 63 emphasize the importance of providing technical and managerial assistance for IPv6 deployment, specifying ways to request assistance, measure progress, and share best practices. Guidelines will also be developed to adjust organizational frameworks and policies for IPv6 deployment in cooperation with relevant international and regional organizations.
Document 15: The document titled “Draft revision to Resolution 8 (Rev. Kigali, 2022) - Collection and dissemination of information and statistics” was introduced by Jordan. The document introduces a proposal to modify WTDC Resolution 8. Specifically, the proposal requests to update ITU’s methodological guides on ICT statistics more frequently, develop an interactive web-based tool for ICT indicator definitions in six languages, and provide technical assistance to Member States for implementing national-level ICT data dissemination tools.
RPM-ARB took note of documents 13 and 15 with appreciation.
Contribution presented by UAE
Document 18: The document titled “Proposal for the new ITU Arab Regional Priorities 2026-2028” was introduced by the United Arab Emirates. The Telecommunications and Digital Government Regulatory Authority (TDRA), UAE, conducted a Regional Workshop in Collaboration with the ITU focusing on curating a set of Arab Regional Priorities for the next cycle of 2026-2028. The outcome document of this Workshop presents a draft proposal for the new Regional Initiatives for member states’ consideration. 
The Chair thanked the United Arab Emirates for the contribution. 
Moreover, the Chair thanked the membership for the contributions received and expressed his appreciation of efforts of the ITU Arab Regional office to inform the discussions regarding regional priorities using innovative ideations methodologies as presented through the I-CoDI platform. Furthermore, he referenced the information document (Document INF/1) on Regional Initiatives for the 2023-2025 Cycle and Vision for WTDC-25.
In discussing the Regional Initiatives for the Arab States region for the years 2026-2029, participants acknowledged the significant contributions made by Member States during the meeting. 
The contributions also included six regional priorities that will further be discussed and refined so that they can be submitted as Regional Initiatives to WTDC for consideration and adoption. 
The six regional priorities are:
1. Sector Specific Transformation: Sustainable Digital Futures
2. Infrastructure and connectivity
3. Fostering Economic Development and Digital Inclusion
4. Skills Development & Job Creation
5. Advancing Cyber Resilience in the Arab World
6. Innovation Ecosystems and Emerging Tech
He also reminded the RPM that the League of Arab States will be holding a meeting for the Working Group to Prepare for WTDC on the 6th of February 2025 in Amman, Jordan and suggested that they consider these documents in their meeting and preparations for WTDC.
RPM-ARB took note of document 18 with appreciation.
RPM-ARB approved the suggested way forward that the League of Arab States Arab Preparatory Working Group for WTDC-25 consider in their work contributions received in the RPM-ARB, specifically under agenda items 5 and 8 with the view to elaborate and enhance the Arab regional initiatives. 
9. Any Other Business
The following items were addressed in this agenda item: 
· The Regional Development Forum 2025 (RDF) Outcome Report was presented.
RPM-ARB took note of the RDF Outcome Report to be added as an information document to the RPM and published online (INF/7).
· The WTDC-25 RPM Mobile Application was presented as a tool to facilitate sharing of information and documents pertaining to the RPMs 
RPM-ARB took note of this information. 
10. Closing ceremony
The closing ceremony of the RPM-ARB for WTDC-25 was marked by the closing remarks from the BDT Director, Dr. Cosmas Luckyson Zavazava, and the RPM Chair, Dr. Nooh Alshyab. 
In his address, the BDT Director expressed heartfelt gratitude to all participants for their invaluable contributions and active engagement throughout the meeting. He highlighted that beyond achieving the formal objectives of the Regional Development Forum (RDF) and RPM, the event fostered strong professional relationships and friendships. Emphasizing the importance of regional coherence, Dr. Zavazava praised the delegates for developing draft regional initiatives that reflect the diverse needs of the Arab Region. He underscored the role of ICT as a transformative tool to improve lives, stressing the need for human-centric development that addresses digital inclusion, cybersecurity, and the digital skills gap. He commended the collective efforts of stakeholders, the continuous support from donors, and the dedication of working groups who contributed to the event’s success.
Following Dr. Zavazava’s remarks, Dr. Nooh Alshyab delivered his closing address, expressing appreciation to the ITU, Member States, and all participants for their commitment and collaborative spirit. Reflecting on the sense of unity and shared purpose that defined the meeting, he emphasized that the contributions extended beyond regional interests to serve humanity at large. Dr. Alshyab highlighted the key priorities identified during the sessions. He commended the constructive discussions that took place, noting the absence of discord and the shared vision for a digitally inclusive future. His remarks reinforced the importance of continued cooperation to achieve the common goals outlined during the forum.
As part of the ceremony, two certificates of appreciation were awarded. The first was presented to the League of Arab States for its significant role in supporting regional ICT development initiatives. The second certificate was awarded to Dr. Nooh Alshyab, the RPM Chair, in recognition of his leadership and dedication throughout the RPM-ARB.
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