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LIAISON STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIRMEN OF ITU-D STUDY GROUPS 1 AND 2 TO TDAG WORKING GROUP ON RESOLUTIONS, DECLARATION AND THEMATIC PRIORITIES 
ITU-D Study Group 1: Enabling environment for the development of telecommunications/ICTs
ITU-D Study Group 2: ICT services and applications for the promotion of sustainable development
8 April 2021
	To:
	TDAG Working Group on WTDC Resolutions, Declaration and Thematic Priorities (TDAG-WG-RDTP)

	From:
	Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 1; Chairman of ITU-D Study Group 2

	For:
	Information

	Approval:
	Chairmen of ITU-D Study Groups 1 and 2 on 8 April 2021

	Contacts:
	Ms Regina Fleur Assoumou Bessou, Chairman, ITU-D Study Group 1
E-mail: bessou.regina@artci.ci
Mr Ahmad Reza Sharafat, Chairman, ITU-D Study Group 2
E-mail: ahmad.sharafat@gmail.com

	BDT Focal Points:
	Ms Rosheen Awotar-Mauree, Study Group Advisor, ITU-D Study Group Secretariat
Mr Kyung-Tak Lee, Study Group Advisor, ITU-D Study Group Secretariat
E-mail: devsg@itu.int


ITU-D Study Group 1 (Enabling environment for the development of telecommunications/ICTs) and ITU-D Study Group 2 (ICT services and applications for the promotion of sustainable development) (ITU-D SG1 and SG2) would like to share with TDAG-WG-RDTP the annexed final joint proposals related to:
1. WTDC Resolution 1 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017) on “Rules of procedure of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector” – see Annex 1,
2. Future study topics, in relation with WTDC Resolution 2 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017) on “Establishment of study groups” – see Annex 2.
The joint plenary meeting of ITU-D SG1 and SG2 was held on 31st March and 1st April 2021 and are submitted to TDAG-WG-RDTP for further discussion. The meeting report is available in Document 1/REP/33 & 2/REP/33. 
The following points should be noted:
· Parts of proposals that could not reach consensus are in square brackets (‘[]’).
· Regarding WTDC Resolution 1, the proposal is limited to Sub-sections 2.7 to 2.11, as well as Sub-sections 3, 4 and 5 (renumbered to 3.1 to 3.3.9 in the proposal).
· Regarding future study topics, items from “Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs” onwards could not be reviewed. Also, additional proposals detailed below were presented offline for consideration by TDAG-WG-RDTP:
· The use of telecommunications/ICTs in monitoring and mitigating the impact of climate change, and for disasters and pandemics preparedness and elimination of their negative consequences, particularly on developing countries.
· New Telecommunications/ICTs for e-health, including efficient provision of health-care services to underserved and remote areas to mitigate the impacts of future pandemics and disasters, and using 5G mobile services, robotic remote surgeries, and medical teleconsultation via broadband connections in developing countries.
· Aspects related to the implementation of WTDC Resolution 9 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017)
The ITU-D Study Group Chairpersons and Secretariat (devSG@itu.int) remain at your disposal for any clarification and update.



