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GENERAL

In assessing activities for 2008, both financial and action implementation should be taken into account. The following assessment is based on information available as at 1 December 2008.
Activity implementation (actions completed versus planned) and financial implementation (spent versus budgeted) are outlined in Table 1 and Table 2 below.

Out of a total of 283 actions planned for the 2008 work year, 232 actions have been or are in the process of being implemented. Based on the number of actions, the overall action implementation rate for the year currently stands at approximately 82 %. Maximum implementation has been encouraged throughout the year, and it is hoped that final figures for 2008 may even be higher than stated in this report.

Table 1:

[image: image2.emf]Action implementation

051015202530354045

WTDC

Regional preparatory meetings

TDAG

Study groups

Regulatory reform

Information and communication infrastructure and technology

development

ICT applications and Cybersecurity

Economics and finance including costs and tariffs

Human capacity-building

LDCs and small island developing states, and emergency

telecommunications

Statistics and information on telecommunications/ICT

Partnerships and promotion

Private Sector

Gender

Youth and Children

Indigenous people and communities

Persons with disabilities

Communities living in underserved areas

Ad-hoc assistance to Africa

Ad-hoc assistance to Americas

Ad-hoc assistance to Arab States

Ad-hoc assistance to Asia-Pacific

Ad-hoc assistance to Europe and CIS

African Regional Initiatives

Americas Regional Initiatives

Arab Regional Initiatives

Asia-Pacific Regional Initiatives

CIS Regional Initiatives

Planned

Implemented


The graph in Table 1 shows action implementation by Programme, and shows that a healthy proportion of all planned activities were successfully carried out by the BDT in 2008.

In terms of budget consumption, the overall financial implementation rate for the ITU-D Programme of Cooperation, Programmes, Activities and Initiatives stands at 82%.
Table 2 shows the budget versus financial implementation by Programme/Activity.
Table 2:
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Table 3 further details 2008 actions by status, and shows the proportion of actions implemented, cancelled, replaced or postponed in relation to the number of actions initially approved.

Table 3:
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REGIONAL IMPLEMENTATION

The next graphs show financial and action implementation by Region. The work of the BDT in the regions still makes up a large majority of the actions of the Operational Plan. Funding emphasis was also placed on a significant number of large activities with a global focus.

Table 4:







Table 5:
 [image: image5.emf] Number of Actions per Region

Africa

19%

Arab 

States

10%

Asia & 

Pacific

15%

The 

Americas

11%

Global

37%

Europe & 

CIS

8%

[image: image6.emf]Budget implementation per Region

Africa

19%

Global

47%

Arab States

9%

Asia & 

Pacific

13%

Europe & 

CIS

5%

The 

Americas

7%


DETAILED ASSESSMENT BY STRATEGIC OUTPUT

This section of the report reviews implementation by strategic output. Implementation versus budget is shown for each output, followed by comments on planned activities for the remainder of the year.
Overall situation

As mentioned previously, as at 1st December 2008, the overall implementation of the operational plan for 2008 stands at 82% of the allocated budget for 2008 (compared to 80.6% of implementation at 31.12.2007).

Approximately 40% of the approved budget for 2008-2009 biennium has been committed for use during the 11 first months of the biennium (46% elapsed time).
Table 6:






Table 7:
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1. Programme of cooperation

The implementation level for activities relating to Study Groups, TDAG, RPMs and WTDC stands at 86% as of 1st December 2008 (compared to 75.7% at 31.12.2007).
Table 8:






Table 9:
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Output 1 — WTDC and RPMs

The preparatory process for the 2010 WTDC includes a series of six regional preparatory meetings – five actions are planned and one is already committed. The key objective of the RPM meetings is to map out and adopt appropriate development strategies at the regional and subregional level, based on initiatives and projects, as well as taking into account questions and topics relevant to the development requirements and priorities of the countries of every region.  
Preparation work for the RPMs has commenced in 2008. Currently, action is being taken in prospecting for, appointment of and coordination with potential host countries. Strategy and timing for concurrent regional Connect events will also be addressed.  
	Achievements:

Action Plan 2009-2012 published and made available on the web.

BDT events timeline for 2009 approved by extended Mancom.

Preparations for all meetings, including hosting demarches and other activities associated with the Regional Preparatory Meetings, are underway.


Output 2 — Study Groups 

Overall, the level of implementation of actions relating to Study Groups 1 and 2 stands at 99.6 % of the budget as of 1st December 2008 (compared to 75.2 % at 31.12.2007).

A series of rapporteur’s group meetings have taken place. The objectives of the study groups are to study, at a worldwide level, a number of priority problems related to the institutional, technical, commercial, regulatory and economic evolution of the telecommunication sector. The primary focus is to develop stronger cooperation with the BDT units in charge of programmes under the Doha Action plan.

Out of 28 actions related to both Study Groups, 20 have been implemented and one action is ongoing. Seven actions were cancelled.
	Achievements:

All Study Group contributions were posted as soon as approved for distribution.  Effective coordination was also carried out with Focal Points to ensure maximuminput.
Inputs/contributions improved both in number and quality, and all were processed and released on time. The average number of contributions for Rapporteurs' Group meetings was 9 for Study Group 1 and 10 for Study Group 2.


Output 5 — TDAG

TDAG was held in February and utilized 96% of financial resources available as compared with 78.6% at 31.12.2007. 

The TDAG reviewed the implementation of the Doha Action Plan and the implementation and evaluation of the Operational Plan (2008-2011) that should guide BDT in the development of its activities and programmes which are pertinent to support the global and regional initiatives decided by ITU Members. Key topics addressed:

· Results of the Connect Africa Summit

· Global Forum on Effective Use of Telecommunications/ICT for Disaster Management: Saving Lives

· Sixth World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Meeting (WTI).

The objectives of the TDAG are to review priorities, programmes, operations, financial matters and strategies for activities in ITU-D, to review the implementation of the operational plan, to provide guidelines for the work of study groups, and to recommend measures to foster cooperation with the other sectors as well as with other relevant development institutions.
	Achievements:

The TDAG annual meeting was held in Geneva, from 6 to 8 February 2008. Regular meetings with TDAG chairman and vice-chairmen were held throughout 2008 to follow up on ITU-D main activities and plan future events.


1. DAP Programmes

Implementation levels stand at 89% as of 1st December 2008 (as compared with 84% at 31.12.2007).

51.36% of the approved budget for 2008-2009 has been committed over the 11 first months of the biennium (46% elapsed time).
Table 10:






Table 11:
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Programme 1 / Output 6 — GSR and Regulatory Reform

81% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008 (against 89.6% at 31.12.2007).

Out of a total of 17 actions, five are implemented, 11 are ongoing, and one action is still planned. All actions will be implemented. 

	Achievements:

The 2008 GSR was held in Pattaya, Thailand on 11-13 March 2008. It attracted at least 60 more participants than GSR 07; two-thirds of which were from developing countries.

