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	Summary:
This liaison statement shares an update on the mapping work that has been ongoing in ITU-D study groups. The purpose of the mapping is to identify topics of mutual interest and the entities responsible for those topics across the three Sectors of the Union in accordance with their mandates and Constitution and Convention of the Union. The mapping will facilitate smoother information exchange within the Union on the topics of mutual interest, and responsible entities in each Sector will know whom to contact regarding incoming and outgoing communications on such topics. 
This liaison statement shares the following mapping tables:
Annex 1 – Intra-sector mapping between ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions 
Annex 2 – Mapping of ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions to ITU-R Working Parties 
Annex 3 – Revised mapping of ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions of interest to Questions in ITU-T study groups. Mapping to ITU-T work items are not included in this document in order to keep the document simple but useful. The complete mapping to the level of ITU-T work items is included in a separate Appendix to this liaison statement. 
Action required:
TDAG is kindly invited to consider this document and its annexes and coordinate with TSAG and RAG on the following aspects, as appropriate:
· Invite comments if any, from ITU-T study groups (through TSAG) and ITU-R study groups (through RAG) on the mapping in Annex 2, Annex 3 and Appendix 1 respectively;
· Compile the comments received from the three ITU Sectors to produce a living document that contains the updated mapping;
Devise a mechanism to store the living document in a repository common across the three ITU Sectors, so that it can continuously be updated by all study groups (and/or through their respective study group secretariats) whenever appropriate, but at least annually



LIAISON STATEMENT FROM THE CHAIRMEN OF ITU-D SG1 AND SG2 TO TDAG ON MAPPING WORK RELATED TO ITU-D QUESTION-TO-QUESTION, ITU-D TO ITU-T, AND ITU-D TO ITU-R MAPPING TO SUPPORT COLLABORATION  
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ITU-D Study Group 1 (Enabling environment for the development of telecommunications/ICTs) and ITU-D Study Group 2 (ICT services and applications for the promotion of sustainable development) would like to share with TDAG an update on the ongoing mapping work.
The purpose of the mapping is to identify topics of mutual interest and the entities responsible for those topics across the three Sectors of the Union in accordance with their mandates and Constitution and Convention of the Union. The mapping will facilitate smoother information exchange within the Union on topics of mutual interest, and responsible entities in each Sector will know whom to contact regarding incoming and outgoing communications on such topics. 
For ITU-D, intersectoral collaboration was underlined in WTDC Resolution 59 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017), on strengthening coordination and cooperation among the three ITU Sectors on matters of mutual interest. The importance of intersectoral collaboration is also reflected in the work conducted by the Inter-Sector Coordination Group (ISCG) on issues of mutual interest, which was set up under decisions of the Sector Advisory Groups (TDAG/TSAG/RAG), in order to enhance collaboration. 
While carrying out its functions, ISCG will:
· identify subjects common to the three Sectors, or, bilaterally, and consider an updated list (prepared by the secretariat) containing the areas of mutual interest to the three Sectors pursuant to the mandates assigned by each ITU assembly or conference;
· identify the necessary mechanisms to strengthen cooperation and joint activity among the three Sectors, or with each Sector, on issues of mutual interest, paying particular attention to the interests of the developing countries;
· report annually to the respective advisory groups on the progress of the work undertaken.
Implementation
Practical implementation of the collaboration has been done so far by means of liaison statements (LSs). ITU study groups are already exchanging LSs containing necessary information on matters of mutual interest.
As for updating the list referred to above, each Sector was invited to provide information. For ITU-D, it was necessary to send information from the ITU-D study groups and respective Question Rapporteur Groups to populate the list with the mapping between similar ongoing topics, in study groups in the other ITU Sectors. 
By that, the first layer of collaboration between the Development and Standardization Sectors consisted of identifying the relationship between ITU-D and ITU-T Questions, and between the Development and Radiocommunication Sectors for ITU-D Questions and ITU-R Working Parties. However, exchanging LSs at the first layer could result in information which is too general and broad to support collaboration. It may also lead to the situation that study groups do not respond to incoming LSs.
To improve the collaboration, it might be advisable to exchange information at a second layer. The main work of the Sectors is performed in the discussions of ITU-D study Questions, ITU-T work items and on ITU-R Reports/Recommendations which are frequently elaborated/revised by working parties and associated Rapporteur and Correspondence groups. Therefore, the second layer of collaboration between the three Sectors could be envisioned to take place at this level. 
At the April/May 2018 ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Rapporteur Group meetings, the second layer mapping between ITU-D and ITU-T was presented by ITU-D study groups, and sent for comments to ITU-T study groups. This mapping was further revised at the ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Rapporteur Group meetings in September/October 2018 and after that in December 2018 by TSAG. 
About 30 per cent of the mapping was changed due to the consideration of collaboration between the second layers to advance collaboration and information exchange between ITU-D and ITU-T, making it more clear and transparent. Moreover, guided by the mapping ITU-T study groups started to send information on particular documents (draft ITU-T Recommendations related to the work items) that could be of mutual interest, and contributions from developing countries on the national aspects related to the implementation of ITU-T Recommendations, to ITU-D study groups and their Questions. This can be considered a positive example of the usefulness of the mapping.
The same type of mapping could be implemented for ITU-D/ITU-R and intra-sectoral collaboration. For intra-sectoral collaboration, such mapping could help the stakeholders to understand:
1) Potential overlaps in topics between Questions. This will support the discussion at WTDC-21 to make each Question really unique on topics.
2) Potential duplication of material in Questions’ Reports. This will assist authors of contributions and Rapporteurs to precisely distribute and target the material in contributions sent for more than one study Question.
This liaison statement shares the following mapping tables:
Annex 1 – Intra-sector mapping between ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions (1/212, 2/193 and updates).
Annex 2 – Mapping of ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions to ITU-R Working Parties (1/208, 2/191 and updates).
Annex 3 – Revised mapping of ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions of interest to work items and Questions in ITU-T study groups (TSAG document to March 2019 SG1 and SG2 meetings, Table 2 1/122, 2/131 and updates). Mapping to ITU-T work items used to review the material in Annex 3 to the TSAG liaison statement are not included in this document in order to keep the document simple but useful. The complete mapping to ITU-T work items is included in a separate Appendix 1 to this liaison statement. 
Proposal
TDAG is kindly invited to consider this liaison statement and its annexes and coordinate with TSAG and RAG on the following aspects, as appropriate:
· Invite comments if any, from ITU-T study groups (through TSAG) and ITU-R study groups (through RAG) on the mapping in Annex 2, Annex 3 and Appendix 1 respectively;
· Compile the comments received from the three ITU Sectors to produce a living document that contains the updated mapping;
· Devise a mechanism to store the living document in a repository common across the three ITU Sectors, so that it can continuously be updated by all study groups (and/or through their respective study group secretariats) whenever appropriate, but at least annually.
[bookmark: _GoBack]


