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Priority area

Place a tick against the area to which your proposal relates:

	Enabling environment
	

	Telecommunication/ICT policy and regulatory issues, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society).

	Infrastructure 
	(

	Development of fixed, mobile and broadband networks, including broadcasting networks and spectrum management, next-generation networks, rural communications, emergency telecommunications and disaster relief.

	Applications
	(

	Specific applications for the use of ICTs, including, inter alia, e-government, e-health, e-ecology and climate change, etc., and fostering security and confidence in the use of ICTs, including protection of children and youth.

	Proposal within the framework of the programmes

Select the method of implementing the proposal:

	Establish tools
	(

	Develop educational materials
	(

	Information exchange (symposia, seminars, publications, research) 
	(

	Direct assistance to countries, including projects
	(


Description of the proposal:

The convergence of telecommunication networks has made for a considerable broadening of the range of services available to users. However, the vehicles for ICT development differ somewhat between the developed and developing countries. This can be seen, for example, in the delivery of additional multimedia services to the TV set. In the developed countries, where the necessary fibre-optic network infrastructure is in place, and wherever there are no significant problems with the return channel, the development of IPTV is proceeding relatively smoothly, whereas this opportunity is not available to the poorer countries. In such countries, television viewers achieve interactivity through the services of third-party, for the most part mobile telecommunication, operators. However, the high price of their services and the different business models for subscriber interaction put a major brake on development and require the subscriber to engage in complicated keying operations.

Equipment manufacturers, geared towards the high-revenue markets of the developed countries, avoid certain segments of developing country markets, thereby deepening the divide. It is proposed that studies be carried out into the potential benefits of convergence between digital broadcasting networks and radio-access networks, with a view to achieving the convergence of social and educational networks.

Regional initiatives

Description of the initiative relating to the selected priority area.

Goal of the initiative

On the basis of a pilot project, to develop a model of the technical and organizational solutions for the establishment of fully-functional interactive multimedia telecommunication networks, tailored to the objective constraints that exist in developing countries. Thereafter, such networks can serve as a basis for the creation of easily-accessible social, educational, medical or other types of network for achieving national goals, with emphasis on the meeting of niche requirements.

Implementation

On the basis of implemented pilot project 9KYR08001 (establishment of interactive multimedia digital broadcasting networks in countries with mountainous terrain – a project carried out under the regional initiatives adopted at WTDC-06 in Doha, Qatar), establishment of a social and educational network offering the public a broad spectrum of previously unavailable services: e-mail with flat-rate pricing, Internet access, an emergency early-warning system, a system for summoning emergency services, high-quality interactive educational services, access to electronic archives (books, reference materials and encyclopaedias), online interactive games and competitions, and more besides.

Resolution of issues relating to integration of the digital television broadcasting network (initially set up for the purpose of broadcasting) with the telephone network (initially set up for the purpose of point-to-point communication) at the equipment and operational levels. This entails a number of significant problems which may require the regulatory bodies to review and adapt a number of recommendations. For example, to ensure that such a network provides even coverage and capacity, the uplink and downlink frequencies need to be immediately adjacent. Perhaps new approaches can be found for resolving such problems.

Resolution of anticipated organizational issues relating to the establishment of educational and social networks, including the adaptation of curricula and textual content, review of the value system and motivation of users, and access for people with disabilities.

Study group Questions

Place an "X" against any existing Questions under which studies are currently being carried out that relate to your proposal and which should be maintained. Otherwise, if necessary, add new Questions at the end of the list. 

	ICT strategies and policies

	Question 6-2/1: 
Regulatory impact of next-generation networks on interconnection
	

	Question 7-2/1: 
Regulatory policies on universal access to broadband services
	

	Question 10-2/1:
Regulation for licensing and authorization of converging services
	X

	Question 12‑2/1: 
Tariff policies, tariff models and methods of determining the costs of services on national telecommunication networks, including next-generation networks
	

	Question 18-1/1: 
Domestic enforcement of telecommunication laws, rules and regulations by national telecommunication regulatory authorities
	

	Question 19-1/1: 
Implementation of IP telephony in developing countries
	

	Question 20/1: 
Access to telecommunication services for people with disabilities
	X

	Question 21/1: 
Impact of telecommunication development on the creation of employment
	

	Question 22/1:
Securing information and communication networks: Best practices for developing a culture of cybersecurity
	

	ICT services, networks and applications
	

	Question 9-2/2:
Identification of study topics in the ITU-T and ITU-R study groups which are of particular interest to developing countries
	

	Question 10-2/2:
Telecommunications for rural and remote areas
	

	Question 11-2/2:
Examination of terrestrial digital sound and television broadcasting technologies and systems, including cost/benefit analyses, interoperability of digital terrestrial systems with existing analogue networks, and methods of migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques
	X

	Question 14-2/2:
Telecommunications for e-health
	

	Question 17-2/2: 
Progress on activities for e-services/applications in the world
	X

	Question 18-1/2:
Implementation aspects of IMT‑2000 and information‑sharing on systems beyond IMT-2000 for developing countries
	

	Question 19-1/2:
Strategy for migration from existing networks to next‑generation networks for developing countries
	

	Question 20-2/2:
Examination of access technologies for broadband telecommunications
	

	Question 22/2:
Utilization of ICT for disaster management, resources, and active and passive space-based sensing systems as they apply to disaster and emergency relief situations
	

	Resolution 9 (Rev. Doha, 2006): Participation of countries, particularly developing countries, in spectrum management
	


Proposed new Questions

Proposals relating to the Telecommunication Development Advisory Group (TDAG)
Short description of proposal:

Proposals relating to the World Summit on the Information Society (WSIS)
Short description of proposal:

_______________
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