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Who are we?
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ITU is the United Nations specialized 
agency for information and 

communication technologies (ICTs) 

Enabling a 
connected world 
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193
MEMBER 

STATES 

+800
PRIVATE  SECTOR

ORGANIZATIONS 

+150
ACADEMIA
MEMBERS

Our members
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Our Governance
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What we do?
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Coordinating radio-frequency 
spectrum and assigning orbital 
slots for satellites

Bridging the digital divide

Establishing global standards

‘Committed to 
Connecting the World’

3
Sectors

ITU Radiocommunication

ITU Standardization

ITU Development



www.itu.int

In the ITU Basic Texts

• The Constitution (Article 21) defines the Functions and Structure  
of the ITU-D and establishes that the work of the Sector shall 
work through:
– World telecommunication development conferences,
– Telecommunication development study groups;
– The Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG), and
– The Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) headed by the 

elected Director.
• The roles of each of the above bodies are further defined in the 

ITU Convention (Section 7, Article 16)
• Find the Basic Texts of the Union online
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https://www.itu.int/en/publications/Pages/publications.aspx?lang=en&media=paper&parent=S-CONF-PLEN-2019
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ITU-D Study Groups

Study Groups webpage
• Q1/1 - Strategies and policies for the deployment of broadband in developing countries
• Q2/1 – Strategies, policies, regulations and methods of migration and adoption of digital 

broadcasting and implementation of new services
• Q3/1 – Emerging technologies, including cloud computing: m-services, and OTTs: 

Challenges and opportunities, economic and policy impact for developing countries
• Q4/1 – Economic policies and methods of determining the costs of services related to 

national telecommunication/ICT networks
• Q5/1 – Telecommunications/ICTs for rural and remote areas
• Q6/1 – Consumer information, protection and rights: Laws, regulation, economic bases, 

consumer networks
• Q7/1 – Access to telecommunication/ICT services by persons with disabilities and other 

persons with specific needs
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https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/sg/index.asp?lg=1&sp=2018
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ITU-D Study Groups

Study Groups webpage
• Q1/2 – Creating smart cities and society: Employing information and communication 

technologies for sustainable social and economic development
• Q2/2 – Telecommunications/ICTs for eHealth
• Q3/2 – Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a 

culture of cybersecurity
• Q4/2 – Assistance to developing countries for implementing conformance and interoperability 

(C&I) programmes and combating counterfeit ICT equipment and theft of mobile devices
• Q5/2 – Utilizing telecommunications/ICTs for disaster risk reduction and management
• Q6/2 – ICTs and the environment
• Q7/2 – Strategies and policies concerning human exposure to electromagnetic fields
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https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/sg/index.asp?lg=1&sp=2018
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What does TDAG do?
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• Based on WTDC Resolution 24 (Rev. Dubai, 
2014), WTDC tasks TDAG with a number of 
tasks to be carried out between WTDCs;

• Normally, TDAG meets annually;
• Its main role is to advise the Director of BDT on 

the work of BDT, examining the report of the 
implementation of the previous action plan and 
providing guidance to address any 
shortcomings, and advising on how to pursue 
this implementation;

• TDAG is led by the TDAG Bureau;
• Membership submit contributions to TDAG;
• TDAG is contribution-driven.

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/TDAG23/Bureau.aspx
https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/ad/choice_md.asp?lang=en&rdr=/net4/ITU-D/CDS/contributions/tdag_v2/index.asp?lg=1
https://www.itu.int/md/D18-TDAG29-211108/sum
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WTDC

• The outputs of WTDC are listed in WTDC Resolution 1:

1.8.1 WTDC shall consider reports from the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) 
and, pursuant to No. 208 of the Convention, shall establish work programmes and guidelines for defining 
telecommunication development questions and priorities and shall provide direction and guidance for the 
ITU-D work programme. It shall decide on the need to maintain, terminate or establish study groups, allocate 
to each of them the Questions to be studied and, taking into account consideration by the heads of delegation, 
appoint the chairmen and vice-chairmen of study groups, of TDAG and of any other groups it has established, 
taking account of Article 20 of the Convention. The study group chairmen themselves shall, during the 
conference, be at the disposal of WTDC to provide information on matters relating to the study group they 
chair. 
1.8.2 WTDC shall establish a declaration, a plan of action, including programmes and regional initiatives, 
ITU-D's contribution to the draft ITU strategic plan, ITU-D study group Questions, as well as resolutions and 
Recommendations.
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WTDC

World Telecommunication Development Conference
 Statutory, non-treaty signing conference
 Held every four years
 Attended by membership: ITU Member States and Academia, and by ITU-D 

Sector Members
 It is a contribution-driven conference
Membership deliberate about the contributions submitted and produce a 

Final Report comprising:
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o Declaration
o Action Plan
o Resolutions
o Strategic Plan

o Recommendations
o Study Group Questions
o Regional Initiatives

https://www.itu.int/en/myitu/Membership
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/MembersPartners/Pages/default.aspx
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WTDC

• The Final Report is produced 
on the last day of WTDC, 
usually in the six 
ITU official languages
(Arabic, Chinese, English, French,
Russian and Spanish)
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https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC17/Documents/WTDC17_final_report_en.pdf
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ITU-D preparations for WTDC
• 6 Regional Preparatory Meetings (RPMs) – Resolution 31 (Rev. 