G-REX is an ongoing electronic platform for exchange with very active participation of developing countries with 173 questions posed in the first three quarters.

The Forum on Telecommunication/ICT Regulation and Partnership in Africa (FTRA-08) was successfully held in Dakar, Senegal on 6-9 June 2008 with the participation of over 180 delegates from 43 countries.

In the second and third quarters, new chapters of Trends were developed and an editor recruited to finalize all content for publication of the 2008 Trends report, expected to be published in the fourth quarter.

All chapters of the new Universal Access Service module of the ICT Regulation Toolkit were reviewed by RME, finalized and published on the Toolkit website by the third quarter along with an update to the Authorization module, updates to the Spectrum and Competition modules of the Toolkit are planned to begin in the fourth quarter.

Training materials on policy and regulation to promote wireless broadband in rural areas of developing countries are under development in the 4th quarter.

A number of platforms to increase communication and knowledge for regulatory and policy information exchange have been provided during the first three quarters and are planned for the remainder of the year.

Enhancement of the ICT Eye portal is an ongoing activity; the annual regulatory survey, an annual ongoing activity, was sent to all ITU Member States in the second quarter with more than 53 replies received by the third quarter; all regulatory databases and websites are continuously kept up to date. 

Programme 1 has an on-going partnership with infoDev through the ICT Regulation toolkit. Work was finished to update the Authorization module and to complete the new Universal Access Module during the third quarter.

Discussions are also on-going with infoDev and the World Bank on the Global Capacity Building Initiative, and with the World Bank on the ICTDEC initiative.

In addition to the ad hoc assistance on policy and regulatory issues, the legal documents for the transposition of the ECOWAS ICT Supplementary Acts, as adopted by Heads of State in January 2007, were made available to 5 West African countries through the assistance of ITU, and in cooperation with French Administration for two of them. Others will receive ITU assistance for the completion of the process during 2009 via funding made available from the joint ITU-EU HIPPSA project, officially launched on 11-12 December 2008, as well as from other partners.

Planning for the kick off meetings for the HIPSSA and HIPCAR projects began at the end of the third quarter.


Programme 2 / Output 7 — Information and communication infrastructure and technology development

97.7% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 89.3% at 31.12.2007.

Out of a total of 31 actions, 19 are implemented and six are ongoing. One action was postponed and five cancelled. 

	Achievements:

http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/tech/

SMS4DC v2.0 has been issued, containing corrections of bugs of v1.1, and addition of GE06 plan calculations has been done. Direct assistance in installation of SMS4DC or solving other problems has been provided under contract; User Manuals in French/Spanish have been sent to countries on request. Higher resolution map insertions are in progress for Mauritius, Albania, Cape Verde and Caribbean countries.

Active input has been provided for a Spectrum Management System project for the Colombian Administration. 

For Rwanda, a training program has been prepared on spectrum management, monitoring and digital broadcasting. 
During the BR Seminar in Buenos Aires, a presentation on the SMS4DC was delivered.

A spectrum management workshop in South Africa saw presentations delivered on spectrum management software, and procedures presented for satellite network registration and digital broadcasting subjects.

Within a project financed by the Canadian Administration, and based on a bench-marking case study on spectrum management in Hungary, assistance has been provided for Sierra Leone and Gabon in the improvement of their spectrum management regimes. A sub-regional workshop on frontier-line spectrum management for Central Africa was successfully completed, in particular addressing interference and overlapping of GSM coverage.

Assistance in satellite communications has been provided to Sri Lanka, Bangladesh and Mongolia. 

Assistance has been provided to countries for developing feasibility studies on the shift from Analogue to DTTB and MTV Broadcasting. Guidelines and roadmaps on the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting and mobile TV (MTV) for selected countries are also to be developed.
Within the framework of cooperation with EBU and WBU, ITU/BDT representation was provided at the WBU Technical Committee and EBU Technical Assembly meeting in Mainz. A cooperation agreement has been signed with AIBD for the Asia Media Summit in the provision of contributions and fellowships. Based on an existing cooperation agreement with ABU and AIBD, fellowships have been provided for the ABU workshop and the AIBD regional seminar. For the 3 events 24 participants have in all been financed. In addition, lectures have been delivered by BDT representatives at the ABU, AIBD and ASBU Regional Seminars.
Inputs have been provided to CoE workshops on digital broadcasting (e.g. Bucharest, Kiev). In addition, a presentation has been prepared for the Seminar in Kyrgyzstan and delivered by the Head of the ITU Moscow Area Office. Inputs have also been provided on a project document for Kyrgyzstan on the Interactive Multimedia Digital Broadcasting Networks in countries with mountainous terrain.

A number of training programs were held in Asia-Pacific region through CoE and ITU-D operational programs in the area of Spectrum Management (4 for ASP region through CoE  and 2 for NTC, Thailand and one in collaboration with Government of Israel , MoIC Nepal and ITU ), NGN (DPR Korea) and Numbering (NTC, Thailand).

An assessment of the impact of the project “E-services through Post Offices in Bhutan” was prepared. This is a joint project of the Royal Government of Bhutan, Government of India, ITU and UPU. The document is being finalized for publication in early January 2009.

Input documents were provided for the 24th UPU Congress (July-August 2008) on 3 joint ITU-UPU projects: namely, E-services through Post Offices in Bhutan; E-services through post offices in Afghanistan and Telecom in Rural Areas, ICT Services and Entrepreneurship Development. Implementation of ITU-UPU project to provide e-services in Afghanistan is in progress with the organization of training programme.

The ITU-UNESCO-UNHCR initiative for the establishment of MCTs in refugee environments has been completed and impact assessment is being carried out. 

Preparation of training materials for government officials implementing universal access programme is underway. Guidelines have been prepared for the collection of data to assist in the formulation of an entrepreneurship promotional strategy for providing ICT services in rural and remote areas. 

A proposal was formulated for increasing the contribution by South Africa in the promotion of innovative approaches for rural telecommunications, and obtained an additional funding of USD 1 million.

Discussions are on-going with India for contributions to initiatives on the use of new technologies in rural and remote areas.

The project closure report was finalized for ITU-Sida project in Vietnam. Serbia was assisted in the development of a methodology for gathering data to determine universal services policies. Further assistance will be provided for this project over the next few months.

TND drafted the project document for Feasibility Study on Low-Cost Wireless Broadband Infrastructure for developing countries, for which MIC Japan had committed to funding, and it is currently in the process for the signature.

Assistance has been provided to Tajikistan in planning broadband networks with NGN elements, and to Kyrgyzstan in public access to ICTs in rural and remote areas of CIS.

Expert assistance to Uzbekistan in implementation of NGN has been planned for the end of 2008.

Assistance to Côte d’Ivoire was provided, in the review of Broadband advantages, and a seminar on IP Communications (IP Telephony and IP TV) was organized in Abidjan for Regulators.

