Telecommunication
Development Bureau (BDT)

Ref.: BDT/DKH/RME/DM/021 Geneva, 28 November 2023

To:

National Regulatory Authorities
Regional Regulatory Associations
Regional and Economic Associations

Subject: Digital Regulation Network (DRN) Initiative — Priorities and Workplan

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am pleased to inform you that the first Digital Regulation Network Initiative Board Meeting took place
virtually on 31 October 2023.

The objective of this meeting was to exchange views and finalize the DRN priorities and work plan for the
coming year based on the discussions held during the Regional Regulatory Associations Meeting (RA-23) held
at the Global Symposium for Regulators (GSR-23) in Sharm el-Sheikh in June (RA Chairman’s Report) as well
as various consultations organized with Regulatory Associations during at the recent ITU events. The DRN
priorities and work plan are attached as Annex 1 and are available on the Digital Regulation Network website.

| am confident that this DRN initiative will contribute to the acceleration of sustainable digital transformation
and promote meaningful and inclusive connectivity for all.

I look forward to continuing our partnership with Regional Regulatory Associations and their members.

Yours faithfully,

Cosmas EuckysoﬁZavazava

Director

International Telecommunication Union ¢ Place des Nations ® CH-1211 Geneva 20 ¢ Switzerland
Tel: +41 22 730 5111 o Fax: +41 22 730 5484 * E-mail: bdtmail@itu.int ® www.itu.int/itu-d



mailto:bdtmail@itu.int
http://www.itu.int/itu-d
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Regulatory-Market/Documents/RA_Portal_doc/RA-23_Meeting/RA-23_Chairman-Report.pdf
https://www.itu.int/itu-d/sites/ra-network/

Annex 1

Digital Regulation Network (DRN)

List of Priorities
exprassed by Regional Regulatory Associations (RAs) during the GSR-23 RA-23 meeting and during recent ITU events

GSR-23 RA Meecting DRN session IPEC-23 Americas MU-EMERG-EaPeReg Joint DRN Session ITU-D Study First Board Meeting of the
Egypt, 1 June 2023 Costa Rica, 26 September 2023 Workshops Group 1 Plenary Meeting Digital Regulation Network
28 Saptember 2023 — Genevas, 23 October 2023 {DRN) —31 Oct. 2023 (virtual)
- Innovative regulatory - Affordability Montenegro S —
approaches - Consumer empowerment 8 November 2023 - Virtusl - Gender issues - Capacity building on digital
- Regulatoryissuesincluding and fair competition, ffordability regulation activities and
infrastructure sharing, quality of consumer’sinformation - Collaborationin the field of - Governance models of the policy making
service, consumer protection, transparency mapping of broadband digital infrastructure maps - Experimentation and
OTT services and applications, - Quality of Service infrastructure and services. - Broadband infrastructure Innovation
digital platforms - Spectrum allocation policies development and sharing - Digital sandboxes
- Emergency preparedness and andvaluation - Unlversal access for Digital guidelines, best practices
responses and protection of - Building resilience in Financial inclusion - roocls and training
critical infrastructure {2.5.7 emergencies — National coordinationwith central - Gender balance from 3
submarine cables) emergency plans banks and security issues regulatory perspective
- Development of policies to - Sustainability of ICT - Consumer protection — - Unking environmental
support the 56 ecosystem and networks — using commaon equipment stolen mobile sustainability to digital
rollout of 5G infrastructure approaches devices theft regulation
- Spectrum-related (ssues - Devices theft - Ity fei - Collaborative regulation
induding, for example, spectrum - E-waste with other sectors NRAs —
buy-ins for 56, spectrum sharing, - Digital literacy - Emergency specifically on personal data
trading, harmonizationand telecommunication protection & cybersecurity
govemnance, affordable access to - Sharing experiences to learn
spectrum, cross-border from other RAs
coordinationissues; and satellite - Mapping of broadband
requirements and challenges infrastructure and services
related toNGSO (Non-
Geostationary Orbit)
constellations
- Digital literacy
Digital Regulation Network (DRN) - Workplan (1/2)
Building blocks Objective Activities Priority Mapping ’ Outputs and Outcomes
+ Definition of priofitias for the o Definition of priorities and hanisms to impl * Strangthening Broadband
coming year based on the DRN [nitiativeat the Firstvinual DRN Board meeting  Infrastructure and senvices | \woaiian devaloped
pdm“:;;;;“s;d suting §31-0cb2023 * Fostering innovative RA know iz ctiviti
X q : . 5 % 8 activiti
i hring consutations* T-EMERG-EaPWeg JintWerkshops on ARy PPIOSN Icroased WIS, GERY T
Ield with RAS durfi racent thaning R She: Srofcesal IReChister an s, :
i Including mapping regulatoty Impact analysls-  Foster collaboration with ather
. s Collaborath lation Interactive workshop including g sea:;sgula(ou e
Eiengthening -£oiaboation Regulatery Asso:iadons atWsis-24 E = Strengthen capacity of o
in the fields of mapplng of RAS fivough ITU Academy * RA participation in warkshops and
broadbamd infrastructure ¢ Information Session on DRN 5t ITU-D Study Group on ragulatory innovation ¥ raports and outcomes of
3nd sarvices collaborati Mestings s 35 to ge RAs contribution and [ ,,,wy dboxas) rkshops shared with RAs
tegulation participation to [TU-D Study Group mestings i stk 2
: and regulatory issues * Ras i in digital fati
. ldemiﬂcmtfn and shating of « Filoting GSR-24 best practice guidalines di inati Including afford "lllty. Pl o o Y prap 5475
Capacity g::: o:"’::::wm and transfer  for collection of contributions amerng RAS lc:l"ms:tmm;o i snulrbRmental sustalnability sd
5 . * Build Capacity of RAs on digital regulation through 1TV sty of senvice, o spectrum. issues trainings on ITU
+ Increasing participation of Acadsmy and by sharing Digital Regulation Handboak AHAA4ts Acadamy
::: ':c:m.:m TU avents and Platform articles and materials protection, un.w«g,gl o RAs capacity bullt on digizal skills
o Collaboration with ITU Digital Innavation Alliance - joint  59rvics finsncing, swaste,  asssssmant
activities with RAs m sty ;’;’ml « ITU Digital Regulation Platfonm
« Digltal SKiils Nesds Assessments Tools shared withRAS  plarforms article an NomGeostatianary Orbit
ial betwsen RAs and ITU Academy Traini sibduhaduiibon
2 g':m:?r(mcu 4 i o New areas for training identified
and dislogue with ATCs [nitiated

