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	Asia-Pacific Telecommunity Member Administrations

	Proposal of Regional Initiatives for Asia-Pacific

	

	

	Priority area:	Regional Initiatives, related projects and financing mechanisms
Summary:
Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) Member Administrations have developed and endorsed Asia-Pacific Regional Initiatives.
Expected results:
That the Asia-Pacific Regional Initiatives APT Member Administrations have endorsed be included in the relevant section of the Buenos Aires Action Plan for implementation in accordance with Resolution 17 (Rev. Dubai, 2014). 
References:
Dubai Action Plan, Section 3 – Regional Initiatives, Asia-Pacific Regional Initiatives (pp.133-137); WTDC Resolution 17 (Rev. Dubai, 2014).


PROPOSAL
[bookmark: _GoBack]APT Member Administrations propose to include the following Asia-Pacific Regional Initiatives in the Buenos Aires Action Plan and suppress the Regional Initiatives for Asia-Pacific region in Section 3 of the Dubai Action Plan. 


REGIONAL INITIATIVES
[bookmark: _Toc393980046]ASIA-PACIFIC REGIONAL INITIATIVES
SUP	ACP/22A8/1
[bookmark: _Toc393980047]ASP1: Special consideration for least developed countries, small island developing states, including Pacific island countries, and landlocked developing countries

ADD	ACP/22A8/2
ASP1: Addressing special needs of least developed countries, small island developing states, including Pacific island countries, and landlocked developing countries
Objective: To provide special assistance to least developed countries (LDCs), small island developing states (SIDS), including Pacific island countries, and landlocked developing countries (LLDCs) in order to meet their priority telecommunication/ICT requirements.
Expected results: 
1)	Policy and regulatory frameworks developed for broadband infrastructure, ICT applications and cybersecurity, taking into account the special needs of LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs, and human capacity strengthened to address future policy and regulatory challenges;
2)	Universal access to telecommunications/ICTs promoted in LDCs, SIDS, and LLDCs;
3)	LDCs, SIDS, and LLDCs assisted with adopting telecommunication/ICT applications in disaster management, relating to disaster prediction, preparedness, adaptation, monitoring, mitigation, response, rehabilitation and recovery of telecommunication/ICT networks based on their priority needs;
4)	LDCs, SIDS and LLDCs assisted in their efforts to achieve internationally agreed goals, such as the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Istanbul Plan of Action for LDCs, the Samoa Pathway for SIDS and the Vienna Programme of Action for LLDCs. 

SUP	ACP/22A8/3
[bookmark: _Toc393980048]ASP2: Emergency telecommunications

ADD	ACP/22A8/4
ASP2: Harnessing ICTs to support the digital economy and an inclusive digital society
Objective: To assist Member States in utilizing ICTs to reap the benefits of the digital economy and in addressing the human and technical capacity challenges to bridging the digital divide.

Expected results: 
1)	Strategic national frameworks planned and elaborated on digital economy as well as associated toolkits for selected ICT applications and services; 
2)	Repository established of all work done within the ITU relating to the digital economy since WTDC 2014 and updated annually;
3)	Policies, strategies and guidelines developed for practical implementation, including for Internet of Things (IoT) and Smart Cities;
4)	ICT/mobile applications deployed to improve the delivery of value added services in sectors such as health, education, agriculture, governance, energy, financial services and e-commerce;
5)	Knowledge best practices and case studies on various telecommunication/ICT applications identified, collated and shared; 
6)	Cross sectoral national digital skills programmes developed for inclusiveness, especially for women, youth, elderly and people with specific needs.

SUP	ACP/22A8/5
[bookmark: _Toc393980049]ASP3: Harnessing the benefits of new technologies