A Seminar on IP Communications was organized in November 2008 in Hammamet, Tunisia for the Arab region.

Needs assessment missions have been undertaken in Swaziland, Rwanda, Burundi, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Mali, Uganda, Malawi and Niger, in the Framework of ITU’s initiative on broadband wireless infrastructure. Missions were successful. A USD 6.4 Million grant agreement has been signed in October 2008. The Regional Office for Africa has produced reports for the EAC on proposed institutional and strategic framework to facilitate accelerated planning, design, development, operation and management of a broadband ICT/Telecommunications infrastructure for East Africa, regional broadband master plan and the ongoing report being finalized on development of implementation framework for the East African Communication Carrier/trunk network project including rural connectivity. The Region Office has also assisted East Africa Regional body in regulation Postal and Telecommunications operations (EARPTO) in developing framework aimed at creating a permanent secretariat.

Five Regional Development Forums on “Bridging the ICT standardization gap in developing countries”  were successfully conducted in each region, in the context of WTDC Resolution 47 Doha 2006, and in the interests of forging closer cooperation with ITU-T and ITU-R in implementing  PP-06 Resolution 123 (Rev. Antalya, 2006) and WTSA-04 Resolution 44 (Florianópolis, 2004, Revised Johannesburg 2008).Direct assistance to Cuba in NGN development has been provided by a consultant. A NGN workshop with high level technical Cuban Telecommunication authorities from the Ministry and ETECSA have been held and an assessment and recommendations on the subject have been provided.

Activities for the finalization of a new version of the Guidelines on Migration from Present Mobile Communication to IMT for Developing countries have been conducted, assisting ITU-D Study Groups. Coordination and sharing of information with TSB and BR has also been actively promulgated. 
A project on NGN Planning for Asia-Pacific has been defined in collaboration with ITU-D Study Group 2 and the ITU Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific. Assistance to Thailand is planned for NGN Planning in the Access Network. The Regional Development Forum on Bridging the Standardization Gap, 15-17 September, 2008, Vietnam, was conducted for Asia Pacific Region, with participation from 87 delegates from 17 countries. A regional reflector was also created at the forum to facilitate exchange of expert information on standardization areas.  

A Project on NGN Testing Methodology was defined and funded in collaboration with ITU’s Area Office in Moscow. In the framework of this Project, the international training seminar “Testing of system and network solutions” was held in Moscow. The Project is otherwise now fully under implementation. 

In partnership with MIC Japan and NTT, Training on Bridging the Standardization Gap, took place in Tokyo, Japan, from 15 to 19 December 2008. NGN is identified as a priority area of the training.


Programme 3 / Output 8 — E-Strategies, E-Services, E-Applications

81.2% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 86.93% as at 31.12.2007. 

Out of a total of 25 actions, 11 are implemented and nine are ongoing. Three actions are still planned for Q4 and two actions were replaced. 

	Achievements:

Four regional cybersecurity forums were held in Qatar (Arab Region, February 2008), Zambia (South and Eastern Africa, August 2008), Australia (Asia- Pacific, June 2008), and Bulgaria (Europe and CIS, October 2008).

Revision is underway of a cybersecurity/CIIP self-assessment tool to be published end of 2008.

A publication on Understanding Cybercrime is under editorial revision, and being finalized.

An update of spam legislative survey is under editorial revision. 

A cybersecurity guide for developing countries 2008 is under revision and scheduled for imminent publication.

A self-assessment pilot was conducted in Qatar in February 2008, and a self assessment pilot in cooperation with OAS/CICTE conducted in Guatemala. Self-assessment was also conducted in Zambia, and activities agreed with COMESA for implementation in 2008, and 2009. For Malaysia, a botnet pilot is planned.

Extensive ITU-D cybersecurity reference resources made available on the ITU-D cybersecurity website at www.itu.int/ITU-D/cyb/cybersecurity/.

ICTs for e-Environment study, e-Government and e-Health scoping studies were concluded and are under editorial revision for final publication.

An E-Government implementation framework was designed and presented during SG2 (Q17-2/2), which endorsed it. Negotiations are in process with UNITAR for establishing a cooperation agreement to develop the framework, including a toolkit and training materials.

An E-health expert has been selected to develop Master e-Health Plan Guidelines by January 2009, based on recommendations from the scoping study. A WHO representative has been contacted to provide feedback throughout the development process.

E-Health initiatives in Nepal are under implementation, connecting four remote village community run health centres to the city hospital for the provision of telemedicine services with the assistance of expert doctors. Contributions, including a presentation, were also made to the Gateway Development Forum on Promoting ICT Applications for Development and Aligning with National Priorities in Hanoi, Vietnam, in December 2008.

Expert assistance to Belarus – in “Development of information services provided through e-government system” is under preparation. Following an expert mission, a report will be provided shortly. 
An E-environment expert was selected to develop an implementation toolkit based on results of "ICTs for e-Environment" scoping study.

Expert assistance was also provided to Thailand for development of its ICT Master Plan.

Extensive ITU-D ICT applications reference resources made available on the ITU-D website at www.itu.int/ITU-D/cyb/app/.

A draft of Policy, Business, Technical and Operational Considerations for the Management of a country code Top Level Domain (ccTLD) published at http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/cyb/ip/


Programme 4 / Output 9 — Economics and Finance

83.7% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 86.91% as at 31.12.2007. 

Out of a total of 21 actions, 14 are implemented, four are ongoing and two are confirmed /committed for Q4. One action was replaced. 

Full implementation is expected. 
	Achievements:

Work related to COSITU has focused on upgrading the COSITU tool to make it more flexible and responsive to the needs of regulators (e.g., to help calculate costs related to SMS and other regulated services); including conducting a survey among participants at the TAF, TAL and TAS meetings in the first quarter to get their input on improvements that could be made as well as feedback from COSITU trainers. The terms of reference to upgrade the model were under development in the second and third quarters and are due for finalization after review by experts participating in the cost methodology training to be held in Geneva in November. In addition, guidelines and case studies on regulatory accounting are planned for the fourth quarter. Two major costing-related training events were scheduled for November. 

RME has provided comments on 100% of all direct assistance-related job descriptions and reports for which the ITU Regional Offices were the responsible Action Managers. RME has responded to requests made to RME for COSITU assistance by organizing regional CoE training.

Several capacity building programmes have been conducted in the first three quarter and are planned for the 4th quarter. Programme 4's involvement in the TAS, TAL and TAF meetings of ITU-T (during the first quarter) and ITU-D Study Group 1 are aimed at building capacity in the area of cost-oriented tariffs. In addition, during the first quarter, a GSR discussion paper on international mobile roaming and case studies on international gateway liberalization were prepared; the international mobile roaming paper was disseminated at the GSR, which is a major capacity building event and the international gateway case studies will be included in Trends in Telecommunication Reform which can be used as training materials by the Centres of Excellence.

