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APPENDIX 1:
[bookmark: _GoBack]COMPILATION OF COMMENTS BY THE TDAG CORRESPONDENCE GROUP ON STREAMLINING RESOLUTIONS (CG-SR) AND THE REGIONAL PREPARATORY MEETING FOR WTDC-17 (RPMS) ON STREAMLINING WTDC RESOLUTIONS
Notes: 1) The grayed out lines reflect the general discussion that has taken place at RPMs under the agenda item related to the TDAG Correspondence Group on Streamlining Resolutions (CG-SR).
2) The Documents displayed on a blue background have been agreed as regional proposals. 

	Document & source 
	Resolution/s concerned 
	Rationale

	RPM-CIS

	Document 44
Report by the Chairman of RPM-CIS
	General discussion 
RPM-CIS welcomed Document 11 entitled “Report of the Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC resolutions” and took note of it. 

	Document 23
“Draft merger of Resolution 1 and Resolution 31”,
Russian Federation
	- WTDC Resolution 1 (Rev. Buenos Aires, 2017) “Rules of procedure of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector” 
- WTDC Resolution 31 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) “Regional preparations for World Telecommunication Development Conferences”
	Given the thematic relationship between the issues relating to preparation for WTDCs considered in Section 1 of Resolution 1 and Resolution 31, these documents should be merged in Resolution 1.


	Document 24 
“Proposed aggregation of Resolutions 17 and 32”, Russian Federation
	- WTDC Resolution 17 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) "Implementation of regionally approved initiatives at the national, regional, interregional and global levels" 
- WTDC Resolution 32 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) "International and regional cooperation on regional initiatives"
	The contribution proposes to merge Resolutions 17 and 32, and stresses the importance of constant information exchange between developed and developing countries, need for closer cooperation between ITU and regional organizations, including regional organizations of regulators, and the need to organize joint events with regional organizations and academia to provide them direct technical assistance as well as to report on the results of projects implemented under Regional Initiatives to other regions worldwide.
RPM-CIS supported the contribution and agreed to prepare on this basis an RCC common proposal to WTDC17.

	Document 13
”Proposed modifications to Resolution 32”,
Russian Federation
	WTDC Resolution 32 (Rev. Hyderabad, 2010) “International and regional cooperation on regional initiatives”
	This contribution contains a proposal for a rewording of WTDC Resolution 32. The changes stem from the need to develop collaboration in the area of extending the results of projects implemented under regional initiatives to other regions worldwide. 
It was noted that proposed modifications were incorporated in Document 24 as a result of preliminary discussions at the RCC Working Group in September 2016. 
As RPM-CIS agreed to support Document 24, related to the merging of Resolutions 17 and 32 (Document 24), Document 13 will not be submitted to WTDC-17.

	Document 25 
“Proposed aggregation of Resolutions 37 and 50”, Russian Federation
	- WTDC Resolution 37 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) “Bridging the digital divide” 
- WTDC Resolution 50 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) “Optimal integration of information and communication technologies”
	The contribution proposes to merge Resolutions 37 and 50 dedicated to bridging the digital divide and to update references.
RPM-CIS supported the contribution and agreed to prepare on this basis an RCC common proposal to WTDC-17.

	RPM-AFR

	Document 25
Report by the Chairman of RPM-AFR 
	General discussion 
RPM-AFR welcomed and noted Document 11 entitled “Report of the Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC resolutions”. 
In addition, several Member States noted the need to streamlines existing resolutions, however while mentioning the importance to effectively measure the impact on implementation.
Member States expressed that they needed some guidance on how to minimize the resolutions and focus on resolutions that can be implemented and regularly monitor the progress on implementation. The implementation of ITU-R Resolution 69 was used as an example of how BDT could assist in its implementation given that television broadcasting in Africa still relied extensively on satellite technologies.

	RPM-ARB

	Document 46
Report by the Chairman of RPM-ARB 
	General discussion 
RPM-ARB thanked the Secretariat for the contribution and noted Document 11 entitled “Report of the Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC resolutions”. 
Participants suggested the approach could be used by other Sectors. Several proposals were made. In a request from participants for clarifications on the contribution’s proposals to merge specific Resolutions, the BDT Director explained that the main issue raised by the contribution are the guiding principles for streamlining existing WTDC Resolutions. Participants noted that while the guidelines can be used by regional groups in developing their common proposals, they need not be adopted and discussed as a rule in WTDC. The Secretariat confirmed that Member States make decisions and noted that the RPM-ARB discussions will be taken into consideration at the next meeting of the CGSR, in which delegates were also encouraged to participate. 
In addition, Member States were encouraged to carefully assess the need to submit proposals for new resolutions, and instead consider addressing issues through other mechanisms such as the WTDC Action Plan.
Participants encouraged the strengthening of coordination and collaboration between the Sectors with the aim of effective and efficient implementation of decisions of ITU conferences.

