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The 2008 ITU World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly (WTSA) took place in Johannesburg (South Africa) from 21 to 30 October 2008. This document is intended to provide a brief outline of the WTSA resolutions that have direct impact on the work of the Development Sector and the Development Bureau.

It is worth noting that some of the WTSA outcomes are related to capacity building and information dissemination, which are at the core of ITU-D mandate. Moreover, BDT programmes, projects and initiatives are broad enough to include other WTSA outcomes that are relevant to ITU-D mandate.

TDAG is invited to consider the impact of the above-mentioned WTSA resolutions in the work of ITU-D, while weighing the increased volume of activities, the necessary focus on development priorities as decided by the WTDC as well as the existing constraints both in staffing and budget.

Extracts of specific text from the various resolutions is provided, in order to clearly highlight the components related to ITU-D and BDT.

Resolution 38 - Coordination among ITU-T, ITU-R and ITU-D for activities relating to IMT

Extract from the text:

considering

g) that Study Group 2 of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) is currently involved in activities closely coordinated with ITU-T and ITU-R and relating to the development of guidelines on the smooth transition of existing mobile networks to IMT for developing countries, including least developed countries, small island developing states and countries with economies in transition,..

resolves

… 2
that the effective coordination currently established between ITU-T, ITU-R and ITU-D for activities relating to IMT be continued so as to ensure full alignment and harmonization of the work programmes, including the roadmaps, of the three Sectors,…

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau 

to bring this resolution to the attention of the Director of the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) and the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT),

encourages the Directors of the three Bureaux

to investigate new ways to improve the efficiency of ITU work on IMT.

Resolution 44 - Bridging the standardization gap between developing and developed countries

Extract from the text:

resolves

… 2
that the ITU regional offices shall be encouraged to work closely with the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) in order to carry out the objectives of the action plan;

3
to encourage more highly developed countries to establish cooperation programmes with developing countries in the drafting of national technical regulations and conformity assessment procedures as a way of assimilating information technologies and telecommunications and incorporating them into world standardization activities, and through BDT to establish regulatory cooperation programmes;

4
that due to the insufficient resources in the regular budget for essential assistance to developing countries, including for bridging the standardization gap, the annual budget structure should be improved in order to identify and include a separate expenditure line item for bridging standardization gap activities, while at the same time voluntary contributions towards a fund for bridging the standardization gap should be encouraged, and a management mechanism for this fund should be implemented by TSB in close coordination with the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT) for the purpose of implementing the action plan,

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

… 1
to work closely with the Directors of BDT and the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) on implementing the objectives of the action plan annexed to this resolution;…

invites the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

to work closely with the Directors of BDT and BR in order to encourage the formation of partnerships under the patronage of ITU-T as one of the means for financing the action plan, 

Resolution 50 – Cybersecurity

Extracts from the text:

recognizing

… c)
that Programme 3 adopted by the 2006 World Telecommunication Development Conference (Doha, 2006) includes cybersecurity as one of its priority activities, and that ITU-D Question 22/1 addresses the issue of securing information and communication networks through the identification of best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity; and

resolves

… 3 that ITU-T should work closely with ITU-D, particularly in the context of Question 22/1;

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

1
to prepare, in building upon the information base associated with the ICT Security Standards Roadmap and the ITU-D efforts on cybersecurity, and with the assistance of other relevant organizations, an inventory of national, regional and international initiatives and activities to promote, to the maximum extent possible, the worldwide harmonization of strategies and approaches in this critically important area; and

2
to continue to cooperate with the Secretary-General’s initiative on Cybersecurity, and with the Telecommunication Development Bureau in relation to any item concerning Cybersecurity in accordance with the WTDC Resolutions 45 (Doha, 2006), and to ensure coordination among these different activities;… 

Resolution 57 - Strengthening coordination and cooperation among ITU-R, ITU-T and ITU-D on matters of mutual interest

Extract from the text:

resolves

1
to invite the Radiocommunication (RAG), Telecommunication Standardization (TSAG) and Telecommunication Development (TDAG) advisory groups to assist in the identification of  subjects common to the three Sectors and mechanisms to enhance cooperation and collaboration in all Sectors on matters of mutual interest;

2
to invite the Directors of the BR, TSB and BDT to collaborate and report to the respective Sector advisory bodies on options for improving cooperation at the secretariat level to ensure that close coordination is maximized…

Resolution 58 - Encourage the creation of national Computer Emergency Response Teams (CERTs), particularly for developing countries

Extract from the text:

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau, in collaboration with the Director of the Telecommunication Development Bureau

1
to identify, the best practices to establish CERTs; 

2
identify where CERTs are needed; 

3
to collaborate with international experts and bodies to realise the establishment of national CERTs;

Resolution 64 – IP addresses allocation and encouraging the deployment of IPv6

Extract from the text:

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau in close collaboration with the Director of the BDT,

1
to initiate a Project to assist developing countries responding to their regional needs as identified by Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT). The Project should be carried out jointly by Telecommunication Standardization Bureau (TSB) and BDT taking into consideration the involvement of those partners willing to join, and bringing their expertise, …

Resolution 70 – Telecommunication/information and communication technology accessibility for persons with disabilities

Extract from the text:

recognizing,

… c) studies under Question [20/1] of the ITU Telecommunication Development Sector (ITU-D) on access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities;

invites the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

… 3
to work collaboratively on accessibility-related activities with the Directors of the Radiocommunication Bureau (BR) and the Telecommunication Development Bureau (BDT), in particular concerning awareness and mainstreaming of telecommunication/ICT accessibility standards, reporting findings to the Council as appropriate;

4
to work collaboratively on accessibility-related activities with ITU-D, in particular developing programmes that enable developing countries to introduce services that allow persons with disabilities to utilize telecommunication services effectively; …

Resolution 76 - Studies related to conformance and interoperability testing, assistance to developing countries, and a possible future ITU mark programme

Extract from the text:

instructs the Director of the Telecommunication Standardization Bureau

in cooperation with the Radiocommunication Bureau and the Telecommunication Development Bureau, to conduct exploratory activities in each region in order to identify and prioritize the problems faced by developing countries related to achieving interoperability of ICT equipment and services; …
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