Annexes
Annex 1: Proposed changes to WTDC Resolution 1 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017), “Rules of procedure of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector”
[bookmark: _Toc496806826][bookmark: _Toc500343979]2.7	ITU-D Questions
[bookmark: _Toc496806827][bookmark: _Toc500343980]2.7.1	Definition
[bookmark: _Toc496806828][bookmark: _Toc500343981]Description of an area of work to be studied, normally leading to the production of new or revised ITU-D Recommendations, guidelines, handbooks or reports. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806829][bookmark: _Toc500343982]2.7.2	Adoption and approval
[bookmark: _Toc496806830][bookmark: _Toc500343983]The procedures for adopting and approving Questions are set out in section 5 of this resolution. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806831][bookmark: _Toc500343984]2.7.3	Deletion
[bookmark: _Toc496806832][bookmark: _Toc500343985]The procedure for deleting Questions is set out in section 6 of this resolution. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806833][bookmark: _Toc500343986]2.8	ITU-D Recommendations
[bookmark: _Toc496806834][bookmark: _Toc500343987]2.8.1	Definition
[bookmark: _Toc496806835][bookmark: _Toc500343988]An answer to a Question, part of a Question, or a resolution of the Plenipotentiary Conference or WTDC, for the organization of the work of ITU‑D, which, within the scope of existing knowledge and the research carried out by study groups and adopted in accordance with established procedures, may provide guidance on technical, organizational, tariff-related and operational matters, including working methods, may describe a preferred method or proposed solution for undertaking a specific task, or may recommend procedures for specific applications. These Recommendations should be sufficient to serve as a basis for international cooperation. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806836][bookmark: _Toc500343989]2.8.2	Adoption and approval
[bookmark: _Toc496806837][bookmark: _Toc500343990]The procedures for adopting and approving Recommendations are set out in section 7 of this resolution.
[bookmark: _Toc496806838][bookmark: _Toc500343991]2.8.3	Deletion
[bookmark: _Toc496806839][bookmark: _Toc500343992]The procedure for deleting Recommendations is set out in section 8 of this resolution.
[bookmark: _Toc496806840][bookmark: _Toc500343993]2.9	ITU-D reports
[bookmark: _Toc496806841][bookmark: _Toc500343994]2.9.1	Definition
[bookmark: _Toc496806842][bookmark: _Toc500343995]A technical, operational or procedural statement, prepared by a study group on a given subject related to a current Question or a resolution of the Plenipotentiary Conference or WTDC. Several types of reports are defined in § 123.10 of section 3. An output report represents the principal results of a study and should be considered and approved by the relevant study group. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806843][bookmark: _Toc500343996]2.9.2	Approval
[bookmark: _Toc496806844][bookmark: _Toc500343997]Each study group may approve revised or new outputITU-D reports, preferably by consensus. 
[bookmark: _Toc500343998][bookmark: _Toc496806845]2.9.3	Deletion
[bookmark: _Toc500343999]Each study group may delete an ITU-D output report, preferably by consensus. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806846][bookmark: _Toc500344000]2.10	ITU-D handbooks
[bookmark: _Toc496806847][bookmark: _Toc500344001]2.10.1	Definition
[bookmark: _Toc496806848][bookmark: _Toc500344002]A text which provides a statement of the current knowledge, the present position of studies or good operating or technical practice, in certain aspects of telecommunications/ICT, including best national practices, paying particular attention to the requirements of developing countries.
[bookmark: _Toc496806849][bookmark: _Toc500344003]2.10.2	Approval
[bookmark: _Toc496806850][bookmark: _Toc500344004]Each study group may approve revised or new ITU-D handbooks, preferably by consensus. The study group may authorize its relevant working party to approve handbooks. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806851][bookmark: _Toc500344005]2.10.3	Deletion
Each study group may delete ITU-D handbooks, within their area of responsibility, preferably by consensus.
2.11	ITU-D guidelines
[bookmark: _Toc496806852][bookmark: _Toc500344006]2.11.1	Definition
[bookmark: _Toc496806853][bookmark: _Toc500344007]Guidelines present a range of options that reflect the written contributions, discussion, research, analysis, ideas and experience of study group participants. The goal is to produce a menu of choices to assist the ITU membership and others to deliver a robust communications sector capable of accelerating the achievement of national and international goals for social and economic development. The membership and others are encouraged to apply those guidelines that are agreeable and suitable for their individual circumstances. Best-practice guidelines are not mandatory, and while thorough consideration of the full range of guidelines is encouraged, inapplicable or otherwise unsuitable suggestions need not be employed. 
[bookmark: _Toc496806854][bookmark: _Toc500344008]2.11.2	Approval
[bookmark: _Toc496806855][bookmark: _Toc500344009]Each study group may approve revised or new guidelines, preferably by consensus.
2.11.3	Deletion
Each study group may delete ITU-D guidelines, within their area of responsibility, preferably by consensus.
SECTION 3 – Study groups and their relevant groups
[bookmark: _Toc268858404][bookmark: _Toc496806856][bookmark: _Toc500344010]3.1	Classification of study groups and their relevant groups
3.13.1.1	The World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) establishes study groups, each studying telecommunication/ICT matters of interest to the developing countries in particular, including the issues referred to in No. 211 of the ITU Convention. Study groups shall observe strictly Nos 214, 215, 215A and 215B of the Convention.
3.23.1.2	To facilitate their work, the study groups may set up working parties, rapporteur groups and joint rapporteur groups (JRGs), or intersector rapporteur groups (IRG), or intersector correspondence groups (ICGs) to deal with specific Questions or parts of thereof, including with the participation of other ITU Sectors.
[3.1.3	Working parties are created to reduce costs, shorten time and increase the efficiency of preparing draft output documents when conducting research on overlapping Issues in one or several similar thematic areas.]
[3.1.4	To limit the resource impact on the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector, Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia, a study group shall establish, preferably by consensus, and maintain only the minimum number of working parties.]	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved from 3.1.10
[3.1.5	Working parties prepare drafts of reports, guidelines and other texts for consideration by the study groups.]	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved from 3.1.10
3.33.1.6	Where appropriate, regional groups may be set up within the study groups to study Questions or problems the specific nature of which makes it desirable that they be studied within the framework of one or more regions of the Union.
3.43.1.7	The establishment of regional groups should not give rise to duplication of work being carried out at the global level by the corresponding study groups, their relevant groups or any other groups established pursuant to No. 209A of the Convention.
3.53.1.8	A JRG may be established for Questions requiring the participation of experts from more than one ITU-D study group. An IRG/ICG could be established for Questions requiring participation of experts from study groups of other Sector(s). A JRG or IRG/ICG is created when all study groups concerned agree to the creation of the group. Unless otherwise specified, the working methods of IRGs and JRGs should be identical to those of rapporteur groups. At the time a JRG is established, its terms of reference, reporting lines and final decision-making authority should be clearly identified. 
[bookmark: _Toc268858405]3.63.1.9	The procedures for establishing the ICG and IRG when organizing and conducting work in these groups are set out in WTDC Resolution 59.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  For details on the procedures of the other Sectors, see also the relevant resolutions from the Radiocommunication Assembly (RA) and the World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA), with references to RA Resolutions ITU-R 6, ITU-R 7 and WTSA Resolution 18.] 

