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Description of the proposal

Considering

a)
that the Doha Action Plan established a special initiative in regard to indigenous peoples which includes activities under the four BDT programmes;
b)
that the Tunis Plan of Action and Declaration set as priorities the fulfilment of their objectives for indigenous peoples and communities;

c)
that the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, in Article 16, provides that indigenous peoples have the right to establish their own media in their own languages and to have access to all forms of non-indigenous media without discrimination,
recalling
a)
that the aforementioned Declaration, in Article 46, provides that the organs and specialized agencies of the United Nations system and other intergovernmental organizations shall contribute to the full realization of the provisions of this Declaration through the mobilization, inter alia, of financial cooperation and technical assistance,
recognizing
a)
that the Rapporteur of the Group for Developing ICTS in Areas and Groups with Unattended Needs or with Specific Issues, on the basis of prior studies carried out by ITU and other international bodies, and in accordance with the principles established by WSIS, points out that there are certain minimum conditions – in the areas of technology, capacity-building, regulatory framework, self-sufficiency and participation and content development – that need to be met in the interests of ICT development in indigenous regions;
b)
that the report of the Co-Rapporteur and the Co-Coordinator for the Study Question on Indigenous Peoples points to the existence of a patchwork of practices within the region in each of the above-mentioned areas, and to the need to document and systematize those practices and develop materials and activities for the training of administrations’ human resources in the interests of generating the aforementioned conditions;
c)
that on the basis of the outcomes of the Continental Summit of Indigenous Nations and Peoples of Abya Yala, held in Peru in May 2009, the Co-Rapporteur has first-hand information reflecting the request on the part of these peoples for programmes to strengthen their technical capacities;
d)
that the said rapporteur, having regard to the problems of sustainability associated with telecommunication networks in remote communities on account of the lack of technical staff in the regions to ensure their development and maintenance, has recommended that local technical capacities be strengthened;
e)
that ITU, through its centres of excellence, has been an effective driving force for strengthening the capacities of administrations and Sector Members,     

it is proposed
1
that special initiative 4 on indigenous peoples be maintained in all of BDT’s programmes;
2
that support be given, through the centres of excellence, to a programme for the training of human resources in the design and management of public policies for the development of ICTs for remote and distant areas, groups with special requirements and indigenous peoples;
3
that support be given, through the centres of excellence, to a programme for the training of indigenous human resources in the maintenance and development of ICTs.
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