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1 Boosting digital 
economies



Digital Economies
● Facilitate ICT-based innovation to foster inclusive socio-economic 

development in Africa. Projects will 
● Support the development of countries’ strategies for the digital economy
● promote enabling policies and regulations to facilitate ICT-based innovation. 

Key projects include 
● Digital Health for Africa 
● Using digital services to accelerate the attainment of food security SDGs 
● Digital Identity to spur development of African digital economy.
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2. Promoting
emerging
broadband
technologies
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Broadband

● In Africa, active mobile broadband subscriptions went from almost 2% 
in 2010 to almost 30 % in 2018. 

● Most countries in Africa have deployed fiber-optic and mobile 
technologies

● broadband plans and guidelines
● partnerships to stimulate growth in broadband connectivity
● in some countries there are still significant segments of the population 

without access to broadband technologies. 
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3. Trust and 
Security in the 
use of ICT are 
fundamental



Security & Confidence

● Trust and security are essential. 
● Enhance security, ensure interoperability
● protect data and people. 

Proposed projects include supporting countries in the Region to

● establish computer emergency response teams, 
● revise the ITU cybersecurity toolkit
● develop guidelines to protect privacy and personal data. 
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4. Strengthening  
human and 
institutional 
capacity 

Photo: Shutterstock



Capacity

● Training for the judiciary 
● Online courses and distance learning 
● Camps and mainstreamed programmes to spark African girls’ interest 

in ICTs as a career path
● Improved connectivity in and among centers of excellence
● Boosting decent jobs for Youth in Africa’s Digital Economy
● Regional and national centers dedicated to the development of ICT 

training tools for people with disabilities and other specific needs
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5. Managing the 
radio-frequency
spectrum
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Spectrum

● Deadline for the migration from analogue to digital terrestrial television 
(DTT) passed in 2015. 

● Ensuring the A/D transition and efficient and economical management 
of the radio spectrum and orbital resources. 

● Create the necessary awareness among African countries 
● Conformity of DDT receivers entering the African markets conform to 

the subregional standards, 
● adopt common technical standards for the region, 
● developing homegrown solutions in the manufacture and assembly of 

DTT equipment. ITU will also assist countries in the region to improve 
crossborder frequency coordination.
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THANK YOU!
ANY QUESTIONS?
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