3.73.1.10	A rapporteur group, JRG or IRG shall submit draft deliverables as indicated in its relevant terms of reference to its lead study group [or working party, as appropriate]. Working parties prepare draft reports, guidelines and other texts for consideration by the study groups. To limit the resource impact on the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D), Member States, Sector Members, Associates and Academia, a study group shall establish, preferably by consensus, and maintain only the minimum number of working parties.	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved to 3.1.5
[bookmark: _Toc496806857][bookmark: _Toc500344011]43.2	Chairmen and vice-chairmen of ITU-D study groups
4.13.2.1	Appointment of chairmen and vice-chairmen by WTDC shall be in accordance with Resolution 208 of the Plenipotentiary Conference primarily based upon proven competence both in matters considered by the study group concerned and in terms of the management skills required, taking into account the need to promote gender balance in leadership positions and equitable geographical distribution, in particular promoting the participation of developing countries through Member States and ITU-D Sector Members. It is expected that the chairman or vice-chairman, upon assuming their duties, will receive the necessary support from the respective Member State or Sector Member throughout the period until the next WTDC.
3.2.2	The appointment of vice-chairmen in accordance with Resolution 208 of the Plenipotentiary Conference should be limited to two-three candidates from each of the six regional telecommunication organizations[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  In accordance with Resolution 58 of the Plenipotentiary Conference there are six principal regional telecommunication organizations1, namely the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT), the European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations (CEPT), the Inter-American Telecommunications Commission (CITEL), the African Telecommunications Union (ATU), the Council of Arab Ministers of Telecommunication and Information represented by the Secretariat-General of the League of Arab States (LAS) and the Regional Commonwealth in the field of Communications (RCC)] 