Programme 4 is developing in-depth regulatory training on cost model development for the 4th quarter as well as training for heads of regulatory authorities on the importance of cost models.

The materials developed for this training will be adapted for the ICT Regulation Toolkit next year.

Two Centers of Excellence workshops on the COSITU cost model were organized for Africa (one for French speakers, one for English speaking countries) in August.
Cost Modeling related assistance was also provided to Kiribati. Expert mission on benchmarking for Interconnection costing for fixed to mobile, mobile to mobile and mobile to fixed network for Telecom Regulatory Commission of Sri Lanka was also provided. A number of platforms to increase communication and knowledge for economic, finance, cost and tariff information exchange have been provided this year.

This includes discussion of international mobile roaming regulation at the GSR 08 in Pattaya, Thailand, in the first quarter; the TAF and TAL meetings organized in the first quarter of 2008; the TAS seminar on the economics of cybersecurity in Brisbane in July; the one-day NGN tariff policies, models and methodologies for the determination of costs of services provided with NGN held on 8 September and a seminar on tariff policies and interconnection held for the CIS countries in Ukraine in October.

In addition, tariff data is made available on the ICT Eye platform. Invitations for all events and relevant materials have been or will be prepared sufficiently in advance of the meetings and include active participation by developing countries.

Continued participation and support during the first quarter and throughout the year is provided to the activities of the ITU-D Study Group 1 and ITU-T Study Group 3, including active participation by the Programme 4 Focal Point in the TAL and TAF meetings as well as the ITU-D Study Group 1 Question 12 meetings, disseminating an annual tariff survey to ITU Members and providing reports of the responses to the ITU-D study group as well as co-organizing the TAL, TAF and TAS meetings with ITU-T and ensuring that meeting contributions are posted electronically.

Organization of a special workshop on NGN cost issues held in conjunction with the September ITU-D study group meetings.

Number of Website visits for the 1st three quarters: 105'850.


Programme 5 / Output 10 — Human Capacity Building
92.7% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 86% as at 31.12.2007. 

Out of a total of 39 actions, 23 are implemented and 11 are ongoing. One action is committed for December and two actions are still planned for Q4. Two actions were cancelled. An implementation rate of 100 per cent is expected to be achieved by the end of the year.
	Achievements:

Five human capacity-building workshops have already been conducted with a total participation level of 273 participants. The rest of the workshops are all confirmed to take place in the last quarter of this year. 

A total of 112 participants took part in four Virtual Fora that have been organized to date. A satisfaction rate of 85 per cent has been achieved from the events run so far.

A total of 113 people participated in events conducted under the 4 Training Agreements in place with TEMIC, USTTI, UKTA and ICTP respectively. 38 fellowships were awarded under these Agreements.

The Global Human Capacity Building Symposium was held in Coventry, UK, from 21 to 25 July. The theme for this year’s event was Human Capital Development. There were 174 participants from 62 countries attending. Of these, 57 participants were women.

HCB is in the process of adopting and deploying a new Open Source E-learning Platform. Training has been conducted for all HCB staff, Regional Coordinators, Publication Support as well as IS Support. Regional Officers will in turn give training to trainers in the region on this new platform.

53 training activities have been undertaken so far under the Centre of Excellence projects currently running. To date, a total of 1694 participants have been trained. The projects for Africa and the new one for the Spanish and Portuguese Speaking countries are due to start in the fourth quarter.

Three core training materials were developed, two for Africa and one for the Arab region.

An HR Benchmarking Study has also been completed. The Study on support to ICT training resources is confirmed to take place in the last quarter. The Establishment of an ICT training facility in Mongolia is on course, with procurement of equipment in progress. Direct Assistance to Operators and Regulators on HR issues has been rendered as an ongoing exercise. 


Programme 6 / Output 3 — Programme for Least Developed Countries (LDC), Small Island Developing States (SIDS), and Emergency Telecommunications

100% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 75.35% as at 31.12.2007.

Out of a total of 14 actions, 11 are implemented and two are ongoing. One action is still planned.

All actions are expected to be accomplished.

	Achievements:

Rapid growth in wireless, particularly mobile communications in Least Developed Countries and Small Island Developing States has seen some improvement in teledensity. One LDC (Cape Verde) has now graduated from the LDC list and two others are expected to move from this category in 2010 and 2011. An update on teledensity and Internet penetration statistics for LDCs will be available when the indicators for 2008 are released.

Actions are ongoing in the domains of MCT development for Haiti, strengthening regulatory authority in the Central African Republic, new technologies and services for Djibouti and Yemen.  SMS4DC training expertise was also provided to Yemen.  Assistance for Somalia saw training provided for Somali engineers at AFRALTI, in Kenya.

Resource mobilization activities took place and secured funding for projects assisting some small island developing states in the Pacific.
At the country level, direct assistance was provided to Sri Lanka, Thailand, Philippines, Ethiopia, Myanmar, China, Uganda and Zambia.

In July, assistance was provided to 14 Central African region countries through a Disaster Management training workshop dedicated to the formulation of national emergency telecommunications plans in Kigali, Rwanda. Southern and eastern African countries also received similar assistance when they convened in Zambia in July. These training events attracted participants from government agencies, telecommunications regulatory authorities, private sector, Non-Governmental Organizations, regional economic grouping, and the media.

A pilot project is being implemented in the Philippines to assist in its preparedness and delivery of early warning alerts in response to cyclones (Catanduanes Province). A software tool is being prepared for wireless early warning dissemination.

An Action to assist Tonga in emergency communications via radio broadcasting is ongoing and was scheduled for completion at the end of 2008.


2. DAP Activities

Implementation level stands at 76% as of 1st December 2008, compared to 72.90% at 31.12.2007. 

21.56% of the approved budget for 2008-2009 has been committed over the 11 first months of the biennium (46% elapsed time).
Table 12:







Table 13:
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Output 11 — Statistics and information on telecommunication/ICT

94.8% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 82.7% as at 31.12.2007. 

Out of a total of 12 actions, eight are implemented and one is ongoing. One action is still planned. One action was replaced and another cancelled.
	Achievements:

From January to end November 2008, STAT answered around 1090 internal and external statistical requests by email.

Until November 2008, the response rate to the Short Questionnaire 2008 stood at 54%. The Long Questionnaire 2008 was sent out in October 2008. At the end of November, the response rate stood at53%.

In 2008, STAT has produced the following databases, publications, and reports:

World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Database, 12th edition

Yearbook of Statistics, 33rd edition

Use of Information and Communication Technology by the World’s Children and Youth

The Global Information Society: a Statistical View (Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development publication)

Measuring ICT availability in villages and rural areas

Revisions and Additions to the Core List of ICT Indicators (Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development publication), submitted for approval to the United Nations Statistics Commission meeting in February 2009

Asia-Pacific Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Report

African Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Report

Manual and training material for the collection of ICT household statistics (to be released in early 2009)

As of September 2008, STAT has sold:

A total of 165 of the 2008 African Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Report - paper and E-bookshop sales.
A total of 378 of the World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Databases (80 annual subscriptions, 169 e-bookshops downloads and 80 CD ROMs).
A total of 111 of the Yearbook of Statistics, Chronological time series 1996-2005 (33rd Ed.) - paper and E-bookshop sales, and 1997-2006 (34th Ed.) - E-bookshop sales.
A total of 35 of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunication/ICT Indicators 2008 - paper and E-bookshop sales.