-

Dialague initiated with EQUALS to dafine gender

activities focusing on gender aquality in ICT access and + RAs participate in and contribute. to
[ % ¥ ITU-D Study Groups work activaly



Building blocks

Thought

Regulatory

experimentation  participation of RAS in

and innovation

Digital Regulation Network (DRN) — Workplan (2/2)

Objective ‘

o To exchange on the provision » Qrganization of the Sscond DRN (Board) mesting March

of a safe space and toolsfor 2024 (TBC)

co-creating harmanized g
approaches 1o policles and R A
ragulation for digital

z e bamatianal menibers
and regional levels

expariences and advocate Facllitators mesting

for the outcomes of the DRN & supporting the wark of the Broadband
block.

* Leveraging digital regulati
toals and frameworks (ICT
Regulation Tracker, GS
benchmark and the unifled
framework) to support
avidence-based decision-
making

* To share good practices and n of the DRN

L (BPG}
process for collaction of contributions fram RAS and their

 Preparation of interactive RA session at GSR.24
« To share goed practices and ¢ Praparation of interactive RA session at WSIS €6 Action Line

Priority Mapping Outputs and Outcomes

Collaboration inthe e Progress repon réflacting the tools
field of mapping of  and mech t0.imp the
broadband identified priorities, and dafinition of
infrastrocture and the GSR-24 BPG

Servicos « Digital Regulation Tools and
Collaborative Frameworks shared with RAs and

regulation with other  integrated into interactive sessions
sactors NRAs -

specifically on

p | data

protection &
cybersecurity
Sharing experlences
16 leam from other
RAs

« Orgy
experlences and advocate (July 2024)
for the outcomes of 1he DRN

« ldentification and sharing of  autcomas dissemination
good practices and transfer
of know-how, and Increasing

ralevant ITU avents and Sunnming peince)

activities « Dialogue with industry an the provision of 3 safe space and
tools for co-creating harmonized approaches to policies and
ragulation for digital transformation at the national and

regional levels

o RAs take lead on GSR-24 best practice guidalines (BPG)

* Mesting to discuss RA-RA and RA-NRA 1o strengthan
capacity of RAs on Innovative regulatory approaches

Fostering | ive e Successful contribution of RAs 1o GSR
requlatory best practice guideline definition and
approaches actions agreed for dissemination in

Sharing experiences thair respactive regions

to learn from other & Concrate actions on twinning
RAs discussed and follow-up agread

« Concrete tools for co-creating
harmonized approaches to policies
and ragulation for digital
transformation at the national and
reglonal levels discussed and foilow-
up agreed