	RPM-AMS

	Document 41
Report by the Chairman of RPM-AMS
	General discussion 
RPM-AMS welcomed Document 11 entitled "Report of the 2nd meeting of the TDAG Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC resolutions". 
The meeting took note of the contribution and agreed that further work will be carried out on streamlining resolutions for WTDC17. In this regard, it was proposed to take into account the implications these resolutions have on human and financial resources during future regional meetings in preparation for WTDC17.

	Document 17 
“Preliminary considerations of argentina on streamlining resolutions”,
Argentine Republic

	All resolutions
	The Argentine Administration would like to acknowledge the work of CG-SR in order to achieve an optimum number of Resolutions at the next WTDC and join the work in pursuit of that outcome.
To this end, Argentina shared with the group some considerations :
· Existing resolutions have been adopted by the Conference in full accordance with the mandate of the Development Sector and the guidelines provided by the Strategic Plan of the Union.  
· Existing resolutions would have to be revised in order to unify those dealing with similar issues or those that require to be dealt jointly.
· Resolutions adopted by the WTDC should provide clear mandates both to the BDT and the Study Groups, to fully understand which is the expected outcome at the end of the period and who should provide it.
· There is an imbalance in the work of the Study Groups and the issues related to the production of reports, guidelines and Recommendations. There should be further analysis of the way the discussion and development of guidelines and Recommendations are bound together in accordance with the tasks that existing Resolutions may assign.
· Further information and clarity is needed regarding interrelationships between Goals and Results and existing Resolutions.
· Closer correlations needs to be achieved between adopted Resolutions and the Implementation of Regional Projects and Initiatives. Greater involvement and participation of Member States and Regional Telecommunication Organizations is needed, because it is there where these initiatives are agreed. 
· The Argentine Administration expressed their comncern that different requirements are established for the work of the Development Sector, which have not been implemented in the other two sectors, such as, requiring a minimum number of support for new Resolutions. Uniform working methods for ITU must be saught taking into account that all Resolutions arise from consensus at WTDC, so in this particular case, we do not consider appropriate to maintain the last criterion regarding new peoposed resolutions.
Regarding the draft guiding principles, further discussion would be necessary since, for example, sectors usually take into account the guidelines of PP that are stated in Resolutions and, then, work according to their spheres of competence in how to meet each goal. Likewise, those development goals that are adopted by different forums may require, or need, an action by ITU so they should also be included in order to clearly reflect which contributions may be implemented and how. 
In this line of thought, the work of the Development Sector towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals and the 2030 Agenda is necessary and appropriate, but it will also be necessary to study, and where appropriate, to promote the corresponding amendments to adapt the sector’s responsibilities. All this should clearly derive from the outcomes of the next WTDC.
RPM-AMS welcomed the document and took note of the contribution.

	Document 28 “Draft merger of Resolution 46 (Assistance and promotion for indigenous communities in the world: Information society through information and communication technology) and Resolution 68”,
Republic of Paraguay 
	- WTDC Resolution 46 (Rev. Doha, 2006)  “Assistance and promotion for indigenous communities in the world: Information society through information and communication technology” 
- WTDC Resolution 68 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) “Assistance to indigenous peoples within the activities of the Telecommunication Development Bureau in its related programmes”
	Streamlining WTDC Resolutions – draft merger

	Document 29
“Draft merger of Resolution 50 (Optimal integration of information and communication technologies) and Resolution 54”,
Republic of Paraguay
	- WTDC Resolution 50 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) "Optimal integration of information and communication technologies and their applications”
- WTDC Resolution 54 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) “Information and communication technology applications"
	Streamlining WTDC Resolutions – draft merger

	Document 30
“Proposed deletion of Resolution 54 - Information and communication technology applications”,
Republic of Paraguay
	- WTDC Resolution 54 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) "Information and communication technology applications"

	Proposed abrogation of this resolution, linked to Document 29 and the merger of Resolutions 50 and 54

	Document 31
“Draft elimination of Resolution 68”,
Republic of Paraguay
	WTDC Resolution 68 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) "Assistance to indigenous peoples within the activities of the Telecommunication Development Bureau in its related programmes"
	Proposed abrogation of this resolution, linked to Document 2 an8d the merger of Resolutions 46 and 68