STAT was actively involved in the organization of the 2008 Global Event on Measuring the Information Society, held jointly with the Partnership on Measuring ICT for Development in Geneva in May 2008.

The World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Meeting is to be held in early 2009. 

In 2008, ITU's World Telecommunication/ICT Indicators Database was referenced in World Bank's World Development Indicators, UN's Data portal, the UN Millennium Development Goals, the World Economic Forum's Global Competitiveness Report, UNESCO's World Report on Cultural Diversity, the UNCTAD Information Economy Report and the IMD World Competitiveness Yearbook 2008.

By November 2008, STAT staff had made a total of 9 presentations in international meetings.


Output 12 — Partnership and Promotion

47.4% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 13.3% as at 31.12.2007.

Out of a total of four actions, three are ongoing and one action was cancelled.

	Achievements:

Fund-raising for Connect Series: USD 50'000 received from Greece. Preparation ongoing for next Summit.

Regional Private Sector Focal Point identified. Information system on partners being finalized.


3. Regional Initiatives

As of 1st December 2008, implementation level stands at 33% of the 2008 budget (14.28% of the 2008-2009 budget).
Table 14:
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Output 4.1 — Regional Initiatives (AFRICA)

41% of the 2008-2009 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008. 

Out of a total of six actions, two are implemented, two are ongoing, and two are still planned. 
	Achievements AFR 1. Human and institutional capacity building:

Complementary data collection underway to complement the draft report on the status of training facilities and opportunities in Africa.

The Centre of Excellence project for Portuguese and Spanish speaking countries in Africa was officially launched during the stakeholders’ meeting that took place to in Maputo, Mozambique, 17-18 April 2008 in order to take into account the suggestions of the beneficiaries and finalize the project document. Host country for the Project Coordinator has been identified. The recruitment of the project Coordinator is underway.

The Network of Centers of Excellence project that aims at networking all the Centers of Excellence complying with predefined criteria is undergoing. The medium/long term objective of this project is to create and ITU Centre of Excellence Label.

Development of training packages is ongoing.


	Achievements AFR 2. Strengthening and harmonizing policy and regulatory frameworks for integration of African ICT markets:

Funding secured from the European Commission and ITU/ICTDF.

Recruitment of Project manager is completed. The project activities effectively started with the commencement of office of the project manager on 20 October 2008. The official launching meeting with the stakeholders took place in Addis Ababa on 11-12 December 2008

The Forum on Telecommunication Regulation and Partnership in Africa (FTRA) was successfully held in Dakar, Senegal, 4-6 June 2008.

A new project document has been completed in collaboration with GTZ to assist to specific countries in regulation. Funds to implement the project are already secured and the project will be implemented from January-September 2009.


	Achievements AFR 3. Development of a broadband infrastructure and achievement of regional interconnectivity:

Preliminary activities of preparation of such studies are undergoing with funding partners and beneficiaries.

ITU and African Development Bank undertook joint mission to Eastern African Community (EAC). As a result EAC and the Lake Victoria basin Commission have secured grants from the AfDB for the pre-investment analysis studies and feasibility studies respectively.

Since April 2008, in the Framework of the ITU’s initiative on broadband wireless Infrastructure, needs assessment missions have been organized in Swaziland, Rwanda, Burundi, Senegal, Burkina Faso, Djibouti, Mali, Uganda, Malawi and Niger. Missions were successful. A USD 6.4 Million grant agreement has been signed in October 2008 with Craig and Susan McCaw Foundation to assist African countries. The outputs of this Project include:

Deployment of wireless broadband infrastructure for identified areas in selected countries in Africa; 

Development of ICT applications; 
Training local experts on the operation of deployed wireless communication networks;

Development of national ICT broadband network plans for the entire territory of the beneficiary countries that will deliver free or low cost digital access for schools and hospitals, and for underserved populations in rural and remote areas;

Partnerships with potential partners are under discussions to extend the Broadband Wireless Networks in Developing countries.   

The roaming study report for West Africa is completed. Stakeholders' meeting to share the Report and draft the MoU based on the results of the meeting is being planned by ECOWAS.


	Achievements AFR 4. ICT applications:

ICT Applications draft project document is under finalization. In the framework of ITU/ECA collaboration actions on the ground, funding was secured from United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) for US$100'000; ITU will provide an additional in-cash contribution of US$29’00 to the project. The related project document is under finalization. In this regard, an e-employment pilot project will be implemented in two countries in Central Africa. Some additional projects will follow in 2009, such as sectoral strategies for Burkina Faso, e-commerce for Ethiopia and the designing of guidelines for drafting national cyberstrategies.

Study of Malawi is completed and the report is waited. Study will be undertaken in Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Mali and Zambia.


	Achievements AFR 5. Introduction of new digital broadcasting technologies:

The first phase of “Digital Broadcasting Roadmap in Africa project has been completed”. During this first phase of the project, feasibility studies on DTTB and MTV in Africa, were carried out from January 2008 to July 2008 with the outputs of survey on the situation of the digital broadcasting transition in Africa, recommendation of potential pilot countries and development of the 2nd phase of the project plan. The second phase of the project is going to cover development of guidelines, customization of them to pilot countries and deployment of pilot systems and impact assessment and enable the realization of the project objective of assisting the African countries in making their own roadmap to shift smoothly from analogue to digital terrestrial TV and on the use of mobile TV, scheduled to be carried out between November 2008 and October 2009. The results, knowledge and experience of the roadmap project will be used in African region as well as other regions.


Output 4.2 — Regional Initiatives (AMERICAS) 

4% of the 2008-2009 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008. 

Two actions, initially planned, were successfully implemented.
	Achievements AMS 1. Connectivity in rural areas, marginal urban areas and isolated areas in the Americas region:

New Project Document approved is directly linked to the creation of a Global Portal for Indigenous People committed by the ITU during WSIS. Corresponding manuals, on-line courses and infrastructure are currently under preparation.

New Project Document approved foresees a Regional event with the participation of Indigenous leaders for the receipt of the Americas Regional Portal and hands-on training on the access, use, content development and update of the Portal.

Three on-line courses delivered during 2008 for sharing experiences on Indigenous rights, culture and community management through the use of ICTs.

Under ongoing DAP Action 9617, ITU is developing and will disseminate appropriate Guidelines on the usage and maintenance of the ICT Portal to promote the digital inclusion among indigenous people. Related Project foresees the delivery of three on-line courses - first to be delivered by the end of 2008.