ADD	ACP/22A8/6
ASP3: Fostering development of infrastructure to enhance digital connectivity
Objective: To assist Member States in the development of telecommunication/ICT infrastructure in order to facilitate provision of services and applications on that infrastructure
Expected results: 
1)	Analogue networks migrated/transitioned to digital networks, affordable wired and wireless technologies (including interoperability of ICT infrastructure) applied, and the use of digital dividend optimized;
2)	Use of new and emerging technologies for the development of telecommunication/ICT networks maximized, including 5G and Smart Grids infrastructure and services; 
3)	Capacity to develop and implement national broadband plans strengthened in order to provide broadband access to unserved and underserved areas (including support for study of the status of national broadband networks and international connectivity), to promote affordable access, especially for youth, women and indigenous peoples, children, to select appropriate technologies, to develop and use Universal Service Fund effectively, and to develop financially and operationally sustainable business models; 
4)	Internet exchange points (IXPs) promoted as a long-term solution to advance connectivity, IPv6-based networks and applications deployed and transition from IPv4 to IPv6 progressed; 
5)	Capacity to implement C&I procedures and testing, and plan resources for C&I programmes strengthened, and the establishment of common regional and sub-regional C&I regimes facilitated (including the adoption and implementation of mutual recognition arrangements);
6)	Spectrum-management issues addressed including radio frequency planning, new spectrum sharing approaches, harmonization spectrum allocation and spectrum monitoring systems, and preparations towards WRCs and implementation of outcomes of WRCs supported; 
7)	Skills built for the development and use of satellite telecommunications; 
8)	Cooperation with international/regional organizations strengthened to enhance regional ICT connectivity such as Asia-Pacific Information Superhighway (AP-IS).

SUP	ACP/22A8/7
[bookmark: _Toc393980050]ASP4: Development of broadband access and adoption of broadband

ADD	ACP/22A8/8
ASP4: Enabling policy and regulatory environments
Objective: To assist Member States in developing appropriate policy and regulatory frameworks, fostering innovation, enhancing skills, increasing information sharing and strengthening regulatory cooperation which contribute to a supportive regulatory environment for all stakeholders 
Expected results: 
1)	Information shared on developments in policy, legal, and regulatory frameworks as well as market developments in the ICT sector and the digital economies it enables; 
2)	Strategies, policies, and legal and regulatory frameworks developed, implemented and reviewed, including for next generation universal service obligation (USO), consumer protection, transformation of SMEs to digital enterprises, and innovation and entrepreneurship;
3)	Inclusive dialogues encouraged and cooperation strengthened among national and regional regulators, policy-makers and other telecommunication/ICT stakeholders as well as with other sectors of the economy on topical policy, legal, regulatory and market issues;
4)	Institutional, human and technical capacity strengthened on topical policy, legal, regulatory issues, as well as on economic and financial issues and market developments;
5)	Improved awareness of policy and regulatory frameworks relating to data privacy and cross border data; 
6)	Strategic frameworks developed to support research and development activities in ICT in developing countries.

SUP	ACP/22A8/9
[bookmark: _Toc393980051]ASP5: Policy and regulation

ADD	ACP/22A8/10
ASP5: Contributing to a secure and resilient environment
Objective: To assist Member States to develop and maintain secure, trusted and resilient networks and services, and to address challenges related to climate change and disaster management.
Expected results: 
1)	National and/or regional cybersecurity strategies, national cybersecurity capabilities such as Computer Incident Response Teams established, and good practices collected through the Global Cybersecurity Index shared to nurture a culture of cybersecurity 
2)	Institutional cooperation and coordination among the key actors and stakeholders strengthened at the national, regional and global level (including through organizing cyber drills) and capacity to address issues related to cybersecurity strengthened;
3)	National emergency telecommunication plans and ICT-based initiatives for providing medical (e-health) and humanitarian assistance in disasters and emergencies developed;
4)	Disaster-resilient features incorporated in telecommunication networks and infrastructure, and ICT-based solutions (including wireless and satellite-based technologies) developed to enhance network resilience;
5)	Standards-based monitoring and early-warning systems linked to national and regional networks developed and the use of active and passive space-based sensing systems for disaster prediction, detection and mitigation enhanced;
6)	Comprehensive strategies and measures formulated to help mitigate and respond to the devastating effects of climate change including e-waste policy. 

Reasons:
APT Member Administrations propose to include the above Asia-Pacific Regional Initiatives in the Buenos Aires Action Plan.  
APT Member Administrations propose to suppress the Regional Initiatives for Asia-Pacific region in Section 3 of the Dubai Action Plan.
_________________
	Contact:
	Name/Organization/Entity:
	[bookmark: OrgName]Mr. Joseph McCarroll, WG2 Chair, Australia

	
	E-mail:
	joseph.mccarroll@communications.gov.au
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