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Priority area

Telecommunications/ICT policy and regulatory matters, including ICT economics (market analysis, cost modelling and tariffs) and statistics (indicators, measuring the information society). This includes Human capacity building in each of these areas.
Programme proposal

Information sharing (symposia, workshops, publications, studies)
Description of the proposal
The telecommunications equipment manufacturers, service providers, administrations and regulators have a collective responsibility of “greening” telecommunications for the benefit of the society, for maintaining the ecological balance of the planet and for benefiting their own businesses.

Green Telecommunications has many facets: design of green central office buildings, optimization of energy power consumption and thermal emission, minimization of green house gas emission, electronic and mechanical waste recycling and disposal, reduction in use of hazardous substances like chromium, lead and mercury and reduction of harmful radio emission.

While the motivation for green telecommunications is strong, the awareness has to percolate across the supply chain. The telecom service providers would have an internal time line to make modifications in their purchase process to induct green equipment in the network, modify business processes and other activities to introduce greening progressively. The information and communications technology industry alone accounts for 2-3% of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions and a typical communications company spends nearly 1% of its revenues on energy, which for a large operator can amount to hundreds of millions of dollars. Equipment manufacturers have a commitment to offer telecommunications service providers green solutions, energy efficient equipment, reduce use of hazardous substance, reduce green house gas emission and help the service providers in reducing energy consumption. The telecom equipment manufacturers also have the responsibility of helping the ancillaries in greening their processes.

Embraced down the supply chain, the green telecommunication strategies are certain to deliver substantial benefits all concerned.

Regional initiatives related to the proposal
This topic relates to the Asia-Pacific Regional initiative 1: Policy, legal and regulatory reform/ cooperation.
Any other proposal concerning Study Groups other than Questions
This could be taken up for discussions in seminars, workshops and a number of workgroups can be formed to take up studies on aspects of green telecommunications
Proposals related to WSIS
The topic of Green Telecommunication relates to the following WSIS action lines themes:

C-6: Enabling Environment

C-7: ICT Applications: benefits in all aspects of life
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