	Achievements AMS 2. Interconnection of information networks for disaster prevention:

In the framework of the EDF Project an ICT component has been developed and submitted for the approval by the Board of CDERA. ITU Area Office Barbados has met with CDERA to discuss the inclusion of the telecom aspects. Activities to be jointly implemented with the ITU have also been discussed and a Project Document is to be prepared in 2009.


	Achievements AMS 3. Support to administrations in the design and implementation of policies and programmes for large-scale development of broadband access:

Coordination is ongoing with the President of COM/CITEL (ICE, Costa Rica) for the preparation of project documents in the framework of ITUCITEL Cooperation Agreement for the implementation of a Regional Project entitled "Support to Bridge the Digital Divide and for the development of the Information Society".

Coordination is ongoing with the President of COM/CITEL (ICE, Costa Rica) for the preparation of project documents in the framework of ITUCITEL Cooperation Agreement for the implementation of a Regional Project entitled "Support to Bridge the Digital Divide and for the development of the Information Society". 

Coordination is ongoing with ASETA for the realization of a study to be used for the broadening of Mobile Telecom Services and for the preparation of a Project Document to benefit Andean countries. The preparation of the Project Document will start as soon as Senior Advisor for ITU Area Office in Chile takes office.


	Achievements AMS 4. Establishment of a Caribbean Task Force on spectrum management:

The Caribbean is implementing a Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) funded Project in the field and discussions have started between the ITU and CTU (Caribbean Telecommunications Union)  for the drafting of a project document for the implementation of specific activities under this Regional Initiative. It is expected that the project document will be available soon to cover issues not covered by CIDA funds.


	Achievements AMS 5. Caribbean centre of excellence project:

Activities on stand-by at CTU’s request.


Output 4.3 — Regional Initiatives (ARAB Region)

Although a number of proposals have been prepared,  the use of the seed funding has not as yet been approved, and proposals are being re-visited.
	Achievements ARB 1. ICT indicators and capacity building for measuring them:

During the 14th Arab Group Meeting for ICT Arab Strategy, held in Cairo (Egypt), 29/6-2/7/2008, the Arab countries approved on some of the common indicators.

Inauguration of the Database Center in Egypt (Oct. 2008).

Statistics were provided to assist countries in the identification of the appropriate indicators (Amman, April 2008).

Further work is to be carried in the coming months to concentrate on more capacity building and the creation of the database.

The indicators proposed to the countries of the Region were accepted.


	Achievements ARB 2. Development of an Arab regulatory framework/guidelines for ICT (Harmonization of Regulations):

The countries have requested that the project be split into 2 parts, one dealing with regulatory guidelines and the other to deal with policy. The first one will be dealt with through the hiring of experts to draw up the guidelines on topics to be specified by the Arab Regulators Network, whilst the second is to be conducted in collaboration with administrations.

A meeting of the Arab countries represented in the Arab Regulators Network, was held in Tunis (Tunisia), 10-11 June 2008:

Preparation undertaken for each project with priorities anda detailed Action Plan.

Preparation undertaken for actions to be implemented in coordination with the Arab Regulators Network.


	Achievements ARB 3. Arab centre for digital documentation (Memory of the Arab world):

During the 14th Arab Group Meeting for ICT Arab Strategy, held in Cairo (Egypt), 29/6-2/7/2008, the Arab countries approved on the selection of Egypt as the host country of the Centre.

Three meetings were organized with CULTNAT (Egypt) in view of:

- Finalization of the Project Document

- Estimation of the contributions of CULTNAT in this project.


	Achievements ARB 4. Connection of Arab internet networks (National access points):

During a meeting of the countries in the LAS, it was decided that the private sector is capable of building such nodes.

As such ITU was asked to prepare guidelines that would assist countries in the building of NAPs. The study should include regulatory and technical specifications to ensure that NAPs serve the country in the correct manner.

A group of experts of the Arab Region representing the Administrations, as well as the Regulators and the Private Sector, has been identified and should start the feasibility study in Q4.

Finance of this project will be taken in charge in full by the countries of the Region (Operators + Private Sector)

ITU is to assure coordination and operational support to this project.


	Achievements ARB 5. Translation and Arabization of ICT terminology:

The 1st Joint Coordination and Follow-up Meeting for the Translation and Arabization of ICT Terminology was held in Damascus-Syria, during the period 18-19 Oct. 2008 to:

- Revise the project document.

- Determine all the parties contributing to the project.

Results:

- The Project Document has been revised. Syria has been confirmed to be the host of this project, which will be carried out by the Syrian Computer Society (SCS)

- Syria has committed to take in charge:

The arrangement of the premises of this project

All the expenses concerning the Syrian staff and experts who will work in this project

Contribution of the entire database already compiled by SCS.

- ESCWA, ISESCO and ALECSO will take in charge all the expenses related to their experts

- T he next Experts Meeting and the Steering Committee will take place in Cairo (early December 2008).


Output 4.4 — Regional Initiatives (ASIA-PACIFIC)

26.50% of the 2008-2009 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008.

Out of a total of eight actions, six are implemented and the two others are confirmed for the Q4 or for the early 2009.
	Achievements ASP 1. Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory Cooperation:

Direct country assistance provided to Bangladesh, Thailand, Samoa, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Laos, East Timor, Bhutan, Myanmar, Afghanistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka.

Training on policies and regulations were held on Porting process guidelines (2 online courses with 75 participants), Spectrum Management (2 online and 2 face-to-face courses with 120 participants) in addition to ITU-IDA Executive training course (27 participants). Three trainings on spectrum management and numbering issues were carried out for NTC Thailand covering more than 100 participants. A training course on Universal Service is confirmed in December 2008 and Training on Wireless Technologies was carried out in Nepal participated by over 40 delegates in November 2008.

GSR and TELECOM ASIA were held this year in the Asia-Pacific Region.

Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on Cyber-security was held in July with 72 participants from 26 countries while GMS Telecommunications Ministerial Forum was attended by 25 high-level participants.

The Subregional Telecommunication Meeting for Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Vietnam was held on 25-27 November 2008 with more than 40 high level officials from the telecommunication ministries and regulators participating.
Regional Workshop on Cyber-security was held in Brisbane, Australia, July 2008, with partnership PITA and its members as a partner.

Forum on Next Generation Telecommunications for the Pacific Region was held in Sydney, Australia, from 13 to 16 October 2008 in cooperation with APT, Government of Australia and PITA, which was attended by over 125 participants. The Australian government continued its financial support to policy and regulation in the Asia-Pacific region through Projects.


	Achievements ASP2. Rural Communications – Infrastructure Development:

Voluntary Contribution Agreement and Partnership Project Document between ITU and NTC Thailand are being developed and finalized for rural communication study for Thailand.

The NTC will contribute in cash in approximate US$ 427,335 to the Project.

