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Priority area

Place a tick against the area to which your proposal relates:

	Enabling environment
	

	Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society).

	Infrastructure 
	(

	Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief.

	Applications
	

	Specific applications for the use of ICTs, including, inter alia, e-government, e-health, e-ecology and climate change, etc., and fostering security and confidence in the use of ICTs, including protection of children and youth.

	Proposal within the framework of the programmes

Select the method of implementing the proposal:

	Establish tools
	(

	Develop educational materials
	(

	Information exchange (symposia, seminars, publications, research) 
	(

	Direct assistance to countries, including projects
	(


Description of the proposal
1
Introduction

Thanks to a major preparatory effort, a meticulously well developed and substantiated position agreed upon between all the RCC participant countries and the intensive work done during the Regional Radiocommunication Conference for the planning of the digital terrestrial broadcasting service in the frequency bands 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz (RRC-06), the majority of delegations of RCC administrations were able to obtain 100% satisfaction of their digital broadcasting requirements, allowing for the formulation of plans for the digital terrestrial broadcasting service in the RCC participant countries. Furthermore, all of the RCC administrations secured international protection for their analogue stations and stations in other primary services.

The “RRC-06 (Geneva)” Agreement and digital Plan that were adopted by RRC-06 open up unique opportunities for the development of terrestrial digital broadcasting worldwide, making it possible, in the future, to give effect to all of the potential accumulated in the ICT sphere, while providing administrations with sufficient flexibility for adapting to changing market requirements.

The results achieved in terms of the creation within the framework of RRC-06 of a subregional frequency plan for the RCC showed that only a mutually harmonized and coordinated position reflecting the interests of one or several administrations under the umbrella of the regional organization has any chance of success, including where the process of implementing digital broadcasting by the RCC administrations is concerned.

The limited duration of the transition period, coupled with an appreciation of the need not to lose but to implement the frequency allotments obtained by the RCC administrations, make it necessary for the latter to take joint decisions on the following, as yet unresolved, issues:

•
Use of the band 174-230 MHz and 470-862 MHz by different digital broadcasting systems (T-DAB, T-DMB, DVB-T, DVB-H).

•
Use of the band 790-862 MHz and achievement of a digital dividend.

•
Time-frames and sequence for the switching off of analogue stations in border areas.

•
Timing for the transition period in border areas, particularly in the countries of region III.
2
Proposal

Include the following topic in the list of regional initiatives for the RCC member countries:

Beneficiaries: interested RCC member countries.

Regional initiatives

Description of the initiative relating to the selected priority area.

“Assistance in the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting.”
Goal of the initiative
To assist the RCC participant countries and neighbouring countries in the development and application of agreed solutions, both between RCC countries and with other, neighbouring countries, for the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting, having regard to national plans for the implementation of digital broadcasting, including in border areas between countries of regions I and III, for completion by 2015.

By meeting the above challenges it will be possible to accelerate the processes of transition from analogue to digital broadcasting, including, first and foremost, the establishment of national frequency assignment plans for:

–
the development (adjustment) of well-founded programmes for the implementation of terrestrial digital television broadcasting;

–
the formulation of a strategy for the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting;

–
the development of schedules for the switching off of analogue television broadcasting;

–
the determination with bordering countries of conditions for the operation of analogue television stations in border areas following the completion of the transition period.

By taking the relevant coordinated decisions, the RCC administrations will be in a position to proceed more rationally with carrying through the process of implementing terrestrial digital television broadcasting in the CIS countries, thereby reducing both the duration and the cost of the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting.

The expected outcomes of the initiative are as follows:

1)
A technical-political and regulatory framework for digital terrestrial broadcasting, including mobile television.

2)
A general digital broadcasting plan for the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting, including mobile TV and IPTV.

3)
An efficient mechanism for converting analogue archives to digital.

4)
Provision of assistance to operators in CIS countries for the implementation of interactive multimedia services.

5)
Upgraded staff skills in the area of digital broadcasting technologies.

6)
Comprehensive recommendations for the transition from analogue to digital broadcasting.

Study group Questions

Place an "X" against any existing Questions under which studies are currently being carried out that relate to your proposal and which should be maintained. Otherwise, if necessary, add new Questions at the end of the list. 

	ICT strategies and policies

	Question 6-2/1: 
	Regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection
	

	Question 7-2/1: 
	Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services
	

	Question 10-2/1:
	Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services
	

	Question 12‑2/1:
	Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of services on national telecommunication networks, including next-generation networks
	

	Question 18-1/1:
	Domestic enforcement of telecommunication laws, rules and regulations by national telecommunication regulatory authorities
	

	Question 19-1/1:
	Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries
	

	Question 20/1: 
	Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities
	

	Question 21/1: 
	Impact of telecommunication development on the creation of employment
	

	Question 22/1:
	Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity
	

	ICT services, networks and applications
	

	Question 9-2/2:
	Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R study groups which are of particular interest to developing countries
	

	Question 10-2/2:
	Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	

	Question 11-2/2:
	Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	X

	Question 14-2/2:
	Telecommunications for e-health
	

	Question 17-2/2:
	Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world
	

	Question 18-1/2:
	Implementation aspects of IMT‑2000 and information‑sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	

	Question 19-1/2:
	Strategy for migration from existing networks to next‑generation networks for developing countries
	

	Question 20-2/2:
	Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	

	Question 22/2:
	Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	

	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	


Proposed new Questions

Proposals relating to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)

Short description of proposal:

Proposals relating to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)

Short description of proposal:

With the transition to digital broadcasting it will be possible to give effect to plans for the implementation of Action Lines C2 and C4 of the WSIS Plan of Action.
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