	RPM-ASP

	Document 36
Report by the Chairman of RPM-ASP
	General discussion 
Document 11: The document, entitled “Report of the Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC resolutions”, was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director.
RPM-ASP welcomed the document and expressed its support for the streamlining exercise. The meeting noted that the exercise of streamlining resolutions should not lead to the loss of substance of existing resolutions. Clarifications were sought on the submission of new resolutions, as well as on references in the WTDC-17 Action Plan to PP and WTDC resolutions, and to resolutions from other Sectors. It was noted that the draft WTDC Action Plan (document 8), includes reference to PP and WTDC resolutions and recommendations. The meeting also recommended that during the streamlining exercise, countries should take into account the need to avoid proposing too many resolutions.  However, issues dealing with new developments could be considered.

	Document 21
“Proposal to streamline Resolutions 37 and 50”,
Singapore
	- WTDC Resolution 37 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) on Bridging the Digital Divide
- WTDC Resolution 50 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) on Optimal integration of information and communication technologies

	Bearing in mind the drafting guidelines on streamlining WTDC resolutions, which was adopted by TDAG Correspondence Group on streamlining WTDC Resolutions, Resolution 37 and Resolution 50 were identified due to their thematic relationship to bridge the digital divide.
Considering the broad scope of Resolution 37 that sets the context for bridging the digital divide, and the aim of Resolution 50 to narrow the digital gap through ICT integration, it is proposed to merge Resolution 37 and 50, with the latter to be abrogated.

	Document 22 “Proposal to streamline Resolutions 17 and 32”,    
Singapore
	- WTDC Resolution 17 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) on Implementation of regionally approved initiatives at the national, regional Inter-regional and global levels
- WTDC Resolution 32 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) on International and regional cooperation on regional initiatives covers the implementation of regional initiatives at the international and regional levels
	Noting that both Resolution 17 on Implementation of regionally approved initiatives at the national, regional Inter-regional and global levels and Resolution 32 on International and regional cooperation on regional initiatives covers the implementation of regional initiatives at the international and regional levels, there is room to streamline the two resolutions, with the latter to be abrogated, given the duplicated text and overlapping concepts in both.
Singapore has also taken note of the work done by the TDAG Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC Resolutions and Recommendations as well as the drafting guidelines on streamlining WTDC resolutions adopted by the Correspondence Group. 

	RPM-EUR

	Document 38
Report by the Chairman of RPM-EUR
	General discussion 
Document 11: The document, entitled “Report of the Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC resolutions”, was introduced on behalf of the BDT Director.
RPM-EUR welcomed and supported the report of the Correspondence Group on Streamlining WTDC Resolutions.

	Document 26 “Follow up to the report on the resolution 33 (Rev. Dubai, 2014)”, 
Republic of Serbia
	- WTDC Resolution 33 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) on Assistance and Support to Serbia for Rebuilding its Destroyed Public Broadcasting System
	Republic of Serbia expressed its appreciation to BDT for support on the implementation of PP Resolution 126 and WTDC Resolution 33. The role of BDT was recognised in the provision of appropriate assistance in order to support Serbia in rebuilding its public broadcasting system and improving digital broadcasting coverage. 
The document proposes to suppress WTDC Resolution 33, taking into account advanced status of the development of the digital broadcasting system in Republic of Serbia. Member States congratulated Serbia for their efficient utilization of the available resources in the successful transition to digital terrestrial television broadcasting.  
RPM-EUR welcomed the document and noted the contribution. It was noted that document 29 might be part of the streamlining process should the WTDC Resolution 67 be suppressed.

	Document 29 “Suppression of Resolution 67 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) the role of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector in child online protection”, Sweden
	- WTDC Resolution 67 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) on the role of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector in child online protection
	The contribution proposes the suppression of WTDC Resolution 67 (Rev. Dubai, 2014), in line with streamlining WTDC resolutions. The contribution notes that the subject, child online protection, is important but the operative parts of the resolution are almost completely covered by PP Resolution 179 (Rev. Busan, 2014) on ITU's role in child online protection. If Resolution 67 is not supressed there may be a need to amend it to reflect the latest developments. 
Comments were made on the need to have a WTDC Resolution since the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference is already covering this issue with a specific Resolution on the topic. 
In case Resolution 67 (Rev. Dubai, 2014) is not supressed, the contributions also puts forward concrete amendments to the existing text in order to reflect the latest developments.
The ITU Secretariat clarified that this contribution could be addressed within the work of CG-SR.
RPM-EUR welcomed the document and noted the contribution.
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