Buenos Aires, 2017)
• 3 Inter-Regional coordination Meetings (IRMs) - New
• TDAG Working Group on WTDC Preparations (TDAG-WG-Prep) 

– work completed in November 2020
• TDAG Working Group on Resolutions Declaration and Thematic 

Priorities (TDAG-WG-RDTP)
• TDAG Working Group on Strategic and Operational Plans 

(TDAG-WG-SOP)
• TDAG (3 meetings in 2020 and 2 meetings in 2021)
• The Road to Addis: Shaping the 2021 Digital Development Agenda
16

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/RPMs.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/IRM/IRM.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/TDAG_WG_WTDC_Prep.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/TDAG_WG_WTDC.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/TDAG_WG_SOP.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/R2A/Pages/default.aspx
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Key timelines towards WTDC
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Conference structure
As approved by TDAG-21
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COMMITTEE 1 COMMITTEE 2 COMMITTEE 3 COMMITTEE 4 COMMITTEE 5 Meetings of Heads 
of Delegation 

WORKING GROUP 
OF THE PLENARY 

(WG-PL)

Steering
Committee Budget Control Objectives ITU-D Working 

Methods Editorial Committee HODs
ITU Contribution to 
Strategic Plan and 
WTDC Declaration 

Partner2Connect Summit 

Open to ITU members and Non-
members Full description of Committee functions

https://www.itu.int/md/meetingdoc.asp?lang=en&parent=D18-TDAG28-C-0017
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WTDC Deadlines
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17
Jan

2022

28
Feb
2022

16 
May. 
2022

• Opening of 
Registration

• Opening of 
Submission of 
contributions –
Full CPI 

Preferred 
deadline for 
submission of 
candidatures for 
TDAG and Study 
Groups 

Firm deadline for 
submission of 
membership 
contributions as 
per  PP Res 165 
(Dubai 2018)
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Submission of contributions to WTDC
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• In order to facilitate preparation and submission of the proposals 
and speed up their processing, avoiding errors, membership are 
encouraged to use the Conference Proposals Interface (CPI);

• Submitted proposals will also be available for perusal on the 
Proposals Management System (WTDC-17 version);

• Full documents will be available on the WTDC website 
(WTDC-17 documents page);

• Contact email: wtdc.documentcontrol@itu.int. 

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/Documents.aspx
https://www.itu.int/net4/proposals/WTDC17
https://www.itu.int/md/D14-WTDC17-171009/sum
mailto:wtdc.documentcontrol@itu.int
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Who can use these resources?
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In order to use these on-line services, 
an ITU user account with TIES access 
is required:
• To set up an ITU user account 

(no approval required): here
• To request TIES access rights, 

if participant from membership already has 
a user account 
(requires the approval of the TIES focal point): 

https://www.itu.int/en/ties-services/Pages/login.aspx
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Additional resources
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A CPI for IRMs has been made 
available for membership to be 
able to access existing texts to 
be discussed and revised during 
their preparatory process.
They may also wish to submit 
proposals to IRMs.

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/IRM/IRM.aspx


www.itu.int

Registering for events
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• Online registration is mandatory for all 
the events mentioned, whether virtual or 
physical;

• Given that they are statutory events, DFP 
approval is required (DFP = Designated 
Focal Point);

• Once the registration is approved, the 
participant receives a confirmation email 
(make sure you keep it) which:
– Allows for badge pick-up (physical 

events);
– Provides information to access the virtual 

meeting room (virtual events).

https://www.itu.int/net4/ITU-D/CDS/meetings/registration/index.asp
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Quicklinks
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• TDAG homepage
• TDAG-21/2
• TDAG-WG-RDTP
• TDAG-WG-SOP
• IRMs
• IRM CPI
• ITU user account creation 

and login to request TIES 
access rights

• WTDC Regional 
Consultations

• WTDC homepage
• WTDC documents
• WTDC registration
• Candidatures to TDAG and 

ITU-D SG positions
• WTDC docs control: 

wtdc.documentcontrol@itu.int

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/2021/default_21_2.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/TDAG_WG_WTDC.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/TDAG/Pages/TDAG_WG_SOP.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/IRM/IRM.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/IRM/IRM.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ties-services/Pages/login.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/Regional-Consultations.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/Documents.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/Admission-Registration.aspx
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-D/Conferences/WTDC/WTDC21/Pages/SG_TDAG_Appointments.aspx
mailto:wtdc.documentcontrol@itu.int


maite.comasbarnes@itu.int

Thank you!
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