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1.
Overall situation in 2008

The BDT Sector Membership main goal is dual: first, to bring new ICT companies and organizations into the work of the ITU‑D Sector; second, to contribute to maintaining them as Sector Members, through the quality of our activities and services as well as their communication and promotion. The BDT works towards this objective in full collaboration with the ITU Regional Offices following-up closely with the companies and organizations wishing to become ITU‑D Sector Members, as well as those who have encountered financial difficulties and are suspended.

This approach has been fruitful. The ITU‑D Sector has welcomed 26 new Sector Members in 2008 and, by 24 November, we had 311 Sector Members.
The number of new ITU‑D Sector Members in November 2008 is close to that of the years 2004 and 2007 at the same period, 2005 and 2006 being the best in terms of newcomers. This might be explained by the interest of non ITU‑D Sector Members in participating in the Regional Preparatory Meetings (RPMs) and World Telecommunication Development Conference (WTDC) which took place in 2005 and 2006 respectively. In that sense, we might expect good results in 2009 and 2010. 
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Further to Antalya’s Resolution 152, 66 ITU-D Sector Members could have been suspended from participation in our meetings and conferences in July 2008. Nevertheless, only 18 suspensions have actually occurred as of today. A strong ITU team composed of the Administration and Finance Department, the ITU Regional Offices and the BDT, has put into place a strategy to follow up each case independently. Again, this approach has been fruitful.

However, should these 18 companies and organizations not pay their 2008 contribution before the end of the year they will no longer be ITU‑D Sector Members by January 2009.

This figure compares positively to last year’s results, when 36 ITU‑D Sector Members were deleted in January 2008, further to their suspension in 2007. In that sense, we are confident that the new approach will result in fewer suspensions in the future. 

Another element to consider is the number of denunciations of ITU‑D Sector Members to their participation in our activities. 2008 appears to be the best year since 2002, with 8 denunciations as of today (and 2 announced so far for 2009).

We may consider that, while Sector Membership numbers are decreasing for the reasons explained above, the more active an entity is, the more it will probably continue paying its dues and contribute or participate to the execution of the BDT mandate. This shows that our activities are beneficial to the Sector Members. We should therefore work at enriching our portfolio of activities for Sector Members.
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2.
ITU‑D Sector Membership - Evolution per region since 2003

The Asia-Pacific region shows a consistent growth since 2004, followed by the Europe & CIS region. We specially welcome the 7 new ITU‑D Sector Members from the CIS countries, which have shown great interest in our activities. Jointly with the ITU Regional and Area Offices, we have started the process of targeting ICT companies and organizations based in the Arab States, Africa and Americas regions to join the work of the Sector by acquiring membership.

We note the difficulties faced by the Regional Offices in their efforts to bring new Members to the Sector and to help retain them. First, many companies in the regions are subsidiaries of multinational entities based elsewhere and already members through their headquarters. Second, many companies owned locally see the ITU as a distant entity, and have difficulties in understanding the real benefits they would get from membership. Third, Regional Offices find it easier to explain the benefits of participating in the work of the R‑ and T‑Sectors.
In conclusion, efforts will have to be made in 2009 to develop material for the Regional Offices to use to attract new members for ITU‑D.
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As a result of the evolution of new Sector Members, denunciations, mergers and removals due to suspensions, ITU‑D net Sector Membership reached 311 by end November 2008. The breakdown by region is as follows:
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3.
Financial contributions of Sector Members

The effective amount of the contributory unit for the period 2008-2009 for a Sector Member is 63,600 Swiss Francs. The minimum contribution in the ITU‑R or ITU‑T Sectors is 1/2 unit. The minimum contribution in the ITU‑D Sector is 1/8 for entities from developed countries and 1/16 for those based in developing countries. The Council may exempt organizations of an international character from payment in defraying the expenses of ITU conferences and meetings, subject to reciprocity, if the request meets a special criterion and procedure.

As we can tell from the chart below, most of our Sector Members choose the minimum fee (contributory units). The challenge for 2009 will be to encourage the large industry members to maximize their financial contribution to the ITU in general, and to the ITU‑D in particular.
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4.
Associates 

Associates to ITU‑D Study Groups 1 and 2

The ITU-D has 2 Study Groups. Study Group 1 deals with telecommunication development strategies and policies while Study Group 2 works in the development and management of telecommunication services and networks and ICT applications. Today, there are 10 Associates in the ITU‑D, 2 in Study Group 1 and 8 in Study Group 2. We welcomed 4 new ones in 2008 and lost 1.

Associates to ITU Study Groups

The ITU‑R and the ITU‑T Sectors have 6 and 13 Study Groups respectively. 131 companies and organizations are associated to 1 ITU‑T Study Group and 28 to 1 ITU‑R Study Group.
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It is to be noted that the annual financial contribution for an Associate in the ITU‑R or ITU‑T Sectors is CHF 10’600; while in the ITU‑D Sector it is CHF 3’975 and CHF 1’987.50 for Associates from developing countries.
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ITU‑D Sector Membership certificates

As proof of recognition, an ITU‑D Sector Membership Certificate is provided to all new ITU‑D Sector Members.

We take this opportunity to congratulate and deliver the 10 year anniversary certificate to 10 companies and organizations who joined the ITU‑D Sector in 1999 and since that date have been participating in the activities of the Development sector.

Congratulations and Happy 10 year Anniversary of ITU‑D Sector Membership to:

· ArmenTel JV (Armenia Telephone Company), Armenia
· Asociación Hispanoamericana de Centros de Investigación y Empresas de Telecomunicaciones, Spain
· JSC Kazakhtelecom , Kazakhstan
· Maroc Télécom - Itissalat Al-Maghrib (IAM), Morocco
· Telecom Egypt, Egypt
· Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), India
· The Egyptian Satellite Company (Nilesat), Egypt
· Unidad Ejecutora 002 INICTEL – UNI, Peru

· Vodafone Group Services Ltd., United Kingdom

· Western Telesystems (Ghana) Ltd. (WESTEL), Ghana
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