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Introduction

1.
At the 2008 meeting of TDAG, the delegation of Japan submitted Document 27 containing a proposal to improve the work of the ITU-D Study Groups and Rapporteurs’ Groups.

2.
TDAG took note of the contribution and recommended that the proposal be sent to the ITU-D Study Groups for their consideration, taking into account Resolution 1 of WTDC-06 (Doha).

3.
While the delegation of Japan was unable to present its proposal to Study Group 1, it did present it to Study Group 2 as Document 2/198 with some amendments calling, in particular, for:

a. A more extensive use of e-discussion on the ITU-D website coupled with automatic translation to the other five languages.
b. The holding of Rapporteur’s group meetings in blocks as proposed for 2008. Considering the number of vice-Chairmen, each Study Group vice-Chairman should have the responsibility of a block of rapporteur’s groups meetings. A Plenary meeting at the end of each of the clustered groups would facilitate the follow up of discussions by delegations unable to attend all Rapporteur’s meetings. 

c. There are many seminars, workshops and conferences planned by BDT on a host of different issues, globally and regionally. It is proposed by Japan that BDT creates a database of past records of workshops/seminars compiling data on speakers, lecturers and experts to facilitate BDT activities.

d. The case study library on rural and remote communications which exists now on the ITU-D website should be expanded and enhanced. If made more visible and dynamic, the case study library will help promote partnerships, in particular between the private and public sectors.

The Chairman of Study Group 2 undertook to report the results of the discussions to the next meeting of TDAG in 2009.

Results of the discussions
 

1.
Study Group 2 agreed with the principle of conducting intersessional work through electronic correspondence which is currently used by many Rapporteurs Groups in both Study Groups. Both Study Groups also took note of the new ITU-D Study Groups website which aims to consolidate information, improve the navigability and provide a more user-friendly interface, thus helping the membership to derive the most from the information made available on the site.
2.
The experience of clustering the meetings of Rapporteurs’ Groups proved to be beneficial in 2008 and both Study Groups endorsed the initiative and decided to continue to do so in 2009.

3.
As regards the proposal to provide automatic translations to facilitate e-discussions which are currently limited to English, the representative of the Conferences and Publications Department informed participants of Study Group 2 that “trials on automatic translations by ITU and other UN organizations had not proven conclusive because the output of the translation was neither good nor reliable and that automatic translations could not be a substitute to professional man-made translations, particularly as  most of ITU texts had a regulatory character".

4.
Regarding the proposal to call upon the Vice-Chairmanship of the two Study Groups to each have responsibility for a block of Rapporteurs’ Groups Meetings, it was considered that this would be equivalent to returning to a working party structure and was contrary to the decision made by both Study Groups at their initial meeting in the period 2006-2010 not to have supervisory level for the Rapporteurs’ Groups meetings other than the corresponding Study Group
.

Conclusions
1.
TDAG is invited to thank Japan for its contribution, to take note of the discussions and to take any action it deems fit.

2.
In my capacity as Chairman of Study Group 2, I propose to create a Correspondence Group open to all members of both Study Groups to work electronically between now and the next TDAG meeting in 2010 in order to propose any amendments that may be required to Resolution 1 (Doha, 2006) entitled Working procedures to be applied by Study Groups, other Groups and the Telecommunication Advisory Group. The Group should also be tasked with bringing any consequential amendments to Resolution 2 (Doha, 2006) entitled “Establishment of Study Groups”. This work should take into consideration the accumulated experience in this cycle by both the members of the Study Groups and the BDT secretariat staff involved in Study Group work.

3.
A similar approach was taken in the second and third cycles with the output of the Correspondence Group tabled to the last meeting of TDAG prior to WTDC-02 and WTDC-06 respectively, to serve as a basis for the adoption of the relevant resolutions by the two conferences (Resolutions 3 and 4, WTDC-02 and Resolutions 1 and 2, WTDC-06).

The correspondence group shall terminate its work not later than the end of 2009 and shall integrate at least in its proposed text those guidelines adopted by TDAG in 2007 and 2008 and the joint management team meeting of the two Study Groups in 2007.
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� The results of the discussion represent the views of Study Group 2 participants only because the proposal was not presented to Study Group 1.


� This working method was adopted for the last three cycles (1998-2010), proved to be more efficient compared with the first cycle (1994-1997) where Study Group structure was composed of three layers:


Rapporteur Groups


Working Parties


Study Group meetings
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