4.23.2.3	Within the mandate set out by WTDC Resolution 2, study group chairmen shall be responsible for establishing an appropriate structure to distribute the work, after consulting with study group vice-chairmen. The study group chairmen shall perform the duties required of them within their study groups or within joint coordination activities. 
4.33.2.4	The mandate of the vice-chairmen shall be to assist the chairman in matters relating to the management of the study group, including substitution for the chairman at official ITU meetings or replacement of the chairman should he or she be unable to continue with study group duties. Each vice‑chairman should be assigned specific functions by the chairman, after consultation with the study group vice-chairmen, including to assist the chairman and study groups as they produce the outputs called for by WTDC, including as indicated in § 5.6 below. 
4.43.2.5	To ensure a fair distribution of tasks and to achieve greater participation of the vice-chairmen in the management and work of the study groups, and in the work of TDAG, Sstudy group vice-chairmen may in turn be selected should preferably undertake other responsibilities such as chairmen or vice-chairmen of working parties, JRGs or IRGs, or as rapporteurs or vice-rapporteurs, with the sole limitation that theybut may not occupy more than two such posts at the same time in the study period.	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved from 4.6
4.5	The appointment of vice-chairmen is limited to two candidates from each region, taking into account WTDC Resolution 61 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) and Resolution 70 (Rev. Busan, 2014) of the Plenipotentiary Conference to ensure equitable geographical distribution among the six regions[footnoteRef:4]3.  [4: ] 

4.6	In order to ensure equitable distribution of the tasks and to achieve greater involvement by the vice-chairmen in the management and work of the study groups, and in the work of TDAG, vice-chairmen should be considered first to assume the leadership role of any new or existing activity, including working party chairmanships within the ITU-D study groups. 	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved to 3.2.5
[bookmark: _Toc268858406]4.73.2.6	Study group chairmen should participate in WTDC and in TDAG to represent thetheir respective study groups. 
[3.2.7	Study group chairmen shall comply with the provisions of the Constitution, the ITU Convention, the General Rules of conferences, assemblies and meetings of the Union and Resolution 1 of WTDC. Support and advice from BDT staff should be provided to the study group chairmen in this regard.]
[3.2.8	Chairmen and vice-chairmen of study groups and other groups, as well as rapporteurs, shall be impartial in the performance of their duties.]
[bookmark: _Toc496806858][bookmark: _Toc500344012]53.3	Rapporteurs and vice-rapporteurs on ITU-D Questions
5.13.3.1	Rapporteurs and vice-rapporteurs are appointed by a study group in order to progress the study of a Question based on contributions received and to develop [draft new and revised] / [output] reports, opinions and Recommendations. A rapporteur shall have responsibility for only one Question. Rapporteurs and vice-rapporteurs may be representatives from Member States, ITU-D Sector Members or Academia[footnoteRef:5]4.	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved from 3.3.5 [5: 4	The latter include colleges, institutes, universities and associated research institutions interested in telecommunication/ICT development.] 

5.23.3.2	RapporteursChairmen of an IRG are appointed in accordance with WTDC Resolution 59. 
5.33.3.3	Because of the nature of the studies, rapporteur appointments should be based [bothnot only] on expertise in the subject to be studied [andbut also] on the ability to coordinate the work [and productive participation to ITU-D activities]. Elements of the expected work carried out by the rapporteurs are described in Annex 5 to this resolution. 
5.43.3.4	Clear terms of reference for the work of the rapporteur, including expected results and deliverables as specified in §§ 12.13.10.1 to 12.53.10.5 below, should be added to the corresponding Question, by the study group, as required. 
5.53.3.5	One rapporteur and one or more vice-rapporteurs are appointed, as appropriate, by a study group [at its first meeting] for each Question. [Exceptionally, cC]o-rapporteurs may also be appointed where, for example, this would balance the workload and facilitate optimum results. One of the vice-rapporteurs shall take over the chairmanship when the rapporteur is not available. This also includes the case of rapporteurs who are no longer representing the Member State or ITU‑D Sector Member which nominated them as participant in accordance with § ‎8.1 below. Vice-rapporteurs may be representatives from Member States, ITU-D Sector Members, Associates or Academia[footnoteRef:6]4. When a vice-rapporteur is called upon to replace a rapporteur for the rest of the study period, a new vice-rapporteur may be appointed. [The composition of rapporteurs and vice-rapporteurs should be stable during the study period.] [The rapporteur, if necessary, can propose to the study group to appoint additional vice-rapporteur(s) to improve the efficiency of the work.]	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved to 3.3.6	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved to 3.3.1 [6: ] 