Under the project, at least three countries (tentatively Laos, Pakistan and Vietnam) will also receive expert assistance in development of rural communications policies and regulations.

The study will be implemented under the ITU/NTC partnership project to be implemented in 2009 and 2010.

The key indicators and methodologies for measuring effectiveness and success of various related projects are part of scope of the ITU/NTC project.

In addition, Voluntary Contribution Agreement and Partnership Project Document between ITU and ADB are being developed and finalized. The Project is expected to attract approximate US$ 400,000 from ADB while ITU will contribute CHF 30,000 from its Regional Initiative Funds. The project is planned to start in 2009 and complete in 2010.

Through the Rural ICT Development Node of the Asia-Pacific Centre of Excellence, an Online training on Broadband technologies for Rural ICT Development is being held, while a face to face training on Universal Access and Services and Rural Broadband is confirmed in December 2008. .

Three telecentres have been established and another three centres are being established in Papua New Guinea, Tonga and Marshall Islands under the DAP actions and ITU/Andorra Partnership Project. Rural infrastructure related assistance is also being provided to Afghanistan.


	Achievements ASP 3. NGN Planning:

Proposal for NGN Migrations has been put up to the TOT Thailand and ToR is being finalised.

Direct country assistance including a workshop on NGN Migration was also provided to BICMA Bhutan on NGN Migration.

A forum on Next Generation Telecommunications for the Pacific Region was held in Sydney, Australia, from 13 to 16 October 2008, in cooperation with APT, Government of Australia and PITA, which was attended by over 125 participants.

Training assistance was provided to D.P.R. Korea on new technologies focusing on NGN, which benefitted about 90 participants.

NGN Planning for Access Network is planned for TOT Thailand in December 2008.


	Achievements ASP 4. Unique Telecommunication/ICT needs of Pacific Islands and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) in the Asia-Pacific Region:

In 2008, Direct Country Assistance was provided / being provided in area of policies and regulation to Samoa, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu and Nauru.

Four telecentres have been established – two in Papua New Guinea, one in Tonga, and another  in the Marshall Islands. ITU is currently establishing a further two centres in Papua New Guinea as well as two centres in Tonga under DAP actions and ITU/Andorra Partnership Project.

A partnership agreement has been concluded with the KDDI Japan, ITU Association of Japan (ITU-AJ) and Basic Human Needs (BHN Association) aiming at providing 40 recycled laptop computers to the Republic of Kiribati. The partnership has laid a foundation for inviting more partners and more recycled computers to be donated to developing countries not only in the Asia-Pacific region but also other regions -At least 1,500 computers are expected to be secured in 2009.

A workshop on HR Management Tools and Practices was held in Samoa, carrying out capacity building and information exchange amongst 18 participants from 9 Pacific Island countries.

A Forum on Next Generation Telecommunications for the Pacific Region was held in Sydney, Australia, from 13 to 16 October 2008 in cooperation with APT, Government of Australia and PITA, which was attended by over 125 participants.

A specific session focusing on the needs of the Pacific was held during the Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on Cyber-security in Brisbane, Australia, in, July 2008.

The Australian government continued its financial support to this regional initiative in the Asia-Pacific region through this RI.


	Achievements ASP 5. Strengthening the collaboration between ITU-T and ITU-D:

A regional Forum on Bridging the Standardization Gap was organized in Vietnam, from 15 to 17 September 2008, with 100 participants from 27 countries.

A proposal for creating an e-mail reflector was made at the Regional Forum in Vietnam. 25 participants registered for the reflector. The reflector has subsequently been created and registration by members has commenced. .

In partnership with MIC Japan and NTT Japan, Training on Bridging the Standardization Gap took place in Tokyo Japan, from 15 to 19 December 2008.


Output 4.5 — Regional Initiatives (CIS)

	Achievements CIS 1. Strengthening the effective use of spectrum by providing interactive multimedia digital broadcasting networks in countries with mountainous terrain:

A project document was submitted on 8th August 2008. ITU in-cash contribution - 120’000 CHF Kyrgyz Republic in-cash - 10’000 USD; in-kind - 786’000 USD.

Identification of site location was identified, required information such as road access, electricity, telecom facilities – collected, premises constructed.

Technical specifications for indoor and outdoor equipment had commenced.

Site surveys and link budget calculation for transmission link between studio and transmitter carried out.


	Achievements CIS 2. Creation of international centres for the implementation and testing of new technologies:

A general report on the 1st stage on “Setting up an ITTC Sub Centre in charge of the System and Network testing” was prepared.

Provisions on the Sub Centre and its structure in Russian and English were developed.

A programme of the Sub Centre unit operations for the period of 2008- 2011 in Russian and English was drawn up.

A report on a document circulation system was developed.

A schedule of development and approval of test methods was elaborated, test methods coordinated. International training seminar “Testing of system and network solutions”, 15-17 December 2008 is being prepared.

Project in progress. 15% completed.


	Achievements CIS 3. Implementation of e-applications based on broadband technologies:

The project document was only recently signed, on 25.09.2008. ITU in-cash contribution - 114’143 CHF, Moldova in-cash - 105’000 USD in-kind - 700’000 USD.

Technical specifications were prepared and sent to HQs.

The list of locations for equipment installation has been prepared and submitted to HQs.


	Achievements CIS 4. Introduction of integrated, ubiquitous telemedicine technologies and systems for bridging the digital divide:

Project document is being revised, based on HQs’ comments (no fundamental changes).


	Achievements CIS 5. Future development and establishment of "centres of excellence" and creation of a learning space:

In the framework of this RI, the project on “Centre of Excellence for the CIS Region” is ongoing, funded by ICT –DF and Training Fees Collection and in kind contribution from CIS.

The project on “Translation and Russification of ICT terminology” was approved by MANCOM, comprising an ITU contribution of 62,000 CHF and shared funding from interested CIS administrations.


4. Special Initiatives

Implementation level stands at 97% of the 2008 budget as of 1st December 2008, compared to 93.6% at 31.12.2007. Full implementation is expected. 

65% of the total 2008-2009 budget has been committed.

Table 16:
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Output 13.1 — Special Initiatives Private Sector

This Initiative has been fully implemented (three actions). Only 81.6% were implemented at 31.12.2007.
	Achievements:

New Sector Members confirmed: 14. New Associates: 4 and 22 prospects. Ongoing management of membership (denunciation and suspension): avoided 34 suspensions.

Partnerships expanded with several MOUs signed. Strengthening of existing partnerships was promoted. Funds were received from ECA: 100'000 USD.

Fundraising commenced in support of the Connect Series events..


Output 13.2 — Special Initiatives Gender

79.2% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008 (against 91% at 31.12.2007).

Out of a total of two actions, one is implemented and one is ongoing. Full implementation should be reached.
	Achievements:

A project document for the MCTs in Malawi is being finalized, and information is actively being compiled for other projects. Finalization of the document for Malawi was affected by the unfortunate death of the expert, but all pending work has now been finalized and the document submitted for signature. The project is scheduled to commence in early 2009. Data collection is underway for a project request from Cameroon.

