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Introduction 
In December 2015, Mauricio MACRI took office as President of the Argentine Republic with the management goal of serving and working towards the country’s development, so that all inhabitants throughout Argentina have equal opportunities.
The current government’s agenda focuses on opening to international dialogue in order to enhance accountability, government’s transparence and economic reforms, as well as to increase market competition and diversification with the aim of promoting investment and public-private partnerships, and of translating results into effective regulation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Other relevant aspects of this administration are the decisions adopted in the macroeconomic scenario such as the suppression of the clamp on foreign currency, the implementation of new rules for imports, the control of inflation sources and the reduction of tax deficit.
Additionally, in terms of foreign policy the government intends to reinsert Argentina in the global map based on values that can convey the country’s potential.
Among the challenges that the current government is set to tackle there is that of reversing technological and regulatory frame backlog in the telecommunication/ICT sector, stagnated and affected by lack of investment.
In this context, the proposal is to develop a strategic vision to cover the needs of Argentina’s inhabitants, such as promoting the mass use of telecommunications/ICT and defining policies that ensure transparence and investment predictability in the field of telecommunications/ICT, since one of the pillars of this administration is the reduction of “Digital Poverty”.
The main goal in this field is to create a digital ecosystem that allows all argentines to have access to new high-speed broadband services anywhere in the country by 2019.
In line with the above, President Mauricio MACRI created the Ministry of Communications, headed by Minister Oscar Raúl AGUAD, with the central role of managing and being the enforcement authority of the telecommunication/ICT sector.
Priorities to develop telecommunications/ICT sum up follows: 
Fostering the development of a modern fixed and mobile high-speed broadband infrastructure;
Improving the quality of the mobile network;
Developing a modern regulatory framework considering both technological convergence (networks, services, etc.) and the new challenges posed by the digital economy;
Bridging the country’s digital divide – eradicating digital poverty.
Argentina aims to the convergence of the technological change, the elimination of the physical and geographical barriers and the decentralization of information and data, integrated in a balanced model that promotes the participation of the national Government, the private sector, the civil society and all stakeholders.

Argentina reconverts the 
“Telecommunications/ICT-enabling environment” paradigm
through the 

· New Convergent Communications Law
The national Executive Branch through Decree 267/2015 created the DRAFTING COMMITTEE FOR THE NEW COMMUNICATIONS LAW in charge of performing the reform, updating and unification of Acts 26.522 (regulating Audiovisual Communication Services) and 27.078 (regulating Information and Communication Technologies). 
The draft bill will define clear, open and flexible rules that guarantee legal certainty promoting public and private investment, to enable technological revolution and to promote competition among non-profit privately managed providers.
The draft bill for the New Convergent Communications Law shall also seek to extend the right to quality, plural and democratic communications for all argentines. Along these same lines, its goal is to unite, gather and generate convergence integrating and including plurality of voices to promote equal opportunity values and rights for all citizens.
The Minister of Communications Mr Oscar Raúl Aguad was part of the Drafting Committee with authorities from the Ministry of Communications, the National Communication Agency (ENACOM) and the National Satellite Company (ARSAT S.A.). Argentine top specialists and renowned professionals in the fields of constitutional law and communication also took part in the committee.
The Drafting Committee has closed the consultative stage ensuring the participation of consumer associations, trade unions, business chambers, journalists, universities, the civil society, specialists in the field, etc., who weighed in and expressed solid arguments to be taken into account in the bill.
Also, this draft bill for Convergent Communications will ensure the protection of competition in order to foster diversity of voices, cultural pluralism, federal dialogue and national production of contents.
The Drafting Committee considers that they will bring the bill before Parliament during the first semester of 2017 for subsequent treatment and debate.
· Federal Internet Plan 
The current Government is marked by openness to dialogue with all actors, public and private, with the aim of fostering the development of public policies with social inclusion in the telecommunications/ICT sector, throughout the whole national territory.
Along these lines, in May 2016, the Federal Internet Plan was launched with the participation of the Ministry of Communications (MINCOM), the National Communication Agency (ENACOM) and the National Satellite Company (ARSAT S.A.) for its implementation.
The Federal Internet Plan is a federal, plural and inclusive policy intended to bring broadband internet to 1,200 localities through ARSAT S.A. with a total investment of 4.6 million pesos (approximately equivalent to USD 288 million) through a program that will be developed in TWO years, covering 30% of Argentines who inhabit 70% of the national territory. 
It is important to point out the national State stipulated that ARSAT S.A. will provide wholesale internet to cooperatives and SMEs (Small and Medium Enterprises) to an equal or lower cost than the one paid by major companies in urban centers.
The integration of cooperatives and SMEs to the telecommunications/ICT market creates the opportunity of bringing development to small localities on an equal footing with the large urban centers, nationwide. Along the same line of thought, local Internet providers will be responsible for developing the last mile.
Access to telecommunications/ICT will reach each locality and community allowing the digital ecosystem to develop with the use of the same productive, educational, computer and cultural tools as the ones in major urban centers, under similar conditions. 