[3.3.6	A co-rapporteur or in the case of absence of the co-rapporteur, one of the vice-rapporteurs shall take over the chairmanship when the rapporteur is not available. This also includes the case of rapporteurs who are no longer representing the Member State or ITU‑D Sector Member which nominated them as participant in accordance with § ‎3.6.1 below.]	Comment by devSG-move: Part moved from 3.3.5
5.63.3.7	For all contributions that meet the deadline for translation as specified in § 13.2.24.1.3.2, rapporteurs, with assistance from all vice-rapporteurs, shall prepare, publish, and place on the meeting agenda a contribution that compiles all lessons learned and suggested best practices submitted to the meeting. To prepare this contribution, rapporteurs shall use information included in box 2 of the contribution template, as provided in Annex 2 referenced in § 17.44.7.4.
[3.3.8	JRG rapporteurs and IRG chairmen should participate in the work of the respective study groups and working parties to present the results of the activities of the respective groups.]
3.3.9	Study groups shall be informed about non-attendance of rapporteurs/co-rapporteurs or vice-rapporteurs to two consecutive rapporteur group meetings and shall raise the issue with the ITU‑D members concerned in an attempt to get their participation in these roles in the work of the Questions.


Annex 2: Proposed changes to Annex 1 to WTDC Resolution 2 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017), “Scope of ITU-D study groups”
[bookmark: _Toc268858448][bookmark: _Toc496806890][bookmark: _Toc500344044][bookmark: _Hlk68468899]1	Study Group 1
[Enabling environment for the development of telecommunications/
information and communication technologiesEnabling environment for meaningful connectivity for all]
–	National telecommunication/ICT policy, regulatory, technical and strategy development which best enables countries to benefit from the impetus of telecommunications/ICTs, including infrastructure supportive of broadband services, cloud computing, network functions virtualization (NFV), consumer protection and future networks as an engine for sustainable growthNational policy and regulatory aspects of broadband telecommunications/ICT development[, including for rural and remote areas]
–	Economic [policies and methods of determining costs of services related to] / [aspects of] national telecommunications/ICTs, including facilitating the implementation of the digital economy [and provision of telecommunication/ICT services]
–	[Access to telecommunications/ICTs for rural and remote areas, including SIDS]
–	[National policies, regulations and strategies for providing access to telecommunications/ICTs in rural and remote areas]
–	Access to telecommunication/ICT services by persons with disabilities and other persons with specific needs
–	Consumer [information,] protection, and rights [including especially youth, women and children]
–	Migration and adoption of digital technologies for broadcasting and implementation of new servicesvia different media.
[bookmark: _Toc496806891][bookmark: _Toc500344045]2	Study Group 2
[Information and communication technology services and applications for the promotion of sustainable developmentDigital Transformation] 
–	New Sservices and applications supported by telecommunications/ICTs[, including m-services, eGov, E-agriculture, E-education, Technological Startups, e-health].
–	Challenges and prospects for developing countries in the access to cloud computing, OTTs, [Artificial Intelligence, big data,] Smart Cities and Communities and the Internet of Things.
–	Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs.
–	The use of telecommunications/ICTs in monitoring and mitigating the impact of climate change, particularly on developing countries.
−	Combating counterfeit telecommunication/ICT devices and combating theft of mobile telecommunication devices.
−	Implementation of conformance and interoperability testing for telecommunication/ICT devices and equipment.
–	Human exposure to electromagnetic fields and safe disposal of electronic waste.
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