A Final report on a policy framework and Guidelines for Mainstreaming Gender in our programmes and initiatives will be issued by end of this year. This process will be followed by implementation in 2009.

A workshop on gender focused ICT knowledge was successfully implemented in July in Seoul, R.O. Korea in partnership with the Asia Pacific Women ICT Network Center (APWINC). The workshop was also instrumental in the capacity building efforts to equip women with ICT skills and enhance their ICT skills and awareness. 

ITU also supported the ASEAN TELSOM Working Group to start off its Study on the Dynamics of Women in the ICT Sector in ASEAN Countries. The final report is expected to be completed in mid 2009.

Overall implementation of activities and projects for this initiative are progressing well. These should enable us to attain the planned objectives in line with Resolution 55 (WTDC-06).


Output 13.3 — Special Initiatives Youth and Children

84.5% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008 (against 121% as at 31.12.2007).

Out of a total of seven actions, two are implemented and two ongoing. One action is committed for December. One action was replaced and one another cancelled.
	Achievements:

Following the Declaration and Action Plan from the Youth Forum Africa2008, "ICT accessibility" was identified as a priority need for African youth. To this effect, a follow-up project on "Internet for schools" to provide access and knowledge of ICT to African schools was developed. A Cooperation Agreement between ITU and the Netherlands Government is being finalized to realize this project, beginning 2009.

An MOU and project document between ITU and UNHCR for implementation of an ICT Training Center for returnees in Africa was signed. Implementation of preliminary activities is in progress, but most of these will be undertaken in 2009. 

As in previous years, internship positions were granted, providing valuable work experience to two junior ICT experts. Both youth successfully completed these internships at the ITU Moscow Area Office and Cairo Regional Office.

In additional to above, the first ITU-D Statistical Report on global and regional indicators to measure access to, and use of ICTs by children and young individuals was developed. Indicators in this report are useful for analyzing and understanding the evolution of the digital divide among youth and children of early age, as well as the pattern and usage of ICTs by individuals in this age group. It could also help Member States and Sector Members to develop a road map for actions and projects that would facilitate the young people’s integration into the Information Society. The report is available on-line in the BDT (STAT and youth websites). 


Output 13.4 — Special Initiatives Assistance to Indigenous People

The budget of this Initiative is now fully implemented (against 86.4% as at 31.12.2007).

Out of a total of five actions, four are implemented and one scheduled for completion at the end 2008..
	Achievements:

Development of the technical structure of the Portal was finalized. The next phase involves design of a technical user manual, training materials for on-line and hands-on courses, as well as the delivery of the first basic on-line training course. Development of the training course material is currently in progress. ITU is working with Indigenous Representatives/leaders in the selection of the participants to the first training course.

The on-line course on “Development of the indigenous culture through the use of ICTs” had a record 142 registrations by indigenous representatives. Unfortunately, due to difficulties in Internet access, only 36 of them could fully participate and receive certificates of full attendance. Considering that the target number of trainees for each course is up to a maximum of 30 persons, this course can still be considered a true success. 

The second on-line training course (Trends and Management Models of Indigenous Communities through the use of ICTs) was also developed and accounted a 16% increase of indigenous leaders who fully completed the course in comparison with the first course.

The third and last course (Indigenous rights through access and use of the ICTs had a total of 141 announced participants.

Following the "Americas model" and in collaboration with the ITU Regional Office for Africa, a Study on ICT access, use and skills for indigenous communities in Africa region is currently in progress, as a first step toward implementation of a regional ICT portal for indigenous communities in Africa region. Contacts have been made with several Administrations and Indigenous representatives seeking potential partnerships in the implementation of this project.

Implementation of an Intercultural Telecentre to assist indigenous and quilombolas (slaves’ descendents) in Brazil. The Telecentre was inaugurated in April 2008 at the Memorial of Indigenous Peoples to provide support to indigenous/quilombolas children and youth attending public schools in Brasilia.


Output 13.5 — Special Initiatives People with Disabilities

This Initiative has been fully implemented (one action). 94% were implemented at 31.12.2007.
	Achievements:

The Regional workshop for Africa was successfully implemented in Lusaka, Zambia in July. Efforts were made to make the event as accessible as possible by providing sign language interpretation, and real time captioning.  The Daisy consortium will also convert all the workshop proceedings into Daisy to enabled visually impaired persons to access the material on-line.

Drafting of content for the on-line toolkit is in progress for chapters 1-9. Using ICTDF funding, content for chapter 10 on Model policies and Assistive technologies was completed and presented to the Study Group meeting for Q20/1 in September. The draft is currently available for comments at http://www.itu.int/md/D06-SG01-C/e, contribution 219.

More countries have submitted requests for assistance to implement ICT projects to cater for the needs of PwDs. Detailed site studies are in progress in Mali and Burkina Faso. A project document to support a centre providing ICT training to blind persons in Ethiopia was signed to enable ITU-D to provide Braille equipment and other assistive devices. Procurement of equipment is in progress. A project document for centres serving persons with disabilities in Sri Lanka was also prepared and Sri Lanka has confirmed its commitment through a letter. Procurement of equipment is to start shortly while the recruitment of the software expert will be undertaken early next year. Plans to launch implementation are underway. These projects are funded by ICTDF.

A project proposal to provide ICT access & services to PWDs from Cameroon is also under review, while a proposal to partner with POETA and other institutions to develop MCTs for PwDs in a number of countries in South America is also under review by the Americas RO. Overall achievements are good towards fulfilment of the results and the KPIs. 


5. Ad Hoc assistance
Implementation level stands at 76% as of 1st December 2008, compared to 58.8% at 31.12.2007.
32.3% of the approved budget for 2008-2009 has been committed over the 11 first months of the biennium (46% elapsed time). As a matter of principle, funds should be distributed equally during the whole year.
Table 18:
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Africa

110% of the 2008 budget was committed for Africa ad hoc assistance as of 1st December 2008, against 72.7% as at 31.12.2007.

Out of a total of 15 actions, 11 are implemented, two are committed and one action is still planned. One action was cancelled.

Americas

52.6% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 41.2% as at 31.12.2007.

Out of a total of 11 actions, eight are implemented and one action is ongoing. Two actions were cancelled.

Arab Region

69% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 20.64% as at 31.12.2007.

Out of a total of 10 actions, nine are implemented. One action was cancelled.

Asia Pacific

78.4% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, against 72.05% as of 31.12.2007.
Out of a total of 10 actions, five are implemented and one action is ongoing. Three actions are committed and one other is still planned.
Europe and CIS countries

42.5% of the 2008 budget has been committed as of 1st December 2008, compared with 75.85% at 31.12.2007.

Out of a total of three actions, one is implemented, one is ongoing and one action scheduled for December.
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