The investment of 4.6 million pesos in two years is composed of $ 3.6 in network deployment and $ 1 billion in the incorporation of technology to the fiber optic network (lighting).
The Federal Network will be 32,000 kilometers long. As December 2015 there were only 6,500 kilometers in operation and currently there are over 17,900 kilometers with lighting, connecting 9.5 million people nationwide.
It is estimated that the network will reach the homes of 29 million people with high quality internet by the end of 2017. 
The transforming effect of new technologies makes policy makers regard telecommunications/ICT as a universal right, i.e. they become an essential tool for personal development.
Finally, it should be pointed out that the local service providers (companies, cooperatives, SMEs, etc.) will provide connectivity free of charge in cities of up to 50,000 inhabitants, health care centers (hospitals), schools, security institutions (police stations) and local municipalities.
· Connectivity Program 
This program is part of the Federal Internet Plan in which the Government called for the submission of projects to extend coverage in unserved areas of the country, or otherwise enhance the quality of service in poorly served areas.  
Based on the understanding that without connectivity, the life of citizens cannot be improved, the Government through the National Communication Agency (ENACOM) invited sector players to submit projects in the framework of the Connectivity Program to universalized broadband nationwide.
The Connectivity Program also includes the subscription of agreements with provinces, municipalities and other government agencies with the purpose of raising awareness and advising on the importance of the deployment of mobile communication networks nationwide.
In 2016, 31 agreements were signed (28 municipal agreements and 3 provincial agreements).
In addition, the goal of this program is also to improve the quality of service of mobile telephony in those areas that require a greater deployment of infrastructure, keeping up with the advance of information and communication technologies (ICT) throughout the country.
For its part, ENACOM allocated ARSAT S.A., who is charge of the Federal Fiber Optic Network (REFEFO), $ 1,329 million from the Universal Service Fund to finance projects destined to the deployment of infrastructure in the most disadvantaged areas of the country in terms of telecommunications/ICT.
This public policy intends to foster equal and universal access to ICT services throughout the national territory, to federalize the broadband ecosystem through the implementation of a comprehensive connectivity strategy, to reduce regional disparities in the generation and use of ICT services, to strengthen digital inclusion, to improve the quality of the access to ICT services and to promote sector’s competition.
-	Incorporation of Mobile Virtual Network Operators (MVNOs) to the telecommunication/ICT market 
There are important experiences in different countries around the world about the positive effects that the entrance of MVNOs may have in the market, from the point of view of investment, competition and users’ wellbeing. Therefore, it is to be expected that the consolidation of the Mobile Virtual Network Operator (MVNO) figure in Argentina will bring along major changes in the mobile communications market, through the incorporation of new providers and the expansion of the range of services and offers for users, fostering a competitive market with investments and improvements in supply quality and conditions.
As a regulatory policy to pair with the technological convergence of networks and services, the Ministry of Communications approved Regulations stipulating that Mobile Network Operators (MNO) shall provide access to their telecommunication network and where necessary, interconnection to the Mobile Virtual Network Operators (MVNOs) pursuant to the prices, terms and conditions established freely between the parties of the Service Agreement that they will subscribe to such effects, on the basis of the Reference Offer that the former shall make. This provision suggests establishing reasonable and non-discriminatory terms so that they do not constitute barriers to enter and to stay in the MVNOs market.
For their part, the above Regulations empowers the National Communication Agency (ENACOM) to review the Reference Offer, on an exceptional basis and during the first year the rule is in force, and to limit the capacity for the group of the mobile virtual operators (MVNOs) based on the analyses of the forecasts for traffic and deployment status of the mobile communication service networks. It should be pointed out that exercising this power under no circumstances shall delay the entrance of MVNOs in the market.
· Access to Mobile Internet Program
In July 2016, the Government launched this program to renew 8 million cell phones.
This public policy under the name of Access to Mobile Internet Program (PAIM) proposes to clear congested spectrum bands and to improve the quality of service for all users throughout the country.
This initiative is consolidated by the celebration of an agreement between manufacturers and mobile service providers so that users can buy 4G-enabled smarthphones at a low cost, starting at $2,200 (approximately USD 140). 
Another important aspect of this program is that users will be able to acquire new generation cell phones at affordable prices and with up to 12 installment financing. The program is expected to reach 8 million people who will stop using 2G and 3G mobile services to move to 4G.
This launch is part of a group of actions and initiatives of the Executive branch to invigorate the telecommunications/ICT sector which expects to have investments in new technologies of about $ 80 billion pesos (around USD 5.2 billion) in the next few years. This will have a strong impact on the production of increased infrastructure, more antenna deployment, more fiber optic and better equipment.
By the end of 2017, it is expected that 45% will operate on 4G networks (approximately 16 million devices), where currently only 22% have access to this technology. 
The Access to Mobile Internet Program is powered by the Ministry of Communications and the Ministry of Production, with the participation of mobile operators; the factories installed in Tierra del Fuego that are part Association of Argentine Electronic Terminals Factories (AFARTE); and of different mobile equipment/device manufacturers.
The main goal is to migrate to 4G technology which will allow us to clear the 2G and 3G spectrum bands.
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