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Priority area

Telecommunications/ICT policy and regulatory matters, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society). This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Introduction
The US proposes to merge the following Questions: 1) Question 18-1/2, which has studied the implementation of IMT-2000 for developing countries, 2) Question 19-1/2, which has assisted developing countries with the migration process towards NGN, and 3) Question 20-2/2, which studies broadband access technologies, into one group that would examine all broadband access technologies (including IMT, NGN, and satellite technologies) for developing countries.
This study should include an analysis of the factors affecting the deployment of various broadband wired and wireless access technologies, including IMT, NGN and satellite. It should also include an assessment of the benefits of using broadband technologies, taking into account the gender perspective.
1. Statement of the situation 

For the 2004 – 2006 study period, Question 12-1/2 on broadband telecommunications over traditional copper wire, or digital subscriber line (DSL), was revised and became Question 20-1/2 in order to include the wireless aspect of broadband access technologies. Furthermore, the Question was expanded to obtain country experiences in order to serve as a helpful resource to developing administrations. The work of Question 20-1/2 was considered useful and was therefore extended for the 2006-2010 study period as Question 20-2/2.

During this same period, Question 18-1/2 studied the implementation of IMT-2000 developing countries, while Question 19-1/2 assisted developing countries with the migration process towards NGN. 

ITU‑D can play a role in assisting developing Member States and their Sector Members in understanding the suitability of different technologies available for broadband access terrestrial and satellite telecommunications, including IMT. ITU‑D can also assist developing Member States and their Sector Members in analyzing the technical issues involved in deploying broadband access technologies, including the integration of these access network solutions with existing or future network infrastructure and provide  guidelines for Broadband access development and migration to next‑generation networks (NGN), taking into consideration that the standardization some Broadband access technologies and NGN is embedded as a priority in the strategic plan of ITU‑T.

2. Question for study

Identify the factors influencing the effective deployment of broadband wired, wireless, and satellite access technologies and their applications, with a focus on technologies and/or standards recognized or under study by the other two ITU Sectors.

a)
Examination of broadband access and NGN core technologies.

b) Trends of broadband access and NGN core technologies: deployments, services offered and economic and regulatory considerations

c)
Methodologies for migration planning and implementation of broadband access and NGN core technologies, taking into account existing networks. 

d)
Provide information on the specific impact of the implementation of broadband access and NGN on underserved populations, including persons with disabilities

3. Expected output

Taking into account the expected results from ITU‑T and ITU‑R, there will be a set of best‑practices guidelines for implementing wired and wireless broadband technologies in developing countries. The guidelines will need to take into consideration the [economic] and technical factors that are affecting broadband deployment, assess the requirements of developing countries for broadband implementation and focus more on the experiences of developing countries rather than developed countries as was the case from the last study period of Question 20‑1/2. 

a)
Analysis of the factors influencing the effective deployment of broadband access and NGN core technologies. 

b)
A matrix of different broadband access technologies, both wired and wireless, terrestrial high‑altitude systems, including stratospheric‑based and satellite with yearly updates.

c)
A set of guidelines for broadband access deployment and NGN core migration 

d)
Yearly progress report on the above study items.

e)
Draft Recommendation(s), as appropriate.

4. Timing

The work of the revised Question will commence after WTDC‑10 and continue until the next ITU‑D study period.

5. Proposers 

United States of America
6. Sources of input

a)
An assessment of developing countries' requirements and experience with broadband access and core NGN technologies, using a questionnaire.

b)
Any updates of ITU‑T and ITU‑R outputs relevant to broadband access and core NGN technologies.

c)
Contributions of sector members on the development of broadband access and NGN technologies for wired, wireless, and satellite.

d)
Visions of national/regional organizations in developed countries, if any.

e)
Contributions on economic factors relevant to the deployment of wired and wireless broadband technologies, this might include information on tariffs, equipment costs, interconnection charges, licensing fees for wireless applications, etc.

7. Target audience

	Target audience
	Developed countries
	Developing countries


	Telecom policy-makers
	Yes
	Yes

	Telecom regulators
	Yes
	Yes

	Service providers/operators
	Yes
	Yes

	Manufacturers
	Yes
	Yes


a)
Target audience

Users of the output will be manufacturers, operators, regulatory agencies and service providers in developing countries and LDCs.

b)
Proposed methods for implementing the results 

The work of the Rapporteur’s Group will be conducted and publicized through the ITU-D website as well as through the publication of documents and through appropriate liaisons.  Regulators and operators can directly use the results of this work

The achieved results should be a basis for preparing lectures and presentations for workshops and seminars organized by ITU‑D in developing countries, as well as at regional or national conferences.
8. Proposed methods of handling the Question 

Within Study Group 2.
9. Coordination 

In order to coordinate effectively and avoid duplication of activities, the ITU‑D Rapporteur group dealing with this Question should coordinate closely with:

· the BDT and its programmes

· other relevant ITU‑D Questions,

· the relevant ITU‑T and ITU‑R study groups.

10. Other relevant information 

WTDC Resolution 43 (Rev. Doha, 2006).  [NOTE: To be updated if a revised Resolution 43 is adopted by WTDC-10].
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� Developing countries includes Small Island Developing States, Least Developed Countries, and countries with economies in transition.
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