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Abstract

This document brings to the appreciation of Study Group 2 new topics that the Administration of Brazil wishes to see explored within the discussion of the migration from analogue to digital techniques in broadcasting during the next study period. 

1
Introduction

The Administration of Brazil (Anatel) proposes this contribution to point out some important issues that are not fully addressed by Question 11-2/2 of ITU-D and that are relevant in Brazil’s perspective.

2
Discussion

The view of the Administration of Brazil is that the study of an extremely important issue such as the migration from analogue to digital techniques in broadcasting should reflect the past and future efforts of relevant Standards Development Organizations (SDOs) throughout the world. The past work to be considered should be in the format of standards and technical documents published by these organizations. Examples of relevant SDOs are: Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB), European Telecommunications Standards Institute (ETSI), Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC), Association of Radio Industries and Businesses (ARIB), Associação Brasileira de Normas Técnicas (ABNT), and others. 

In addition to that, the discussion of the World Radiocommunication Conferences (WRC) should be used as a basis for the work, instead of Regional Conferences, as mentioned in the current definition of the Question.

2.1
Suggested Questions for Study

In the view of the Administration of Brazil, new matters should be addressed by questions of the Study Groups of ITU-D to further advance the discussion, for example:

· impact of interactive multimedia applications enabled by digital terrestrial sound and television broadcasting on the developing countries, including their effects on digital divide and social inclusion by means of e-Government;
· analysis of methods/strategies to speed up the migration from analogue terrestrial techniques to digital techniques, including financial/economic benefits to lower income people, public policies for financing the deployment and marketing campaigns to increase public awareness;
· analysis of technical and cost/benefit issues reflecting all the relevant systems standardized by relevant SDOs.

2.2
Suggested Outputs for the Work of ITU-D Study Groups regarding the Migration from Analog to Digital Techniques in Broadcasting  

The Administration of Brazil also suggests to be considered for future discussion about this issue the following outputs from questions of Study Groups of ITU-D:

· report of the work of relevant SDOs regarding the techniques for the migration from analog to digital in broadcasting;

· analysis of the impact of digital broadcasting on existing business models for broadcasters in developing countries;

· analysis of national experiences and public policies to finance the deployment of digital broadcasting;

· analysis of various analog switch-off techniques/strategies, including economic/financial benefits to lower income people in the acquisition of the necessary means that allow receiving digital signals;

· analysis of marketing strategies to accelerate the process of public awareness about digital broadcasting.

2.3
Suggestion to Establish Milestones as a Reference for the Development of Public Policies for the Migration from Analog to Digital Techniques in Broadcasting  

Finally, the Administration of Brazil suggests that the methods for the implementation of results from studies regarding this issue should identify some general milestones, which could be reflected in reports, recommendations, or documents generated by ITU-D in the following study period. Some milestones could be, not restricted to:

· adoption of a Digital Broadcasting Standard;

· deployment of Digital Broadcasting in a phased and gradual fashion;

· planning of the Analog Switch-off;

· execution of the Analog Switch-off.

The intention of the Administration of Brazil is to identify some suggested steps that developing countries are recommended to follow, as a guideline for the migration from analog to digital techniques in broadcasting. These steps could be used as reference points for the Public Policies developed by governments.

3
Conclusions

The objective of this contribution is to deepen the discussion regarding the migration from analog to digital techniques in Broadcasting.

It is the opinion of the Administration of Brazil that Question 11-2/2 reached its objectives and needs to continue its work. However, some topics of discussion pointed out in this document can greatly improve the discussions and Brazil hopes that these points are considered by Study Group 2 for its propositions for the World Telecommunication Development Conference 2010 (WTDC-10).
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