	TDAG-19/41-E	Page 4

	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	Ms Fleur Regina Assoumou Bessou, Chairman, ITU-D Study Group 1

	
	Phone number:
	+225 20 3458 80

	
	E-mail:
	bessou.regina@artci.ci

	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	Mr Ahmad Reza Sharafat, Chairman, ITU-D Study Group 2

	
	Phone number:
	+98 912 106 1716 (Iran); +41 76 622 7447 (Switzerland)

	
	E-mail:
	ahmad.sharafat@gmail.com



Annex 1: Intra-sector mapping between ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions 
In 2018 the ITU-D study groups pursued an intra-sectoral Question-to-Question mapping. The current draft matrix of relationships and interactions between study Questions in ITU-D SG1 and ITU-D SG2 is shared with an aim to identify areas of possible areas of overlap and opportunities where collaboration could be further strengthened. This is a living document which is expected to evolve over the study period as the study Questions progress their work. Rapporteur Groups will review the mapping and make updates when this is deemed appropriate.
[bookmark: _Hlk523600036]Matrix of ITU-D Study Group 1 and 2 Questions[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  The purpose of the mapping work is to identify topics of mutual interest and the entities responsible for those topics across the three Sectors of the Union. The result of the mapping work will function as a guide to facilitate smoother information exchange within the Union in connection with the identified topics of mutual interest. As a result of the approved mapping, responsible entities in each Sector will know whom to contact regarding incoming and outgoing communications regarding the identified topics of mutual interest.] 
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Annex 2: Mapping of ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions to ITU-R Working Parties 
In 2018, following a proposal from the membership, ITU-D study groups initiated a mapping between the work in ITU-D study Questions and ITU-R Working Parties. While the mapping between ITU-D and ITU-T work includes mapping from ITU-D study Questions to ITU-T study groups, study Questions and work items, the mapping of ITU-R and ITU-D work presented below focuses on mapping to the level of ITU-R working parties only. The current mapping which was updated during the ITU-D SG1 and SG2 meetings in March 2019 is considered stable. 
Matrix of ITU-D Questions and ITU-R Working Parties[footnoteRef:2] [2:  The purpose of the mapping work is to identify topics of mutual interest and the entities responsible for those topics across the three Sectors of the Union. The result of the mapping work will function as a guide to facilitate smoother information exchange within the Union in connection with the identified topics of mutual interest. As a result of the approved mapping, responsible entities in each Sector will know whom to contact regarding incoming and outgoing communications regarding the identified topics of mutual interest.] 
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Annex 3: Revised mapping of ITU-D SG1 and SG2 Questions of interest to work items and Questions in ITU-T study groups 
TSAG document to March 2019 SG1 and SG2 meetings, Table 2 (1/122, 2/131) was used as basis for the mapping. Updates were subsequently made following incoming liaison statements and detailed review (see Appendix 1 ‒ ITU-D Questions vis-à-vis ITU-T work items). The current mapping which was updated during the ITU-D SG1 and SG2 meetings in March 2019 is considered stable. 
Matrix of ITU-D Questions and ITU-T Questions[footnoteRef:3] [3:  The purpose of the mapping work is to identify topics of mutual interest and the entities responsible for those topics across the three Sectors of the Union. The result of the mapping work will function as a guide to facilitate smoother information exchange within the Union in connection with the identified topics of mutual interest. As a result of the approved mapping, responsible entities in each Sector will know whom to contact regarding incoming and outgoing communications regarding the identified topics of mutual interest.] 
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